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HOLIDAY LIGHT EXCHANGE 2017HOLIDAY LIGHT EXCHANGE 2017
ANOTHER BRIGHT AND ENERGY SAVING SUCCESSANOTHER BRIGHT AND ENERGY SAVING SUCCESS

On February 23, 2018, the South Bay Cities 
Council of Governments is hosting its 19th Annual 
General Assembly at the Juanita Millender-McDonald 
Community Center in Carson from 8:30 am to 3:00 
pm.  This year’s topic is “The Evolution of Retail and 
Its Challenges for Cities”.

The SBCCOG has partnered with the Kosmont 
Companies to create a dynamic program of speakers 
on a topic that has the 
potential to change how we 
consume, commute, and 
communicate.  The presen-
tations will cover current 
and developing trends, the 
changing face of economic 
development, and tax and 
fi nancing strategies.  The 
focus will be on what cities 
need to know and how 
they can respond.

Besides a robust exhibit hall with city, partner and 
sponsor exhibits, we plan to once again include 
technology demonstrations.  Then the program will 
include an expert line-up of speakers.

The following speakers are all confi rmed:  From the 
Kosmont Companies, Larry Kosmont, President of 
CEO; Ken Hira, Executive Vice President, and Felicia 
Williams, Senior Vice President;  Christine Cooper, 
Regional Economist, CoStar;  Wallace Walrod, Chief 
Economic Advisor, OC Business Council and SCAG; 
George Wentz, Deputy City Manager, City of Jurupa 
Valley; and Mike Witzansky, Assistant City Manager, 
City of Redondo Beach.

Other speakers are also 
being added.

The day is extremely 
full and will start in the 
Exhibit Hall at 8:30 and 
end with a raffl e at 3pm.  
Come early as there will 
be plenty to see as well
as networking with
colleagues and local 

elected offi cials. The program of speakers will start 
around 9:30 am.  The event is free but RSVPs are 
required since we do provide lunch.

You can RSVP at:
http://www.southbaycities.org/node/1843/register
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Over 600 strands of electricity guzzling incandescent holiday lights were permanently 
retired this year during the South Bay Cities Council of Governments (SBCCOG) 2017 
Holiday Light Exchange!  Generous community partner sponsorships allowed this
popular seasonal event to be offered to South Bay residents, free of charge, at three
different geographic venues hosted by SBCCOG, LA Councilman Joe Buscaino and
LA County Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas.  

The Holiday Light Exchange allows South Bay residents to trade in one strand of their
old incandescent holiday lights for the newer technology of light emitting diodes (LEDs).  
The SBCCOG then literally destroys the old strand so that it cannot be used again and 
it is recycled as e-waste at Walser’s in Torrance.  With the lights that were exchanged this 
year, there was an 80% reduction in energy use for those residents that participated!!

The event was covered by Hawthorne Cable and Torrance CitiCable, in addition to
social media
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THE CONNECTED STREET OF THE FUTURETHE CONNECTED STREET OF THE FUTURE
NEW YORK CITY’S CTO HAS A VISION FOR HOW TECHNOLOGY CAN MAKE OUR LIVES BETTER.NEW YORK CITY’S CTO HAS A VISION FOR HOW TECHNOLOGY CAN MAKE OUR LIVES BETTER.

By Wyatt Cmar, Contributor, Research Assistant and writer for the Project on Municipal Innovation 
Advisory Group, Governing, December 22, 2017

In a recent conversation with New York City Chief Technology Offi cer, Miguel Gamiño, I asked, 
“What’s your vision for a truly smart city? What will our lives look when we’re there?” I asked 
because, despite all the recent advances that have been made in cities, I believe we still exist in 
the pre-smart-city era, or at least at the very early stages of its development. Connectivity seems far 
from ubiquitous, data is sequestered among private companies and separate government agencies, 
and smart pieces of infrastructure link to the Internet but often not to each other.

Gamiño, however, has been steadily improving on the status quo, balancing immediate service 
needs with his long-term vision for how a robust digital infrastructure can materially improve the 
lives of residents. He gave me an example of what one person’s experience in a truly smart city 
might look like:

“Image you’re driving home, using your smartphone to chart your route. Right now, those apps 
typically optimize driving times using a relatively small amount of traffi c data they collect, plus 
information from a few other sources. But what if your route optimization included information 
about your intention for when you arrive, as well as the conditions of your destination?”

Connected to the data streams of a truly smart city, your smartphone would let you know which 
meters would become available by your expected arrival time. If you wanted to park overnight, 
data feeds from the city would help you avoid a ticket by directing you to the side of the street that 
wasn’t getting cleaned the next morning. “A truly connected experience,” Gamiño added, “would 
provide you real-time information on the locations of city vehicles like garbage trucks that might 
obstruct your journey.”

Per trip, an experience like the one Gamiño described could save minutes and dollars. In aggregate,
technologies could work together to signifi cantly reduce congestion in a city, as well as pollution 
from cars searching for parking or idling behind otherwise avoidable obstacles.

Continuing with the overnight-parking scenario, Gamiño added, “You pay your meter directly 
from your phone. The meter tells the overhead streetlight that you’ve arrived and it brightens 
while you gather your things from the trunk. You don’t trip over the curb, and it dims again as 
you walk away.”

Gamiño fi nished his example by describing an emergency scenario: “The trash can nearby
is equipped with audio, and it hears breaking glass while you’re away from your vehicle. The
streetlight starts fl ashing and the police are notifi ed. When they’re on the scene, you get a text 
inviting you to come and check it out.”

All of the technology in Gamiño’s scenario already exists. Smart parking meters have popped up 
in cities around the country, mapping service providers are integrating more and more data feeds
from cities, and listening technologies are helping police forces locate crime scenes faster than ever.

The greatest barriers that prevent our cities from getting smarter are mainly non-technical in 
nature: buy-in is hard-won, budgets are already stretched thin, and collaboration can be elusive. 
From Gamiño’s vision, however, we see that every player has a part in the smart city, and the
benefi ts from each technology are multiplied when they are networked with each other. Services 
that at fi rst blush look like minor conveniences for some could — upon being integrated into a 
larger system — offer up a much better quality of life for many.
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SPECIAL THANKS TO SBCCOG VOLUNTEERSSPECIAL THANKS TO SBCCOG VOLUNTEERS

On November 16, 2017, Kurt Weideman, Chair of the South Bay Cities Council of Governments
(SBCCOG) and Torrance Councilmember, led the annual recognition event for the SBCCOG’s
dedicated volunteers.  Other local, state and federal representatives, as well our utility and agency partners
were on hand to join in the festivities honoring our volunteers.

The SBCCOG has come to be known throughout the State for our forward thinking, action oriented 
programs including the South Bay Environmental Services Center (SBESC).  We could not achieve nor 
maintain our extensive programs without the help of our SBCCOG volunteers.  Over the last year the 
SBCCOG’s volunteers have helped with research on Land Use and Energy Generation and Storage for 
those chapters of the 15 city climate action plans.  They have promoted our Green Building Challenge
to businesses as well as provided information on transportation options and support for our other
environmental programs.

Having volunteers allows us to have more hands and bodies to reach farther into the community and spread information to
individuals, businesses, and public agencies on how we can all be more energy effi cient, conserve water, and even form vanpools.

Since 2008, we have had a total of 225 volunteers who have given over 17,000 hours of service!  Currently we have 25 active
volunteers led by SBCCOG staff Environmental Analyst and Volunteer Coordinator Martha Segovia.

The SBCCOG recognizes both the annual and cumulative contributions of our volunteers.  Annual recognition is based on an 
11-month calendar year from January to November and includes the total number of hours worked in the current year.  In 2017 
two annual recognition awards and four cumulative awards were handed out.  The awards included:

 • Jamie Leonard -  Annual Value Volunteer for 50 plus hours
 • Kathy Haynes -  Annual Green Ambassador Award for 100 plus hours
 • Maelyn Evans (262 hours since 2016) and Miguel Vasquez (250 hours since 2010) – Annual Bronze Sustainability Award
 • Kathy Young (1,091 hours since 2009) - Gold Sustainability Award

 Jamie Leonard Kathy Haynes Maelyn Evans and Miguel Vasquez Kathy Young

Beyond extraordinary efforts were recognized for one volunteer who has contributed over 2,000 cumulative hours!  The SBCCOG 
Lifetime Sustainability Award for dedicated service to the South Bay Environmental Services Center since 2008 was awarded to 
Ingrid Nugent, one of our very fi rst volunteers.  Just a few months after being honored at the November event, we were sad to learn 
that Ingrid Nugent passed away.  Please see Page 3 for our tribute to Ingrid.

Left to right: Jenn Hardy, Field Representative, Assembly Member Al Muratsuchi; Fernando Paludi, WBMWD Associate General Manager;
Jeff Thomson, Field Representative, Congressman Ted Lieu; Martha Segovia, SBCCOG Environmental Analyst and Volunteer Coordinator;
Volunteers Kenneth Blackwood, Christine Portela, Miguel Vasquez, Kathy Haynes, Maelyn Evans, Ingrid Nugent, Rick Ramirez, Alice Tang, 
James Gross, Colette Sevcik, Alyse Anderson, Kathy Young, Jamie Leonard, Bichson Nguyen, Charlene Jia; Brenda Baker, Field Representative, 
State Senator Steven Bradford; Volunteer Nicolette Ramirez; Volunteer Jazmin Aguilar; James H. Osborne, Councilmember, City of Lawndale; 
Hany Fangary, Councilmember, City of Hermosa Beach; Ann Teall, SoCalGas Local Government Partnerships Customer Programs; Robert
Katherman, Director, Water Replenishment District; and Kurt Weideman, SBCCOG Chair and City of Torrance Council Member

Find SBESC at www.sbesc.com
Find SBCCOG at

www.southbaycities.org

FACES OF THE SBCCOG – AARON BAUMFACES OF THE SBCCOG – AARON BAUM

Environmental Analyst Aaron Baum specializes in Transportation and Mobility issues for the SBCCOG.
His responsibilities have included management of the Neighborhood Electric Vehicle and full-sized
Battery Electric Vehicle studies, the California Energy Commission Grant to study electric vehicle
charging in Multi-Unit Dwellings, and management of the Metro vanpool marketing program efforts in 
the South Bay.  Aaron has been an integral member of the SBCCOG’s Climate Action Planning Team 
in its mission to complete climate action plans for all South Bay cities and a sub-regional Land Use and 
Transportation climate action plan.  He has also been responsible for the informative technology exhibits
at the Annual General Assembly.

Aaron came to the SBCCOG in 2012 with a unique resume which included graduate study at the University of Southern 
California’s Annenberg School of Communications and work experience at the Rand Corporation, City of Los Angeles and the 
Association of Bay Area Governments, focusing on projects spanning areas of planning, transportation and communication.

Aaron brings a creative “can-do” spirit that comes through on all his projects as he works towards making South Bay a more 
sustainable place to live, work and play.  He’s a valuable team player and is a great representative of the committed staff of the 
SBCCOG. 

SBCCOG TOURS LONG BEACH BRIDGE PROJECTSBCCOG TOURS LONG BEACH BRIDGE PROJECT

In January a group of South Bay elected offi cials and staff from our 
cities and various South Bay agencies participated in a fascinating tour of 
the Gerald Desmond Bridge Replacement Project.  The new $1.5 billion 
“cable-stayed” bridge will  be the second tallest bridge of its kind in the U.S.  
Many benefi ts, both for cargo operations and overall mobility will result, 
including: much needed vertical clearance to allow reliable passage for new 
larger cargo ships, increased number of travel lanes and new safety lanes 
to mitigate delays due to breakdowns or accidents, and improved connec-
tion to the 710 freeway and downtown Long Beach.  There will also be a 
dedicated bike lane connecting into the Long Beach bicycle network and 
a pedestrian walkway with scenic overlooks. For more information, go to: 
www.newgdbridge.com. 

The passage of school bond Measure Q in 2012 by
voters provided the Redondo Beach Unifi ed School
District (RBUSD) with the opportunity to be the fi rst 
South Bay school district to use solar energy as a power 
source on a system-wide basis.  Five years later, data
provided to the District showed an estimated annual 
energy cost savings of $500,000.

Over the last 10 years RBUSD has demonstrated a broad
commitment to the environment, beyond the successful
solar project, in many areas including recent building or 
site modernizations, strong community partnerships, and 
many district-wide sustainability programs.  These efforts 
were recognized last spring when the U.S. Secretary of 
Education named RBUSD a “2017 Department of
Education Green Ribbon School District”.

Factors that played a signifi cant role in selecting RBUSD 
among nominees from 28 states included the District’s
community support of bond measures that allowed 
upgrading and enhancement of school buildings, grounds 
and technology as well as the strong partnership with the 
Beach Cities Health District (BCHD).  By partnering
with BCHD, the District has been able to provide many 
resources to advance wellness for both students and staff

such as fi tness 
classes, nutrition 
education and 
workshops.
Each school has 
specifi c programs
such as
composting,
recycling and 
campaigns for
increasing
environmental awareness.

In accepting the award, Dr. Steven Keller, District
Superintendent, noted: “We are humbled by the
recognition. Much of this credit goes to our visionary Board
of Education, our community, our students, and our staff 
for modeling and leading the way on the importance of 
being environmentally conscious.”

For more information, please contact Anthony Taranto, 
Ed.D, Director, South Bay Adult School at (310) 937–3306.
For more information  regarding the Green Ribbon
competition go to: https://www2.ed.gov/programs/
green-ribbon-schools/high-lights-2017.pdf.

REDONDO BEACH UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICTREDONDO BEACH UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
WINS NATIONAL AWARDWINS NATIONAL AWARD

A TRIBUTE TO INGRID NUGENTA TRIBUTE TO INGRID NUGENT

Ingrid receiving Lifetime Sustainability 
Award in November, 2017 from Jacki 
Bacharach, SBCCOG Executive Director
and Kurt Weideman, SBCCOG Chair
and Torrance Councilmember.

Ingrid honored by LA County 
Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas

Ingrid Nugent

SBCCOG COLLABORATES WITH SBWIB AND PATHSBCCOG COLLABORATES WITH SBWIB AND PATH
TO PROVIDETO PROVIDE

REGIONAL HOMELESS SERVICE COORDINATIONREGIONAL HOMELESS SERVICE COORDINATION

The SBCCOG is pleased to announce a new partnership 
it has facilitated with the South Bay Workforce Investment 
Board (SBWIB) and homeless service provider PATH (People 
Assisting the Homeless) as part of its work in providing regional 
homeless coordination services funded by a grant from the 
County of Los Angeles.  The SBCCOG has brought these
organizations together to collaborate in an effort to help
streamline, connect, and align the delivery of homeless services
to employment training, and job placement assistance.

As a fi rst step in this pilot program, a Case Manager from PATH
will offer services by appointment at the SBWIB’s Inglewood 
One Stop Center.  This alliance is particularly important 
because serving clients who are experiencing homelessness can 
be a challenge in that they must have their basic needs met in

order to secure employment and they must have an income
to qualify for certain housing programs.

Maximizing and leveraging resources, both internally and
externally, will be an ongoing goal of this partnership.  The
organizations will actively and creatively seek opportunities
to jointly apply for funding from agencies such as the US
Department of Labor as well as the state and county.
Additional plans include holding training sessions designed 
by PATH staff for SBWIB staff on best practices for providing 
information regarding the availability of homeless services and 
appropriate referrals.  Also, the program will help SBWIB staff 
formulate strategies for working with clients who are in crisis 
and may have mental health issues.
For further information, contact jenniferz@southbaycities.org

Ingrid touched everyone she came in contact with in her over 90 years. Ingrid
volunteered her time not just with us but also for other agencies in the South Bay 
and she will be missed.  For her dedicated service to the SBCCOG and the entire
South Bay, the SBCCOG Board of Directors adjourned their January Board meeting
in her memory.

Parras Middle School solar and shade structure

ONE OF OUR FIRST VOLUNTEERS
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individuals, businesses, and public agencies on how we can all be more energy effi cient, conserve water, and even form vanpools.

Since 2008, we have had a total of 225 volunteers who have given over 17,000 hours of service!  Currently we have 25 active
volunteers led by SBCCOG staff Environmental Analyst and Volunteer Coordinator Martha Segovia.

The SBCCOG recognizes both the annual and cumulative contributions of our volunteers.  Annual recognition is based on an 
11-month calendar year from January to November and includes the total number of hours worked in the current year.  In 2017 
two annual recognition awards and four cumulative awards were handed out.  The awards included:

 • Jamie Leonard -  Annual Value Volunteer for 50 plus hours
 • Kathy Haynes -  Annual Green Ambassador Award for 100 plus hours
 • Maelyn Evans (262 hours since 2016) and Miguel Vasquez (250 hours since 2010) – Annual Bronze Sustainability Award
 • Kathy Young (1,091 hours since 2009) - Gold Sustainability Award

 Jamie Leonard Kathy Haynes Maelyn Evans and Miguel Vasquez Kathy Young

Beyond extraordinary efforts were recognized for one volunteer who has contributed over 2,000 cumulative hours!  The SBCCOG 
Lifetime Sustainability Award for dedicated service to the South Bay Environmental Services Center since 2008 was awarded to 
Ingrid Nugent, one of our very fi rst volunteers.  Just a few months after being honored at the November event, we were sad to learn 
that Ingrid Nugent passed away.  Please see Page 3 for our tribute to Ingrid.

Left to right: Jenn Hardy, Field Representative, Assembly Member Al Muratsuchi; Fernando Paludi, WBMWD Associate General Manager;
Jeff Thomson, Field Representative, Congressman Ted Lieu; Martha Segovia, SBCCOG Environmental Analyst and Volunteer Coordinator;
Volunteers Kenneth Blackwood, Christine Portela, Miguel Vasquez, Kathy Haynes, Maelyn Evans, Ingrid Nugent, Rick Ramirez, Alice Tang, 
James Gross, Colette Sevcik, Alyse Anderson, Kathy Young, Jamie Leonard, Bichson Nguyen, Charlene Jia; Brenda Baker, Field Representative, 
State Senator Steven Bradford; Volunteer Nicolette Ramirez; Volunteer Jazmin Aguilar; James H. Osborne, Councilmember, City of Lawndale; 
Hany Fangary, Councilmember, City of Hermosa Beach; Ann Teall, SoCalGas Local Government Partnerships Customer Programs; Robert
Katherman, Director, Water Replenishment District; and Kurt Weideman, SBCCOG Chair and City of Torrance Council Member

Find SBESC at www.sbesc.com
Find SBCCOG at

www.southbaycities.org

FACES OF THE SBCCOG – AARON BAUMFACES OF THE SBCCOG – AARON BAUM

Environmental Analyst Aaron Baum specializes in Transportation and Mobility issues for the SBCCOG.
His responsibilities have included management of the Neighborhood Electric Vehicle and full-sized
Battery Electric Vehicle studies, the California Energy Commission Grant to study electric vehicle
charging in Multi-Unit Dwellings, and management of the Metro vanpool marketing program efforts in 
the South Bay.  Aaron has been an integral member of the SBCCOG’s Climate Action Planning Team 
in its mission to complete climate action plans for all South Bay cities and a sub-regional Land Use and 
Transportation climate action plan.  He has also been responsible for the informative technology exhibits
at the Annual General Assembly.

Aaron came to the SBCCOG in 2012 with a unique resume which included graduate study at the University of Southern 
California’s Annenberg School of Communications and work experience at the Rand Corporation, City of Los Angeles and the 
Association of Bay Area Governments, focusing on projects spanning areas of planning, transportation and communication.

Aaron brings a creative “can-do” spirit that comes through on all his projects as he works towards making South Bay a more 
sustainable place to live, work and play.  He’s a valuable team player and is a great representative of the committed staff of the 
SBCCOG. 

SBCCOG TOURS LONG BEACH BRIDGE PROJECTSBCCOG TOURS LONG BEACH BRIDGE PROJECT

In January a group of South Bay elected offi cials and staff from our 
cities and various South Bay agencies participated in a fascinating tour of 
the Gerald Desmond Bridge Replacement Project.  The new $1.5 billion 
“cable-stayed” bridge will  be the second tallest bridge of its kind in the U.S.  
Many benefi ts, both for cargo operations and overall mobility will result, 
including: much needed vertical clearance to allow reliable passage for new 
larger cargo ships, increased number of travel lanes and new safety lanes 
to mitigate delays due to breakdowns or accidents, and improved connec-
tion to the 710 freeway and downtown Long Beach.  There will also be a 
dedicated bike lane connecting into the Long Beach bicycle network and 
a pedestrian walkway with scenic overlooks. For more information, go to: 
www.newgdbridge.com. 

The passage of school bond Measure Q in 2012 by
voters provided the Redondo Beach Unifi ed School
District (RBUSD) with the opportunity to be the fi rst 
South Bay school district to use solar energy as a power 
source on a system-wide basis.  Five years later, data
provided to the District showed an estimated annual 
energy cost savings of $500,000.

Over the last 10 years RBUSD has demonstrated a broad
commitment to the environment, beyond the successful
solar project, in many areas including recent building or 
site modernizations, strong community partnerships, and 
many district-wide sustainability programs.  These efforts 
were recognized last spring when the U.S. Secretary of 
Education named RBUSD a “2017 Department of
Education Green Ribbon School District”.

Factors that played a signifi cant role in selecting RBUSD 
among nominees from 28 states included the District’s
community support of bond measures that allowed 
upgrading and enhancement of school buildings, grounds 
and technology as well as the strong partnership with the 
Beach Cities Health District (BCHD).  By partnering
with BCHD, the District has been able to provide many 
resources to advance wellness for both students and staff

such as fi tness 
classes, nutrition 
education and 
workshops.
Each school has 
specifi c programs
such as
composting,
recycling and 
campaigns for
increasing
environmental awareness.

In accepting the award, Dr. Steven Keller, District
Superintendent, noted: “We are humbled by the
recognition. Much of this credit goes to our visionary Board
of Education, our community, our students, and our staff 
for modeling and leading the way on the importance of 
being environmentally conscious.”

For more information, please contact Anthony Taranto, 
Ed.D, Director, South Bay Adult School at (310) 937–3306.
For more information  regarding the Green Ribbon
competition go to: https://www2.ed.gov/programs/
green-ribbon-schools/high-lights-2017.pdf.

REDONDO BEACH UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICTREDONDO BEACH UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
WINS NATIONAL AWARDWINS NATIONAL AWARD

A TRIBUTE TO INGRID NUGENTA TRIBUTE TO INGRID NUGENT

Ingrid receiving Lifetime Sustainability 
Award in November, 2017 from Jacki 
Bacharach, SBCCOG Executive Director
and Kurt Weideman, SBCCOG Chair
and Torrance Councilmember.

Ingrid honored by LA County 
Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas

Ingrid Nugent

SBCCOG COLLABORATES WITH SBWIB AND PATHSBCCOG COLLABORATES WITH SBWIB AND PATH
TO PROVIDETO PROVIDE

REGIONAL HOMELESS SERVICE COORDINATIONREGIONAL HOMELESS SERVICE COORDINATION

The SBCCOG is pleased to announce a new partnership 
it has facilitated with the South Bay Workforce Investment 
Board (SBWIB) and homeless service provider PATH (People 
Assisting the Homeless) as part of its work in providing regional 
homeless coordination services funded by a grant from the 
County of Los Angeles.  The SBCCOG has brought these
organizations together to collaborate in an effort to help
streamline, connect, and align the delivery of homeless services
to employment training, and job placement assistance.

As a fi rst step in this pilot program, a Case Manager from PATH
will offer services by appointment at the SBWIB’s Inglewood 
One Stop Center.  This alliance is particularly important 
because serving clients who are experiencing homelessness can 
be a challenge in that they must have their basic needs met in

order to secure employment and they must have an income
to qualify for certain housing programs.

Maximizing and leveraging resources, both internally and
externally, will be an ongoing goal of this partnership.  The
organizations will actively and creatively seek opportunities
to jointly apply for funding from agencies such as the US
Department of Labor as well as the state and county.
Additional plans include holding training sessions designed 
by PATH staff for SBWIB staff on best practices for providing 
information regarding the availability of homeless services and 
appropriate referrals.  Also, the program will help SBWIB staff 
formulate strategies for working with clients who are in crisis 
and may have mental health issues.
For further information, contact jenniferz@southbaycities.org

Ingrid touched everyone she came in contact with in her over 90 years. Ingrid
volunteered her time not just with us but also for other agencies in the South Bay 
and she will be missed.  For her dedicated service to the SBCCOG and the entire
South Bay, the SBCCOG Board of Directors adjourned their January Board meeting
in her memory.

Parras Middle School solar and shade structure

ONE OF OUR FIRST VOLUNTEERS
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HOLIDAY LIGHT EXCHANGE 2017HOLIDAY LIGHT EXCHANGE 2017
ANOTHER BRIGHT AND ENERGY SAVING SUCCESSANOTHER BRIGHT AND ENERGY SAVING SUCCESS

On February 23, 2018, the South Bay Cities 
Council of Governments is hosting its 19th Annual 
General Assembly at the Juanita Millender-McDonald 
Community Center in Carson from 8:30 am to 3:00 
pm.  This year’s topic is “The Evolution of Retail and 
Its Challenges for Cities”.

The SBCCOG has partnered with the Kosmont 
Companies to create a dynamic program of speakers 
on a topic that has the 
potential to change how we 
consume, commute, and 
communicate.  The presen-
tations will cover current 
and developing trends, the 
changing face of economic 
development, and tax and 
fi nancing strategies.  The 
focus will be on what cities 
need to know and how 
they can respond.

Besides a robust exhibit hall with city, partner and 
sponsor exhibits, we plan to once again include 
technology demonstrations.  Then the program will 
include an expert line-up of speakers.

The following speakers are all confirmed:  From the 
Kosmont Companies, Larry Kosmont, President of 
CEO; Ken Hira, Executive Vice President, and Felicia 
Williams, Senior Vice President;  Christine Cooper, 
Regional Economist, CoStar;  Wallace Walrod, Chief 
Economic Advisor, OC Business Council and SCAG; 
George Wentz, Deputy City Manager, City of Jurupa 
Valley; and Mike Witzansky, Assistant City Manager, 
City of Redondo Beach.

Other speakers are also 
being added.

The day is extremely 
full and will start in the 
Exhibit Hall at 8:30 and 
end with a raffl e at 3pm.  
Come early as there will 
be plenty to see as well
as networking with
colleagues and local 

elected officials. The program of speakers will start 
around 9:30 am.  The event is free but RSVPs are 
required since we do provide lunch.

You can RSVP at:
http://www.southbaycities.org/node/1843/register

1919THTH ANNUAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY ANNUAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY
TO DISCUSSTO DISCUSS

“THE EVOLUTION OF RETAIL AND ITS CHALLENGES FOR CITIES”“THE EVOLUTION OF RETAIL AND ITS CHALLENGES FOR CITIES”
C A L E N D A RC A L E N D A R

All meetings are open to the public

February
 12 Steering Committee

Transportaton Committee

13 GIS Working Group

14 Infrastructure Working Group

 15 Economic Development

Directors Roundtable

23 General Assembly

March
 12 Steering Committee

Transportaton Committee

13 GIS Working Group

14 Homeless Services Task Force

Infrastructure Working Group

 21 Short Term Rental Task Force

22 Board of Directors
27 Energy Management Working

Group

Services for Seniors Working Group

April
 9 Steering Committee

Transportaton Committee

10 GIS Working Group

11 Infrastructure Working Group

 12 Legislative Briefi ng

26 Board of Directors
Social Media Working Group

Save the Date and Register for the

February 23, 2018 General Assembly

@www.southbaycities.org

Contact Jacki@southbaycities.org for 
further information.
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Over 600 strands of electricity guzzling incandescent holiday lights were permanently 
retired this year during the South Bay Cities Council of Governments (SBCCOG) 2017 
Holiday Light Exchange!  Generous community partner sponsorships allowed this
popular seasonal event to be offered to South Bay residents, free of charge, at three
different geographic venues hosted by SBCCOG, LA Councilman Joe Buscaino and
LA County Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas.  

The Holiday Light Exchange allows South Bay residents to trade in one strand of their
old incandescent holiday lights for the newer technology of light emitting diodes (LEDs).  
The SBCCOG then literally destroys the old strand so that it cannot be used again and 
it is recycled as e-waste at Walser’s in Torrance.  With the lights that were exchanged this 
year, there was an 80% reduction in energy use for those residents that participated!!

The event was covered by Hawthorne Cable and Torrance CitiCable, in addition to
social media

The quarterly South Bay WatchThe quarterly South Bay Watch
is available electronicallyis available electronically

by email or atby email or at
www.southbaycities.org.www.southbaycities.org.

To receive by email, please sendTo receive by email, please send
your email address toyour email address to

sbccog@southbaycities.orgsbccog@southbaycities.org

THE CONNECTED STREET OF THE FUTURETHE CONNECTED STREET OF THE FUTURE
NEW YORK CITY’S CTO HAS A VISION FOR HOW TECHNOLOGY CAN MAKE OUR LIVES BETTER.NEW YORK CITY’S CTO HAS A VISION FOR HOW TECHNOLOGY CAN MAKE OUR LIVES BETTER.

By Wyatt Cmar, Contributor, Research Assistant and writer for the Project on Municipal Innovation 
Advisory Group, Governing, December 22, 2017

In a recent conversation with New York City Chief Technology Officer, Miguel Gamiño, I asked, 
“What’s your vision for a truly smart city? What will our lives look when we’re there?” I asked 
because, despite all the recent advances that have been made in cities, I believe we still exist in 
the pre-smart-city era, or at least at the very early stages of its development. Connectivity seems far 
from ubiquitous, data is sequestered among private companies and separate government agencies, 
and smart pieces of infrastructure link to the Internet but often not to each other.

Gamiño, however, has been steadily improving on the status quo, balancing immediate service 
needs with his long-term vision for how a robust digital infrastructure can materially improve the 
lives of residents. He gave me an example of what one person’s experience in a truly smart city 
might look like:

“Image you’re driving home, using your smartphone to chart your route. Right now, those apps 
typically optimize driving times using a relatively small amount of traffi c data they collect, plus 
information from a few other sources. But what if your route optimization included information 
about your intention for when you arrive, as well as the conditions of your destination?”

Connected to the data streams of a truly smart city, your smartphone would let you know which 
meters would become available by your expected arrival time. If you wanted to park overnight, 
data feeds from the city would help you avoid a ticket by directing you to the side of the street that 
wasn’t getting cleaned the next morning. “A truly connected experience,” Gamiño added, “would 
provide you real-time information on the locations of city vehicles like garbage trucks that might 
obstruct your journey.”

Per trip, an experience like the one Gamiño described could save minutes and dollars. In aggregate,
technologies could work together to significantly reduce congestion in a city, as well as pollution 
from cars searching for parking or idling behind otherwise avoidable obstacles.

Continuing with the overnight-parking scenario, Gamiño added, “You pay your meter directly 
from your phone. The meter tells the overhead streetlight that you’ve arrived and it brightens 
while you gather your things from the trunk. You don’t trip over the curb, and it dims again as 
you walk away.”

Gamiño fi nished his example by describing an emergency scenario: “The trash can nearby
is equipped with audio, and it hears breaking glass while you’re away from your vehicle. The
streetlight starts fl ashing and the police are notifi ed. When they’re on the scene, you get a text 
inviting you to come and check it out.”

All of the technology in Gamiño’s scenario already exists. Smart parking meters have popped up 
in cities around the country, mapping service providers are integrating more and more data feeds
from cities, and listening technologies are helping police forces locate crime scenes faster than ever.

The greatest barriers that prevent our cities from getting smarter are mainly non-technical in 
nature: buy-in is hard-won, budgets are already stretched thin, and collaboration can be elusive. 
From Gamiño’s vision, however, we see that every player has a part in the smart city, and the
benefi ts from each technology are multiplied when they are networked with each other. Services 
that at fi rst blush look like minor conveniences for some could — upon being integrated into a 
larger system — offer up a much better quality of life for many.
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Marilyn Lyon and Grace Farwell, SBCCOG 
staff, at Light Exchange for LA County 
District 2

Grace Farwell at LA City District 15
Light Exchange

Marilyn Lyon, SBCCOG, and Jack Walser,
Walser’s Recycling Center, Torrance

SBCCOG staff member Cierra Washington 
assisting at the Environmental Services Center 
Light Exchange
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In a recent conversation with New York City Chief Technology Offi cer, Miguel Gamiño, I asked, 
“What’s your vision for a truly smart city? What will our lives look when we’re there?” I asked 
because, despite all the recent advances that have been made in cities, I believe we still exist in 
the pre-smart-city era, or at least at the very early stages of its development. Connectivity seems far 
from ubiquitous, data is sequestered among private companies and separate government agencies, 
and smart pieces of infrastructure link to the Internet but often not to each other.

Gamiño, however, has been steadily improving on the status quo, balancing immediate service 
needs with his long-term vision for how a robust digital infrastructure can materially improve the 
lives of residents. He gave me an example of what one person’s experience in a truly smart city 
might look like:

“Image you’re driving home, using your smartphone to chart your route. Right now, those apps 
typically optimize driving times using a relatively small amount of traffi c data they collect, plus 
information from a few other sources. But what if your route optimization included information 
about your intention for when you arrive, as well as the conditions of your destination?”

Connected to the data streams of a truly smart city, your smartphone would let you know which 
meters would become available by your expected arrival time. If you wanted to park overnight, 
data feeds from the city would help you avoid a ticket by directing you to the side of the street that 
wasn’t getting cleaned the next morning. “A truly connected experience,” Gamiño added, “would 
provide you real-time information on the locations of city vehicles like garbage trucks that might 
obstruct your journey.”

Per trip, an experience like the one Gamiño described could save minutes and dollars. In aggregate,
technologies could work together to signifi cantly reduce congestion in a city, as well as pollution 
from cars searching for parking or idling behind otherwise avoidable obstacles.

Continuing with the overnight-parking scenario, Gamiño added, “You pay your meter directly 
from your phone. The meter tells the overhead streetlight that you’ve arrived and it brightens 
while you gather your things from the trunk. You don’t trip over the curb, and it dims again as 
you walk away.”

Gamiño fi nished his example by describing an emergency scenario: “The trash can nearby
is equipped with audio, and it hears breaking glass while you’re away from your vehicle. The
streetlight starts fl ashing and the police are notifi ed. When they’re on the scene, you get a text 
inviting you to come and check it out.”

All of the technology in Gamiño’s scenario already exists. Smart parking meters have popped up 
in cities around the country, mapping service providers are integrating more and more data feeds
from cities, and listening technologies are helping police forces locate crime scenes faster than ever.

The greatest barriers that prevent our cities from getting smarter are mainly non-technical in 
nature: buy-in is hard-won, budgets are already stretched thin, and collaboration can be elusive. 
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