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 After careful review of METRO’s draft expenditure plan, our cities are united in 
supporting METRO in solving the mobility issues facing our region and its 88 
communities.  However, our communities believe that scheduling the tax measure for the 
November 2016 election is premature and divides our region.  We are requesting that the 
METRO Board delay the ballot measure in order to resolve some fundamental concerns 
and unify the region. 
 
 First, the new ½ cent tax measure does not honor the will of the voters when they 
passed Measure R in 2008.  Instead of completing projects already approved by the 
voters and adequately funding repairs of local streets, the measure proposes entirely new 
projects. 
 

The tax measure also proposes increasing funding for the $18.9 Billion Westside 
Sepulveda Pass Tunnel, which was funded for $1 Billion in Measure R.  The City of 
Boston struggled with funding the “Big Dig” and Los Angeles will struggle in funding the 
“Big Tunnel.”  If approved, the Big Tunnel will result in over 15% of the entire tax proceeds 
funding just one project.      
 
 Second, the new tax measure unfairly distributes sales taxes generated by our 
residents and businesses.  If the measure passes, our communities will donate their hard 
earned sales tax dollars to the Big Tunnel for the next four decades.     
 
 Most disturbing is that the tax measure will mandate that the region’s most 
disadvantaged communities, not only in the Gateway Cities and the South Bay, fund the 
construction of the Big Tunnel. 
 
 The streets in our region are falling apart.  Everyone knows it.  Roads are the 
backbone of our communities.  They serve all transportation modes – busses, cars, 
bicycles and trucks.  Our sidewalks serve pedestrians, children walking to school, our 
seniors and least mobile residents.  Instead of helping the cities repair roads and make 
safety improvements, METRO proposes diverting billions to construct the Big Tunnel.   
METRO’s response to our request for 20% of the new sales tax revenues to be dedicated 
to local transit and street needs was to raise the allocation from 16% to 17% initially and 
defer the 20% until 2040.  Our needs are now. 
 

If the voters approve the tax measure, who will be watching out for the interests of 
the voters?  METRO staff recently proposed an oversight committee that does not include 
representation from our subregions or the cities.  On top of this unfair committee structure, 
the oversight committee can recommend to the METRO Board changes to the voter 
approved list of projects once a decade without voter approval or other input.     
 



 We have communicated our fundamental concerns to METRO staff and to the 
Board on a number of occasions.  The latest staff proposal will not allocate the increase 
to the 20% local return funds that we are seeking for road repair funding to the cities until 
2040. This is simply insufficient, since by that time our roads will be impassible.      
 

We have no other option than to publically express our grave concerns with the 
design of the proposed tax measure.  We believe that the tax measure is premature and 
divisive.  We urge you to take a step back and work with us.   The region needs to be 
unified and not divided.  

 


