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GROUNDWATER DESALINATIONGROUNDWATER DESALINATION
How do we create  a  “drought-proof”  water  supply?How do we create  a  “drought-proof”  water  supply?

Climate change is creating enormous global 
challenges for the delivery of life-giving water.      
    When Governor Newsom recently declared 
emergency water rules for 41 of the state’s 58 coun-
ties, it was clear drought conditions had become 
California’s “new normal.” Fortunately, the Water 
Replenishment District (WRD) has been prepar-
ing for this challenge by building a drought-proof 
sustainable groundwater system that provides 
about half of the drinking water in southern Los 
Angeles County. 
    WRD is a groundwater management agency re-
sponsible for replenishing and protecting ground-
water resources for more than 4 million residents 
or 11% of California’s population. WRD’s service 
area covers a 420-square-mile region of southern 
Los Angeles County, including 43 cities. For 
more than 60 years, WRD has been committed 
to providing, protecting and preserving a safe and 
reliable high-quality groundwater supply. 
    The key to a sustainable drought-proof water fu-
ture lies under our feet. Though we can’t see them, 
groundwater aquifers are an immense natural 
underground reservoir—currently with empty stor-
age space that can hold nearly 150 billion gallons 
of water. WRD is working to fill that storage with 
reclaimed water that can be used during dry years. 
    Impeding that aquifer storage in the South Bay 
is a 500,000-acre plume of salty brackish water. 
This water is about one-tenth as salty as the sea. 
Due to over pumping of the groundwater basins 
before WRD was established, seawater pushed into 
the West Coast basin and polluted the groundwa-
ter. To help visualize the scale of this plume, one 
acre foot of water is equivalent to one football 

field covered in a foot of water. This means there 
is enough brackish water in the South Bay to cover 
500,000 football fields in a foot of water. 
    Through our Regional Brackish Water Recla-
mation Program (RBWRP), WRD will clean this 
brackish water and create new space in the aquifer 
to store fresh water for future use. Specifically, 
the facility will produce up to 20 million gallons 
of fresh water a day. Advanced technologies and 
reverse osmosis will be used to treat the contami-
nated water so it may be used as drinking water.
    WRD has a successful track record with ground-
water desalination projects. The WRD Desalter lo-
cated in the city of Torrance was commissioned in 
2001 and expanded in 2018. The facility treats up 
to 5 million gallons per day of brackish groundwa-
ter, which is put directly into the city of Torrance 
potable water system. 
    The RBWRP builds upon the success of the 
Torrance WRD Desalter and will help to create a 
new supply of “drought-proof” water. Even during 
dry years, this water will be available to be extract-
ed, treated and made available to water suppliers 
in the South Bay. This water will help reduce the 
region’s need for imported water. It will also help 
us to plan for a more drought-resilient future and 
ensure we’re more prepared for challenges that 
climate change may bring. 
    For more information on the Regional Brackish 
Water Reclamation Program, please visit https://
www.wrd.org/content/regional-brackish-water-
reclamation-program.

South Bay beaches have become a bit more accessible for 
people who use wheelchairs and other mobility devices. Over the 
last year, three mats have been installed at South Bay beaches—
two by the Los Angeles County Department of Beaches and 
Harbors in Torrance and Manhattan Beach, and one by the city 
of Hermosa Beach. 
    Made of a fine synthetic mesh, the access mats create a firmer 
surface for people who use wheelchairs or other mobility devices, 
or for those who may otherwise have difficulty crossing the 
uneven sand. 
    “Our beaches belong to everyone, and we are working to make 
them accessible to everyone—including people with mobility 
challenges,” Los Angeles County Supervisor Janice Hahn said 
in a statement before the Manhattan Beach mat installation in 
February.
    These semi-permanent mats are low maintenance by design. 
Most sand that lands on the mats falls through the mesh, so 
they don’t need to be swept often. And, if sand starts piling up 
beneath the mats, they can easily be rolled up so crews can flatten 
the area and reinstall the mat when they’re done.
    The Torrance beach mat is located just north of the lifeguard 
building at the bottom of the ADA ramp that leads down from 
the parking lot. The mat in Hermosa Beach is located at 11th 
Street, near the pier.  In Manhattan Beach a mat extends from 
the “Pathway to the Sea” at 42nd Street in El Porto. 
    The Department of Beaches and Harbors also offers beach 

wheelchairs to be borrowed along the coast. In the South Bay, 
they are available in Manhattan Beach, Hermosa Beach, Redon-
do Beach and Torrance Beach.  Use of a beach wheelchair is free 
and available on a first-come, first-served basis.  No reservations 
are required. Visit the nearest open lifeguard tower or headquar-
ters for assistance. However, lifeguards may not always be immedi-
ately available to issue or accept a beach wheelchair if they are out 
on patrol or on an emergency call. 
    For more information, including a map of all access mat and 
beach wheelchair locations, visit beaches.lacounty.gov/access.  

MATS AND WHEELCHAIRS PROMOTEMATS AND WHEELCHAIRS PROMOTE
ACCESSIBILITY AT SOUTH BAY BEACHESACCESSIBILITY AT SOUTH BAY BEACHES

The city of Manhattan Beach is in the design 
phase of its proposed Manhattan Beach Advanced 
Traffic System (MBATS) project that will enhance 
commute times and improve the efficiency of traffic 
signals. 
 The project would extend the South Bay Cities 
Council of Governments’ South Bay Fiber Network’s 
(SBFN) core fiber optic ring. It proposes to upgrade 
traffic signal control equipment, according to Helen 
Shi, senior civil engineer for the city of Manhattan 
Beach. 
 This will help to support emerging traffic 
management technologies, such as dynamic signal 
timing, vehicle-to-vehicle communication, autonomous 
vehicle communication, emergency response priority 
treatment at traffic signals, and other smart cities 
initiatives that will relieve congestion during peak 
hours, improve safety, reduce traffic delays and allow 
the system to be more responsive to changes in traffic 
conditions. 

The project will also allow city and county staff 

to remotely monitor and control the signalized 
intersections to maximize synchronization and  
minimize backups through real-time data analysis 
and timing changes. 
 LA Metropolitan Transportation Authority 
(LA Metro) is already connected to the SBFN, 
enabling its systems to collect information on current 
events, and traffic conditions from South Bay agencies, 
and provide it to third-party companies such as 
Google and WAZE, which pass on the information 
to the public. The enhanced connection will enable 
the provision of information on traffic conditions and 
events within the city of Manhattan Beach to these 
LA Metro systems. 
 “The project is going to improve traffic flow in 
the city and enhance incident management on our 
roadways. The technology will allow for interactive 
communication with all users of the roadway to 
make intelligent decisions of their travel plans,” Prem 
Kumar, city engineer for the city of Manhattan Beach, 
said.

 The South Bay Fiber Network, still 
in the construction stage following 
the core ring’s completion 
in November 2020, provides fiber-
optic infrastructure that offers cost-
effective, high-speed broadband to 
municipal facilities throughout the 
South Bay subregion.
     The fiber ring will support  
enhancements to the region’s mobil-
ity and accessibility systems, and to 
the networks that provide commu-
nity services to South Bay residents, 
such as the city of Manhattan  
Beach.

PERSPECTIVEPERSPECTIVE

WRD plans to extract and treat brackish groundwater with advanced technologies
to create a “drought-proof” source of water.

FACES OF THE SBCCOGFACES OF THE SBCCOG
Meet  Col leen Farre l l ,  Senior  Project  Manager,  Meet  Col leen Farre l l ,  Senior  Project  Manager,  Communicat ionsCommunicat ions

  Colleen Farrell is the most 
recent addition to the SBCCOG 
staff. Upon joining the organization 
as senior project manager of commu-
nications, she immediately dove into 
her new role, planning the virtual 
celebration for the South Bay Fiber 

Network. Along with overseeing the organization’s publications 
and publicity efforts, she has been focusing on major SBCCOG 
projects and how to publicize them to SBCCOG member  
agencies and the public.  
    Born in Inglewood, Farrell is no stranger to the South Bay. At 
age 3, her family moved to Torrance, where she eventually attend-
ed Torrance High School. Upon earning Bachelor of Arts degrees 
in broadcast journalism and political science at the University of 
Southern California, she completed her first on-air internship at 
Torrance CitiCABLE. She went on to work as a reporter/anchor 
at NBC and CBS-affiliated TV stations in the Pacific Northwest. 

    Farrell eventually moved back to Southern California, where 
she transitioned into a communication role at public relations 
firm Golin and later Allison & Partners. In 2012, Farrell began 
producing a series about the history of Torrance to commemorate 
the city’s centennial. Shen then joined the marketing and 
communications team at Torrance Memorial Medical Center 
in 2011, where she helped to open the Lundquist Tower. 
    She is excited to help shine a light on the SBCCOG’s many 
programs and initiatives that “make a difference in the South Bay 
region.”  
    In her spare time, Farrell enjoys yoga, hiking, skiing, traveling 
and cooking.
    Welcome Colleen Farrell and thank you for your commitment 
and the difference you are already making to advance the  
programs of the SBCCOG.

Los Angeles County Supervisor Janice Hahn (left), Department of 
Beaches and Harbors Director Gary Jones (middle), and Manhat-
tan Beach Mayor Pro Tem Hildy Stern celebrate the newly installed 
access mat in Manhattan Beach. Photo courtesy of LA County 
Beaches and Harbors.

By Robert Katherman, treasurer, Water Replenishment District

A map that shows the South Bay  
Fiber Network and Manhattan 
Beach Fiber Network which would 
facilitate the Manhattan Beach 
Advanced Traffic System (MBATS).

C A L E N D A RC A L E N D A R
Meetings, currently held virtually, are 
open to the public. Visit
https://www.southbaycities.org/calendar
for more information.
September

1 Homeless Services Task Force
8 Infrastructure Working Group 

13 Transportation Committee 
Steering Committee

23 Board of Directors 
28 Senior Services Working Group

October
11 Transportation Committee 

Steering Committee
13 Infrastructure Working Group 
14 Legislative District Staff Briefing
28 Board of Directors

November
3 Homeless Services Task Force
8 Transportaton Committee

Steering Committee
10 Infrastructure Working Group 
18 Board of Directors 
30 Senior Services Working Group

For more information on SBCCOG
meetings and programs, contact 
Jacki Bacharach, executive director, 
at Jacki@southbaycities.org.

Like us:
https://www.facebook.com/SBCCOG
https://www.facebook.com/SBESC

Follow us: 
@SouthBayCCOG 
@SBESC
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To subscribe to the South Bay Watch or
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To subscribe to the South Bay 
Environmental Services Center (SBESC)
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view past editions, visit 
https://www.sbesc.com/news/newsletter



 Scientists tell us that greenhouse gases released by human 
activities, like land-filling food and yard waste, cause climate change.

 According to CalRecycle, landfills are the third largest source of 
methane in California. Organic waste, which includes food scraps, 
yard trimmings, paper, cardboard and wood make up half of what 
Californians dispose in landfills.

               

    

Fact:Fact :
 • Organic waste disposed in landfills emits 20% of the 
state’s methane, a “short-lived” climate pollutant that is 
84 times more potent than carbon dioxide. 

    To respond to the climate crisis, California is implementing 
statewide organic waste recycling and surplus food recovery through 
SB 1383, signed into law in September 2016 by Governor Edmund 
Brown Jr. SB 1383 (Lara, Chapter 395, Statutes of 2016) establishes 
the following methane reduction targets:

 • Reduce organic waste disposal in landfills statewide 50% by 
  2020 and 75% by 2025.

 • Increase the recovery by 20% of currently disposed edible food 
  for human consumption by 2025.

 The following are three major programs that are required of  
jurisdictions statewide to meet these targets:

 • Collection and Recycling: Starting in 2022, with some  
  exceptions, jurisdictions must provide organic waste collection  
   services to all residents and businesses.

 • Procurement of products made from recycled organics: Local  
  governments will be required to modify procurement policies  
  to purchase products made from recycled organic material,  
  such as renewable energy, compost and mulch.

 • Food Recovery: Starting in 2022, and under a phased 

  timeline, jurisdictions must require that certain food service  
  businesses donate edible items to food recovery 

  organizations. This will help feed the almost 1 in 4 

  Californians who lack enough to eat. 

 In addition to the above programs, jurisdictions are required to 
conduct education and outreach on organics recycling to all affected 
residents, haulers, solid waste facilities, local food banks and other 
food recovery organizations.

Penalties for Noncompliance

 SB 1383 becomes effective January 1, 2022. Jurisdictions, 
organic waste and edible food generators and haulers are all subject 
to penalties for non-compliance. Each jurisdiction is responsible 
for conducting appropriate oversight of haulers and contractors, 
consultants and other third-party entities, as applicable. Ultimately 
CalRecycle may fine or penalize a jurisdiction for non-compliant 
programs.

 The first step for jurisdictions will be to adopt ordinances 
to implement the law. CalRecycle has developed a number of 
documents, including a model enforcement ordinance and 
corresponding franchise agreement, a procurement policy, 
and model food recovery agreement for edible food, as well as 
educational materials.

Taking Proactive Steps

 The city of Hermosa Beach has already adopted an ordinance to 
make these mandates enforceable. Based closely on model docu-
ments provided by CalRecycle, the ordinance codifies many of the re-
quirements of SB 1383 and describes penalties for non-compliance. 
The ordinance requires implementation by 2023, instead of 2024, 
as required by CalRecycle, in an effort to more aggressively achieve 
sustainability goals.

 The South Bay cities have each adopted climate action plans that 
outline strategies for reducing greenhouse gas emissions. In comply-
ing with SB 1383 the cities have an opportunity to advance their 
climate action plan greenhouse gas reduction goals. The climate 
action plans can be viewed at: 

https://southbaycities.org/programs/climate-action-plans. 

    For information regarding SB 1383 visit:

https://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/organics/slcp
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NOT BAAAAAD WORK IF YOU CAN GET IT!NOT BAAAAAD WORK IF YOU CAN GET IT!
The Goats  Return to  the  Palos  Verdes  PeninsulaThe Goats  Return to  the  Palos  Verdes  Peninsula

 The steep and slippery slopes of the Palos Verdes canyons 
and hillsides make it extremely difficult to clear away the variety of 
non-native plants and weeds. For more than 10 years, the city of 
Rancho Palos Verdes (RPV) and the Palos Verdes Peninsula Land 
Conservancy (Conservancy) have looked to the goats from Mariposa 
County’s Fire Grazers, Inc. to reduce the overgrowth and rid the 
area of invasive plants.

 Michael Choi, CEO of Fire Grazers, says that goats are ideal 
for this type of work. They are extremely agile and can easily climb 
slopes that humans cannot navigate let alone perform this type of 
work to the level required for fire clearance or the removal of inva-
sive plants. Generally, the goats eat all types of vegetation and a herd 
of 400 goats can normally clear up to an acre a day, depending on 
the year’s rainfall and weed levels.  
 During their time in Lunada Canyon, the goats will be consum-
ing invasive species such as mustard, castor beans, fennel and non-
native grasses. In addition, the leaves and pods of the acacia shrubs 
are a favorite of the goats. According to Susan Wilcox, director of 
development, “The seed pods have high protein content, unlike 
most of the plants they consume. Watching them consume the 
pods, it seems they have a huge craving for them.”

 The Conservancy is targeting the goats’ efforts on specific areas 
of Lunada Canyon.  

“Previously, riparian areas of the canyon have been replanted with 
native species. Recently, the Conservancy has submitted several 
grant applications aimed at replanting native species in the canyon. 
The goats efficiently remove the unwanted plants. They have less 
environmental impact than humans performing the same tasks and 
leave little material to remove. Even the goat droppings provide a 
natural fertilizer and help compost the weeds they consume,”  
Cris Sarabia, conservation director explained.    

 The South Bay Cities Council of Governments’  
(SBCCOG) Home Share South Bay pilot program launched in 
October 2020. The program matches home providers who have 
extra space in their homes with people looking for more afford-
able housing opportunities in the South Bay. Home seekers may 
include those on the verge of homelessness or those very recently 
homeless.

 There are many reasons why someone may consider the Home 
Share South Bay program, from providing extra income to com-
panionship to help around the house or the opportunity to assist 
others in need of more affordable housing.

 The SBCCOG and its partner, Silvernest, have prepared some 
helpful hints to assist in the process of preparing a home to share 
with a potential housemate.

 1. Assess the room to rent. Take a look at the space. Is it 
large enough for someone to live in? Is there a closet or room for 
shelves and a dresser? Would you want to keep your furniture, or 
are you open to your housemate bringing in their own furniture?

 2. Determine what areas to designate as shared space and 
which areas are private. Think about a space through the eyes of 
your housemate. Is there a place to relax and watch TV? Is there 
an area to hang coats and shoes when coming in the door? Deter-
mine the areas to share, the space for your housemate, and the 
areas that are private for you. Establishing and communicating 
clear spatial boundaries up front will set the home provider and 
the tenant up for success.

 3. Determine if the kitchen is to be shared. Will the 
kitchen be shared? Is there a small bar area that can double as a 
secondary kitchen? The kitchen is often the center of the home, 
and it is important to think through preferences prior to some-
one moving in. If the kitchen is to be shared, think about making 
space for a housemate to put their food in the refrigerator, as well 
as cupboard space for non-perishable food, and a cupboard for 
their own cups, plates, etc.  Making room for a new housemate 
can double as a good exercise in doing some “spring cleaning.”

 

 In summary, planning ahead and setting expectations will help 
a home provider and new housemate adjust to one another. Shar-
ing a home is very intimate and personal, and going into it with a 
positive attitude and good intentions goes a long way to making it 
a successful experience.

 For more ideas in making your home shareable or to learn 
more about Home Share South Bay, please contact Laurie Jacobs, 
laurie@southbaycities.org.

SHARING IS CARINGSHARING IS CARING
Three Tips for Preparing a Home to Share with a TenantThree Tips for Preparing a Home to Share with a Tenant

SAVING THE PLANETSAVING THE PLANET
What Businesses and Residents Need to Know about California’s Organic Waste Recycling LawWhat Businesses and Residents Need to Know about California’s Organic Waste Recycling Law

By Steve Tabor 
This is an excerpt from an article published June 10, 2021 by Palos Verdes Pulse; www.palosverdespulse.com 

 For the Conservancy, the goat project is funded 
through community contributions. The Conservancy’s 
major fundraiser for the venture is the Adopt-A-Goat 
project. Sarabia estimates it costs approximately $100 
per day for each goat. Donors can adopt a goat for a day 
or an extended period. In addition to the regular donation 
benefits, Adopt-A-Goat benefactors can have their portrait 
taken with one of the goats on site. For more information 
about the Adopt-A-Goat program visit the Conservancy’s 
website at www.pvplc.org.

HOW TO ADOPT A GOATHOW TO ADOPT A GOAT

Photo credit: Steve Tabor, Palos Verdes Pulse Magazine

SBCCOG AROUND TOWN SBCCOG AROUND TOWN 
Inglewood Mayor  Arranges  Spec ia l  SoFi  Tour for  South Bay ElectedsInglewood Mayor  Arranges  Spec ia l  SoFi  Tour for  South Bay Electeds

  Thanks to Inglewood Mayor James T. Butts, the SBCCOG 
board of directors and local elected officials were recently able to take 
a special “behind the scenes” tour of the new SoFi Stadium. Among 
the highlights were strolls through the LA Rams locker room, along 
with the owner’s suite, lounge and meeting room, which similar to 
the stadium itself, all featured architecture elements designed in the 
shape of a football.

From left: LA Council District 15 Deputy Chief of Staff Jacob Haik, 
Carson Council Member Cedric Hicks; Gardena Council Member 
Rodney Tanaka; Rancho Palos Verdes Council Member John Cruikshank; 
Hawthorne Council Member Angie Reyes English; Hawthorne Council 
Member Alex Monteiro; SBCCOG Executive Director Jacki Bacharach; 
Rolling Hills Estates Mayor Steve Zuckerman; SBCCOG Senior Project 
Manager of Communications Colleen Farrell; Manhattan Beach Mayor 
Suzanne Hadley; Torrance Council Member George Chen; and Lomita 
Mayor Mark Waronek.
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By Steve Tabor 
This is an excerpt from an article published June 10, 2021 by Palos Verdes Pulse; www.palosverdespulse.com 

 For the Conservancy, the goat project is funded 
through community contributions. The Conservancy’s 
major fundraiser for the venture is the Adopt-A-Goat 
project. Sarabia estimates it costs approximately $100 
per day for each goat. Donors can adopt a goat for a day 
or an extended period. In addition to the regular donation 
benefits, Adopt-A-Goat benefactors can have their portrait 
taken with one of the goats on site. For more information 
about the Adopt-A-Goat program visit the Conservancy’s 
website at www.pvplc.org.

HOW TO ADOPT A GOATHOW TO ADOPT A GOAT

Photo credit: Steve Tabor, Palos Verdes Pulse Magazine

SBCCOG AROUND TOWN SBCCOG AROUND TOWN 
Inglewood Mayor  Arranges  Spec ia l  SoFi  Tour for  South Bay ElectedsInglewood Mayor  Arranges  Spec ia l  SoFi  Tour for  South Bay Electeds

  Thanks to Inglewood Mayor James T. Butts, the SBCCOG 
board of directors and local elected officials were recently able to take 
a special “behind the scenes” tour of the new SoFi Stadium. Among 
the highlights were strolls through the LA Rams locker room, along 
with the owner’s suite, lounge and meeting room, which similar to 
the stadium itself, all featured architecture elements designed in the 
shape of a football.

From left: LA Council District 15 Deputy Chief of Staff Jacob Haik, 
Carson Council Member Cedric Hicks; Gardena Council Member 
Rodney Tanaka; Rancho Palos Verdes Council Member John Cruikshank; 
Hawthorne Council Member Angie Reyes English; Hawthorne Council 
Member Alex Monteiro; SBCCOG Executive Director Jacki Bacharach; 
Rolling Hills Estates Mayor Steve Zuckerman; SBCCOG Senior Project 
Manager of Communications Colleen Farrell; Manhattan Beach Mayor 
Suzanne Hadley; Torrance Council Member George Chen; and Lomita 
Mayor Mark Waronek.
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 Scientists tell us that greenhouse gases released by human 
activities, like land-filling food and yard waste, cause climate change.

 According to CalRecycle, landfills are the third largest source of 
methane in California. Organic waste, which includes food scraps, 
yard trimmings, paper, cardboard and wood make up half of what 
Californians dispose in landfills.

               

    

Fact:Fact :
 • Organic waste disposed in landfills emits 20% of the 
state’s methane, a “short-lived” climate pollutant that is 
84 times more potent than carbon dioxide. 

    To respond to the climate crisis, California is implementing 
statewide organic waste recycling and surplus food recovery through 
SB 1383, signed into law in September 2016 by Governor Edmund 
Brown Jr. SB 1383 (Lara, Chapter 395, Statutes of 2016) establishes 
the following methane reduction targets:

 • Reduce organic waste disposal in landfills statewide 50% by 
  2020 and 75% by 2025.

 • Increase the recovery by 20% of currently disposed edible food 
  for human consumption by 2025.

 The following are three major programs that are required of  
jurisdictions statewide to meet these targets:

 • Collection and Recycling: Starting in 2022, with some  
  exceptions, jurisdictions must provide organic waste collection  
   services to all residents and businesses.

 • Procurement of products made from recycled organics: Local  
  governments will be required to modify procurement policies  
  to purchase products made from recycled organic material,  
  such as renewable energy, compost and mulch.

 • Food Recovery: Starting in 2022, and under a phased 

  timeline, jurisdictions must require that certain food service  
  businesses donate edible items to food recovery 

  organizations. This will help feed the almost 1 in 4 

  Californians who lack enough to eat. 

 In addition to the above programs, jurisdictions are required to 
conduct education and outreach on organics recycling to all affected 
residents, haulers, solid waste facilities, local food banks and other 
food recovery organizations.

Penalties for Noncompliance

 SB 1383 becomes effective January 1, 2022. Jurisdictions, 
organic waste and edible food generators and haulers are all subject 
to penalties for non-compliance. Each jurisdiction is responsible 
for conducting appropriate oversight of haulers and contractors, 
consultants and other third-party entities, as applicable. Ultimately 
CalRecycle may fine or penalize a jurisdiction for non-compliant 
programs.

 The first step for jurisdictions will be to adopt ordinances 
to implement the law. CalRecycle has developed a number of 
documents, including a model enforcement ordinance and 
corresponding franchise agreement, a procurement policy, 
and model food recovery agreement for edible food, as well as 
educational materials.

Taking Proactive Steps

 The city of Hermosa Beach has already adopted an ordinance to 
make these mandates enforceable. Based closely on model docu-
ments provided by CalRecycle, the ordinance codifies many of the re-
quirements of SB 1383 and describes penalties for non-compliance. 
The ordinance requires implementation by 2023, instead of 2024, 
as required by CalRecycle, in an effort to more aggressively achieve 
sustainability goals.

 The South Bay cities have each adopted climate action plans that 
outline strategies for reducing greenhouse gas emissions. In comply-
ing with SB 1383 the cities have an opportunity to advance their 
climate action plan greenhouse gas reduction goals. The climate 
action plans can be viewed at: 

https://southbaycities.org/programs/climate-action-plans. 

    For information regarding SB 1383 visit:

https://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/organics/slcp
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NOT BAAAAAD WORK IF YOU CAN GET IT!NOT BAAAAAD WORK IF YOU CAN GET IT!
The Goats  Return to  the  Palos  Verdes  PeninsulaThe Goats  Return to  the  Palos  Verdes  Peninsula

 The steep and slippery slopes of the Palos Verdes canyons 
and hillsides make it extremely difficult to clear away the variety of 
non-native plants and weeds. For more than 10 years, the city of 
Rancho Palos Verdes (RPV) and the Palos Verdes Peninsula Land 
Conservancy (Conservancy) have looked to the goats from Mariposa 
County’s Fire Grazers, Inc. to reduce the overgrowth and rid the 
area of invasive plants.

 Michael Choi, CEO of Fire Grazers, says that goats are ideal 
for this type of work. They are extremely agile and can easily climb 
slopes that humans cannot navigate let alone perform this type of 
work to the level required for fire clearance or the removal of inva-
sive plants. Generally, the goats eat all types of vegetation and a herd 
of 400 goats can normally clear up to an acre a day, depending on 
the year’s rainfall and weed levels.  
 During their time in Lunada Canyon, the goats will be consum-
ing invasive species such as mustard, castor beans, fennel and non-
native grasses. In addition, the leaves and pods of the acacia shrubs 
are a favorite of the goats. According to Susan Wilcox, director of 
development, “The seed pods have high protein content, unlike 
most of the plants they consume. Watching them consume the 
pods, it seems they have a huge craving for them.”

 The Conservancy is targeting the goats’ efforts on specific areas 
of Lunada Canyon.  

“Previously, riparian areas of the canyon have been replanted with 
native species. Recently, the Conservancy has submitted several 
grant applications aimed at replanting native species in the canyon. 
The goats efficiently remove the unwanted plants. They have less 
environmental impact than humans performing the same tasks and 
leave little material to remove. Even the goat droppings provide a 
natural fertilizer and help compost the weeds they consume,”  
Cris Sarabia, conservation director explained.    

 The South Bay Cities Council of Governments’  
(SBCCOG) Home Share South Bay pilot program launched in 
October 2020. The program matches home providers who have 
extra space in their homes with people looking for more afford-
able housing opportunities in the South Bay. Home seekers may 
include those on the verge of homelessness or those very recently 
homeless.

 There are many reasons why someone may consider the Home 
Share South Bay program, from providing extra income to com-
panionship to help around the house or the opportunity to assist 
others in need of more affordable housing.

 The SBCCOG and its partner, Silvernest, have prepared some 
helpful hints to assist in the process of preparing a home to share 
with a potential housemate.

 1. Assess the room to rent. Take a look at the space. Is it 
large enough for someone to live in? Is there a closet or room for 
shelves and a dresser? Would you want to keep your furniture, or 
are you open to your housemate bringing in their own furniture?

 2. Determine what areas to designate as shared space and 
which areas are private. Think about a space through the eyes of 
your housemate. Is there a place to relax and watch TV? Is there 
an area to hang coats and shoes when coming in the door? Deter-
mine the areas to share, the space for your housemate, and the 
areas that are private for you. Establishing and communicating 
clear spatial boundaries up front will set the home provider and 
the tenant up for success.

 3. Determine if the kitchen is to be shared. Will the 
kitchen be shared? Is there a small bar area that can double as a 
secondary kitchen? The kitchen is often the center of the home, 
and it is important to think through preferences prior to some-
one moving in. If the kitchen is to be shared, think about making 
space for a housemate to put their food in the refrigerator, as well 
as cupboard space for non-perishable food, and a cupboard for 
their own cups, plates, etc.  Making room for a new housemate 
can double as a good exercise in doing some “spring cleaning.”

 

 In summary, planning ahead and setting expectations will help 
a home provider and new housemate adjust to one another. Shar-
ing a home is very intimate and personal, and going into it with a 
positive attitude and good intentions goes a long way to making it 
a successful experience.

 For more ideas in making your home shareable or to learn 
more about Home Share South Bay, please contact Laurie Jacobs, 
laurie@southbaycities.org.
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project. Sarabia estimates it costs approximately $100 
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or an extended period. In addition to the regular donation 
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  Thanks to Inglewood Mayor James T. Butts, the SBCCOG 
board of directors and local elected officials were recently able to take 
a special “behind the scenes” tour of the new SoFi Stadium. Among 
the highlights were strolls through the LA Rams locker room, along 
with the owner’s suite, lounge and meeting room, which similar to 
the stadium itself, all featured architecture elements designed in the 
shape of a football.

From left: LA Council District 15 Deputy Chief of Staff Jacob Haik, 
Carson Council Member Cedric Hicks; Gardena Council Member 
Rodney Tanaka; Rancho Palos Verdes Council Member John Cruikshank; 
Hawthorne Council Member Angie Reyes English; Hawthorne Council 
Member Alex Monteiro; SBCCOG Executive Director Jacki Bacharach; 
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Manager of Communications Colleen Farrell; Manhattan Beach Mayor 
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THE FUTURE OF TRANSPORTATIONTHE FUTURE OF TRANSPORTATION
Enhanced Fiber  Speed Capabi l i ty  to  Improve Enhanced Fiber  Speed Capabi l i ty  to  Improve 
Traf f ic  F low and Safety  in  Manhattan BeachTraff ic  F low and Safety  in  Manhattan Beach

GROUNDWATER DESALINATIONGROUNDWATER DESALINATION  
How do we create  a  “drought-proof”  water  supply?How do we create  a  “drought-proof”  water  supply?

 Climate change is creating enormous global 
challenges for the delivery of life-giving water.      
    When Governor Newsom recently declared 
emergency water rules for 41 of the state’s 58 coun-
ties, it was clear drought conditions had become 
California’s “new normal.” Fortunately, the Water 
Replenishment District (WRD) has been prepar-
ing for this challenge by building a drought-proof 
sustainable groundwater system that provides 
about half of the drinking water in southern Los 
Angeles County. 
    WRD is a groundwater management agency re-
sponsible for replenishing and protecting ground-
water resources for more than 4 million residents 
or 11% of California’s population. WRD’s service 
area covers a 420-square-mile region of southern 
Los Angeles County, including 43 cities. For 
more than 60 years, WRD has been committed 
to providing, protecting and preserving a safe and 
reliable high-quality groundwater supply. 
    The key to a sustainable drought-proof water fu-
ture lies under our feet. Though we can’t see them, 
groundwater aquifers are an immense natural 
underground reservoir—currently with empty stor-
age space that can hold nearly 150 billion gallons 
of water. WRD is working to fill that storage with 
reclaimed water that can be used during dry years. 
    Impeding that aquifer storage in the South Bay 
is a 500,000-acre plume of salty brackish water. 
This water is about one-tenth as salty as the sea. 
Due to over pumping of the groundwater basins 
before WRD was established, seawater pushed into 
the West Coast basin and polluted the groundwa-
ter. To help visualize the scale of this plume, one 
acre foot of water is equivalent to one football 

field covered in a foot of water. This means there 
is enough brackish water in the South Bay to cover 
500,000 football fields in a foot of water. 
    Through our Regional Brackish Water Recla-
mation Program (RBWRP), WRD will clean this 
brackish water and create new space in the aquifer 
to store fresh water for future use. Specifically, 
the facility will produce up to 20 million gallons 
of fresh water a day. Advanced technologies and 
reverse osmosis will be used to treat the contami-
nated water so it may be used as drinking water.
    WRD has a successful track record with ground-
water desalination projects. The WRD Desalter lo-
cated in the city of Torrance was commissioned in 
2001 and expanded in 2018. The facility treats up 
to 5 million gallons per day of brackish groundwa-
ter, which is put directly into the city of Torrance 
potable water system. 
    The RBWRP builds upon the success of the 
Torrance WRD Desalter and will help to create a 
new supply of “drought-proof” water. Even during 
dry years, this water will be available to be extract-
ed, treated and made available to water suppliers 
in the South Bay. This water will help reduce the 
region’s need for imported water. It will also help 
us to plan for a more drought-resilient future and 
ensure we’re more prepared for challenges that 
climate change may bring. 
    For more information on the Regional Brackish 
Water Reclamation Program, please visit https://
www.wrd.org/content/regional-brackish-water-
reclamation-program.

 South Bay beaches have become a bit more accessible for 
people who use wheelchairs and other mobility devices. Over the 
last year, three mats have been installed at South Bay beaches—
two by the Los Angeles County Department of Beaches and 
Harbors in Torrance and Manhattan Beach, and one by the city 
of Hermosa Beach. 
    Made of a fine synthetic mesh, the access mats create a firmer 
surface for people who use wheelchairs or other mobility devices, 
or for those who may otherwise have difficulty crossing the 
uneven sand. 
    “Our beaches belong to everyone, and we are working to make 
them accessible to everyone—including people with mobility 
challenges,” Los Angeles County Supervisor Janice Hahn said 
in a statement before the Manhattan Beach mat installation in 
February.
    These semi-permanent mats are low maintenance by design. 
Most sand that lands on the mats falls through the mesh, so 
they don’t need to be swept often. And, if sand starts piling up 
beneath the mats, they can easily be rolled up so crews can flatten 
the area and reinstall the mat when they’re done.
    The Torrance beach mat is located just north of the lifeguard 
building at the bottom of the ADA ramp that leads down from 
the parking lot. The mat in Hermosa Beach is located at 11th 
Street, near the pier.  In Manhattan Beach a mat extends from 
the “Pathway to the Sea” at 42nd Street in El Porto. 
    The Department of Beaches and Harbors also offers beach 

wheelchairs to be borrowed along the coast. In the South Bay, 
they are available in Manhattan Beach, Hermosa Beach, Redon-
do Beach and Torrance Beach.  Use of a beach wheelchair is free 
and available on a first-come, first-served basis.  No reservations 
are required. Visit the nearest open lifeguard tower or headquar-
ters for assistance. However, lifeguards may not always be immedi-
ately available to issue or accept a beach wheelchair if they are out 
on patrol or on an emergency call. 
    For more information, including a map of all access mat and 
beach wheelchair locations, visit beaches.lacounty.gov/access.  

MATS AND WHEELCHAIRS PROMOTE  MATS AND WHEELCHAIRS PROMOTE  
ACCESSIBILITY AT SOUTH BAY BEACHESACCESSIBILITY AT SOUTH BAY BEACHES

 The city of Manhattan Beach is in the design 
phase of its proposed Manhattan Beach Advanced 
Traffic System (MBATS) project that will enhance 
commute times and improve the efficiency of traffic 
signals. 
 The project would extend the South Bay Cities 
Council of Government’s South Bay Fiber Network’s 
(SBFN) core fiber optic ring. It proposes to upgrade 
traffic signal control equipment, according to Helen 
Shi, senior civil engineer for the city of Manhattan 
Beach. 
 This will help to support emerging traffic 
management technologies, such as dynamic signal 
timing, vehicle-to-vehicle communication, autonomous 
vehicle communication, emergency response priority 
treatment at traffic signals, and other smart cities 
initiatives that will relieve congestion during peak 
hours, improve safety, reduce traffic delays and allow 
the system to be more responsive to changes in traffic 
conditions. 
 The project will also allow city and county staff 

to remotely monitor and control the signalized 
intersections to maximize synchronization and  
minimize backups through real-time data analysis 
and timing changes. 
 LA Metropolitan Transportation Authority 
(LA Metro) is already connected to the SBFN, 
enabling its systems to collect information on current 
events, and traffic conditions from South Bay agencies, 
and provide it to third-party companies such as 
Google and WAZE, which pass on the information 
to the public. The enhanced connection will enable 
the provision of information on traffic conditions and 
events within the city of Manhattan Beach to these 
LA Metro systems. 
 “The project is going to improve traffic flow in 
the city and enhance incident management on our 
roadways. The technology will allow for interactive 
communication with all users of the roadway to 
make intelligent decisions of their travel plans,” Prem 
Kumar, city engineer for the city of Manhattan Beach, 
said.

 The South Bay Fiber Network, still 
in the construction stage following 
the core ring’s completion 
in November 2020, provides fiber-
optic infrastructure that offers cost-
effective, high-speed broadband to 
municipal facilities throughout the 
South Bay subregion.
     The fiber ring will support  
enhancements to the region’s mobil-
ity and accessibility systems, and to 
the networks that provide commu-
nity services to South Bay residents, 
such as the city of Manhattan  
Beach.

PERSPECTIVEPERSPECTIVE

WRD plans to extract and treat brackish groundwater with advanced technologies 
to create a “drought-proof” source of water.

FACES OF THE SBCCOG FACES OF THE SBCCOG 
Meet  Col leen Farre l l ,  Senior  Project  Manager,  Meet  Col leen Farre l l ,  Senior  Project  Manager,  Communicat ionsCommunicat ions  

  Colleen Farrell is the most 
recent addition to the SBCCOG 
staff. Upon joining the organization 
as senior project manager of commu-
nications, she immediately dove into 
her new role, planning the virtual 
celebration for the South Bay Fiber 

Network. Along with overseeing the organization’s publications 
and publicity efforts, she has been focusing on major SBCCOG 
projects and how to publicize them to SBCCOG member  
agencies and the public.  
    Born in Inglewood, Farrell is no stranger to the South Bay. At 
age 3, her family moved to Torrance, where she eventually attend-
ed Torrance High School. Upon earning Bachelor of Arts degrees 
in broadcast journalism and political science at the University of 
Southern California, she completed her first on-air internship at 
Torrance CitiCABLE. She went on to work as a reporter/anchor 
at NBC and CBS-affiliated TV stations in the Pacific Northwest. 

    Farrell eventually moved back to Southern California, where 
she transitioned into a communication role at public relations 
firm Golin and later Allison & Partners. In 2012, Farrell began 
producing a series about the history of Torrance to commemorate 
the city’s centennial. Shen then joined the marketing and  
communications team at Torrance Memorial Medical Center  
in 2011, where she helped to open the Lundquist Tower. 
    She is excited to help shine a light on the SBCCOG’s many 
programs and initiatives that “make a difference in the South Bay 
region.”  
    In her spare time, Farrell enjoys yoga, hiking, skiing, traveling 
and cooking.
    Welcome Colleen Farrell and thank you for your commitment 
and the difference you are already making to advance the  
programs of the SBCCOG.

Los Angeles County Supervisor Janice Hahn (left), Department of 
Beaches and Harbors Director Gary Jones (middle), and Manhat-
tan Beach Mayor Pro Tem Hildy Stern celebrate the newly installed 
access mat in Manhattan Beach. Photo courtesy of LA County 
Beaches and Harbors.

By Robert Katherman, treasurer, Water Replenishment District

A map that shows the South Bay  
Fiber Network and Manhattan 
Beach Fiber Network which would 
facilitate the Manhattan Beach 
Advanced Traffic System (MBATS).

C A L E N D A RC A L E N D A R
Meetings, currently held virtually, are 
open to the public. Visit 
https://www.southbaycities.org/calendar 
for more information.
September
 1 Homeless Services Task Force 
 8 Infrastructure Working Group 
 13 Transportation Committee 
  Steering Committee 
 23 Board of Directors 
 28 Senior Services Working Group

October
 11 Transportation Committee 
  Steering Committee 
 13 Infrastructure Working Group 
 14 Legislative District Staff Briefing  
 28 Board of Directors

November
 3 Homeless Services Task Force 
 8 Transportaton Committee 
  Steering Committee 
 10 Infrastructure Working Group 
 18 Board of Directors 
 30 Senior Services Working Group

For more information on SBCCOG 
meetings and programs, contact 
Jacki Bacharach, executive director, 
at Jacki@southbaycities.org.

Like us: 
https://www.facebook.com/SBCCOG 
https://www.facebook.com/SBESC

Follow us: 
@SouthBayCCOG 
@SBESC

Published August 25, 2021

To subscribe to the South Bay Watch or
view past editions, visit: 
www.southbaycities.org/news/newsletter

To subscribe to the South Bay 
Environmental Services Center (SBESC) 
newsletter or 
view past editions, visit 
https://www.sbesc.com/news/newsletter
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challenges for the delivery of life-giving water.      
    When Governor Newsom recently declared 
emergency water rules for 41 of the state’s 58 coun-
ties, it was clear drought conditions had become 
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Replenishment District (WRD) has been prepar-
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sustainable groundwater system that provides 
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more than 60 years, WRD has been committed 
to providing, protecting and preserving a safe and 
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    The key to a sustainable drought-proof water fu-
ture lies under our feet. Though we can’t see them, 
groundwater aquifers are an immense natural 
underground reservoir—currently with empty stor-
age space that can hold nearly 150 billion gallons 
of water. WRD is working to fill that storage with 
reclaimed water that can be used during dry years. 
    Impeding that aquifer storage in the South Bay 
is a 500,000-acre plume of salty brackish water. 
This water is about one-tenth as salty as the sea. 
Due to over pumping of the groundwater basins 
before WRD was established, seawater pushed into 
the West Coast basin and polluted the groundwa-
ter. To help visualize the scale of this plume, one 
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is enough brackish water in the South Bay to cover 
500,000 football fields in a foot of water. 
    Through our Regional Brackish Water Recla-
mation Program (RBWRP), WRD will clean this 
brackish water and create new space in the aquifer 
to store fresh water for future use. Specifically, 
the facility will produce up to 20 million gallons 
of fresh water a day. Advanced technologies and 
reverse osmosis will be used to treat the contami-
nated water so it may be used as drinking water.
    WRD has a successful track record with ground-
water desalination projects. The WRD Desalter lo-
cated in the city of Torrance was commissioned in 
2001 and expanded in 2018. The facility treats up 
to 5 million gallons per day of brackish groundwa-
ter, which is put directly into the city of Torrance 
potable water system. 
    The RBWRP builds upon the success of the 
Torrance WRD Desalter and will help to create a 
new supply of “drought-proof” water. Even during 
dry years, this water will be available to be extract-
ed, treated and made available to water suppliers 
in the South Bay. This water will help reduce the 
region’s need for imported water. It will also help 
us to plan for a more drought-resilient future and 
ensure we’re more prepared for challenges that 
climate change may bring. 
    For more information on the Regional Brackish 
Water Reclamation Program, please visit https://
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 South Bay beaches have become a bit more accessible for 
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last year, three mats have been installed at South Bay beaches—
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Harbors in Torrance and Manhattan Beach, and one by the city 
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    Made of a fine synthetic mesh, the access mats create a firmer 
surface for people who use wheelchairs or other mobility devices, 
or for those who may otherwise have difficulty crossing the 
uneven sand. 
    “Our beaches belong to everyone, and we are working to make 
them accessible to everyone—including people with mobility 
challenges,” Los Angeles County Supervisor Janice Hahn said 
in a statement before the Manhattan Beach mat installation in 
February.
    These semi-permanent mats are low maintenance by design. 
Most sand that lands on the mats falls through the mesh, so 
they don’t need to be swept often. And, if sand starts piling up 
beneath the mats, they can easily be rolled up so crews can flatten 
the area and reinstall the mat when they’re done.
    The Torrance beach mat is located just north of the lifeguard 
building at the bottom of the ADA ramp that leads down from 
the parking lot. The mat in Hermosa Beach is located at 11th 
Street, near the pier.  In Manhattan Beach a mat extends from 
the “Pathway to the Sea” at 42nd Street in El Porto. 
    The Department of Beaches and Harbors also offers beach 

wheelchairs to be borrowed along the coast. In the South Bay, 
they are available in Manhattan Beach, Hermosa Beach, Redon-
do Beach and Torrance Beach.  Use of a beach wheelchair is free 
and available on a first-come, first-served basis.  No reservations 
are required. Visit the nearest open lifeguard tower or headquar-
ters for assistance. However, lifeguards may not always be immedi-
ately available to issue or accept a beach wheelchair if they are out 
on patrol or on an emergency call. 
    For more information, including a map of all access mat and 
beach wheelchair locations, visit beaches.lacounty.gov/access.  

MATS AND WHEELCHAIRS PROMOTE  MATS AND WHEELCHAIRS PROMOTE  
ACCESSIBILITY AT SOUTH BAY BEACHESACCESSIBILITY AT SOUTH BAY BEACHES

 The city of Manhattan Beach is in the design 
phase of its proposed Manhattan Beach Advanced 
Traffic System (MBATS) project that will enhance 
commute times and improve the efficiency of traffic 
signals. 
 The project would extend the South Bay Cities 
Council of Government’s South Bay Fiber Network’s 
(SBFN) core fiber optic ring. It proposes to upgrade 
traffic signal control equipment, according to Helen 
Shi, senior civil engineer for the city of Manhattan 
Beach. 
 This will help to support emerging traffic 
management technologies, such as dynamic signal 
timing, vehicle-to-vehicle communication, autonomous 
vehicle communication, emergency response priority 
treatment at traffic signals, and other smart cities 
initiatives that will relieve congestion during peak 
hours, improve safety, reduce traffic delays and allow 
the system to be more responsive to changes in traffic 
conditions. 
 The project will also allow city and county staff 

to remotely monitor and control the signalized 
intersections to maximize synchronization and  
minimize backups through real-time data analysis 
and timing changes. 
 LA Metropolitan Transportation Authority 
(LA Metro) is already connected to the SBFN, 
enabling its systems to collect information on current 
events, and traffic conditions from South Bay agencies, 
and provide it to third-party companies such as 
Google and WAZE, which pass on the information 
to the public. The enhanced connection will enable 
the provision of information on traffic conditions and 
events within the city of Manhattan Beach to these 
LA Metro systems. 
 “The project is going to improve traffic flow in 
the city and enhance incident management on our 
roadways. The technology will allow for interactive 
communication with all users of the roadway to 
make intelligent decisions of their travel plans,” Prem 
Kumar, city engineer for the city of Manhattan Beach, 
said.

 The South Bay Fiber Network, still 
in the construction stage following 
the core ring’s completion 
in November 2020, provides fiber-
optic infrastructure that offers cost-
effective, high-speed broadband to 
municipal facilities throughout the 
South Bay subregion.
     The fiber ring will support  
enhancements to the region’s mobil-
ity and accessibility systems, and to 
the networks that provide commu-
nity services to South Bay residents, 
such as the city of Manhattan  
Beach.

PERSPECTIVEPERSPECTIVE

WRD plans to extract and treat brackish groundwater with advanced technologies 
to create a “drought-proof” source of water.

FACES OF THE SBCCOG FACES OF THE SBCCOG 
Meet  Col leen Farre l l ,  Senior  Project  Manager,  Meet  Col leen Farre l l ,  Senior  Project  Manager,  Communicat ionsCommunicat ions  

  Colleen Farrell is the most 
recent addition to the SBCCOG 
staff. Upon joining the organization 
as senior project manager of commu-
nications, she immediately dove into 
her new role, planning the virtual 
celebration for the South Bay Fiber 

Network. Along with overseeing the organization’s publications 
and publicity efforts, she has been focusing on major SBCCOG 
projects and how to publicize them to SBCCOG member  
agencies and the public.  
    Born in Inglewood, Farrell is no stranger to the South Bay. At 
age 3, her family moved to Torrance, where she eventually attend-
ed Torrance High School. Upon earning Bachelor of Arts degrees 
in broadcast journalism and political science at the University of 
Southern California, she completed her first on-air internship at 
Torrance CitiCABLE. She went on to work as a reporter/anchor 
at NBC and CBS-affiliated TV stations in the Pacific Northwest. 

    Farrell eventually moved back to Southern California, where 
she transitioned into a communication role at public relations 
firm Golin and later Allison & Partners. In 2012, Farrell began 
producing a series about the history of Torrance to commemorate 
the city’s centennial. Shen then joined the marketing and  
communications team at Torrance Memorial Medical Center  
in 2011, where she helped to open the Lundquist Tower. 
    She is excited to help shine a light on the SBCCOG’s many 
programs and initiatives that “make a difference in the South Bay 
region.”  
    In her spare time, Farrell enjoys yoga, hiking, skiing, traveling 
and cooking.
    Welcome Colleen Farrell and thank you for your commitment 
and the difference you are already making to advance the  
programs of the SBCCOG.

Los Angeles County Supervisor Janice Hahn (left), Department of 
Beaches and Harbors Director Gary Jones (middle), and Manhat-
tan Beach Mayor Pro Tem Hildy Stern celebrate the newly installed 
access mat in Manhattan Beach. Photo courtesy of LA County 
Beaches and Harbors.

By Robert Katherman, treasurer, Water Replenishment District

A map that shows the South Bay  
Fiber Network and Manhattan 
Beach Fiber Network which would 
facilitate the Manhattan Beach 
Advanced Traffic System (MBATS).

C A L E N D A RC A L E N D A R
Meetings, currently held virtually, are 
open to the public. Visit 
https://www.southbaycities.org/calendar 
for more information.
September
 1 Homeless Services Task Force 
 8 Infrastructure Working Group 
 13 Transportation Committee 
  Steering Committee 
 23 Board of Directors 
 28 Senior Services Working Group

October
 11 Transportation Committee 
  Steering Committee 
 13 Infrastructure Working Group 
 14 Legislative District Staff Briefing  
 28 Board of Directors

November
 3 Homeless Services Task Force 
 8 Transportaton Committee 
  Steering Committee 
 10 Infrastructure Working Group 
 18 Board of Directors 
 30 Senior Services Working Group

For more information on SBCCOG 
meetings and programs, contact 
Jacki Bacharach, executive director, 
at Jacki@southbaycities.org.

Like us: 
https://www.facebook.com/SBCCOG 
https://www.facebook.com/SBESC

Follow us: 
@SouthBayCCOG 
@SBESC
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