
The L.A. County Board of Supervisors has placed the Safe Clean Water Program before voters on the November 6, 2018 
ballot. If approved by local voters, this Program will provide local, dedicated funding to increase our local water supply, 
improve water quality, and protect public health. 

Safe Clean Water Program Goals: 

Developed in collaboration with public health, environmental groups, cities, business, labor, and community-based 
organizations, the Safe Clean Water Program would:

 Implement a new plan for L.A.’s water system to
capture the billions of gallons of water we lose
each year.

 Help protect our coastal waters and beaches
from the trash and contaminants in stormwater
that make people sick and threaten marine life.

 Modernize our 100 year-old water system
infrastructure, using a combination of nature,
science, and new technology.

 Help protect public health, ensuring safer,
greener, healthier, and more livable spaces
for all.

 Prepare our region for the effects of a changing
climate — including recurring cycles of
drought, wildfire, and flooding.

 Require strict community oversight and
independent auditing which would ensure
local monies raised would stay local.

Locally-Controlled, Dedicated Funding 

If approved by 66.7% of voters, the Safe Clean Water Program would generate approximately $300 million per year by 
implementing a special parcel tax of 2.5 cents per square foot of impermeable surface area — paved/built areas where 
rainfall cannot be absorbed into the ground and instead runs off as stormwater — on private property in the L.A. County 
Flood Control District (about $83 per year for the median home). Publicly owned parcels, including schools, are exempt 
under state law. Credits for property owners who have installed stormwater-capture improvements are included.  
Qualifying low-income seniors and non-profit organizations are eligible for exemption. 

Strong Fiscal Accountability 

The Safe Clean Water Program includes strict accountability requirements. All money must stay local to protect our clean 
water and increase our local water supply with annual reports and independent audits required. 
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The program is funded through a parcel tax on private property owners in the L.A. 
County Flood Control District. The tax is based on a property’s total area of paved 
or built (impermeable) surface, where rain cannot infiltrate into the ground and 
runs off into the street. Currently under discussion are options for crediting those 
who already capture stormwater, and incentivizing others who want to do more.

Funding Breakdown

Municipal Program — 40% of the program funds return directly to cities and 
unincorporated areas.

   The ‘local return’ is proportionate to what parcels within a city or municipality
paid into the program, and is designed to maximize flexibility for local
governments to address local concerns.

  Projects are required to have a water quality benefit and are strongly encouraged to incorporate additional benefits,
including increased water supply and community investments.

   Cities and municipalities can use up to 30% of their
local return revenues to
pay for water quality activities that existed prior to
commencement of the
SCW Program.

Regional Program — 50% of revenues to fund 
watershed-based projects with regional benefits. 

  Revenues are returned proportionally to each of
nine Watershed Areas (see map), with local Steering
Committees allocating funding for projects.

  The Regional Program funds three subprograms:
Infrastructure Program to implement projects;
Technical Resource Program to build capacity through
Watershed Coordinators and develop feasibility
studies; and Scientific Studies Program to support scientific analysis of the watershed.

   Revenues generated by disadvantaged communities will return to those communities, plus an additional sum to
jumpstart investment.

District Program — 10% of revenues to the L.A. County Flood Control District. 

   Funds will go toward development of programs in concert with stakeholders and community groups, and may include:

  Schools programming and curriculum

  Local workforce job training, including certification classes and vocational training

  Public education program (individualized for different communities)

   This Program will fund specific FCD projects.

   FCD to perform overall administration of the Safe Clean Water Program

Image: Watershed Areas for the Regional Program

Regional 
Program 

50%

Municipal 
Program 

40%

District Program 10%

www.safecleanwaterLACounty.org

County of Los Angeles
lacounty.gov

7/23/18




