
 
South Bay Cities Council of Governments 
 
April 13, 2020 
       
TO:        SBCCOG Steering Committee 
   
FROM:  Jacki Bacharach, SBCCOG Executive Director 
 
RE:        Metro South Bay Service Sector Governance Council Nominations 
 
ADHERENCE TO THE STRATEGIC PLAN: 
Goal B: Regional Advocacy.  Advocate for the interests of the South Bay. 
  
The SBCCOG opened nominations in February to fill the terms expiring this June for the 
following members:  Inglewood Councilman and Service Council Board Chair Ralph 
Franklin; Luis Duran and Meighan Langlois, Los Angeles World Airports representative.  
Additionally, there is a vacancy for another seat whose term expires in 2021 which was 
held by Dan Medina as an elected official and he is leaving public office. 
 
Nine nominations came in by the deadline of March 20.  No incumbents were among 
them.  The new applicants are:  Johnny Baeza, Eric Craig, Christian Guzman, Derrick 
Jung (Lynwood resident, LA City business), Dan Medina (re-applying as a member of 
the community/transit rider), Sean Mottles, Grace Peng, Glenda Silva-LAWA, Bob 
Wolfe. 
 
An additional nomination was received on April 6 from incumbent Luis Duran.  Staff has 
asked him to send information on why he wants to remain on the council and why he 
missed the deadline.  Any information received will be supplied at the meeting. 
 
Considerations 

1. While there can be no more than two elected officials appointed in order to 
maintain our policy of the elected officials not being a majority of the Board 
members, no nominations have come from any elected officials.  This will be the 
first time since the inception of the Service Councils (2003) that we will not have 
an elected official on the Board.  

2. We have had a seat for a LAWA representative since 2005. 
3.  All of the nominees are transit riders. 
4.  Considering geography, the remaining members represent the following areas: 

Carson – Love 
Gardena – Crespo (transit operators rep) 
Manhattan Beach – Jeng (also Rolling Hills City Manager) 
Redondo Beach – Szerlip 
Torrance - Deemer 

  
REMAINING MEMBERS ON THE COUNCIL 

•       Roye Love 
§     Carson resident & senior 
§     Member of several community organizations 
§     Transit user 

      •       Ernie Crespo 
• Gardena Transit Manager 

•       Elaine Jeng 
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• Rider 
• City Manager of Rolling Hills 

• Don Szerlip 
•  Redondo Beach businessman 

• Charles Michel Deemer 
§     Torrance Environmental Commissioner 
§     Transit rider 

 
Normally the candidates would be invited to come to the meeting to be interviewed but 
because of the circumstances of this meeting, staff is seeking direction before inviting all 
of them. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Review materials and decide how to proceed. 
 
 



METRO SERVICE COUNCIL NOMINATIONS 2020 IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER 
The information below is a compilation of the e-mails that were received.  Several resumes are 
also included separately and noted.  All of the applicants are transit riders. 
 
 
Johnny Baeza, Carson 
 I’m a credential student at CSULB. I should be selected because I’m young, Latino and I represent a huge 
demographic that metro should include in decision making. I volunteer with the YMCA and understand 
how mobility is important for youth. We have students who are not able to attend events because they 
don’t have a ride or don’t have money to Uber and the bus doesn’t take them where they need to go. As 
a member of the service council I will take my experience in reading transit magazines and websites, and 
emerging methods throughout the world and see how the South Bay can implement them. As a 
suburban community of Los Angeles it’s important the intra and inter connections.  
 
Attachment 
 
 
Eric Craig, Los Angeles  
I’m a 25-year-old South Los Angeles native and avid mass transportation user. I live near the edge of the 
Los Angeles border, on Avalon and 111th, but I tend to run most of my weekend errands in the South 
Bay, especially on the Green Line. I love to map my trips and challenge myself to complete tasks through 
the C Line and A Line with nearby bus connections. I also work in Downtown Los Angeles as a digital 
content creator for a California-based nonprofit and commute via the A line.  
 
I lived in New Orleans for six years, where I experience the progressive comeback of New Orleans’ 
Regional Transit Administration after Hurricane Katrina. I’ve also had the opportunity to cover New 
Orleans transit through a local newspaper and Curbed NOLA—a former counterpart to Curbed LA. 
 
When I’m not working, I find myself studying neighborhood design and consistently think about the 
improvement of mass transportation of the cites. I think about how many commutes could be aided 
through buses and modern tap-to-pay systems, bike lanes, and more frequent busses (which we’ll see 
though Metro’s NextGen Bus Plan. I frequent Metro’s The Source, and follow mass transportation 
developments through the LA Times, LAist, and Curbed LA. A proud city nerd, you can also find me 
surfing the urban planner Reddit page or exploring the city through Google Maps. 
 
For leisure I play city-building simulators (Cities:Skylines and Sim City 4 if you’re interested) where I 
often experiment with public transportation in fictitious cities. These include buses, light rail, and heavy 
rail systems. 
 
I’m also passionate about mass transportation because its important to my city. There’s no question 
behind the fact that Los Angeles, the South Bay, and the surrounding areas will continue to grow rapidly. 
Finding alternatives to increased traffic congestion is important to our environment and quality of life 
around the city—because who enjoys a long commute?  No one. The quality of life in our city depends 
on mass transportation. 
 
I would be more than willing to devote my time into molding a better future for mass transportation in 
the South Bay Cities area. I can offer the perspective of a millennial, person of color, and working 



professional that actively uses both rail and buses for work and leisurely commutes. I live and breathe 
neighborhoods, cities, and transportation, and doing this for my service area would be an honor.  
 
 
Christian Louis Guzman, Wilmington 
I am writing to you today to show my interest in becoming a member of the South Bay Cities Metro 
Service Council. I have consistently ridden buses in the South Bay Metro service region for a decade.  
 
After I graduated from college, I made the decision to opt-out of owning a car for the sake of 
environmental sustainability and to minimize my expenses. I have experience serving on boards and 
volunteering in other capacities. I served on the Central San Pedro and Wilmington Neighborhood 
Councils and I am a former member of Communities for a Better Environment, which advocates for 
environmental justice and sustainability. These experiences have familiarized me with government 
board meetings, Robert's Rules of Order and the importance of maintaining a professional demeanor 
before the public. In both capacities, I also advocated for LA Metro's 205 and 232 buses to switch from 
diesel to cleaner technologies.  
 
I currently ride the LA Metro lines 950, 205, 246 and 550. I occasionally ride the San Pedro and 
Wilmington DASH. I am familiar with several Torrance lines such as the 3, 7 and 9. I use the bus to go to 
work mostly. Sometimes I use buses and rail to go to events in Los Angeles or Long Beach. 
 
I am an excellent candidate for several reasons. I believe that public transit is a very viable option for 
people to get around the South Bay and beyond. However, I also think it can be improved and want to 
work with Metro customers to improve it. I have experienced the positives of timely service and ease of 
use. I have also experienced some difficulty with bringing a bike on buses and rail. I have been frustrated 
by buses that did not arrive on time as well, and by service that ended too early. I remain optimistic 
though; I am a proponent of public transit to other community members and tourists. I try to make my 
confidence in the bus and rail assure them that you can get to many places on public transit in a 
convenient way.  
 
I have attached my resume and a letter of recommendation if you are further interested in my 
professional and volunteer experience.  
 

 
Derrick Jung, Lynwood  
NOTE:  3/20/20 ASKED WHERE HIS BUSINESS IS IN THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES BECAUSE IT NEEDS TO BE 
WITHIN THE BOUNDARIES OF THE SERVICE COUNCIL.  HAVE NOT HEARD BACK AS OF 4/5/20 
 
 I am writing in regards to your announcement of applicants to nominate to serve during July1 2020- 
June 30, 2023 on the Metro South Bay Cities Service Council. 

As a Los Angeles Native, and current business owner and investor in the City of Los Angeles, I believe 
firsthand that I would make for a committed and involved council member, who knows the issues 
firsthand of our community, that would create change toward a better future! 

I would love to share some of my concerns and ideas in person and hope we can discuss them in part as 
a nominated service council member.  



 

Dan Medina, Gardena 
3/6/20 text message – “I’m requesting that I may remain on the Metro Service Council if possible”. 
 
 
Sean Mottles, Redondo Beach 
 I'm a native of SoCal, resident of the South Bay (Redondo Beach), and a Senior Systems Engineer at an 
aerospace company in Hawthorne (so quite close to the meeting location). I don't drive so I rely 
completely on Metro/Municipal buses and my bike to get around LA County. 
 
I think I would be a good fit for this as I have utilized public transit in this area for almost a decade so I 
am very familiar with it's current implementation, commuting by bike has exposed me to many areas 
that could use improvements, and I am a huge advocate for transit/active transport usage. I have 
experienced transit systems in several countries and am very interested in how they work/are 
implemented, I keep myself up to date with Metro's projects, and I spend my free time reading books 
discussing topics of urban planning/bus route implementations/transit in general. 
 
My dream would be to rebuild the original PE routes :) 
 
 

 
Dr Grace Peng, Redondo Beach 
is the Natural Resources chair for LWV LAC ILO. 
Previously, she worked as a weather and climate analyst for an USAF lab where her duties included 
calibrating and validating weather satellite data.  She also worked as a weather and climate data 
specialist for the National Center for Atmospheric Research where her duties included preparing data 
used in weather and climate models and helping users from government and industry use data 
effectively to make their decisions. She holds a BA in mathematics and a BS in chemistry from UC 
Berkeley as well as a PhD in chemical physics from the U of Colorado, Boulder. 
--- 
DISCLOSURE: 
I am a director of the League of Women Voters of Los Angeles County and the LWV Beach Cities local 
chapter.  I am the natural resources chair for both. 
-- 
I posted my talk with pictures on my personal blog: 
https://badmomgoodmom.blogspot.com/2020/01/data-driven-climate-action.html 
 
Reshaping how our region moves around is the most important thing we can do to slow climate change 
and to clean up our air and water.  That's why I am so passionate about transit and active 
transportation. 
 
My family of three, all with driver's licenses, share one car.  Each of us learned how to get to work, 
school, shopping and leisure activities without using a car.  We rely on bicycles (analog and e-Bikes,) 
walking, carpooling and transit (BCT, Torrance Transit & Metro.) We live in North Redondo Beach, a 
short walk to the buses along Artesia and a 10 min bike ride to the Green Line station. 
 
I'm a transit evangelist, teaching others how to make common trips by bus: 



https://badmomgoodmom.blogspot.com/2020/01/south-bay-insiders-bus-guide-to-lax.html 
 
I would welcome a chance to use my analytical skills and passion to help the South Bay improve our 
quality of life by getting around outside of single-occupant cars. 
 
 

 
Glenda Y. Silva Pantoja, LAWA nomination 
As Legislative Representative for the airport I am responsible for maintaining and communicating with 
Federal, State and Local elected official offices on a variety of issues concerning LAWA. I am involved in a 
newly created Mobility Working Group at LAWA that will be cross-functional to lead mobility initiatives 
to support our mobility vision, mission and values across the broader organization.  
 
Public transit and local ground transportation projects and initiatives are of great importance to Los 
Angeles International Airport. We are currently in the middle of a $14 billion modernization program 
called the Land Access Modernization Program (LAMP) which consists of the three major components: a 
2.25-mile elevated Automated People Mover (APM), a Consolidated Rent-A-Car (ConRAC) Facility with 
18,000 parking spaces, and the Intermodal Transportation Facility – West (ITF-West) mobility hub, all of 
which are connected to the Metro Crenshaw Light Rail Line along with major roadway Improvements.  
 
Current LAWA projects and future projects will also depend on the resiliency and dependability of all 
transit options that surround LAX in order to support the local workforce and the quality of traffic near 
and around airport property.  
 
If selected to be on the Council, we hope to continue advocating for better transit options to and from 
LAX to help assist with the traffic challenge we currently face.  
 
Bio attached separately.   
 

 
Bob Wolfe, Hermosa Beach 
I meet the eligibility criteria: residency in the South Bay, regular and frequent transit use, ability to 
personally attend meetings and no financial connection (employee or independent consultant) with 
Metro.  
 
I am one of Supervisor Janice Hahn's appointees to the countywide Metro Citizens Advisory Committee 
and have worked closely with her staff on transit related issues. 
 
Thank you for your consideration.  Please see attached application, and let me know if there is any 
additional information that you require. 
 
 
Luis Duran, Hawthorne – Incumbent 
 
Letter attached – arrived April 6, 2020  



Johnny Baeza 

631 W Martinshire St Carson, CA 90745 
(424) 210-6910 | johnnybishopbaeza@gmail.com 

 
OBJECTIVE  
Seeking a position in an active organization where there is an opportunity to develop advocacy 
skills and personal growth. 
 
SKILLS AND QUALIFICATIONS 
 

● Transit Enthusiast  
● Basic understanding of transit, public policy and public values 
● Basic understanding of GIS 
● Understanding of regional service area, budgets, proposed allocation of service times and 

bus overhaul (Next Gen Bus Plan) 
 
EDUCATION 
California State University, Long Beach, CA Anticipated Completion Bachelor’s: Spring 2020 
Single Subject Credential Spring 2021 

GPA: 3.1 
Los Angeles Harbor College, Wilmington, CA Associates of Arts: History, June 2015 
Full Times Dean’s Honor Roll - 4 semestersGPA: 3.1 
 
WORK HISTORY 
Student Aide, Los Angeles Harbor College2/2013 -8/2015 
1111 Figueroa Pl, Wilmington, CA 90744 
 
VOLUNTEER AND EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 
 
Cal YMCA, Delegation Advisor 
August 2016-Presen 
 

● Mentor and supervise high school students 
● Provide logistical support for transporting 170+ high school students to three conferences 
● Try to use the YMCA’s Six Pillars to encourage growth 

Alpha Gamma Sigma Honor Society, Vice PresidentFall 2012- Spring 2014 
● Organized events and fundraisers to promote scholarship funds and participated in 

campus outreach programs to boost membership by 40%. 
Senator, Associated Student OrganizationFall 2012- Spring 2014 

● As a representative for the students, analyzed educational legislation and organized 
events to promote student awareness. 



Johnny Baeza 

631 W Martinshire St Carson, CA 90745 
(424) 210-6910 | johnnybishopbaeza@gmail.com 

 
Joe Buscaino for City Council, Volunteer09/2012 - 01/2013 

● Trained high school students on proper phone banking and canvassing.  
● Supervised front office 



Christian Louis Guzman 
1329 Figueora Place Apartment 7-12  

Wilmington, CA 90744 
c.louis.guzman@gmail.com 

424 308 5142 
  
Work Experience: 
Farmers Market Manager for the San Pedro Chamber of Commerce (September 2019 - Present) 
Primary duties include coordinating vendors and support staff to operate the San Pedro Farmers Market, 
being familiar with Los Angeles County and California State government departments that regulate 
farmers markets, assisting the book keeper with farmers market expenses, and searching for new market 
vendors.  
 
Communications Consultant for the San Pedro Chamber of Commerce (September 2014- September 
2019) 
Primary duties included drafting and advising on articles and other communiques for SPCC newsletter. 
Duties also included assisting with production of SPCC events, communicating and working with 
government officials, SPCC website editing, and organizing chamber member data. 
 
Administrative Assistant for Los Angeles Neighborhood Councils (January 2017 - September 2018) 
Primary duties included taking minutes for neighborhood council board meetings and preparing agendas. 
I worked with the Wilmington, Harbor Gateway South, Coastal San Pedro and East Hollywood 
Neighborhood Councils.   
 
Contributing Editor and Writer to Random Lengths News (May 2016 - April 2018) 
Primary duties included writing news articles on topics ranging from the environment, Wilmington and 
San Pedro Neighborhood Councils, Carson Politics, Carson Infrastructure, and local arts and culture. 
Information for articles was gathered via interviews and supplemented with independent internet research. 
Duties also included editing other contributing writers’ articles.  
 
Internships/Volunteer Experience: 
Member of the Board of Directors for the Non Profit, Feed and Be Fed (September 2018 to Present) 
Primary duties include applying for grants to support educational programming at a community garden, 
engaging the community and inviting them to our community garden’s programs, inviting people to 
fundraisers, helping to coordinate expenses to support garden programming.  
 
Council Member with the Wilmington Neighborhood Council (August 2018 - June 2019)  
Duties included listening to constituents, learning about community issues through government reports, 
drafting resolutions, participating in council discussion and voting at meetings. Alliances were also 
participated in such as the Council District 15 working group on homelessness and the Harbor Alliance of 
Neighborhood Councils.  
 
Council Member with the Central San Pedro Neighborhood Council (June 2016 - August 2018)  
Duties included listening to constituents, learning about community issues through government reports, 



drafting resolutions, participating in council discussion, voting and chairing meetings. Alliances were also 
participated in such as the Council District 15 working group on homelessness and the Harbor Alliance of 
Neighborhood Councils.  
 
Congressional Intern for Janice Hahn (CA44) (January 2014-October 2014) 
Duties included researching and drafting Congressional Records, letters to constituents, and grant letters. 
Constituents were also spoken to in person and via the telephone and referred to congressional 
caseworkers. 
 
Community Outreach Coordinator for IndieCade Festival 2013 (July 2013-October 2013): 
Duties included contacting and supplying IndieCade's information to calendar listings in local newspapers 
and trade papers. Local businesses and game developers were also contacted and invited to the festival.   
 
Sponsorship Committee Coordinator for IndieCade Festival 2012 (July 2012-October 2012): 
 Duties included organizing items from sponsor contracts for tracking and fulfillment of contracts, 
providing on-site support to executive director during sponsored festival events and sessions, providing 
on site inspection for sponsor signage and logo placement as per contract fulfillment. 
 
Education: 
University of California, Irvine, University of California, Irvine - Irvine, CA 92697 
BSc., Physics, 2012 
Sigma Pi Sigma 
 
Narbonne Math/Science Magnet HS, 24300 S. Western Ave., Harbor City, CA 90710  
2008  
 
Awards: 
Chancellor's Excellence Scholarship at the University of California, Irvine (2008-2012) 
 



March 5, 2020 
 
Jacki Bacharach 
South Bay Cities Council of Governments 
2355 Crenshaw Blvd. #125 
Torrance, CA. 90501 
 
Dear Jacki, 
 
Please accept this letter as a recommendation to appoint Christian Guzman to the South Bay 
Cities Metro Service Council. Christian is a strong champion and for fellow transit riders in the 
region.  
 
When I heard of Christian’s interest, it was clear that he is the ideal candidate to fill a vacancy 
on your council. Being a second-term chair and 6-year member of the San Fernando Valley 
Metro Service Council I can attest to the need for a diverse range of transit riding experiences 
to inform better outcomes for Metro. As issues arise from the public, unfamiliarity with the 
system prevents council members from being effective stewards of the system and often 
prohibits effective solutions from coming forward. With 10 years of transit riding experience, 
Christian will undoubtedly have the ability to make great contributions to the council, staff and 
customers. 
 
I ask that you take my recommendation into consideration. Thank you for your time and 
attention. 
 
Be well, 
 
 
 
Yvette Lopez-Ledesma 
Chair, San Fernando Valley Metro Service Council 
Yvette1007@gmail.com 
 



 

 

 
 
Glenda Y. Silva Pantoja 
 

Glenda Silva serves as a Legislative Representative for Los 
Angeles World Airports (LAWA). She is involved in LAWA’s 
Mobility Working Group, which is responsible for leading key 
mobility initiatives including the future ground transportation 
vision at Los Angeles International Airport (LAX).  
 
Ms. Silva also serves on Metro’s Policy Advisory Council as 
LAWA’s representative, providing input on Metro projects and 
policies considered by the Metro Board of Directors.  
  
Ms. Silva has over 14 years of experience in public relations 
and stakeholder outreach on public works and transportation 

projects in diverse communities. Ms. Silva has assisted in the design, implementation and 
management of aggressive outreach and education strategies targeted at policymakers and 
stakeholders for the different public and private projects she’s been involved with.   
 
Before joining LAWA, she spent over six years assisting in the development and implementation 
of internal and external communications programs that supported the construction of the 
Exposition Metro Line with the Exposition Construction Authority as their Government and 
Community Relations Representative. In 2014, she was appointed by Los Angeles Mayor Eric 
Garcetti to serve on the Los Angeles Department of Transportation Commission. During her 
time as commissioner, she served as President and Vice President, focusing on bringing 
innovative traffic solutions to the city. She currently lives in Playa Vista with her husband and 
their two year old son. She is a graduate of the University of California, Santa Cruz where she 
obtained a Bachelor’s Degree in Legal Studies.  
 
 











April 6, 2020 
 
Luis Duran 
15023 Florwood Ave. 
Hawthorne, CA 90250 
 
 
To the South Bay Cities Council of Governments (SBCCOG): 
 
I would like to nominate myself to continue serving on the Los Angeles Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority (Metro) South Bay Service Council where I have been a 
councilmember since 2017. 
 
I have worked for the Los Angeles County Department of Regional Planning since February 
2016, and have used transit to get to work everyday since then.  My mother’s family came to 
Lawndale in the 1960’s, and 4 of her 5 siblings still live in the South Bay, so we have very deep 
roots in this area of Los Angeles County. I was born and raised in the Hawthorne/Lawndale area, 
and have lived recently lived in the Cities of Hawthorne, Lawndale, and Hermosa Beach. I am 
very familiar with the general areas around LAX to Torrance and inland to Compton, as well as 
Downtown Los Angeles.  With the amount of development and focus on transit in the greater 
L.A. area in the upcoming years, I want to make sure that families have their feedback actually 
heard and processed, especially with the Olympics coming. 
 
My apologies for being so late with this information.  In February I was intensely focused on 
training for the L.A. Marathon on Sunday March 8, 2020.  I ran the marathon and took the next 
week off of work to rest and recuperate, and during that week it felt like the world completely 
changed due the COVID-19 pandemic. Once I returned to work on March 16, 2020, I was 
instructed to start moving my files and projects home to telecommute, and I have been trying to 
get used to it since then.  In the chaos of March, I forgot about this nomination timeline, and 
hope you will still consider my application.  Thank you. 
 
 
 
-Luis Duran 
Metro Service Council Member – South Bay Cities  
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