
    ITEM VI.A 
 

SOUTH BAY CITIES COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2020 

HELD VIRTUALLY VIA ZOOM  
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER  
Chair Valentine called the SBCCOG Board of Directors meeting to order at 6:00 pm. 
 
II. VERIFY QUORUM 
 
In attendance were the following voting elected officials:
Cedric Hicks, Carson  
Drew Boyles, El Segundo 
Rodney Tanaka, Gardena 
Olivia Valentine, Hawthorne 
Stacey Armato, Hermosa Beach 
Ralph Franklin, Inglewood 
Bernadette Suarez, Lawndale 
Hildy Stern, Manhattan Beach  

Kenny Kao, Palos Verdes Estates 
John Cruikshank, Rancho Palos Verdes (7pm 
departure) 
Christian Horvath, Redondo Beach 
Bea Dieringer, Rolling Hills 
Britt Huff, Rolling Hills Estates  
George Chen, Torrance 

 
Other elected officials in attendance: 
Hany Fangary, Hermosa Beach Judy Mitchell, Rolling Hills Estates 
 
Also, in attendance were the following persons:
Brianne Cohen, Torrance 
Shin Furukawa, Torrance 
Stephano Padilla, AQMD 
Diana Coronado, BIA 
Jeff Kiernan, Cal Cities 
Stephen Sawyer, Charter/Spectrum 
Gina Goodhill, Clean Power Alliance 
Henry Rogers, Pear Strategies 
Joshua Torres, SCE 
Michael Huyng, SCE 
Faviola Ochoa, SoCalGas 
Frank Lopez, SoCalGas 
Mike Harriel, SoCalGas 
Denise Campos, SoCalGas 
Jacki Bacharach, SBCCOG 
Kim Fuentes, SBCCOG 
Steve Lantz, SBCCOG  
Wally Siembab, SBCCOG 
David Leger, SBCCOG 
Natalie Champion, SBCCOG 

Colleen Farrell, SBCCOG 
Grace Farwell, SBCCOG 
Laurie Jacobs, SBCCOG 
Vibha Joshi, SBESC Volunteer 
Kathy Young, SBESC Volunteer 
Patricia Macias, SBESC Volunteer 
Grace Peng, SBESC Volunteer 
Karen Kanda, SBESC Volunteer 
Stu Woodward, SBESC Volunteer 
Daryll Strauss, SBESC Volunteer 
Jacob Hall, SBESC Volunteer 
Colette Portela, SBESC Volunteer 
Jon Rodman, SBESC Volunteer 
Bichson Nguyen, SBESC Volunteer 
Daniel Bianca, SBESC Volunteer 
Christopher Maloney, Public 
Holly Osborne, Public 
James Hannon, Public 
Gail Shiomoto-Lohr, Public/City of Mission Viejo 
Erin Ramsey, Public

III. CONFIRM POSTING OF THE AGENDA BY THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
Jacki Bacharach confirmed that the agenda was properly posted in the City of Torrance. 
 
IV. ANNOUNCEMENTS OF ANY CHANGES TO THE AGENDA  
Ms. Bacharach requested that the Board add discussion and action on a letter to SCAG to Item X of the agenda.  
The letter would urge SCAG to convene a closed session of the Regional Council to discuss recommendations of 
the SCAG RHNA Litigation Committee.     
 
MOTION by Board Member Horvath, seconded by Board Member Hicks, to ADD consideration of the letter to SCAG 
to the agenda.  No objection. So ordered. (Board Member Armato was not present for the vote). 
 
V. PUBLIC COMMENT   
Public comment was received on item VII-C and item X.   
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VI. CONSENT CALENDAR    

A. October Board Meeting Minutes (attachments) – Approved  
B. Additional Subregional Transportation Funds for the Torrance Transit Park & Ride Terminal 

Project (attachment) – Approved  
C. Extension of PATH Contract (attachment) – Approved 
D. Contract with Siembab Corporation (attachment) – Approved  
E. SBCCOG Project List Submittal to SCAG for REAP funding (attachment) – Approved 
F. Actions of Steering Committee since last Board meeting (attachment) – Received and Filed 
G. Monthly Reports – Received and Filed 

1.  South Bay Environmental Services Center Report (attachment)  
2.  Transportation Report (attachment) 
3.  Reports from Outside Agencies (attachments for each at end of the agenda) 

a. League of California Cities & LA Division Legislative Committee (Bea Dieringer & Jeffrey Kiernan) 
             b. SCAG Regional Council (Drew Boles, Mark Henderson, James Gazeley)  
             c. SCAG Energy and Environment (Britt Huff) 

 d. South Bay Association of Chambers of Commerce (Olivia Valentine) 
e. KHHR (Hawthorne Airport) Committee re: Community Impacts (Olivia Valentine) 

 
MOTION by Board Member Huff, seconded by Board Member Franklin, to APPROVE the Consent Calendar. No 
objection.  So ordered.  
 
VII. PRESENTATIONS  

A. Recognition and thank you to SBESC Volunteers 
The SBCCOG Board of Directors thanked SBESC Volunteers for their service to the organization.  A short 
video was shared.  A small thank you gift was mailed to each of the volunteers.   
 

B. Recognition and thank you to Former SBCCOG Chairs 
The Board Members thanked former SBCCOG Chairs Judy Mitchell, Ralph Franklin, and Jim Osborne for 
their service to the SBCCOG.  Board Members Mitchell and Franklin shared some thoughts and expressed 
their gratitude for what the organization has accomplished and continues to do.  Board Member Suarez 
announced that Councilmember Osborne was unable to attend the meeting, but sincerely thanked the 
SBCCOG.   
 

C. Southern California Gas Balanced Energy Resolution 
Supporters and opponents of the balanced energy resolution made their presentations.  
 
Speaking in support of the resolution Mr. Rogers and Ms. Ochoa explained that adopting the resolution will 
express the SBCCOG’s support for a technology and source neutral, local control approach for California 
energy sources.  There are concerns that statewide mandates to electrify will lead to increased costs, lead to 
power shortages, and could create significant problems during power outages and/or grid disruptions.  Ms. 
Ochoa added that SoCalGas supports efforts to reduce GHG emissions but feels that these changes should 
happen on the local level.   
 
Mr. Torres spoke in opposition to the resolution.  He explained that the goal of the resolution is to further 
support for natural gas and work against a clean energy future.  He added that the supporters often argue that 
state goals will force individuals to upgrade existing gas infrastructure, which is untrue.  State mandates and 
accompanying programs offer incentives to individuals, businesses, and municipalities to adopt cleaner 
electric energy.  Environmental groups such as the Sierra Club have come out in opposition to the resolution.  
Resolutions such as these have been used to fight electric incentives.   
 
Board Member Kao asked why the resolution was needed.  Ms. Ochoa explained that it would allow SBCCOG 
staff to quickly submit position letters on the topic as the Board will have expressed their support for a 
balanced energy approach.   
 
Board Member Horvath shared that he has concerns over language being used to argue local control to 
garner support for the resolution.  Local control is not being lost and nobody is being forced to replace their 
gas-powered appliances.  He added that goal deadlines of 2045 provide energy companies over 25 years to 
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meet carbon-neutral status.  He recommended the SBCCOG take no position and allow each city to 
individually choose to support or oppose the resolution.    
 
MOTION by Board Member Horvath, seconded by Board Member Stern, to take NO POSITION on the 
balanced energy resolution.   
 
Board Member Suarez expressed her view that there was no harm in supporting the resolution, noting that it 
does not require continued use of gas.   
 
Board Member Stern shared that she feels it is an active effort by gas companies to keep gas relevant.  
Manhattan Beach considered adopting the resolution, but found it to be contradictory to their policies, and did 
not ultimately vote to support the resolution.  She expressed her support for the motion on the table that 
continues to allow each city to decide their own position. 
 
Public comments were received from the following individuals: 
 
Diana Coronado of the Building Industry Association of Southern California expressed their support for the 
resolution.  It ensures choice and reliability, and they urge the Board to support the resolution. 
 
Gina Goodhill of the Clean Power Alliance urged the Board to not support the resolution and expressed the 
view that it is being used by Sacramento to advocate against electrification efforts.  The argument about 
choice creates a false equivalency and untrue trade-offs.   
 
Grace Peng of the League of Women Voters (Beach Cities) urged the Board to not support the resolution.  
Electrification of new homes is “low hanging fruit” in terms of green building construction.  Continuing 
electrification incentives will help those homeowners who wish to replace their gas appliances with electric 
ones.   
 
Erin Ramsey also urged the Board to vote against the resolution noting it doesn’t protect consumer choice but 
limits them to old energy sources.     
 
Hearing no more public comment, Chair Valentine called for a vote on the motion to take no position on the 
resolution.   
 
Ayes: Hicks, Boyles, Tanaka, Armato, Stern, Kao, Horvath, Huff  
Nays: Valentine, Franklin, Suarez, Dieringer, Chen 
Abstentions: none 
 
Motion to take no position passes.  So ordered.  
 

VIII. TRANSPORTATION REPORTS 
A. Metro Report  

Mr. Lantz reported the following items: Metro continues to experience significant revenue shortfalls, although 
revenue was higher than initially expected; Metro is looking into ways to reduce construction costs; Metro will 
be considering new revenue sources for their operations, which may include local return or subregional 
programs.    
 

B. Transportation Committee report  
Board Member Horvath announced that the meeting went very quickly and that there was not much to 
report.  Mr. Lantz added that SBCCOG staff is working with city staff to look into project funding shortfalls for 
current Measure R/M projects and requests for new projects as part of the annual Metro Budget Request 
process.   
 

IX. SBCCOG PROGRAM ACTION ITEMS, REPORTS AND UPDATES 
A. Consultant Contract for General Assembly logistics (handout) – APPROVED  

Ms. Bacharach announced that the General Assembly will be held virtually and that SBCCOG staff requires 
technical assistance to put the large event on.  An RFP was issued and staff is recommending Verdical Group.  
The proposal includes a base set of services, including a list of optional additional services.  Ms. Fuentes 
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added that in addition to hosting the event, the consultant would help staff develop a benefits package to offer 
sponsors.   
 
Board Member Horvath shared that he was part of the RFP review team and noted several respondents did 
not follow the directions.  Verdical Group not only followed the instructions, but their package of services could 
help the virtual event be as similar as possible to an in-person event.  
 
Board Member Dieringer asked if it would be possible to approve the agreement at this time but approve the 
costs at a later time.  Ms. Fuentes explained that some of the options offered, particularly involving the sponsor 
benefits package, are time sensitive and delays could hinder staff’s ability to fundraise.   
 
Board Member Horvath added that the amount referenced in the memo is a not-to-exceed amount that would 
allow staff to select the needed services.  There are additional ways to save costs as staff better identifies 
aspects that could be done in-house as opposed to by the consultant.   
 
Board Member Dieringer cautioned that she was going to approve the recommendation this time but would 
prefer that full proposals be provided to the Board prior to requesting action.  Ms. Bacharach realized that the 
full proposal was not included in the memo handout and apologized for the oversight.      
 
The handout memo is available here: 
https://www.southbaycities.org/sites/default/files/board_directors/meeting/HANDOUT_11-19-
20%20GA%20Virtual%20Mgt%20Services%20item.pdf  
 
Verdical Group.  No objection.  So ordered.   
 

B. Advocacy re: housing legislation 
Ms. Bacharach reported that the SBCCOG will begin organizing meetings with legislators (by district).  In 
addition to South Bay representatives, the SBCCOG should also meet with legislative leaders such as Housing 
Committee Chairs.  Several Board Members (Boyles, Tanaka, Valentine, Armato, Cruikshank, Horvath) 
volunteered to participate in the meetings with their respective representatives.   
 

C. South Bay Fiber Network 
Ms. Bacharach reported that the South Bay Fiber Network Working Group met and had over 60 people in 
attendance.  Equinix, one of the two points of presence, presented on their services.  Reflecting on the 
meeting, it appears that the content was too technical, but began to show that by being part of the SBFN, a 
world of applications become available to cities via the points of presence such as Equinix.  Board Member 
Horvath added that each Board Member should meet with their IT, Public Works, and Community 
Development Directors to consider ways to take advantage of these options.   
 
Ms. Bacharach also shared that the SBFN Celebration Ceremony took place and was well attended.  She 
took a moment to thank the SBCCOG staff that put together the event.   
 
Board Member Chen shared that he participated and thought it went really well.    
 

D. Police Operations and Public Safety in the South Bay 
Chair Valentine asked the Board if they had shared the circulated questions with their police chiefs; if the 
responses were satisfactory; and if the responses were shared with fellow councilmembers.    
 
Board Member Cruikshank shared that he and Councilmember Alegria met with the Captain of their Sheriff’s 
station who provided written responses to the questions.  Those responses have not yet been shared with the 
whole council but will be soon.   
 
Board Member Boyles shared that his city is still working on responses.  The police department was in the 
process of updating its use of force policy.  A Committee was established as part of the city’s response to 
protests over the summer, and that Committee will be getting responses to the questions.   
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Board Member Chen explained that he shared the questions with their police chief who will be meeting with 
the City Manager in coming weeks.  The current police chief is retiring effective January 8th, so some of the 
questions may be used as part of the interview process.   
 
Chair Valentine asked if the Board felt it was a useful exercise.  Board Member Horvath shared he felt it was 
very useful and that there was nothing to lose by going down the path of asking these questions.   
 

E. Local Travel Network 
Ms. Bacharach announced that SBCCOG staff is currently working on a final report that should be completed 
in January.    
 

F. Senior Services 
Ms. Farwell reported that the Senior Services Working Group will meet December 1st and will provide an 
opportunity for cities to share updates on their efforts to help seniors prepare for the holidays and during the 
pandemic.   
 

G. Homeless Services 
Ms. Farwell provided the Board an overview on HomeShare South Bay program that launched in October.  
Staff continues to work with cities to spread the word about the program.  The program aims to match those 
who may have “extra home” with those who may be facing homelessness.  The program is being funded 
through the LA County Homeless Innovation Funds.  Staff is currently working with city staff and local 
organizations to help spread the word about the program and to encourage potential homeowners to 
participate.  Ms. Farwell added that SBCCOG staff is also working on educational modules that will be shared 
with city staff and will serve as a “myth buster” type of document to help educate city staff on the reality of the 
homelessness problem.  Ms. Farwell added that the outdoor Homeless Count is likely being cancelled in 2021 
due to the ongoing pandemic.   
 
Board Member Tanaka asked about Project Homekey.  Ms. Farwell explained that two sites in the South Bay, 
one in Harbor City and one in unincorporated LA County, are being readied for conversion.  At this time, it 
doesn’t appear any additional sites will be coming online in the South Bay.  PATH will be the service provider 
for the Harbor City location.       

 
H. Other 

Ms. Bacharach asked city representatives to provide the SBCCOG with a framed photo of a landmark in 
their city or an image that represents their city as an “office warming” gift to the SBCCOG.  The new office 
space has a large amount of empty wall space available and SBCCOG staff thought it would be fitting to 
display images representing SBCCOG cities.  
 

X.  AGENCY REPORTS 
NOTE: Oral reports are only made to clarify or amplify written attachments.  All reports that were submitted 
or handed out are available online here: https://www.southbaycities.org/committees/board-directors/board-
directors-meeting-67    

A. SCAG Committees  
1. SCAG Community, Economic, & Human Development (Mark Henderson, Drew Boyles, Frank 

Zerunyan & Mark Waronek) 
2. Transportation (James Gazeley) 
 
Discussion on the item added to the agenda took place at this point.  Ms. Bacharach explained that some 
SCAG members are currently requesting President Rex Richardson to call a special closed session meeting 
of the Regional Council to review findings of the RHNA Litigation Study Team.   
 
Gail Shiomoto-Lohr provided public comment on behalf of the City of Mission Viejo.  Ms. Shiomoto-Lohr 
shared that the City of Mission Viejo is requesting that SCAG challenge the State Department of Housing and 
Community Development’s (HCD) RHNA allocations for the 6th RHNA cycle.  Recent studies issued in 2020 
after HCD released the allocations raise questions about the accuracy of the housing unit allocations.  
Additionally, there are concerns that HCD did not explicitly follow housing statutes in calculating the SCAG 
regional number.  As a result, SCAG President Rex Richardson convened a closed session of the RHNA 
Litigation Study Team on November 2 to discuss options and the reports raising concerns.  At the November 
5th Regional Council meeting, President Richardson announced that it was the general consensus of the 
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Study Team was that SCAG not pursue any litigation or other actions against HCD on the allocation number.  
Several SCAG members raised questions and sought to understand the Study Team’s recommendations and 
requested a special Regional Council meeting to allow the full body an opportunity to discuss.  The City of 
Mission Viejo requests the SBCCOG Board’s support in calling for a special closed session of the Regional 
Council.   
 
Ms. Shiomoto-Lohr’s written comments are available online here: 
https://www.southbaycities.org/sites/default/files/board_directors/meeting/PUBLIC%20COMMENT%20Memo
%20_%20South%20Bay%20Cities%20COG%20Board%20Meeting%20of%2011-19-
20%20Supplemental%20Materials.pdf  
 
Board Member Horvath added that Redondo Beach has been critical of the methodology and voted last 
Tuesday to send a letter to SCAG similar to this request.   
 
Board Member Boyles shared that President Richardson had called him earlier in the day but was unable to 
connect with him.  President Richardson shared that several delegates outside of the Orange County area 
also requesting a closed session.   
 
MOTION by Board Member Tanaka, seconded by Board Member Hicks, to SUBMIT a letter to SCAG 
requesting a special closed session meeting of the Regional Council to discuss the RHNA Study Teams 
findings.  No objection.  So ordered.   

 
B. South Bay Workforce Investment Board (Chris Cagle) 
C. Metro Service Council Report (Don Szerlip) 
D. Air Quality Management District (Judy Mitchell, Joe Buscaino & Denny Shaw) 
E. Santa Monica Bay Restoration Commission (Bill Brand/Kenneth Kao) 
F. Stormwater Funding  

1. CCCA/LCC Stormwater Funding Options Committee (Hany Fangary)  
G. South Bay Aerospace Alliance (Olivia Valentine/Rodney Tanaka) 
H. California Association of Councils of Governments  

 
XI. UPCOMING EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Ms. Bacharach announced that November 30th-December 6th is designated the LA County United Against Hate Week.  
The LA vs. Hate campaign is spearheading the effort.   
 
XII. ADJOURNMENT  
Chair Valentine adjourned the meeting at 8:34 pm to Thursday, January 28, 2021 at 6:00 pm.  The meeting will be 
held virtually via Zoom until further notice.     
 
David Leger, Assistant Board Secretary 


