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The South Bay Association of Chambers of Commerce (SBACC) had its monthly virtual 

meeting on February 1, 2022. Here are the highlights of that meeting: 

Metropolitan Water District. The presenters were Charles Gale and Rupani Soli. The 

Metropolitan Water District (MWD) is the nation’s largest water wholesaler.  This 

proposed Regional Recycle Program is necessary because the last two years have 

been the driest on record and the State Water Project will only allow this region 15% of 

its needs and only for health and safety purposes. Key features of MWD’s proposed 

Regional Recycle Program are:  

• Used water will be cleaned and purified at MWD’s advanced water treatment plant 

and conveyed through more than 60 pipelines. 

• The potential full-scale program could provide up to 150 million gallons per day, or 

168,000 acre feet per year. It is a drought-proof supply of water. 

• The water will be conveyed through more than 40 miles of new pipelines. 

• The capital cost will be about $3.4 billion, with the operation and maintenance cost 

of $129 million.  MWD is in the environmental planning phase. Design and 

construction will occur from 2024 to 2031. It is expected to be operational in 2032.  

• MWD is undertaking extensive community outreach now to gain as much 

community support as possible.  

Governmental Affairs Report.  Henry Rogers gave this report.  

• The state budget has a $31 billion surplus.  The state has identified its biggest 

challenges as Covid-19, climate change, homelessness, inequality, and keeping our 

streets safe. 

US Chamber of Commerce.  This report was presented by Jennings Imel. He reported that 

the Build Back Better plan is paused.  However, there may be some piecemeal legislation 

to save parts of it.  

• Now that the infrastructure plan has passed, there is a push to enact regulations. It is 

expected that $30 billion is coming to California, including $15.7 billion for bridges, and 

$15 billion for mega projects.  

Chair’s Report. The SBACC will host a 2022 Legislative Meet and Greet. They are looking 

at a March date but there has been no final decision. The SBACC will have a new and 

updated website. They are looking for pictures from the members representing our 

communities.  
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