
South Bay Cities Council of Governments      

December 12, 2022          

 

TO:   SBCCOG Steering Committee  

   

FROM:  Steve Lantz, SBCCOG Transportation Director 

RE:  L. A. Metro Green Line Extension to Torrance Status Update 

 

 

BACKGROUND 

The Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (L. A. Metro) C Line (Green) 

Extension to Torrance Project (Project) is a proposed light rail transit (LRT) line that would 

extend approximately 4.5 miles from the end of the of the existing Metro C Line (Green) at the Redondo 

Beach (Marine) Station southeast to the Torrance Regional Transit Center on Crenshaw Boulevard north 

of Torrance Boulevard. The extension will be served by the Metro Green and Crenshaw/LAX Lines. 

 

The agency is expected to release for public review and comment a Draft Environmental Impact Report 

(DEIR) on the extension project in January 2023. The DEIR will consider two principal alignments – 

one using the L. A. Metro-owned Harbor Subdivision railroad right-of-way and the other using the 

southern edge of I-405 and Hawthorne Boulevard (SR107) to rejoin the railroad right-of-way at 190th 

street. Multiple rail profiles are being evaluated including trench, at-grade and aerial segments. In 

addition to the environmental documentation, L. A. Metro is preparing cost and ridership estimates and 

coordinating with Caltrans regarding state requirements on the I-405 / Hawthorne Boulevard 

alternatives.  

Following public hearings on the DEIR, the Metro Board is expected to select a Locally Preferred 

Alternative (LPA) in Spring 2023. After the preferred alignment and profile is selected, Metro will 

prepare the Final EIR, advance design for the selected project, and develop a more detailed cost 

estimate and construction schedule. 

There is considerable community controversy and no consensus on the LPA within the three cities to 

be served by the extension. The City of Lawndale has not been supporting any alternatives through 

its city whether on the right-of-way or on the southern edge of I-405 and Hawthorne Boulevard. The 

City of Redondo Beach prefers the Hawthorne Boulevard route through its city between the Galleria 

and the transition back into the railroad right of way at 190th Street. The City of Torrance has been 

supportive of keeping the project on the Harbor Subdivision right of way. 

The SBCCOG staff has proposed sponsoring a bus tour for elected officials and their staff in late 

January of February through residential areas of the Gold Line and Expo Line that have similar 

operating environments as the residential segments of the Green Line South extension. Supervisor 

Holly Mitchell’s office has offered to pay for the bus. The SBCCOG would need four weeks lead 

time to coordinate the tour. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1. Consider sponsoring a bus tour through residential areas of the Gold Line and Expo Line that have 

impacts similar to those that would occur on the Green Line South. 

2. Withhold any formal position on the locally preferred alternative at this time 

     


