
South Bay Cities Council of Governments 
  

South Bay Transit Operators Working Group 
 

AGENDA 
 

Thursday, March 3, 2022 
2:00 p. m. - 3:00 p. m. 

 
 
2:00 p.m. Self-Introductions and Approval of February 3, 2022 Meeting Notes 

(Attachment A)  
 
2:05 p.m. Transit Operator Issues and Concerns Including COVID-19 Impacts 
 
2:20 p.m. Measure R and Measure M Updates 
 
2:25 p.m. Metro Construction Market Analysis ± Construction Cost Increase Index 

(Attachment B)   
 
2:35 p.m. Updates on Metro Issues, Initiatives & Studies 

- Metro Go Pass (Fareless System) Initiative 
- Green Line Extension to Torrance 
- Crenshaw Line Operating Plan 

 
2:45 p.m.  Transportation projects supporting 2028 Olympics and South Bay Olympic 

Venues 
 
2:55 p.m. February 2022 Transportation Update (Attachment C)  
 
2:57 p.m. Three Month Look-Ahead (Attachment D) 
 
3:00 p.m.     Announcements / Adjournment   

Next Transit Operators Working Group meeting date ± April 7th, 2022, at 2pm? 
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Attachment A    

South Bay Cities Council of Governments   
 

Transit Operators Working Group   
 

February 3, 2022    
 

Meeting Notes   
 

Attendees: Jacki Bacharach, Steve Lantz, David Leger & Amina Karwa (SBCCOG); Joyce Rooney, Leslie 
Scott & Diane Amaya (Beach Cities Transit); Dana Pynn (GTrans); Scott Greene (Metro); Jason Jo 

(Carson); Joe Linton (Streetsblog) 

 
1. Self-Introductions & Acceptance of the January 6, 2022 Meeting Notes     

The virtual meeting was called to order at 2:02 p.m. Meeting notes were accepted as presented.    
 
2. Transit Operator Issues and Concerns Including COVID-19 Impacts   

Ms. Pynn informed the group that GTrans was hit by the Omicron wave.  Many employees were out 
leading to a workforce shortage, but the issue seems to have tapered off now that the surge is receding. 
GTrans is trying to hire additional drivers. They are also working to prepare for the Superbowl crowds 
and are hoping to have adequate staff levels by that time.   
 
Ms. Rooney reported there was a jump in COVID cases in December and January but not enough to miss 
any trips. The opening of the Beach Cities transit center is to be determined, but will likely take place in 
Spring or early Summer. This month, Beach Cities Transit will focus on how to do outreach to transit 
agencies to explain the transition from the current location to the new location. They are currently 
working to procure other facility needs such as security and monitors.  
 
Mr. Jo reported that Carson Circuit re-started in January with modest ridership.  Mr. Jo reminded the 
group that Carson recently contracted with Long Beach Transit for some of the Carson Circuit routes. 
Long Beach Transit ridership figures were released to them as well and they were also modest, but 
Carson is hoping for ridership to pick up. Mr. Jo announced they have been struggling to get service from 
their current bus wash vendor and  asked the group for any recommendations for alternate 
firms/services.   
 
Mr. Greene reported Metro service has been reduced, with 10-minute frequency lines being reduced to  
12-minute frequencies due to operator shortages. Metro has been improving since January when 20% of 
service was missing every day. With the reduction in service, Metro should be back below 10% missed 
service pretty soon, with a target of only 1-2% by Spring/Summer. In June they are hoping to restore the 
bus levels and line frequency put forth in the NextGen bus plan.  The hiring effort continues but a 
slowdown happens during the background check process. Metro is also focused on the Superbowl and is 
planning a shuttle running from the Hawthorne Green Line Station. Lastly, Mr. Greene noted that Metro 
will have to close the Green Line down a few times this Spring to do the signal work.  
 

3. Measure R and Measure M Updates  
Mr. Lantz informed the group that SBCCOG has compiled a list of Measure R Metro Budget Requests 



which are going to the Transportation Committee and Board of Directors this month. The Measure M 
multi-year requests are also be processed at the same time. Mr. Lantz requested the group to send 
them any last-minute changes this week. Measure R and Measure M Metro Budget Request 
Spreadsheets were distributed. 
 
4. Updates on Metro Issues, Initiatives & Studies 
 
-Metro Go Pass (Fareless System) Initiative: 
Mr. Lantz explained to the group that fareless transit ended when Metro started to collect fares officially 
on January 10. Metro is still offering promotional subsidies to try to attract back riders including the low-
income LIFE program that provides deep discounts. Ms. Rooney noted that the Beach Cities are still not 
enforcing fare collection. 
 
-DĞƚƌŽ�͞'ŽůĚĞŶ�KƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇ͟�>ĞƚƚĞƌ͗ 
Dƌ͘�>ĂŶƚǌ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�DĞƚƌŽ�ŝƐ�ĂƐŬŝŶŐ�Ăůů�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��K'Ɛ�ƚŽ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�ĞĂĐŚ��K'͛Ɛ�ůŽŐŽ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞŵ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŽ�
ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�͚'ŽůĚĞŶ�KƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇ͛�>ĞƚƚĞƌ͗�ƚŚĞǇ�ĂƌĞ�ůŽŽŬŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�ƐƚĂƚĞ�ĨƵŶĚƐ�ƚŽ�ŚĞůƉ�ŝŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƌĞĐŽǀĞƌǇ�ĞĨĨŽƌƚ͘�
Mr. Lantz noted the SBCCOG has already approved it and submitted an accompanying letter    
requesting Metro focus on providing funding for projects that were left out of those listed in the Golden 
Opportunity Letter.  
 
-Green Line Mid-Life Rebuild / Improvement Project Status: 
Metro staff has identified a new operating plan for the Crenshaw-LAX/Green Line. Metro staff believes 
they have the ability to continue to operate with two car platforms on the Green Line based on the new 
operating plan.  The SBCCOG is going to prepare an item discussing the operating plan while still 
encouraging Metro to continue to seek funds to get those platform extensions built in anticipation of 
the Green Line being extended to Torrance, and the Crenshaw Line getting extended to Hollywood. With 
all the system expansion, the SBCCOG believes there is the potential for demand to exceed capacity of 
two car trains, and will continue asking Metro to invest in these last four platform extensions.  This will 
bring the entire 'ƌĞĞŶ�>ŝŶĞ�ƵƉ�ƚŽ�DĞƚƌŽ͛Ɛ�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ�ƐƚĂŶĚĂƌĚ�ŽĨ three car platforms/trains while also not 
constraining the rest of the network. 
 
-Crenshaw Line Operating Plan: 
This item was discussed above under the Green Line Mid-Life Rebuild.  

Mr. Lantz noted  that Metro will be electrifying the entirety of the Silver Line as opposed to only a 
portion of it by increasing battery capacity of Silver Line buses.  
 
5. January 2022 Transportation Update: Item was received and filed.  
 
6. Three Month Look-Ahead: Item was received and filed.   
 
7. Announcements / Adjournment   
The group heard the objection to removing the Zoom link from the monthly agendas and Mr. Leger 
confirmed he will no longer post the Zoom link on the agendas. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:34 p.m. to March 3, 2022, at 2:00 p.m. 



Attachment B 

February 24, 2022          Item No. 34    Construction Market Analysis  
 

Motion by Directors Butts, Dutra, Najarian, Barger and Hahn 
 
The Construction Market Analysis (CMA) is an extremely informative overview of the 
obstacles confronting our economy and this agency as we continue to strive towards 
EULQJLQJ�WR�IUXLWLRQ�0HWUR¶V�DPELWLRXV�FDSLWDO�SURMHFWV�SURJUDP� 
 
The concluding bullet points state: 
 
Market factors arising from the ongoing recovery from the Covid pandemic continue to 
escalate project related costs. Updated economic projections indicate that this will 
continue into 2022 and supply chain issues and labor impacts will continue to be 
potential cost and schedule drivers.  
 
Staff will address the implication for Metro projects in our upcoming fiscal year Annual 
Program Evaluation. Staff will continue to monitor the market condition, develop and 
initiate mitigation strategies and continue Federal and State funding advocacy. 
 
The information and conclusions in the Analysis vividly reflect and focus a spotlight on 
the serious jeopardy Metro faces in its ability to further carry out our aggressive 
capital projects construction program with existing available resources. 
 
We believe the Board needs to avoid beating around the proverbial bush and explicitly 
address the issues raised in the CMA and we therefore Move to Instruct the CEO and 
staff to return to the Board in the upcoming fiscal year Annual Program Evaluation: 
 

1. With an assessment of what construction projects can reasonably continue 
without facing new budget shortfalls prior to their completion; and  
 

2. Since the cost of operations and maintenance of new rail lines is 
increasing faster than the increase in new sales tax revenues and  
construction costs are rising faster than the CPI: 
 

a. Asses the incremental and cumulative annual fiscal impact on the 
DJHQF\¶V�2SHUDWLRQV�DQG�0DLQWHQDQFe Budgets that will result from 
the opening of revenue service of each newly-completed capital 
project. 
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South Bay Cities Council of Governments      

                                                                          Attachment C 

March 1, 2022          

 
TO:   SBCCOG Transit Operators Working Group  
  SBCCOG Infrastructure Working Group 
  SBCCOG Transportation Committee  
  SBCCOG Board of Directors  
 
FROM:  Steve Lantz, SBCCOG Transportation Director 

RE:   SBCCOG Transportation Update Covering February 2022 

 
Adherence to Strategic Plan: 
Goal A: Environment, Transportation and Economic Development.  Facilitate, implement and/or 
educate members and others about environmental, transportation and economic development programs 
that benefit the South Bay. 

Federal 
 

Brookings Creates Federal Infrastructure Hub, A Comprehensive Guide To The IIJA/BIL 
The Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA), also known as the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law 
(BIL), is the most comprehensive infrastructure law passed by Congress in decades.  %XW�WKH�ODZ¶V�VKHHU�
size (1,000+ pages) and complexity (125+ new infrastructure programs) have also made it difficult to 
find specific funding opportunities.  
 
A new Brookings Federal Infrastructure Hub consolidates all this knowledge in one place. The new Hub 
includes an interactive database of every IIJA program, spending details, and key characteristics. The 
information is free to download at: Brookings Federal Infrastructure Hub .  
 
In creating the hub, Brookings also gained a better sense of just how big the IIJA/BIL is and how it will 
impact states and communities across the country.  Here are two interesting discoveries:  
 
The infrastructure law is smaller²and more roadway-focused²than the media are reporting 
IIJA spending will reach about $864 billion over five years, not $1.2 trillion being reported.  
An estimated $591 billion out of $864 billion in total spending (or 68%) will go to transportation 
programs. And within the transportation programs, $361 billion goes directly to various highway, 
roadway, and bridge programs.  The EPA will spend $54 billion on drinking and clean water programs. 
The Federal Communications Commission will commit $45 billion to broadband deployment. Over $29 
billion will be spent to make electricity generation, transmission, and distribution more reliable and 
resilient. Overall, 115 distinct programs, sub-programs, and set-asides should receive at least $1 billion 
each in funding. 
 
Over 125 new infrastructure programs could be launched 

fff fff ff fff fff ff fff ff fff ff fff ff fff fff ff fff ff fff ff fff fff ff fff ff fff ff fff ff fff fff ff fff ff fff ff fff ff fff fff ff fff ff fff ff fff fff ff fff ff fff ff fff ff fff fff ff fff ff fff ff fff ff fff fff ff fff ff fff ff fff fff ff fff ff fff ff fff ff fff fff ff fff ff fff ff fff ff fff fff ff fff ff fff ff fff fff ff fff ff fff ff fff ff fff fff ff fff ff fff ff fff ff fff fff ff fff ff fff ff fff fff ff fff ff fff ff fff ff fff fff ff fff ff fff ff fff ff fff fff ff fff ff fff ff fff fff ff fff f  Earlier today, the U.S. House of Representatives voted 220-212 on a procedural measure to advance the Senate-passed Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, a budget framework for the $3.5 trillion reconciliation package to fund Build Back Better priorities not included in the Senate-passed bill, as well as a separate voting rights bill. As part of the agreement that allowed the House to move forward with all three pieces of legislation, a hard deadline of September 27th has been set for a vote on the Senate-passed infrastructure bill.  Committees in both the House and the U.S. Senate will now begin drafting reconciliation legislation, a process they hope to complete by September 15th. The framework for reconciliation legislation includes instructions for committees to establish universal preschool for 3- and 4-year-olds; enhance child care and elder care for working families; make community college tuition-free for two years; expand child tax credits; add hearing, dental, and vision coverage to Medicare; lower the price of prescription drugs; lower carbon emissions and transition much of the U.S. power grid to clean energy sources; invest in affordable housing; provide a pathway to citizenship for immigrant families and workers; and more.  Metro staff is continuing to advocate for inclusion of Board-approved Federal priorities as part of the broader reconciliation package, and we will continue to keep the Board apprised of new developments.  House Advances Budget Resolution and Bipartisan Infrastructure Legislation   Earlier today, the U.S. House of Representatives voted 220-212 on a procedural measure to advance the Senate-passed Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, a budget framework for the $3.5 trillion reconciliation package to fund Build Back Better priorities not included in the Senate-passed bill, as well as a separate voting rights bill. As part of the agreement that allowed the House to move forward with all three pieces of legislation, a hard deadline of September 27th has been set for a vote on the Senate-passed infrastructure bill.  Committees in both the House and the U.S. Senate will now begin drafting reconciliation legislation, a process they hope to complete by September 15th. The framework for reconciliation legislation includes instructions for committees to establish universal preschool for 3- and 4-year-olds; enhance child care and elder care for working families; make community college tuition-free for two years; expand child tax credits; add hearing, dental, and vision coverage to Medicare; lower the price of prescription drugs; lower carbon emissions and transition much of the U.S. power grid to clean energy sources; invest in affordable housing; provide a pathway to citizenship for immigrant families and workers; and more.  Metro staff is continuing to advocate for inclusion of Board-approved Federal priorities as part of the broader reconciliation package, and we will continue to keep the Board apprised of new developments.  
 

https://www.brookings.edu/interactives/brookings-federal-infrastructure-hub/
https://www.brookings.edu/interactives/brookings-federal-infrastructure-hub/
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Assuming future congressional appropriators fund every program within the law, then the IIJA / BIL will 
have launched 129 new federal infrastructure programs or set-asides. The bulk of these new programs 
(86) are competitive but this is still a formula-driven law. A total of $660 billion²or 76% of the entire 
funding in the law²either gets delivered directly to states and localities via formula funding or to 
specific federal agencies for predetermined activities such as research or product monitoring. For 
instance, the new $42 billion broadband capital account will be allocated via a formula. 
 
White House Releases Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) Guidebook 
To help local jurisdictions navigate the IIJA / BIL, the White House recently released a Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law guidebook, which contains a funding roadmap, individual program details, upcoming 
key dates and date ranges for key activities, partner information, and other explanatory documents for 
upcoming 2022 and 2023 programs.   
 
Additionally, the guidebook groups funding programs by issue area. Each chapter contains a cover note 
explaining how to prepare to apply for and potentially receive each subset of funding. The memos also 
identify additional resources that cities can utilize as the federal government prepares to distribute the 
new funding. The guidebook will be updated at Build.gov as more information becomes available. 
 
America's Bridges Are Falling Apart Faster Than Expected; US DOT Increases Repair Funding  
5RXJKO\�D�WKLUG�RI�WKH�QDWLRQ
V���������EULGJHV�DUH�³VWUXFWXUDOO\�GHILFLHQW´��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�D�new report 
from the American Road and Transportation Builders Association (ARTBA). Although bridges were 
designed to last 100 years, they are failing far sooner.  

Deferred maintenance, climate change and heavier-than-anticipated traffic are causing bridges to wear 
out earlier than expected, and at the current rate of investment, it will take 30 years to fix all of America's 
structurally-deficient bridges. In response, the US DOT announced it will invest more than $26.5 billion 
in BIL funds over five years in a new bridge repair initiative, the single largest dedicated bridge 
investment since the construction of the Interstate highway system. Engineers are also advocating use of 
sensors as is currently done in Europe to predict actual bridge performance rather than continuing 
reliance on the age of the bridge to determine repair priority.  

US To Provide $5 Billion To Help States Build Network Of Electric Vehicle Charging Stations 
,Q�D�ELG�WR�UHGXFH�$PHULFD¶V�GHSHQGHQFH�RQ�JDV-powered cars, the Biden administration has announced a 
$5 billion investment to build electric vehicle charging stations across the interstate highway network. 
Part of the $1 trillion IIJA / BIL, the EV program will distribute the money to eligible states over a five-
year period. The goal of the initiative is to increase the number of publicly accessible EV charging 
stations from the current 47,142 to 500,000 chargers.  

But these chargers are only useful if electric vehicles are on the road. The administration is hoping to bring 
down EV purchase costs by ramping up production with more aggressive tax incentives. With an average 
Kelley Blue Book price of $56,437 for an electric car, many AmericaQV�VD\�WKH\�FDQ¶W�DIIRUG�WR�VZLWFK�� 

State 
 
State Bill Would Use L. A. Model To Waive Parking Tickets For Un-Housed  
A statewide bill (AB 1685) modeled after a successful program in Los Angeles City, would 
require all local jurisdictions to create a parking ticket relief program for people experiencing 
homelessness. Unhoused people, especially those living in a car, often rack up parking citations, 
which when left unpaid can lead to mounting debt, impounded vehicles, and the loss of a 
GULYHU¶V�OLFHQVH�� 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/BUILDING-A-BETTER-AMERICA_FINAL.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/BUILDING-A-BETTER-AMERICA_FINAL.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/build/
https://artbabridgereport.org/reports/2022-ARTBA-Bridge-Report.pdf
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Bill Would Require Remote Access To California Public Meetings  
AB 1944 would modernize the Brown Act by permanently requiring meetings to be live-streamed and 
allowing members of the public to give public comment remotely. 

Bill Re-Introduced To De-Criminalize Jaywalking 
A.B. 2147 was re-introduced to end the practice of stopping and citing pedestrians that pose no danger to 
themselves or others when they cross a street. A similar bill A.B. 1238, was vetoed last year by Governor 
Newsom. 

,Q�FRQWUDVW�WR�ODVW�\HDU¶V�ELOO��$�%�������GRHVQ¶W�UHSHDO�WKH�MD\ZDONLQJ�ODZ��,QVWHDG��LW�GHILQHV�ZKHQ�DQ 
officer can stop someone which continues to allow police to stop a pedestrian for unsafe crossing but 
RQO\�LQ�D�VLWXDWLRQ�ZKHQ�D�UHDVRQDEO\�FDUHIXO�SHUVRQ�ZRXOG�UHDOL]H�WKHUH¶V�DQ�LPPHGLDWH�GDQJHU�RI�
collision. 

Advocates for the law believe current jaywalk laws give law enforcement an excuse to stop anyone they 
want for engaging in everyday behavior. They support A.B. 2147 as a safety bill, a justice bill, and an 
economic justice bill that prevents police from using jaywalking as a pretext to stop minorities. 

SB 932 Would Improve Active Transportation Safety Planning in California Cities¶�*HQHUDO�3ODQV 
S.B. 932 would require a county or city to map its high injury network in its General Plan and to identify 
and prioritize safety improvements that would address serious traffic collisions. It would also create an 
annual grant program to award funding to jurisdictions that implement timely and effective short-term 
efforts to mitigate bicycle and pedestrian crashes and fatalities. 

The legislation has already passed two procedural votes and is likely to be assigned to the State Senate 
Transportation Committee. 

SB 922 Would Extend Environmental Exemption For Bike, Walk, Transit Projects 
S.B. 922, introduced in early February, would exempt environmentally-friendly transportation 
projects from lengthy CEQA environmental review. The bill would make permanent the CEQA 
exemption allowed under S.B. 288, which passed in 2020 and expires on January. 1, 2023. 

That exemption currently applies to active transportation plans, feasibility studies for active 
transportation, and bicycle, pedestrian, and transit projects. They include bicycle parking, signal timing, 
wayfinding, transit prioritization projects, pedestrian and bicycle facilities, or bus rapid transit, bus, or 
light rail services including dedicated transit lanes, transit queue jump lanes, high-occupancy vehicle 
lanes, transit stop boarding islands, and pedestrian improvements such as widening sidewalks and adding 
pedestrian refuge islands. 

The new bill would add carpool lanes to the list of projects granted CEQA streamlining, but only those 
that convert existing lanes to high-occupancy vehicle lanes ± not ones that add new lanes. It exempts 
projects costing less than $100 million, light rail projects in existing public rights of way and parking 
policies or projects that reduce or eliminate minimum parking requirements, remove parking, or 
implement transportation demand management requirements. 

Projects that cost over $100 million would also have to comply with new rules requiring transparency 
and racial equity. The larger projects would be required to conduct a racial equity analysis and an 
analysis of residential displacement which presents strategies to avoid displacement. 

 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB2147
https://usa.streetsblog.org/2021/05/05/how-and-why-to-repeal-jaywalking-laws/
https://usa.streetsblog.org/2021/05/05/how-and-why-to-repeal-jaywalking-laws/
https://cal.streetsblog.org/2021/10/12/newsoms-deeply-disappointing-vetoes-of-traffic-safety-bills/
https://cal.streetsblog.org/2021/10/12/newsoms-deeply-disappointing-vetoes-of-traffic-safety-bills/
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB932
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB922
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB922
https://cal.streetsblog.org/2020/08/31/bill-to-streamline-transit-bike-pedestrian-projects-sails-through-to-the-governor/
https://cal.streetsblog.org/2020/08/31/bill-to-streamline-transit-bike-pedestrian-projects-sails-through-to-the-governor/
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AB 1778 Would Outlaw Freeway Expansions Through Environmental Justice Communities 
In California, the families that have lost their homes to new and widened freeways over the last thirty 
years have also been disproportionately residents of Black and Latino neighborhoods. A.B. 1778 is a shot 
by climate and environmental justice advocates in their ongoing goal of re-programming state highway 
funding to transit and active transportation projects,  

Region 
 
Metro Delays Traffic Reduction Study To Address Pandemic Changes In Commute Behavior 
L.A. Metro is taking additional time to understand the impact of the pandemic on mobility patterns and 
other data used in the Traffic Reduction Study. The Traffic Reduction Study began in 2020. However, the 
extended duration of the coronavirus pandemic has significantly impacted how people commute.  
 
Over the past two years, employers have relaxed requirements for in-person work, reducing the need for 
HPSOR\HHV�WR�FRPPXWH�GDLO\��7KH�GHFOLQH�LQ�FRPPHUFLDO�RIILFH�VSDFH�RFFXSDQF\�OLNHO\�ZRQ¶W�VRRQ�UHWXUQ�
to pre-pandemic levels. And high turnover in the job market has led to shifts in traffic patterns, 
congestion areas and schedules. A number of these changes could reverse or become permanent as the 
region emerges from the pandemic. 

The L.A. Metro team is analyzing these factors and identifying types of transportation investments, low-
income assistance programs, and other strategies that will make a successful and equitable pilot Traffic 
Reduction program that may incorporate congestion pricing and other mobility strategies. The authority 
anticipates submitting a pilot program and implementation plan to the Metro Board for approval in 2023. 
If approved, L.A. Metro and partners will begin design and implementation of the pilot program for an 
anticipated launch in 2026. 

L.A. Will Reduce The Speed Limit By 5 Mph On 177 Miles Of Streets 
For years, traffic planners have been in a bind, largely prohibited under state laws from reducing speed 
limits even as vehicle deaths climbed to record levels. But a change in a law last year gave local officials 
some leeway, allowing local jurisdictions for the first time in decades to lower speed limits on major 
corridors. 
 
The new rules attempt to correct decades-old state laws that forced local officials to either raise the speed 
limit or lose the ability to write tickets. Last year, legislation by state Assembly Member Laura Friedman 
(D-Glendale) revised those rules, allowing cities to restore previously set lower speeds. Under the law 
signed by Gov. Gavin Newsom in October, speed limits may be reduced by no more than 5 mph. The law 
also gives cities more flexibility to downgrade speed limits in certain commercial zones. 
 

On February 22nd, the Los Angeles City Council unanimously approved a plan to lower speed limits by 5 
mph on 177 miles, or about 2%, of city streets. Speed limits will be reduced on major corridors from the 
San Fernando Valley to South Los Angeles where many pedestrian deaths and injuries take place. The 
Valley, with its wide boulevards, has historically had among the highest rates of pedestrian deaths, but 
when the pandemic hit, South L.A., including the Harbor area, took that spot, according to city data.  

 

 

https://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-speed-trap-20180722-story.html
https://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-speed-trap-20180722-story.html
https://laist.com/news/transportation/speed-limits-ab-43-los-angeles
https://laist.com/news/transportation/speed-limits-ab-43-los-angeles
https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2021/21-1223_rpt_dot_2-10-22.pdf
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Trends 
 
Michigan To Build Nation's First EV Charging Public Road; Other Charging Initiatives Underway 
Michigan will soon become the first state in the country to introduce an electric road system (ERS) that 
will use inductive charging technology to wirelessly power electric vehicles (EVs) as they drive over the 
pavement. 

The ERS pilot, which is a partnership between the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT), the 
Michigan Office of Future Mobility and Electrification and the Michigan Economic Development Corp., 
will be built on a one-mile stretch of road in Detroit, officials announced Feb. 1st. 

As EVs drive over the ERS, the system transfers energy from the grid to the road. Receivers installed 
below the chassis of the EVs transmit the power to the engine and battery, and a roadside management 
unit facilitates data exchange with approaching vehicles. A cloud-based control unit manages 
communications between vehicles and management units. 

Electrified roadways have the potential to accelerate adoption of EVs by enabling continuous vehicle 
operations and turning public streets into safe and sustainable shared energy platforms, Michigan 
officials said.  As more vehicles begin to travel on the smart road, the technology could reduce the need 
for gas and charging stations, freeing up cityscapes and lowering the impact of air pollution. The project 
is expected to be fully operational by 2023. 

Other public agencies have been experimenting with EV charging infrastructure. In Indiana, researchers 
at the Indiana Department of Transportation and Purdue University are using magnetizable concrete to 
provide a cleaner and more accessible method for wireless EV charging. Peachtree Corners, Ga., working 
with The Ray, developed a solar-powered roadway that produces 1,300 kilowatt-hours of electricity 
annually for a Level 2 EV charger at city hall at no cost to EV motorists. 

Covid-Era Americans Are Using Public Transit Less And Having More Car Crash Fatalities 
In the first half of 2021, more than 20,000 people died in car crashes, the highest since 2006. And transit 
ridership plummeted due to increased working from home and fears of riding transit during a pandemic. 

Transport experts say that these trends, while complex and not necessarily linked, are slowing progress 
on road safety while also hampering efforts to improve the livability of cities and to reduce air pollution 
DQG�JUHHQKRXVH�JDV�HPLVVLRQV�IURP�WKH�86�WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ�V\VWHP��ZKLFK�LV�WKH�FRXQWU\¶V�ODUJHVW�
contributor to dangerous climate change. 

The reasons behind the increase in traffic fataliWLHV�DUHQ¶W�IXOO\�XQGHUVWRRG�EXW�D�SUHYDLOLQJ�WKHRU\�LV�WKDW�
people have been speeding more, and therefore involved in worse crashes, due to roads that were cleared 
of the congestion when the pandemic hit and people stayed at home more. In addition, deaths are 
increasing due to the increase in SUVs, poor street lighting, and failure to use seatbelts. Finally, people 
are also spreading out their trips during the day and more people are walking and biking on roads 
designed for cars. 

https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/0,9309,7-387-90499-576685--,00.html
https://gcn.com/emerging-tech/2021/07/indiana-to-test-ev-charging-concrete/316216/
https://theray.org/
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 SBCCOG 3-Month Look Ahead      Attachment D 
             Updated 3/2/22 
 

 
March 2022 

 
 April 2022 

 
May 2022 

 
3. Transit Operators Working Group  
     Meeting 

x Crenshaw Operating Plan update 
x Transportation Projects for 2028 

Olympics 
x Metro Construction Market 

Analysis discussion 
 

9.  IWG Meeting  
x Parknav parking software 

presentation 
x Transportation Projects for 

2028 Olympics 
x Metro Construction Market 

Analysis discussion 
 

11.  Metro South Bay Service Council       
        Meeting 
 
14. SBCCOG Transportation Committee        

Meeting 
x Metro Construction Market 

Analysis discussion 
 
14. SBCCOG Steering Committee Meeting 
   
24. Metro Board Meeting 
 
24. SBCCOG General Assembly 
 
24. SBCCOG Board Meeting ʹ DARK  

 
 

 

 
7. Transit Operators Working Group  
     Meeting 

x Crenshaw Operating Plan update 
x Transportation Projects for 2028 

Olympics 
 

8.  Metro South Bay Service Council       
      Meeting 
 
11. SBCCOG Transportation Committee        

Meeting 
x Crenshaw Operating Plan  

discussion 
 
11. SBCCOG Steering Committee 

Meeting 
 
13. IWG Meeting  

x Econolite Priority Solution 
technology presentation 

x LA County presentation on 
pedestrian ITS project 

x Transportation Projects for 2028 
Olympics 

 
28. Metro Board Meeting 
 
28. SBCCOG Board Meeting 
 

 
 

 
5. Transit Operators Working Group 

Meeting 
 
9. SBCCOG Transportation Committee 

Meeting 
 
9. SBCCOG Steering Committee Meeting 
 
11. IWG Meeting 
 
13. Metro South Bay Service Council 

Meeting 
 
26. Metro Board Meeting 
 
26. SBCCOG Board Meeting 
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