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The SCAG Energy and Environment Committee met with the Regional Council and other 
SCAG policy committees for a combined February 3, 2022 meeting. Highlights are below:  
 
SAVE THE DATE! 57TH REGIONAL CONFERENCE & GENERAL ASSEMBLY For the 
first time in three years,  SCAG will meet in person for the 57th Regional Conference & 
General Assembly on May 5–6 at the JW Marriott Desert Springs Resort & Spa in Palm 
Desert, Calif. Mark your calendars to join Southern California’s most influential leaders, 
innovators and policymakers for collaborative, solution oriented discussions on fostering 
change and addressing challenges in our communities. Registration, which will be free for 
elected officials and city managers in the region, will be opening soon — stay tuned! You 
can find the latest details on the event webpage at scag.ca.gov/ga2022. 
 
ACTION 
REGIONAL COUNCIL APPROVES REAP 2.0 APPLICATION FOR ADVANCE FUNDING 

SCAG’s Regional Council today approved a resolution authorizing the application for and 

acceptance of the advance funding for the Regional Early Action Planning Grant Program 

for 2021 (REAP 2021). SCAG staff will now apply for funding of up to 10 percent of the 

$246 million available to SCAG to support outreach and engagement, early studies and 

partnerships for program development, expansion of existing Connect SoCal 

implementation programs, and development of a full program application. 
  
INFORMATION 
JOINT POLICY COMMITTEE RECEIVES CONNECT SOCAL UPDATE 

Today, SCAG held a Joint Policy Committee meeting to provide members with an update 

on the development of Connect SoCal 2024. The meeting included presentations by staff 

followed by a panel discussion with regional partners. 

PRELIMINARY REGIONAL AND COUNTY GROWTH PROJECTIONS 

Among the first steps in Connect SoCal 2024 is the development of growth projections for 

households, employment, and population in the region and six counties to the year 2050. 

With the help of an expert panel and consultants, staff developed a technical approach and 

high, medium and low growth scenarios for discussion. Fewer births, the impacts of the 

COVID-19 pandemic and new data from Census 2020 all suggest that the region’s future 

population growth will be much slower than previously expected. However, the strength of 

the region’s economic base, innovation hubs, welcoming culture and encouraging signs 

about housing production indicate that growth to 2050 will be only slightly below the middle 

growth scenario titled “Slower Growth, Steady Improvement.” 

EMERGING ISSUES UPDATE 

With the approval of Connect SoCal 2020, the Regional Transportation Plan and 

Sustainable Communities Strategy, SCAG outlined several data and trends that were 
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impacted by COVID-19 including transportation funding, congestion and travel behavior, 

goods movement and supply chain demand, and housing production. In addition to the 

pandemic-influenced changes occurring within the region, SCAG also identified multiple 

emerging issues that would need to be more fully addressed in the next plan, Connect 

SoCal 2024, including equity, regional resilience and economic opportunity. Throughout 

2022, staff will continue to work with partners and policymakers to address these trends and 

issues facing the region. 

Continuing the discussion, Executive Director Kome Ajise moderated a panel discussion 

with Anne Mayer, Riverside County Transportation Commission; Darrell Johnson, Orange 

County Transportation Authority; Lynn von Koch-Liebert, California Strategic Growth 

Council; and Seleta Reynolds, Los Angeles Department of Transportation, to hear their 

perspectives on the recent trends and priorities for the upcoming plan. For more information 

on Connect SoCal, visit scag.ca.gov/connect-socal. 
 
ACTION 
REGIONAL COUNCIL APPROVES FUNDING FOR THREE SCAG PROGRAMS 

The Regional Council today approved $6.75 million in awards for the Last Mile Freight 

Program Phase 1 Contingency List Projects and to extend the program contract by 18 

months; the acceptance of one-time funds of $238,977 to support the Los Angeles 

Cleantech Incubator-led project, “Testing and Evaluation of Curb Management and 

Integrated Strategies to Catalyze Market Adoption of Electric Vehicles;" and $30,000 for a 

partner program with the University of California-Irvine for an AI-Based Mobility Monitoring 

System and Analytics Demonstration Pilot. 
  
ACTION 
REGIONAL COUNCIL APPROVES 2022 REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY 
TARGETS 

The Regional Council today adopted the 2022 Regional Transportation Safety Targets. The 

Federal Highway Administration mandates that states, working with Metropolitan Planning 

Organizations, are required to establish targets for reducing the numbers and rates of 

transportation fatalities and serious injuries. To meet this requirement, SCAG has adopted 

region-specific targets consistent with SCAG’s new safety models, which consider traffic, 

socioeconomic and other trends. The adopted resolution reaffirms SCAG’s regional 

leadership role and commitment to achieving these targets by advancing activities outlined 

in Connect SoCal and the Regional Safety Strategy and endorses Zero Deaths as part of a 

comprehensive effort to achieve zero transportation-related fatalities and serious injuries in 

the SCAG region. More information on SCAG’s transportation safety program can be found 

at scag.ca.gov/transportation-safety. 
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