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TO: SOUTH BAY CITIES COG BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
FR:  JEFF KIERNAN, LEAGUE OF CALIFORNIA CITIES  
RE: CAL CITIES UPDATE FOR 2/24/2022 MEETING (AS PREPARED FEB 16) 

 

ACTION ALERT: OPPOSE THE BALLOT MEASURE RESTRICTING VOTERS’ INPUT & TAXING AUTHORITY 
Cal Cities requests cities adopt a resolution in opposition to this California Business Roundtable ballot 

measure that limits voter input and adopts much stricter rules for raising taxes and fees. This 
measure is now on the street seeking signatures and proponents have until the end of April to 
gather the ~1.5 million signatures needed to qualify for the 2022 general election ballot, but – 
if they miss that deadline – the proponents could continue gathering signatures into early 
August to place the measure on the 2024 general election ballot.  
Please contact me for a sample resolution. 
THIS MEASURE: 
1) Limits voter authority and accountability 

• Limits voter input. Prohibits local voters from providing direction on how local tax dollars 
should be spent by prohibiting local advisory measures. 

• Invalidates the Upland decision that allows a majority of local voters to pass special taxes. Taxes 
proposed by the Initiative are subject to the same rules as taxes placed on the ballot by a city 
council. All measures passed between January 2022 and November 2022 would be invalidated 
unless reenacted within 12 months. 

2) Restricts local fee authority to provide local services 

• Impacts franchise fees. Sets new standard for fees and charges paid for the use of local and 
state government property. The standard may significantly restrict the amount oil companies, 
utilities, gas companies, railroads, garbage companies, cable companies, and other 
corporations pay for the use of local public property. Rental and sale of local government 
property must be “reasonable” which must be proved by “clear and convincing evidence.”     

• Except for licensing and other regulatory fees, fees and charges may not exceed the “actual 
cost” of providing the product or service for which the fee is charged. “Actual cost” is the 
“minimum amount necessary.” The burden to prove the fee or charge does not exceed “actual 
cost” is changed to “clear and convincing” evidence.   

3) Restricts authority of state and local governments to issue fines and penalties for violations of 
law 

• Requires voter approval of fines, penalties, and levies for corporations and property owners 
that violate state and local laws unless a new, undefined adjudicatory process is used to impose 
the fines and penalties. 

4) Restricts local tax authority to provide local services 

• Requires voter approval to expand existing taxes (e.g., UUT, use tax, TOT) to new territory (e.g., 
annexation) or expanding the base (e.g., new utility service). 

• City charters may not be amended to include a tax or fee. 

• New taxes can be imposed only for a specific time period.        

• Taxes adopted after Jan. 1, 2022, that do not comply with the new rules, are void unless 
reenacted.   

• All state taxes require majority voter approval. 

• Prohibits any surcharge on property tax rate and allocation of property tax to state.    
5) Other changes 

• No fee or charge or exaction regulating vehicle miles traveled can be imposed as a condition of 
property development or occupancy. 
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
The first month of the Legislature’s return to Sacramento consisted of focusing on moving bills held 
from last year to the second house along with Gov. Gavin Newsom unveiling his proposed $286 billion 
budget. As part of the Legislature’s work, they passed an early action budget item regarding COVID-19 
paid sick leave, which the Governor signed on February 9 (see below). 
 
The bill introduction deadline was February 18. Unlike the previous two pandemic years, the Senate 
and Assembly are expected to introduce their normal number of bills – meaning Cal Cities lobbyists will 
be reading, analyzing, and seeking feedback on hundreds of bills over the next couple months. As of the 
first week of February only ~200 new bills had been introduced, so Cal Cities is still expecting hundreds 
more to be introduced in the final days leading up to the February 18 deadline. 
 
COVID-19 Sick Leave: The Governor has signed SB 114 that provides up to 80 hours of supplemental 
COVID sick leave for any business with more than 25 workers. This new law allows the private sector to 
receive reimbursement for this leave, but not cities or other public sector employers and is retroactive 
to January 1, 2022. American Rescue Plan Act funds can be used for this purpose, however Cal Cities 
continues to stress to the Governor and legislators that many local governments have already fully 
committed their ARPA funds for essential services. Additional information appeared in the Cal Cities 
Advocate.  
 
Homelessness: The Governor highlighted homelessness as one of the five biggest challenges facing the 
state this year and seeks $8 billion for homelessness resources in 2022-23, following through on many 
of the commitments made last year. There also is an additional $2 billion increase over the next two 
years to expand access to housing for vulnerable populations with complex behavioral health 
conditions and people living in encampments. The Legislature wants to ensure the state's resources 
result in meaningful reductions in homelessness. This includes a focus on accountability through new 
reporting requirements for homelessness services and programs receiving state funding. As successful 
results are identified, there could be changes to where funding goes and requirements of local 
governments. 
 
Brown Act: With the ability for cities to use AB 361 (Rivas, Robert) relying on the Governor’s declared 
state of emergency, we are to working with the Governor’s Office and the Legislature to ensure cities 
can continue to have public meetings and conduct city business safely and uninterrupted in 2022. 
Assembly Member Lee has also introduced AB 1944 that would allow public officials to teleconference 
from private locations with certain conditions are met. Notably Senator Caballero is the new chair of 
Senate Gov & Finance committee which oversees the Brown Act and Cal Cities is optimistic that she 
may be more open to changes than the previous chair. 
 
Public Safety / Prop 47: Although it will be a uphill battle for them to be seriously considered, three 
bills that range from tinkering to a full repeal of proposition 47 have been introduced: AB 1599 (Kiley), 
AB 1597 (Waldren), and AB 1603 (Salas) have all been set for a hearing in the Assembly Public Safety 
Committee on March 8. 

 

2022 HELEN PUTNAM APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
 

Each year the League of California Cities honors outstanding work in member cities across the state 
through the League Partner-sponsored Helen Putnam Awards for Excellence. If your city has done 

https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/search.aspx?id=ad485199-37cd-42cd-8217-d19b4d257119&session=21&s=sb114&t=bill
https://www.calcities.org/detail-pages/news/2022/02/09/governor-signs-new-covid-19-sick-leave-legislation-into-law
https://www.calcities.org/detail-pages/news/2022/02/09/governor-signs-new-covid-19-sick-leave-legislation-into-law
https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/search.aspx?id=ad485199-37cd-42cd-8217-d19b4d257119&session=21&s=ab361&t=bill
https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/search.aspx?id=ad485199-37cd-42cd-8217-d19b4d257119&session=21&s=ab%201599&t=bill
https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/search.aspx?id=ad485199-37cd-42cd-8217-d19b4d257119&session=21&s=ab%201597&t=bill
https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/search.aspx?id=ad485199-37cd-42cd-8217-d19b4d257119&session=21&s=ab%201603&t=bill
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remarkable, innovative work in any of the 12 award categories now is the time to get your deserved 
recognition. These awards are an opportunity to thank your employees and collaborators, gain the 
appreciation of your residents and feel proud of outstanding contributions made to better your city.  
 
The award recognizes the successes of California cities as demonstrated by beneficial innovations, 
resourceful efficiencies, improved public service, and overall enhanced public trust and support. The 
award also provides a great opportunity to have a community celebration of the good work you are doing.  
 
Does your city have an outstanding program that delivers efficiency, quality service and innovation? Enter 
your program at www.helenputnam.org to compete for the recognition it deserves. Online entry deadline 
is April 14 at 5 PM. 

 
Upcoming Events & Legislative Deadlines 

 
February 18:  Last day for bills to be introduced 
March 3:  Los Angeles County Division General Membership Meeting (Universal Sheraton) 
March 16 – 18:  Planning Commissioner Academy (San Ramon) 
March 23 – 25:  Public Works Officers Institute (Monterey) 
April 8 – 17:  Legislature’s Spring Recess 
April 29:  Last day for legislative policy committees to hear and report fiscal bills introduced in their house 
May 6:  Last day for legislative policy committees to hear and report nonfiscal bills introduced in their 
house 
May 11 – 13:  City Leaders Summit (new for 2022, Cal Cities has combined our Legislative Action Day and 
the Mayors & Council Members Executive Forum) 

https://www.helenputnam.org/award_categories.php
http://www.helenputnam.org/
http://www.lacities.org/
https://www.calcities.org/detail-pages/event/2022/03/16/default-calendar/planning-commissioners-academy
https://www.calcities.org/detail-pages/event/2022/03/23/default-calendar/public-works-officers-institute
https://www.calcities.org/detail-pages/event/2022/05/11/default-calendar/city-leaders-summit
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