
Jan Dennis Bio 
 
As a resident of Manhattan Beach for 58+ years, you might assume Jan was born 
and raised in this area. Not so, Janet DeNike Dennis was raised and educated in the 
small New England town of Ridgefield, Connecticut where at Christmas a giant tree 
was placed in the town-square and children of the community made decorations to 
adorn the tree., sing Christmas carols and enjoy hot apple cider. Being of an old 
Yankee family, Jan was brought up to value her heritage and community history. It 
was the depression with little money, but a lot of love and a wealth of tradition.  
 
After graduating from Ridgefield High School, she attended Art Career School in New 
York City. Upon entering the workplace, she did newspaper advertising for JC Penney 
before going into the graphic arts department of a publishing house, YEAR Inc., 
where she worked on the production of pictorial books and current event 
magazines. Upon moving to Manhattan Beach and prior to Jan’s 50+ years of civic 
community activities, she and her husband, Stan, had created “Janstan Studio”, a 
graphic arts business which Jan still operates. 
 
After serving on the Planning Commission, Jan was elected in 1984 to the City 
Council, where she served as the second female mayor in Manhattan Beach history. 
At this time it was her feeling there was a need to explore the heritage of the 
community and found that her adopted hometown was filled with a rich history. To 
take on such a task was not completely foreign for while working with the city staff 
and volunteering with almost every non-profit organization, she gained a great deal 
of knowledge about the community. This experience led her to writing and 
publishing many magazine articles and eighth Manhattan Beach history books 
dedicated to the community resident and the future generations.  
 
At present, Jan is working on the history of Manhattan Beach Fire Department. For 
the near future, plans are being made to presser years of Jan’s research material, 
when it will be presented to the California State University Dominguez Hills library, 
at the school’s request.  
 


