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The California Air Resources Board met on September 24-25, 2015, in Sacramento.  
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The Air Resources Board’s (ARB or Board) September meeting was held on September 24 
and 25, 2015 in Sacramento at the California Environmental Protection Agency Headquarters 
Building.  Key items presented are summarized below. 

 
Discussion Items

 
 

1. Public Hearing to Consider the Proposed Regulation on the Commercialization of 
Alternative Diesel Fuels (ADFs) 

The Board adopted a regulation governing the introduction of ADFs into the commercial 
market.  The ADF regulation works with the Low Carbon Fuel Standard (LCFS) to enhance the 
development and penetration of low carbon ADFs.  This regulation will help California achieve 
the LCFS 2020 goal as well as the State’s 2030 50 percent renewable energy goal.  The 
proposed regulation was first presented to the Board at its February 2015 public hearing.  At 
the February meeting, the Board directed staff to release a 15-day change packet and respond 
to public comments.  In response to public comments, the regulation includes a limited 
producer/importer exemption and clarifies the reporting and recordkeeping requirements.  The 
Board also approved the combined environmental analysis to meet the California 
Environmental Quality Act for both ADF and LCFS. 

2. Public Hearing to Consider the Proposed Re-adoption of the Low Carbon Fuel 
Standard 

The Board re-adopted the LCFS, including updates and revisions to the regulation now in 
effect.  The proposed re-adoption and amendments were initially presented to the Board at its 
February 2015 public hearing.  Following Board direction to work with stakeholders, ARB staff 
held an additional workshop, released three 15-day change packages, responded to over 2600 
pages of comments, and completed a scientific peer review.  This hearing also addressed the 



Page 2 

State’s Court of Appeals direction regarding adherence with the California Environmental 
Quality Act and Administration Procedure Act.  The re-adoption of the LCFS provides greater 
clarity and certainty in the regulation, simplifies credits, establishes a cap on credit prices, 
finalizes carbon intensity models and restates the 2020 goal of reducing the carbon intensity of 
the transportation fuel pool by 10 percent.   

3. Public Meeting to Consider Proposition 1B Program Funding Awards to Reduce 
Emissions from Freight Transportation 

The Board approved grant awards to fund local agency projects to reduce freight-related 
emissions in California’s four priority trade corridors.  The awards, totaling approximately $287 
million from Year 5 and unspent funds, are eligible to local agency projects as defined by the 
Program Guidelines.  The Board also directed the Executive Officer to reallocate 
approximately $46 million of recaptured funds from previously awarded local and State agency 
projects for Year 5 eligible projects.  The funding priorities are for zero and near-zero emission 
advanced technologies, improvement of small truck fleets, and penetration of Tier 4 
locomotives. 

4. Public Hearing to Consider the Cap-and-Trade Auction Proceeds Funding 
Guidelines for Agencies that Administer California Climate Investments    

The Board approved the Funding Guidelines for agencies administering California Climate 
Investments from the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund.  These Guidelines address program 
administration to further the purposes of Assembly Bill 32.  Specifically, they give direction to 
agencies for the preparation of Expenditure Records, for project tracking/reporting, to quantify 
greenhouse gas reductions and co-benefits, and to meet Senate Bill 535 requirements to 
maximize benefits to disadvantaged communities.  The Board further specified guidance on 
public transparency, outreach, and technical assistance with applications for the funds.  
In addition, with these Guidelines, the Board sought to maximize benefits to disadvantaged 
communities by emphasizing that the projects need to be direct, meaningful and assured, and 
should not result in physical or economic displacement of a low-income residence or business. 

5. Public Hearing to Consider Technical Status and Proposed Revisions to 
On-Board Diagnostic System Requirements (OBD II) and Associated Enforcement 
Provisions for Passenger Cars, Light-Duty Trucks, and Medium-Duty Vehicles 
and Engines. 

The Board approved amendments to the OBD II regulation that update requirements to 
account for Low Emission Vehicle III emission standards and address implementation in light 
of the Advanced Clean Car program’s emission controls.  The amendments will also align the 
program with U.S. EPA’s Tier 3 requirements for certification and in-use programs, and will 
standardize the data collected to support other ARB programs, such as Smog-Check.  The 
data will also include GHG emissions.  The Board also adopted updates to the associated 
OBD II enforcement regulation to align it with the OBD II amendments.  
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Consent Items
 

 

1. Public Meeting to Consider Appointments of New Members to the Environmental 
Justice Advisory Committee  

The Board appointed Colin Bailey, Sekita Grant, Eleanor Torres, and Katie Valenzuela Garcia 
to serve on the Environmental Justice Advisory Committee (EJAC).  The Board further 
approved the addition of another position to the EJAC to be appointed from the San Diego 
Area. 

 

 


