
South Bay Cities Council of Governments 
 

 
SBCCOG Transportation Committee Meeting 

Monday, March 8, 2021 @ 10:30 a.m. 
Conducted via Zoom 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
To address the SBCCOG Transportation Committee on any item or a matter within the Transportation Committee’s 
purview, please provide written comments by 5 p. m. March 7, 2021 via email to davidl@southbaycities.org. All 
written comments submitted will become part of the official record. Unless otherwise noted in the Agenda, the 
Public can only provide written comment on SBCCOG related business that is within the jurisdiction of the SBCCOG 
and/or items listed on the Agenda which will addressed during the Public Comment portion of the meeting. 
 

ACCESSING THE MEEING: 
Receive Zoom meeting credentials in advance of the meeting by using the below link: 
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwkfuqurDsjEtXrrw8SuNAP0LjuhNNtU3zV  
OR to access the Zoom meeting, visit https://zoom.us/join or call (669) 900-9128 and use Meeting ID: 
989 9362 0981; Passcode: 722264 
 

AGENDA 
10:30 a.m. Welcome / Self-Introductions 
10:32 a.m. Public Comment 
10:34 a.m. Consent Calendar 

a. February 8, 2021 Transportation Committee Minutes (Attachment A) – Approve 
b. March 2021 Transportation Update (Attachment B) – Receive and File 

10:35 a.m. SBCCOG Transportation Working Group Updates  
a. Infrastructure Working Group 
b. Transit Operators Working Group 
c. Metro Service Council 

10:45 a. m.  Caltrans Update  
10:50 a. m.  Measure R SBHP / Measure M MSP Metro Budget Request Update 
11:05 a. m. Updates on Metro Projects, Programs, and Initiatives  

a. C (Green) Line Update 
     1. C (Green) Line SBCCOG Scoping Comment Letter (Attachment C) - Approve 

b. Recovery Plan 
c. Traffic Reduction / Congestion Pricing Study 

 11:35 a.m. Transit Project Metrics – Shifting from Ridership to Access 
11:40 a.m. Three Month Look Ahead (Attachment D) – Receive and File 
11:45 a.m. Announcements / Adjournment 
 
Next Transportation Committee meeting – Monday, April 12, 2021, 10:30 a. m.       
To include an item in the agenda, e-mail to: lantzsh10@gmail.com by April 1, 2021. 

mailto:davidl@southbaycities.org
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwkfuqurDsjEtXrrw8SuNAP0LjuhNNtU3zV
https://zoom.us/join
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                                                                                   Attachment A 
 

South Bay Cities Council of Governments 
 

Transportation Committee 
February 8, 2021 
Meeting Minutes  

(Held virtually via Zoom) 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIR HORVATH CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 10:33 A.M.  
 

I. Welcome / Self-Introductions  
In attendance were the following voting SBCCOG Board Members:  
Christian Horvath, Chair (Redondo Beach) 
Chris Pimentel (El Segundo) 

Stacey Armato (Hermosa Beach) 
Olivia Valentine (Hawthorne)

 
Non-Voting Representatives 
Ted Semaan, IWG (Redondo Beach) 
James Lee, TOWG (Beach Cities Transit) 

Don Szerlip, Metro South Bay Service Council 

 
         Also in attendance were the following persons: 

Jason Jo (Carson) 
Elias Sassoon (El Segundo) 
Peter Puglese (Inglewood) 
Julian Lee (Lawndale) 
Prem Kumar (Manhattan Beach) 
Steve Finton (Torrance)  
Shin Furukawa (Torrance) 
Art Reyes (Torrance) 
Joey Garcia (Torrance) 
Tony Tavares (Caltrans) 
Gloria Roberts (Caltrans) 
Roger Yoh (Caltrans) 
Hammer Sui (Caltrans) 
Sarah Horn (Caltrans) 

Maryam Adhami (LA County DPW) 
Mark Dierking (Metro) 
Mike Bohlke (Metro Deputy to James Butts) 
Isidro Panuco (Metro) 
Connie Turner (SCE) 
Luke Klipp (Supervisor Hahn’s Office) 
Jamie Hwang (Supervisor Hahn’s Office) 
Tami Podesta (HNTB) 
Eileen Ryder (Parsons) 
Jim Hannon (SB Bicycle Coalition) 
Jacki Bacharach (SBCCOG) 
Steve Lantz (SBCCOG) 
David Leger (SBCCOG) 

 
II. Public Comment – no public comments received.   

 
III. Consent Calendar 

A. December 14, 2020 Transportation Committee Minutes - APPROVED 
B. January 2021 Transportation Update – RECEIVED AND FILED 
 
MOTION by Committee Member Pimentel, seconded by Committee Member Armato, to APPROVE the consent 
calendar. Approved without objection. 
 

IV. SBCCOG Transportation Working Group Updates 
A. Infrastructure Working Group Update  

Mr. Semaan noted the IWG met on January 13th and heard a presentation by Kali Fogel with RIITS/Metro 
about RIITS and SBFN integration.  There was also a roundtable discussion on other SBFN-enabled 
transportation projects. The next IWG meeting will include a presentation by LA County Sanitation Districts on 
SB1383 and organic waste reduction requirements.   
 

B. Transit Operators Working Group Update 
Mr. Lee reported that the TOWG met last week and discussed ongoing COVID-19 impacts and the status of 
the Measure R Decennial Transit Transfer.   
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C. Metro Service Council  
Mr. Szerlip reported that the Service Council has not met since the last Transportation Committee meeting, 
but will be meeting again later this week.  Mr. Szerlip shared that the comment period for the C Line (Green) 
scoping is open.  There will be two public meetings on February 24th and 27th.   

  
V. Caltrans Update 

Caltrans District 7 Director Tony Tavares introduced himself and presented an update on the Caltrans 
Ambassador Program.  The program began in 2020 and aims to foster communication and strengthen 
partnerships with local communities. He also discussed Caltrans’ ongoing efforts to address equity, noting the 
new Equity Statement that was adopted in December 2020.  Mr. Yoh then took some time to review Caltrans 
projects currently in the environmental, design, and construction phases in the South Bay.  The full presentation is 
available online here: 
https://www.southbaycities.org/sites/default/files/transportation_committee/PRESENTATION_Ambassador%20Qu
arterly%20Update%202-8-2021.pdf  
 
Committee Chair Horvath thanked Director Tavares and Mr. Yoh for their presentation and asked Mr. Tavares if 
Caltrans is concerned about potential efforts to use SB1 funding to help replace other lost revenues due to the 
pandemic.  Director Tavares explained that laws were put in place to safeguard against such situations, so as 
things stand, SB1 funds appear to be safe.  
 
Committee Chair Horvath also noted Caltrans’ focus on Active Transportation and non-vehicle modalities, 
explaining the SBCCOG is focused on similar issues in the South Bay.  He asked how Caltrans and the South 
Bay could better work together to implement safer bike routes/slow-speed lanes that move the traffic off of the 
dangerous thoroughfares like PCH and on to parallel routes.  Ms. Bacharach also shared that the SBCCOG is 
finishing the Local Travel Network Route Refinement Study.  Director Tavares explained that D7 is currently 
working with cities on a gap analysis for pedestrian and bicycle features which will identify gaps between state 
and local systems.  It will also identify solutions that Caltrans may be able to implement.  He also added that D7 
would be happy to work with the SBCCOG on applications for SB1 ATP planning grants.   
 
Committee Chair Horvath also asked about permitting issues and if that was something the Ambassador Program 
would help with.  Director Tavares informed him that is exactly what the program aims to help with, adding that it 
is something he has heard throughout his career at Caltrans and throughout the state.  He added that it is best to 
get Caltrans involved from the beginning so that staff can help guide and navigate the city, hopefully reducing the 
amount of re-writing necessary.   
 
Mr. Lantz elaborated that the SBCCOG cities have been subject to years-long permitting reviews that are often 
exacerbated by changing standards.  Mr. Lantz asked if there was any possibility of “grandfathering” projects into 
the requirements of when their application was submitted.  Director Tavares explained that it could be possible in 
certain situations, depending on the revised standards.  He cautioned that if the standards revisions are safety 
related, there would likely be no possibility of grandfathering projects as even Caltrans has to re-design projects if 
safety standards change.   
 

VI. Measure R SBHP / Measure M MSP Updates 
A. FY 2021-22 Measure M Metro Budget Request– APPROVED  
B. FY 2021-22 Measure R Metro Budget Request – APPROVED  

Mr. Lantz reviewed the items, noting they are largely similar in format.  He provided an overview of the 
SBCCOG’s Metro Budget Request process and briefly touched on the requests that were submitted.  He 
explained that in the Measure R item, there is also a portion for the previously-approved Transit Transfer 
projects that were submitted in the FY20-21 budget request. He noted that transferring Measure R funding 
from the current Highway subfund to a new Transit subfund is considered an amendment of the Measure R 
Ordinance that triggers a one-year state legislative notice requirement. Accordingly, Metro staff did not act on 
the transit projects last year.  The projects are being re-submitted this year as the Metro Board is expected to 
vote on the transfer amendment this summer.   
 
MOTION by Committee Member Armato, seconded by Committee Chair Horvath, to APPROVE the Measure 
R and Measure M Metro Budget Requests.  Approved without objection.   
 

VII. Updates on Metro Projects, Programs, and Initiatives 
Mr. Lantz reminded the committee that Metro’s C Line (Green) scoping meetings are taking place at the end of 
the month. He reviewed the two routes being evaluated in the EIR.  Both routes will have issues, but Metro hopes 

https://www.southbaycities.org/sites/default/files/transportation_committee/PRESENTATION_Ambassador%20Quarterly%20Update%202-8-2021.pdf
https://www.southbaycities.org/sites/default/files/transportation_committee/PRESENTATION_Ambassador%20Quarterly%20Update%202-8-2021.pdf
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to complete the EIR in the next 12-18 months, followed by design and construction. Under current timelines, the 
schedule to complete construction of the line takes place between 2030-2033.  Metro considers this a “pillar 
project” that could be accelerated to be finished by the 2028 Olympics. Committee Chair Horvath reminded 
attendees that the scoping meeting are not only for those cities that have the line running through them, but all 
surrounding cities.  
 
Mr.  Lantz also shared that Metro Board is considering recommendations from its internal Recovery Task Force 
and efforts to recover lost revenue during the pandemic and rising operations costs.  Mr. Lantz also touched on 
the Fareless System Initiative (FSI) currently being studied at Metro.  The FSI was originally proposed to eliminate 
all fares, which total more than $250M/year.  Implementing the FSI could have significant impacts on Metro’s 
ability to receive federal capital grant funding.  As part of federal grant applications, Metro is required to prove the 
financial capability to deliver the project, including funding to operate the service.  In its most recent full funding 
grant agreement, Metro had indicated it planned on increasing fares.  Rather than eliminate all fares, the Metro 
Board instructed staff to return with a less sweeping pilot program that would eliminate fares for low income and 
K-12 students and fare capping. Metro staff has yet to identify where replacement funding would come from. 

   
VIII. Three Month Look-Ahead – Received and Filed  

Ms. Bacharach announced that the SBCCOG Steering Committee will be considering comments to LAWA on the 
ATMP EIR.  The SBCCOG Board will be hearing a presentation by Metro on the C Line (Green) Extension to 
Torrance.  The Board will likely be asked to delegate authority to the Steering Committee to submit a comment 
letter because the submission deadline will be prior to the next SBCCOG Board meeting.    
 

IX. Announcements / Adjournment 
Committee Chair Horvath adjourned the meeting at 11:44 a.m. to March 8, 2021 at 10:30 am.  
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South Bay Cities Council of Governments            Attachment B 

March 1, 2021 

TO:   SBCCOG Board of Directors  
SBCCOG Transit Operators Working Group –3/4/21 meeting 
SBCCOG Transportation Committee - 3/8/21 meeting 

  SBCCOG Infrastructure Working Group – 3/10/21 meeting 
    
 
FROM:  Steve Lantz, SBCCOG Transportation Director 

RE:   SBCCOG Transportation Update Covering February 2021 

 
Adherence to Strategic Plan: 

 Goal A: Environment, Transportation and Economic Development.  Facilitate, implement and/or   
educate members and others about environmental, transportation and economic development programs 
that benefit the South Bay. 

Federal 

House Rescue Bill Includes $30 Billion for Transit  
The $1.9 Trillion American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (H.R. 1319) that was approved and sent to the 
Senate on February 26th by a vote of 219-212 includes $30 billion for transit agencies across the nation. 
L. A. Metro expects to receive more than $975 million through the formulas in the bill.  The bill is 
expected have a bumpier road in the Senate.  
 
The American Public Transit Association (APTA) has been seeking $39.3 billion on top of the $39 
billion that has been provided for pandemic-related operating deficits in the two previous relief acts in 
2020. H. R. 1319 contains more than $30 billion for the transit industry through urbanized and rural 
formula funding, planning grants, operating assistance grants and grants to qualifying projects in the 
federal Capital Improvement Grants (CIG) Program.  
 
Administration Rules Out Federal Gas Tax Increase To Replenish The Highway Trust Fund 
The federal debate over how to pay for a massive infrastructure bill began on February 15th when 
President Biden met with Congressional leaders to discuss his proposed $1.9 trillion infrastructure bill. 
On the agenda was a discussion of raising federal gas taxes. Federal transportation investments are 
supposed to be funded by federal gas taxes deposited into the Federal Highway Trust Fund. However, 
the Trust Fund has required $140 billion in transfers from Federal general fund revenue since 2008.  
 
Democrats have shown significantly more interest than Republicans in raising transportation taxes to 
meet environmental and racial-justice goals. The Senate Public Works Committee unanimously adopted 
a five-year highway package in 2019 that would have boosted overall highway spending by more than a 
quarter, while dedicating some $10 billion to battle climate change and streamlining the approval 
process for federally-funded projects. But Republicans killed a companion House bill last year which 
forced Congress to extend the current highway law through October 2021. Now that Democrats control 
the Senate, they are expected to use their previous bill as the starting point for a new round of 
discussions. 



Major auto makers plan to stop producing gas-powered vehicles by 2035. The Biden Administration has 
set a goal to have 500,000 electric charging stations across the country by 2030. The shift to electric 
vehicles will require lawmakers at the federal and state level to re-design the Trust Fund and look for 
other sustainable transportation revenue sources. In the meantime, Some supporters of a gas tax increase 
also want to index the gas tax to keep up with inflation, but the Biden Administration removed a gas tax 
increase as an option. The last attempt to pass a five-year highway bill with a gas tax increase never 
received a floor vote in the Senate,  

LA Metro Seeks Federal Funds for Fareless System Initiative Pilot Program in Infrastructure Bill 
The L. A. Metro Board is considering embarking on an initiative conceived by CEO Phil Washington to 
enable low-income riders and K-12 students to ride Metro buses and trains without paying a fare. If 
approved in March, the initiative would begin with an 18-month pilot program that is estimated to cost 
more than $300 million in forgone revenue and increased operating costs. 
 
Since 75% of Metro’s riders are low income or students, and anticipating Board approval, CEO 
Washington sent a letter to the Congressional Delegation on February 15th seeking federal funding for 
the Metro Fareless System Initiative. The letter points out that the request is consistent with the Biden 
Administration’s Justice40 Initiative in which 40% of benefits from certain Federal investments 
(including the President’s January 27th Executive Order on Tackling the Climate Crisis at Home and 
Abroad) would flow to disadvantaged communities.  

Transportation Agencies Wrestle With New Federal Mask Mandate 
A new federal order requires passengers to wear masks “while boarding, disembarking, and traveling on 
any conveyance into or within the United States,” as well as “at any transportation hub that provides 
transportation within the United States.” People with disabilities who cannot wear masks are exempt, 
and face coverings can be removed while eating, drinking, taking medication and going through security 
screenings.  
 
Transit advocates welcomed the backing of a presidential order to push mask usage. However, transit 
agencies are grappling with enforcement protocols and staffing requirements. Many are concerned with 
the new risks for transit operators who already have reported increasing verbal and occasional physical 
attacks. L. A. Metro has decided to add ambassadors, increase transit security and partner with social 
service agencies to remove non-compliant riders from the system.  Metro believes new mask and 
homeless fare enforcement programs are essential to recovering ridership lost during the COVID 19 
pandemic, but the initiatives will cost up to $100 million.   Metro and other systems in L. A. County 
already have stepped up outreach in the form of announcements to get the message across to riders that 
the policy is a federal mandate. 
 
E-BIKE Act Would Provide 30% Federal Tax Credit For Electric Bicycle Purchases 
Federal legislation introduced on February 9th would create a federal tax incentive for the purchase of 
electric bicycles in the US. Advocates seek to provide electric bikes the same federal incentive already 
available for electric cars and motorcycles. 

The bill would offer a 30% tax credit of up to $1,500 for buying an electric bicycle. To qualify, the 
electric bicycle would have to be priced below $8,000. Only one tax credit would be applied during a 
three-year period, but couples filing jointly could apply for two tax credits in three years to cover two e-
bike purchases. Electric bicycles ranging in price from $1,000 to $3,500 are being marketed as low-cost, 
commute and delivery options to address climate change. 

https://electrek.co/2021/02/09/new-e-bike-act-introduces-30-us-federal-tax-credit-for-electric-bicycle-purchases/


House Republicans Propose Nationwide Ban On Municipal Broadband Networks 
House Republicans unveiled a plan on February 19th to "boost” broadband connectivity and competition. 
Republicans call it the CONNECT Act, for "Communities Overregulating Networks Need Economic 
Competition Today."  
 
One of the key planks is prohibiting states and cities from building or expanding their own broadband 
networks. The bill says that "a State or political subdivision thereof may not provide or offer for sale to 
the public, a telecommunications provider, or to a commercial provider of broadband Internet access 
service, retail or wholesale broadband Internet access service. The bill has an exception that would allow 
existing government networks to continue in cities and towns without substantial broadband 
competition. States or municipalities that already offer Internet service may continue to do so if "there is 
no more than one other commercial provider of broadband Internet access that provides competition for 
that service in a particular area." 
 
The bill is reminiscent of laws in nearly 20 states that restrict the building of municipal networks. But it 
has no realistic chance of passage in the Democratic-controlled House. Democrats have tried to 
eliminate restrictions on community broadband networks over the years. House Democrats last 
year proposed legislation that would overturn state laws that prevent the growth of municipal broadband. 
 
FCC Offers COVID 19- Related Broadband Service Discounts For Eligible Households 
The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) issued rules on February 25th for its new $3.2 billion 
broadband subsidy program which will provide eligible households with discounts of up to $50 a month 
for broadband services (up to $75 per month for households on tribal lands). It also will provide a one-
time discount of up to $100 on a computer or tablet for eligible households. 
 
The Emergency Broadband Benefit Program is open to households that participate in an existing low-
income or pandemic relief program offered by a broadband provider; Lifeline subscribers, including 
those that are on Medicaid or accept SNAP benefits; households with kids receiving free and reduced-
price lunch or school breakfast; Pell grant recipients; and those who have lost jobs and seen their income 
reduced in the last year. 

FCC's Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) will administer the program with service 
providers, as they do with Lifeline and other subsidy programs.  

See the FCC Fact Sheet at:  https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-370355A1.pdf 

Region 

Metro Considers Congestion Pricing For DTLA, I-10 Freeway, Santa Monica Mountains 
L. A. Metro is in the process of conducting a two-year Traffic Reduction Study, which considers 
managing traffic through congestion pricing and providing more transportation options. At its February 
25th meeting, The Metro Board considered four congestion pricing pilot projects that could be 
implemented beginning in 2025.  
 
The pilot projects would use cordon or corridor pricing strategies to target congestion between 
Downtown L. A. and the San Fernando Valley, on the I-10 freeway between the I-405 and I-5 freeways, 
and in an area surrounding Downtown. In the corridor pricing concept travelers would be charged based 
on distance traveled similar to current ExpressLanes. However, all freeway lanes would be included in 
the tolling concept. A concept known as cordon pricing would be used to charge a fee to enter the L. A. 

https://republicans-energycommerce.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/CONNECT-Act.pdf
https://arstechnica.com/tech-policy/2020/06/100-billion-universal-fiber-plan-proposed-by-democrats-in-congress/
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-370355A1.pdf


Central Business District. Metro staff will spend the next several years refining and environmentally 
clearing the concepts. 
  
Board members expressed concerns about potential economic impacts on small and disadvantaged 
businesses, how delivery trucks would be handled, and the need to improve transit service options 
before the pilot projects begin. Staff committed that revenue generated through congestion pricing 
would be reinvested into the communities which surround the pilot areas, potentially going toward 
improved transit service, incentives for carpooling, and active transportation infrastructure.  
 
Trends 
 
Post-COVID-19, Transit Agencies May Shift To Metrics Other Than Ridership And Fare Revenue 
For generations transit operators have been funded based on formulae that include ridership and fare revenue in 
addition to their service costs. The pandemic has required transit leaders to shift their service to continue to 
serve essential worker trips due to dramatically lower ridership, scarce fare revenues and staff shortages. 
Unfortunately. recovery is being framed by the old metrics of ridership and revenue growth. 

However, the new focus on providing reliable service for essential riders provides transit operators and funding 
agencies an opportunity to focus on a new metric for usefulness: transit access. The new focus could 
significantly change the way transit subsidies are allocated. 

An agency’s success could be evaluated based on its service reliability and the share of jobs reachable 
for a given population within a given trip time, such as 60 minutes door-to-door.  A transit agency would 
then be motivated to focus on reducing travel times in comparison to alternate modes.   

This concept of access can also help transit agency leaders plan how to ramp back up when the 
pandemic ends. “There is a chance to build back better,” says Rogoff, using one of President Joe Biden’s 
favorite catchphrases. “Transit riders in various communities will expect their service to return. 
Agencies will have less money while they face these expectations to resume service.” 

Some agencies have already signaled a greater focus on access. As an example, when the transit operator 
in Santa Clara County, California implemented an access-focused service restructuring in 2019, 
ridership immediately rose 4%. Over the last decade, Seattle adopted a goal of maximizing the number 
of households within a 10-minute walk of 10-minute frequency transit service, and the city subsequently 
posted the fastest transit ridership growth in the nation. L. A, Metro is pursuing a similar strategy  with its 
NextGen Study and Fareless System Initiative by using new travel and fare payment data bases of current and 
prospective riders to more accurately tailor service changes that match trip origins and destination data and to 
provide transit priority on freeways and streets.    

With transit ridership likely to recover slowly after the pandemic recedes, critics of public transportation 
spending may cite lower passenger counts as a justification to reduce funding, which could push transit 
into a death spiral. By emphasizing the importance of access, agencies hope to untether policy debates 
from ridership numbers. With newly appointed U.S. Department of Transportation Secretary Pete 
Buttigieg already talking about how transit can unlock opportunity for those who are struggling, the 
language of access could provide the best framework for transit advocates to press their case. 
 
 
 

https://www.seattle.gov/transit/route-improvements/access-to-very-frequent-(10-minute)-transit-service#:~:text=One%20of%20the%20goals%20set,walk%20by%20the%20year%202025.
https://kingcounty.gov/elected/executive/constantine/news/release/2018/February/21-metro-ridership.aspx#:~:text=The%20greater%20Seattle%2Darea%20led,frequent%20and%20reliable%20travel%20options.
https://www.nbcnews.com/tech/tech-news/can-public-transportation-survive-pandemic-experts-warn-death-spiral-n1252214
https://www.npr.org/2021/01/27/961278963/buttigieg-on-biden-administrations-priorities-for-transportation-department?t=1611903208115


Demand For Electric Cars Stuck In Neutral 
California and the federal government agree they need to set ambitious climate goals, and major 
automakers are increasingly betting that the future of their business lies with electric cars. But 
consumers aren’t there yet. 

Despite growing momentum for a national shift toward cleaner cars, fewer than 1% of vehicles on the 
nation’s roads are electric.  Americans are buying so many gas-guzzling sport utility vehicles and pickup 
trucks that they had in effect canceled emissions reductions from every electric vehicle in the United 
States. 

This divide between the reality of America’s auto market and what the federal government and some 
automakers hope it will become is certain to create dilemmas for the Biden administration as it sets out 
to negotiate a new set of fuel economy standards. 

Biden is expected to replace the weaker tailpipe emissions standards put in place by the Trump 
administration with new regulations modeled on California’s voluntary agreement with five automakers. 
Under the state’s rules, car companies would be required to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by nearly 
4% each year. 

At stake is President Biden’s ability to deliver on his promise of eliminating greenhouse gas emissions 
by 2050 to prevent the worst effects of climate change. Calculating backward, most environmentalists 
say the only way to meet that goal is to mandate all new cars be emissions-free by 2035. 

But federal and California regulators, as well as major car companies, are already looking ahead to the 
next set of standards that would apply to cars built after model year 2026. Finalizing rules that would 
apply to cars built after model year 2026 could take two years and prove the ultimate test of whether the 
administration is able to rein in the nation’s greenhouse gas emissions. 

China, meanwhile, has mandated that 40% of all new cars must be electric by 2030, threatening to bar 
slow-to-adapt automakers from the world’s largest automobile market.  

U. S. car manufacturers are expected to ask the Biden administration to require only small emissions 
improvements over the next decade so they can devote their resources to introducing dozens of new 
electric models. This would allow them to continue selling their most profitable and highest-emitting 
SUVs and pickups while gas is inexpensive and most consumers aren’t concerned with fuel efficiency. 

To make up for the additional planet-warming emissions from gas-burning vehicles, electric car sales 
would have to increase fivefold.  

Fake Commutes Break Up Days Spent Working From Home 
There’s a new commuting trend for those who work from home: Not-A-Commuting. Not-a-commuters 
mornings starts like many. They leave home. Stop off for a cup of coffee or tea, then head to their job 
site at home for another day of working remotely. 

Their justification? By working online at home using Zoom through a computer screen., there are times 
when they realize they haven’t left the house in five days. So every few days they start the morning with 
a walk or an errand to clear their head and make the a conscious work/life segmentation. 

 

 

https://www.latimes.com/politics/story/2020-03-31/trump-rolls-back-fuel-economy-standards
https://www.latimes.com/politics/story/2019-07-25/california-reaches-climate-deal-with-automakers-spurning-trump


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS PAGE LEFT INTENTIONALLY BLANK 



 
 

  L O C A L   G O V E R N M E N T S   I N   A C T I O N  
 

Carson      El Segundo     Gardena     Hawthorne     Hermosa Beach     Inglewood     Lawndale     Lomita      
Manhattan Beach     Palos Verdes Estates     Rancho Palos Verdes     Redondo Beach     Rolling Hills      

Rolling Hills Estates     Torrance     Los Angeles District #15     Los Angeles County 

 

2355 Crenshaw Blvd., #125 
Torrance, CA 90501 

 (310) 371-7222 
sbccog@southbaycities.org 

www.southbaycities.org 

DRAFT  
           Attachment C 
 
March 9, 2021 
 
Dolores Roybal Saltarelli 
Project Manager 
Los Angeles Metro 
One Gateway Plaza 
Mail Stop: 99-22-4 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
Subject: C (Green) Line Extension EIR Scoping Comments 
 
Dear Ms. Roybal Saltarelli: 
 
The South Bay Cities Council of Governments (SBCCOG) welcomes the initiation of the Environmental 
Impact Report preparation process for the extension of the C (Green) Line to Torrance project pursuant 
to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). This vital step will keep the project among Metro’s 
highest rail development priorities as the region prepares for the 2028 Olympics and Paralympic Games 
and to ensure the Metro Board will meet its commitment to open the line well before the Measure M 
expenditure plan 2033 deadline.  
 
We understand the EIR analysis will evaluate two routes and several profile alternatives between the 
existing Redondo Beach Marine Station and the under-construction Torrance Transit Center.  
 
The SBCCOG looks forward to providing our thoughts on the project alternates once the Draft EIR is 
completed and prior to Metro’s selection of the Locally Preferred Alternative. However, we are sensitive 
to a wide range of community concerns that have been raised during previous studies about impacts 
and mitigations on both routes.  
 
To provide the most comprehensive analysis of options, mitigations and costs, we urge Metro to include 
all feasible profiles in the Draft EIR for environmentally sensitive segments on both alignments. While it 
may result in a more complex document, it well help ensure the Final EIR can be prepared without the 
need for a Supplemental EIR and without delaying design and construction of the project.  
 
The SBCCOG also requests Metro to evaluate the circulation and access to the two stations being 
evaluated for each alignment. We strongly support inclusion of a properly-sized parking structure in the 
C (Green) Line project EIR at the Torrance Transit Center since this station will become the new C (Green) 
Line terminal station for the foreseeable future. 

mailto:sbccog@southbaycities.org
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We are also requesting Metro to include evaluation of a non-pedestrian connection between the Galleria 
station on the Hawthorne Boulevard route and the existing Redondo Transit Center, which are 
approximately 2/3 mile apart. Because this is an unacceptable walking distance, the C (Green Line) EIR 
should include a Metro bus, shuttle, or other non-pedestrian connection in the project scope. 
 
South of 190th Street, the two light rail route alternatives merge into a single alignment to reach the 
Torrance Transit Center. SBCCOG is very concerned with how the Metro-owned right-of-way will be 
shared by freight tracks and the light rail double track. We  urge Metro to start negotiating now to 
establish the parameters of a solution that ensures Metro’s ability to add light rail double tracks while 
continuing to share Metro’s right of way with the railroads which must have access to their customers 
in the segment and must store empty rail cars in the vicinity of the San Pedro ports.  
 
SBCCOG, Metro, and local communities have been working on this project for more than a decade. The 
SBCCOG looks forward to continued involvement in the project development process to assist Metro to 
plan, design and deliver this important project. We urge Metro to fully evaluate the options, impacts and 
mitigations in the project’s first formal EIR so that an accurate project scope and costs can be estimated 
and the project can proceed into design and construction without further delay.  
 
Thank you for considering our scoping comments. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Olivia Valentine 
Chair, South Bay Cities Council of Governments 
Mayor Pro Tem, City of Hawthorne 
 
 
c.c.:  SBCCOG Board of Directors 
 L. A. Metro Board of Directors  

 



 
                 
              Attachment D 
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SBCCOG 3-Month Look Ahead  
 

 
March 2021 

 
 April 2021 

 
May 2021 

 
4. Transit Operators Working Group  
     Meeting 

• COVID 19 Recovery 
• Metro Fareless System Initiative 
• Metro Congestion Pricing Study 
• Green Line EIR Scoping Comments 

 
8. SBCCOG Transportation Committee         

Meeting 
• Green Line EIR Scoping Comments 
• Metro Fareless System Initiative 

8.  SBCCOG Steering Committee Meeting 
• Green Line EIR Scoping Comments 

 
10.  IWG Meeting 

• SCAG Smart Cities Innovation  –  
Parking Managemtnt Grant  

• Spotlight: Local Travel Network 
 
12.  Metro South Bay Service Council 
 
18. SBCCOG General Assembly 
 
25. Metro Board Meeting   
 
25. SBCCOG Board Meeting  

• DARK due to General Assembly 

 
4 or 8. Transit Operators Working Group  
     Meeting 

• South Bay Broadband Applications 
 
9.  Metro South Bay Service Council  

Meeting 
 
12. SBCCOG Transportation Committee        

Meeting 
• South Bay Broadband Applications 

 
12.  SBCCOG Steering Committee Meeting 
 
14.  IWG Meeting 

•  South Bay Broadband Applications 
  
22. Metro Board Meeting   
 
22. SBCCOG Board Meeting  
 

 
6. Transit Operators Working Group  
     Meeting 
 
10. SBCCOG Transportation Committee        

Meeting 
 
10. SBCCOG Steering Committee Meeting 
 
12.  IWG Meeting 
 
14. Metro South Bay Service Council 

Meeting 
 
27. Metro Board Meeting   
 
27. SBCCOG Board Meeting  
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