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“Neighborhoods are the real heart of the South 
Bay,” began Jim Goodhart, SBCCOG Chair and 
Palos Verdes Estates Councilman, kicking off the
16th Annual South Bay General Assembly in the
City of Carson on Friday, February 27.  The program
for this year was titled “A View from the Front Porch:
Neighborhoods in the South Bay”.  Speakers
discussed how neighborhoods look today, what they 
will look like in the future and what cities need to do 
to prepare.

To stimulate conversation about a unique vision for 
the South Bay, a special white paper was written for 
the Assembly by Wally Siembab, Research Director
for the SBCCOG.  It centers on Neighborhood
Strategies developed from over 10 years of
transportation research and demonstration projects 
by the SBCCOG.

The paper states “Neighborhood development is the 
key to long run transportation sustainability, relief 
from street congestion and parking shortages, access 
to services, and potentially other priority concerns 
such as quality job growth, and work force housing”. 
The South Bay Neighborhood Strategies focus on

utilizing innovative mobility options including
ride-sharing, slow speed vehicles, shuttle services and
a host of electric options. The strategies also consider
access to necessary goods and services within short 
distances of all households while adding new,
low-density housing to under-performing commercial 
strips.  The white paper also considered the role of 
disruptive technologies such as 3-D printing,
autonomous vehicles, robots, drones, virtual reality 
and others. For a copy of the white paper visit the 
General Assembly page @ www.southbaycities.org

The Kickoff Speaker, Dowell Myers, Professor at the 
USC Sol Price School of Public Policy, set the context 
of future South Bay neighborhoods by explaining 
what their demographics may look like. He presented 
some startling statistics from the 2010 Census.
Most of the trends people predicted have not been
occurring in California, particularly Southern
California. Past predictions were that LA County 
would see 12 million people by 2030 yet new
projections reveal that LA County will not see this 
amount until 2060. Immigration has also slowed and 
Latinos will not make up the majority population
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The following is the Executive Summary of the “California Local Streets and Roads Needs Assessment 2014 
Update”, published by Save California Streets, October, 2014.

California’s local street and road system continues to be in crisis.

Every trip begins on a city street or county road. Whether 
traveling by bicycle, bus, rail, truck or family automobile,
Californians need a reliable and well-maintained local street
and road system. Unfortunately, these continue to be 
challenging times for our street and road system due to 
increased demand and unreliable funding. There is a
signifi cant focus on climate change and building
sustainable communities, yet sustainable communities
cannot function without a well-maintained local street
and road system.  The need for multi-modal opportuni-
ties on the local system has never been more essential. Every component of California’s transportation 
system is critical to providing a seamless, interconnected system that supports the traveling public and 
economic vitality throughout the state.

The fi rst comprehensive statewide study of California’s local street and road system in 2008 provided 
critical analysis and information on the local transportation network’s condition and funding needs. 
Conducted biennially, the needs assessment provides another look at this vital component of the 
state’s transportation system and once again fi nds a signifi cant funding shortfall.

The 2014 study sought answers to important questions: What are the current pavement conditions of
local streets and roads? What will it cost to repair all streets and roads? What are the needs for the
essential components to a functioning system? How large is the funding shortfall? What are the solutions?

Responsible for almost 81 percent of the state’s roads, 
cities and counties fi nd this study of critical
importance for several reasons. While federal and 
state governments’ regularly assess their system needs, 
no such data existed for the local component of the 
state’s transportation network prior to the initial 
study conducted in 2008. Historically, statewide
transportation funding investment decisions have 
been made without local pavement condition data. 
This biennial assessment provides a critical piece in 
providing policy makers with a more complete picture 
of California’s transportation system funding needs.

The goal is to use the results to educate policymakers at all levels of government about the infrastructure
investments needed to provide California with a seamless, multi-modal transportation system. The fi ndings
provide a credible and defensible analysis to support a dedicated, stable funding source for maintaining 
the local system at an optimum level. The study also provides the rationale for the most effective and
effi cient investment of public funds, potentially saving taxpayers from paying signifi cantly more to
fi x local streets and roads into the future.

This update surveyed all of California’s 58 counties and 482 cities in 2014. The information captured 
data from more than 99 percent of the state’s local streets and roads – a level of participation that 
makes clear the local interest in addressing the growing problems of crumbling streets and roads.

To read the full report of the roads and streets assessment update go to:
http://www.savecaliforniastreets.org/read-the-report/
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“GTrans” is the new name for the former “Gardena
Municipal Bus Lines (GMBL),” a name that has spanned 75 years 
of operation.  The name change is part of the new branding 
strategy for the bus lines in Gardena highlighting their new 
“bold,” one-of-a-kind electric buses in the South Bay Region. 
The new buses embody the City’s commitment to create a 
clean and “environmentally friendly” community as illustrated 
by the labeling on the outside of the new buses, “I’m Clean. 
I’m Green. I’m Electric.” 

Macy Neshati, vice president of sales, BYD Motors, who provided
the bus stated: “Gardena’s move to electric buses provides a 
ride that is quiet, has zero emissions, reduces hazardous waste, 
reduces dependence on petroleum, and harnesses the sun to
charge the buses without using electricity from the grid.”
Additionally, all of the buses in the GTrans fl eet are being
designed with the new GTrans logo, and a sleek, modern, green
and silver design. New video surveillance cameras have also been
installed in the buses.

The GTrans name was rolled out at its 75th Anniversary celebra-
tion on January 15, 2015, at Gardena’s Transportation Facility 
located at 13999 South Western Avenue. The new buses have 
been in service since mid-February.

In addition to 2 electric  buses, the Department has a fl eet of  
57 hybrid buses, and 8 demand response vehicles.  Utilizing 40 
peak hour buses, GTrans is an integral part of the Los Angeles 

regional transit system. GTrans provides low cost, easily
accessible public transportation for some 9,574 rides on
an average weekday. By connecting with the Metro rail system 
(The Blue and Green Lines), the Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority (MTA) bus system, and other area municipal bus 
services, riders can easily commute throughout the South Bay 
into downtown Los Angeles and to a variety of surrounding 
locations.

GTrans provides Gardena residents with primary fi xed route 
schedules and demand response vehicles, providing much 
needed mobility to many elderly and handicapped people in 
the area.

The Special Transit/Elderly and Handicap Program provides 
portal-to-portal service (demand/response service) for the 
elderly and handicapped who qualify under predetermined 
program guidelines. This service is operated with a fl eet that is 
100% wheelchair accessible. The system augments the regular 
fi xed-route and commuter services and currently serves the
cities of Gardena and Hawthorne and the Alondra Park and 
Del Aire sections of Los Angeles County.

For additional information about bus schedules, routes or 
token fare purchase, contact the Gardena Transportation 
Department at customerservice.web@gardenabus.com  or call 
310-965-8888.

in California’s future. California will be a multi-ethnic partnership. 
LA County hit a peak of births in the 1990s and rates have since 
plummeted. The millennial population is not growing while the 
age group 45 to 64 is growing the most rapidly.

Hasan Ikhrata, Executive Director for the Southern California 
Association of Governments (SCAG) further discussed the 
platform Myers set. Although population growth has curbed, 
worsening congestion in Southern California is due to no new 
physical capacity. More innovative solutions are needed such as 
a mileage-based user fee, increased rail and more accommodation 
for emerging transportation alternatives such as car sharing. 
Ikhrata focused on the emerging trends of the millennials who 
are not as interested in driving as prior generations. He called on 
audience members to consider the needs of this group as they 
constitute our working future.

Consideration of not only future needs but the history of a 
neighborhood was eloquently explored by DJ Waldie, Historian 
Emeritus for the City of Lakewood. Lima bean fields in 
Lakewood were replaced by 17,000 houses on small lots, 
providing refuge for the working class. What does the future 
hold for these neighborhoods? It needs to be generous to the 
aspirations of the working class. Neighborhoods should provide 
a multi-ethnic resilient network with nodes of culture and civics 
and open space and parks are necessary places of liberation 
where people can interact with one another. More than 1.5 
million Southern California children live outside of walking 
distance to a park while in Boston this figure is 97%.

Many interesting ideas and comments arose from the Panel 
Discussion: What makes a community that I want to live in? 
Helen Dennis, Specialist in Aging, discussed the essential elements 
for neighborhoods suited to older populations. They must be 
safe, with requisite amenities and transportation alternatives.
It is important for people to age gracefully in place and there are 
successful models to emulate. Susan Burden, CEO Beach Cities 

Health District, stressed the importance of making healthy
decisions. 70% of one’s health depends on the choices they 
make. It should be the job of leaders, planning directors and 
superintendents to make these choices easy for residents.

Balanced services and programs reaching all age groups as well 
as health, arts, open space and culture are paramount for cities, 
promoted John Jones, Community Services Director for the
City of Torrance. Along the lines of the need for open space
and safety, Sharon Papa, Police Chief for Hermosa Beach, drew 
parallel observations: public spaces allow people to interact
and interaction provides vigilance for a community. Sheri
Repp-Loadsman, Planning and Building Director for Palos 
Verdes Estates, commented on the need to accept change while 
preserving the good within neighborhoods. Hillary Theyer, 
Torrance City Librarian, observed that libraries can often serve 
as the center to communities. They are a central place to start 
programs and can be barometers for what is going on in the 
community, but libraries need help in identifying community 
needs before these needs become a crisis or problem.

Taking a time out, Former Assemblymember Bonnie
Lowenthal was recognized for her many years of public service. 

Jim Osborne, SBCCOG Delegate and Lawndale Mayor Pro Tem 
closed out the program by showing a series of historic South Bay 
city postcards showing several neighborhoods as they looked in 
the early and mid-20th Century. The bulk of the images can be 
found in the Dominguez Hills Archives.

This free event is made possible every year by our sponsors who 
were recognized for their contributions, both cash and in kind 
throughout the day and are also acknowledged in this newsletter.

The presentations and photos from the General Assembly are 
available on our website at:
http//www.southbaycities.org/meetings-agendas/general-assemblies
/16th-annual-general-assembly.
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On April 1, 2015 Governor Brown announced California’s 
fi rst mandatory water restrictions.  The Executive Order states
it is mandatory to achieve 25% reduction in potable urban water
usage statewide through February 28, 2016.  We are at only 
5% of normal snowpack, and into the fourth year of a serious 
state of emergency in California due to the ongoing drought.

Considering over 50% of most residential potable water
usage is outdoors, the Governor has mandated that 50 million 
square feet of grass – the equivalent of about 1,150 football 
fi elds needs to be removed and replaced with drought tolerant 
landscaping  (LA. Times, April 2, 2015 “Brown gets tough on 
water” by Bettina Boxall, Chris Megerian and Matt Stevens).

As stated by Randy Record, Chairman of the Board of Directors
of Metropolitan Water District of Southern California, “The
Governor’s call to action 
matches the severity of the 
water situation facing all of 
California.  Southern
California has been taking
the lead in turf removal 
during this drought, with 
Metropolitan’s $100 million 
ongoing rebate program.  
We applaud the call to
remove additional turf 
throughout the state and 
ending the wasteful practice of irrigating ornamental lawns on 
street medians with potable water.  It is time to stop watering 
turf that serves no function.”

Turf removal is but one way that local water agencies and cities 
will fi ght the drought. Those who use more may have to pay 
more through tiered usage levels and cities may put their water 
action plans into high gear.  The Governor’s mandate has 
created a framework within which local agencies can respond.  
There will undoubtedly be a combination of carrot and stick 
approaches such as rebates for conservation through more 
water efficient appliances such as dishwashers and clothes

washers and other incentives for conservation measures.

Does this go far enough?  Local water resource development that 
is not dependent on weather will be a key element in solving 
the current water reliability issue.  It will take a combination 
of several resources to ensure water reliability now and into the 
future.

An example of leadership in innovation is West Basin Municipal
Water District’s own efforts to improve water reliability over 
the last several years.  Recently West Basin announced that 
residents in their service area have dropped potable water 
usage by 27% since the investment of over $600 million into 
recycling and conservation projects. West Basin has built 110 
miles of “purple”/recycling irrigation pipeline.

In order to have more local
water resources at our 
disposal, environmentally 
friendly ocean desalina-
tion effort may be part of 
the solution.  West Basin 
Municipal Water District 
has been exploring ocean 
water desalination for the 
last several years at their 
full-scale demonstration 
facility that was located at 
the SEA Lab in Redondo 

Beach.  Lessons learned from the endeavor should be of great 
benefi t to our region.

Think about your own water footprint and how you can 
continue to conserve water.  The South Bay Cities Council of 
Governments through its Environmental Services Center at 
www.sbesc.com is a resource for more information on water 
conservation.

Article by Marilyn Lyon, SBCCOG

Find SBESC at www.sbesc.com

CONTINU ING THE CONVERSATIONCONTINU ING THE CONVERSATION

The General Assembly was designed to kick off a continuing conversation with stakeholders about the challenges and 
opportunities facing the South Bay over the next 10 years. The issue is what we should do to further that dialogue? Starting 
with April, the SBCCOG will extend a monthly question to the public that speaks to the theme of this year’s General
Assembly. For the month of April, we ask:

From a particular decade (e.g. 50s, 60s, 70s, etc.) of your time living or working in the South Bay, what do you miss that isn’t in the South 
Bay anymore?

To respond via Twitter or Facebook, go to:
http://www.southbaycities.org/featured-content/continuing-conversation-after-general-assembly

CONGRATULATIONS!CONGRATULATIONS!

to the following South Bay elected offi cials, chosen in February by the Los Angeles County City Selection Committee (which is a 
group comprised of the Mayors of the Cities of Los Angeles County) to serve on the following regional bodies:

 • Inglewood Mayor James Butts - representing the Southwest Sector on the Los Angeles Metropolitan Transportation
Agency (Metro) Board of Directors

 • Torrance Mayor Pat Furey - as Chairman of the LA County City Selection Committee
 • Manhattan Beach Councilmember David Lesser - to the Los Angeles County Library Commission representing

Supervisorial District #4
 • Rolling Hills Estates Councilmember Judy Mitchell - re-elected as an alternate to LAFCO (Local Agency Formation
 Commission)
Congratulations also to Palos Verdes Estates Mayor George Bird on his appointment by Governor Brown to be a Superior Court 
Judge.  And as he leaves the Palos Verdes Estates City Council, we thank him for his many years of service to his city.

DID YOU KNOW?DID YOU KNOW?
The very first Earth Day was celebrated on April 22, 1970.
This day was created by Wisconsin Senator Gaylord Nelson
to make people aware of the importance of keeping our
planet healthy and clean. On that day, people made promises
to help the environment and make positive changes in their 
community.
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of operation.  The name change is part of the new branding 
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“bold,” one-of-a-kind electric buses in the South Bay Region. 
The new buses embody the City’s commitment to create a 
clean and “environmentally friendly” community as illustrated 
by the labeling on the outside of the new buses, “I’m Clean. 
I’m Green. I’m Electric.” 

Macy Neshati, vice president of sales, BYD Motors, who provided
the bus stated: “Gardena’s move to electric buses provides a 
ride that is quiet, has zero emissions, reduces hazardous waste, 
reduces dependence on petroleum, and harnesses the sun to 
charge the buses without using electricity from the grid.”
Additionally, all of the buses in the GTrans fl eet are being
designed with the new GTrans logo, and a sleek, modern, green
and silver design. New video surveillance cameras have also been
installed in the buses.

The GTrans name was rolled out at its 75th Anniversary celebra-
tion on January 15, 2015, at Gardena’s Transportation Facility 
located at 13999 South Western Avenue. The new buses have 
been in service since mid-February.

In addition to 2 electric  buses, the Department has a fl eet of  
57 hybrid buses, and 8 demand response vehicles.  Utilizing 40 
peak hour buses, GTrans is an integral part of the Los Angeles 

regional transit system. GTrans provides low cost, easily
accessible public transportation for some 9,574 rides on
an average weekday. By connecting with the Metro rail system 
(The Blue and Green Lines), the Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority (MTA) bus system, and other area municipal bus 
services, riders can easily commute throughout the South Bay 
into downtown Los Angeles and to a variety of surrounding 
locations.

GTrans provides Gardena residents with primary fi xed route 
schedules and demand response vehicles, providing much 
needed mobility to many elderly and handicapped people in 
the area.

The Special Transit/Elderly and Handicap Program provides 
portal-to-portal service (demand/response service) for the 
elderly and handicapped who qualify under predetermined 
program guidelines. This service is operated with a fl eet that is 
100% wheelchair accessible. The system augments the regular 
fi xed-route and commuter services and currently serves the
cities of Gardena and Hawthorne and the Alondra Park and 
Del Aire sections of Los Angeles County.

For additional information about bus schedules, routes or 
token fare purchase, contact the Gardena Transportation 
Department at customerservice.web@gardenabus.com  or call 
310-965-8888.
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LA County hit a peak of births in the 1990s and rates have since 
plummeted. The millennial population is not growing while the 
age group 45 to 64 is growing the most rapidly.

Hasan Ikhrata, Executive Director for the Southern California 
Association of Governments (SCAG) further discussed the 
platform Myers set. Although population growth has curbed, 
worsening congestion in Southern California is due to no new 
physical capacity. More innovative solutions are needed such as
a mileage-based user fee, increased rail and more accommodation
for emerging transportation alternatives such as car sharing. 
Ikhrata focused on the emerging trends of the millennials who 
are not as interested in driving as prior generations. He called on 
audience members to consider the needs of this group as they 
constitute our working future.

Consideration of not only future needs but the history of a 
neighborhood was eloquently explored by DJ Waldie, Historian 
Emeritus for the City of Lakewood. Lima fi elds in Lakewood 
were replaced by 17,000 houses on small lots, providing refuge 
for the working class. What does the future hold for these 
neighborhoods? It needs to be generous to the aspirations of 
the working class. Neighborhoods should provide a multi-ethnic 
resilient network with nodes of culture and civics and open 
space and parks are necessary places of liberation where people 
can interact with one another. More than 1.5 million Southern 
California children live outside of walking distance to a park 
while in Boston this fi gure is 97%.

Many interesting ideas and comments arose from the Panel
Discussion: What makes a community that I want to live in? 
Helen Dennis, Specialist in Aging, discussed the essential elements
for neighborhoods suited to older populations. They must be 
safe, with requisite amenities and transportation alternatives.
It is important for people to age gracefully in place and there are 
successful models to emulate. Susan Burden, CEO Beach Cities 

Health District, stressed the importance of making healthy
decisions. 70% of one’s health depends on the choices they 
make. It should be the job of leaders, planning directors and 
superintendents to make these choices easy for residents.

Balanced services and programs reaching all age groups as well 
as health, arts, open space and culture are paramount for cities, 
promoted John Jones, Community Services Director for the
City of Torrance. Along the lines of the need for open space
and safety, Sharon Papa, Police Chief for Hermosa Beach, drew 
parallel observations: public spaces allow people to interact
and interaction provides vigilance for a community. Sheri
Repp-Loadsman, Planning and Building Director for Palos 
Verdes Estates, commented on the need to accept change while 
preserving the good within neighborhoods. Hillary Theyer, 
Torrance City Librarian, observed that libraries can often serve 
as the center to communities. They are a central place to start 
programs and can be barometers for what is going on in the 
community, but libraries need help in identifying community 
needs before these needs become a crisis or problem.

Taking a time out, Former Assemblymember Bonnie
Lowenthal was recognized for her many years of public service. 

Jim Osborne, SBCCOG Delegate and Lawndale Mayor Pro Tem 
closed out the program by showing a series of historic South Bay 
city postcards showing several neighborhoods as they looked in 
the early and mid-20th Century. The bulk of the images can be 
found in the Dominguez Hills Archives.
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throughout the day and are also acknowledged in this newsletter.
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On April 1, 2015 Governor Brown announced California’s 
fi rst mandatory water restrictions.  The Executive Order states
it is mandatory to achieve 25% reduction in potable urban water
usage statewide through February 28, 2016.  We are at only 
5% of normal snowpack, and into the fourth year of a serious 
state of emergency in California due to the ongoing drought.

Considering over 50% of most residential potable water
usage is outdoors, the Governor has mandated that 50 million 
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An example of leadership in innovation is West Basin Municipal
Water District’s own efforts to improve water reliability over 
the last several years.  Recently West Basin announced that 
residents in their service area have dropped potable water 
usage by 27% since the investment of over $600 million into 
recycling and conservation projects. West Basin has built 110 
miles of “purple”/recycling irrigation pipeline.

In order to have more local
water resources at our 
disposal, environmentally 
friendly ocean desalina-
tion effort may be part of 
the solution.  West Basin 
Municipal Water District 
has been exploring ocean 
water desalination for the 
last several years at their 
full-scale demonstration 
facility that was located at 
the SEA Lab in Redondo 

Beach.  Lessons learned from the endeavor should be of great 
benefi t to our region.

Think about your own water footprint and how you can 
continue to conserve water.  The South Bay Cities Council of 
Governments through its Environmental Services Center at 
www.sbesc.com is a resource for more information on water 
conservation.

Article by Marilyn Lyon, SBCCOG

Find SBESC at www.sbesc.com

CONTINU ING THE CONVERSATIONCONTINU ING THE CONVERSATION

The General Assembly was designed to kick off a continuing conversation with stakeholders about the challenges and 
opportunities facing the South Bay over the next 10 years. The issue is what we should do to further that dialogue? Starting 
with April, the SBCCOG will extend a monthly question to the public that speaks to the theme of this year’s General
Assembly. For the month of April, we ask:

From a particular decade (e.g. 50s, 60s, 70s, etc.) of your time living or working in the South Bay, what do you miss that isn’t in the South 
Bay anymore?

To respond via Twitter or Facebook, go to:
http://www.southbaycities.org/featured-content/continuing-conversation-after-general-assembly

CONGRATULATIONS!CONGRATULATIONS!

to the following South Bay elected offi cials, chosen in February by the Los Angeles County City Selection Committee (which is a 
group comprised of the Mayors of the Cities of Los Angeles County) to serve on the following regional bodies:

 • Inglewood Mayor James Butts - representing the Southwest Sector on the Los Angeles Metropolitan Transportation
 Agency (Metro) Board of Directors
 • Torrance Mayor Pat Furey - as Chairman of the LA County City Selection Committee
 • Manhattan Beach Councilmember David Lesser - to the Los Angeles County Library Commission representing
 Supervisorial District #4
 • Rolling Hills Estates Councilmember Judy Mitchell - re-elected as an alternate to LAFCO (Local Agency Formation
 Commission)
Congratulations also to Palos Verdes Estates Mayor George Bird on his appointment by Governor Brown to be a Superior Court 
Judge.  And as he leaves the Palos Verdes Estates City Council, we thank him for his many years of service to his city.

DID YOU KNOW?DID YOU KNOW?
The very fi rst Earth Day was celebrated on April 22, 1970.
This day was created by Wisconsin Senator Gaylord Nelson
to make people aware of the importance of keeping our
planet healthy and clean. On that day, people made promises
to help the environment and make positive changes in their 
community.
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“GTrans” is the new name for the former “Gardena
Municipal Bus Lines (GMBL),” a name that has spanned 75 years 
of operation.  The name change is part of the new branding 
strategy for the bus lines in Gardena highlighting their new 
“bold,” one-of-a-kind electric buses in the South Bay Region. 
The new buses embody the City’s commitment to create a 
clean and “environmentally friendly” community as illustrated 
by the labeling on the outside of the new buses, “I’m Clean. 
I’m Green. I’m Electric.” 

Macy Neshati, vice president of sales, BYD Motors, who provided
the bus stated: “Gardena’s move to electric buses provides a 
ride that is quiet, has zero emissions, reduces hazardous waste, 
reduces dependence on petroleum, and harnesses the sun to 
charge the buses without using electricity from the grid.”
Additionally, all of the buses in the GTrans fl eet are being
designed with the new GTrans logo, and a sleek, modern, green
and silver design. New video surveillance cameras have also been
installed in the buses.

The GTrans name was rolled out at its 75th Anniversary celebra-
tion on January 15, 2015, at Gardena’s Transportation Facility 
located at 13999 South Western Avenue. The new buses have 
been in service since mid-February.

In addition to 2 electric  buses, the Department has a fl eet of  
57 hybrid buses, and 8 demand response vehicles.  Utilizing 40 
peak hour buses, GTrans is an integral part of the Los Angeles 

regional transit system. GTrans provides low cost, easily
accessible public transportation for some 9,574 rides on
an average weekday. By connecting with the Metro rail system 
(The Blue and Green Lines), the Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority (MTA) bus system, and other area municipal bus 
services, riders can easily commute throughout the South Bay 
into downtown Los Angeles and to a variety of surrounding 
locations.

GTrans provides Gardena residents with primary fi xed route 
schedules and demand response vehicles, providing much 
needed mobility to many elderly and handicapped people in 
the area.

The Special Transit/Elderly and Handicap Program provides 
portal-to-portal service (demand/response service) for the 
elderly and handicapped who qualify under predetermined 
program guidelines. This service is operated with a fl eet that is 
100% wheelchair accessible. The system augments the regular 
fi xed-route and commuter services and currently serves the
cities of Gardena and Hawthorne and the Alondra Park and 
Del Aire sections of Los Angeles County.

For additional information about bus schedules, routes or 
token fare purchase, contact the Gardena Transportation 
Department at customerservice.web@gardenabus.com  or call 
310-965-8888.

in California’s future. California will be a multi-ethnic partnership. 
LA County hit a peak of births in the 1990s and rates have since 
plummeted. The millennial population is not growing while the 
age group 45 to 64 is growing the most rapidly.

Hasan Ikhrata, Executive Director for the Southern California 
Association of Governments (SCAG) further discussed the 
platform Myers set. Although population growth has curbed, 
worsening congestion in Southern California is due to no new 
physical capacity. More innovative solutions are needed such as
a mileage-based user fee, increased rail and more accommodation
for emerging transportation alternatives such as car sharing. 
Ikhrata focused on the emerging trends of the millennials who 
are not as interested in driving as prior generations. He called on 
audience members to consider the needs of this group as they 
constitute our working future.

Consideration of not only future needs but the history of a 
neighborhood was eloquently explored by DJ Waldie, Historian 
Emeritus for the City of Lakewood. Lima fi elds in Lakewood 
were replaced by 17,000 houses on small lots, providing refuge 
for the working class. What does the future hold for these 
neighborhoods? It needs to be generous to the aspirations of 
the working class. Neighborhoods should provide a multi-ethnic 
resilient network with nodes of culture and civics and open 
space and parks are necessary places of liberation where people 
can interact with one another. More than 1.5 million Southern 
California children live outside of walking distance to a park 
while in Boston this fi gure is 97%.

Many interesting ideas and comments arose from the Panel
Discussion: What makes a community that I want to live in? 
Helen Dennis, Specialist in Aging, discussed the essential elements
for neighborhoods suited to older populations. They must be 
safe, with requisite amenities and transportation alternatives.
It is important for people to age gracefully in place and there are 
successful models to emulate. Susan Burden, CEO Beach Cities 

Health District, stressed the importance of making healthy
decisions. 70% of one’s health depends on the choices they 
make. It should be the job of leaders, planning directors and 
superintendents to make these choices easy for residents.

Balanced services and programs reaching all age groups as well 
as health, arts, open space and culture are paramount for cities, 
promoted John Jones, Community Services Director for the
City of Torrance. Along the lines of the need for open space
and safety, Sharon Papa, Police Chief for Hermosa Beach, drew 
parallel observations: public spaces allow people to interact
and interaction provides vigilance for a community. Sheri
Repp-Loadsman, Planning and Building Director for Palos 
Verdes Estates, commented on the need to accept change while 
preserving the good within neighborhoods. Hillary Theyer, 
Torrance City Librarian, observed that libraries can often serve 
as the center to communities. They are a central place to start 
programs and can be barometers for what is going on in the 
community, but libraries need help in identifying community 
needs before these needs become a crisis or problem.

Taking a time out, Former Assemblymember Bonnie
Lowenthal was recognized for her many years of public service. 

Jim Osborne, SBCCOG Delegate and Lawndale Mayor Pro Tem 
closed out the program by showing a series of historic South Bay 
city postcards showing several neighborhoods as they looked in 
the early and mid-20th Century. The bulk of the images can be 
found in the Dominguez Hills Archives.

This free event is made possible every year by our sponsors who 
were recognized for their contributions, both cash and in kind 
throughout the day and are also acknowledged in this newsletter.

The presentations and photos from the General Assembly are 
available on our website at:
http//www.southbaycities.org/meetings-agendas/general-assemblies
/16th-annual-general-assembly.

C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  1

On April 1, 2015 Governor Brown announced California’s 
fi rst mandatory water restrictions.  The Executive Order states
it is mandatory to achieve 25% reduction in potable urban water
usage statewide through February 28, 2016.  We are at only 
5% of normal snowpack, and into the fourth year of a serious 
state of emergency in California due to the ongoing drought.

Considering over 50% of most residential potable water
usage is outdoors, the Governor has mandated that 50 million 
square feet of grass – the equivalent of about 1,150 football 
fi elds needs to be removed and replaced with drought tolerant 
landscaping  (LA. Times, April 2, 2015 “Brown gets tough on 
water” by Bettina Boxall, Chris Megerian and Matt Stevens).

As stated by Randy Record, Chairman of the Board of Directors
of Metropolitan Water District of Southern California, “The
Governor’s call to action 
matches the severity of the 
water situation facing all of 
California.  Southern
California has been taking
the lead in turf removal 
during this drought, with 
Metropolitan’s $100 million 
ongoing rebate program.  
We applaud the call to 
remove additional turf 
throughout the state and 
ending the wasteful practice of irrigating ornamental lawns on 
street medians with potable water.  It is time to stop watering 
turf that serves no function.”

Turf removal is but one way that local water agencies and cities 
will fi ght the drought. Those who use more may have to pay 
more through tiered usage levels and cities may put their water 
action plans into high gear.  The Governor’s mandate has 
created a framework within which local agencies can respond.  
There will undoubtedly be a combination of carrot and stick 
approaches such as rebates for conservation through more 
water effi cient appliances such as dishwashers and clothes

washers and other incentives for conservation measures.

Does this go far enough?  Local water resource development that 
is not dependent on weather will be a key element in solving 
the current water reliability issue.  It will take a combination 
of several resources to ensure water reliability now and into the 
future.

An example of leadership in innovation is West Basin Municipal
Water District’s own efforts to improve water reliability over 
the last several years.  Recently West Basin announced that 
residents in their service area have dropped potable water 
usage by 27% since the investment of over $600 million into 
recycling and conservation projects. West Basin has built 110 
miles of “purple”/recycling irrigation pipeline.

In order to have more local
water resources at our 
disposal, environmentally 
friendly ocean desalina-
tion effort may be part of 
the solution.  West Basin 
Municipal Water District 
has been exploring ocean 
water desalination for the 
last several years at their 
full-scale demonstration 
facility that was located at 
the SEA Lab in Redondo 

Beach.  Lessons learned from the endeavor should be of great 
benefi t to our region.

Think about your own water footprint and how you can 
continue to conserve water.  The South Bay Cities Council of 
Governments through its Environmental Services Center at 
www.sbesc.com is a resource for more information on water 
conservation.

Article by Marilyn Lyon, SBCCOG

Find SBESC at www.sbesc.com

CONTINU ING THE CONVERSATIONCONTINU ING THE CONVERSATION

The General Assembly was designed to kick off a continuing conversation with stakeholders about the challenges and 
opportunities facing the South Bay over the next 10 years. The issue is what we should do to further that dialogue? Starting 
with April, the SBCCOG will extend a monthly question to the public that speaks to the theme of this year’s General
Assembly. For the month of April, we ask:

From a particular decade (e.g. 50s, 60s, 70s, etc.) of your time living or working in the South Bay, what do you miss that isn’t in the South 
Bay anymore?

To respond via Twitter or Facebook, go to:
http://www.southbaycities.org/featured-content/continuing-conversation-after-general-assembly

CONGRATULATIONS!CONGRATULATIONS!

to the following South Bay elected offi cials, chosen in February by the Los Angeles County City Selection Committee (which is a 
group comprised of the Mayors of the Cities of Los Angeles County) to serve on the following regional bodies:

 • Inglewood Mayor James Butts - representing the Southwest Sector on the Los Angeles Metropolitan Transportation
 Agency (Metro) Board of Directors
 • Torrance Mayor Pat Furey - as Chairman of the LA County City Selection Committee
 • Manhattan Beach Councilmember David Lesser - to the Los Angeles County Library Commission representing
 Supervisorial District #4
 • Rolling Hills Estates Councilmember Judy Mitchell - re-elected as an alternate to LAFCO (Local Agency Formation
 Commission)
Congratulations also to Palos Verdes Estates Mayor George Bird on his appointment by Governor Brown to be a Superior Court 
Judge.  And as he leaves the Palos Verdes Estates City Council, we thank him for his many years of service to his city.

DID YOU KNOW?DID YOU KNOW?
The very fi rst Earth Day was celebrated on April 22, 1970.
This day was created by Wisconsin Senator Gaylord Nelson
to make people aware of the importance of keeping our
planet healthy and clean. On that day, people made promises
to help the environment and make positive changes in their 
community.
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CALIFORNIA LOCAL STREETS AND ROADSCALIFORNIA LOCAL STREETS AND ROADS
NEEDS ASSESSMENT -  2014 UPDATENEEDS ASSESSMENT -  2014 UPDATE

“Neighborhoods are the real heart of the South 
Bay,” began Jim Goodhart, SBCCOG Chair and 
Palos Verdes Estates Councilman, kicking off the
16th Annual South Bay General Assembly in the
City of Carson on Friday, February 27.  The program
for this year was titled “A View from the Front Porch:
Neighborhoods in the South Bay”.  Speakers
discussed how neighborhoods look today, what they 
will look like in the future and what cities need to do 
to prepare.

To stimulate conversation about a unique vision for 
the South Bay, a special white paper was written for 
the Assembly by Wally Siembab, Research Director
for the SBCCOG.  It centers on Neighborhood
Strategies developed from over 10 years of
transportation research and demonstration projects 
by the SBCCOG.

The paper states “Neighborhood development is the 
key to long run transportation sustainability, relief 
from street congestion and parking shortages, access 
to services, and potentially other priority concerns 
such as quality job growth, and work force housing”. 
The South Bay Neighborhood Strategies focus on

utilizing innovative mobility options including
ride-sharing, slow speed vehicles, shuttle services and
a host of electric options. The strategies also consider
access to necessary goods and services within short 
distances of all households while adding new,
low-density housing to under-performing commercial 
strips.  The white paper also considered the role of 
disruptive technologies such as 3-D printing,
autonomous vehicles, robots, drones, virtual reality 
and others. For a copy of the white paper visit the 
General Assembly page @ www.southbaycities.org

The Kickoff Speaker, Dowell Myers, Professor at the 
USC Sol Price School of Public Policy, set the context 
of future South Bay neighborhoods by explaining 
what their demographics may look like. He presented 
some startling statistics from the 2010 Census.
Most of the trends people predicted have not been
occurring in California, particularly Southern
California. Past predictions were that LA County 
would see 12 million people by 2030 yet new
projections reveal that LA County will not see this 
amount until 2060. Immigration has also slowed and 
Latinos will not make up the majority population

A VIEW FROM THE FRONT PORCH:A VIEW FROM THE FRONT PORCH:
NEIGHBORHOODS IN THE SOUTH BAYNEIGHBORHOODS IN THE SOUTH BAY
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The following is the Executive Summary of the “California Local Streets and Roads Needs Assessment 2014 
Update”, published by Save California Streets, October, 2014.

California’s local street and road system continues to be in crisis.

Every trip begins on a city street or county road. Whether 
traveling by bicycle, bus, rail, truck or family automobile,
Californians need a reliable and well-maintained local street
and road system. Unfortunately, these continue to be 
challenging times for our street and road system due to 
increased demand and unreliable funding. There is a
signifi cant focus on climate change and building
sustainable communities, yet sustainable communities
cannot function without a well-maintained local street
and road system.  The need for multi-modal opportuni-
ties on the local system has never been more essential. Every component of California’s transportation 
system is critical to providing a seamless, interconnected system that supports the traveling public and 
economic vitality throughout the state.

The fi rst comprehensive statewide study of California’s local street and road system in 2008 provided 
critical analysis and information on the local transportation network’s condition and funding needs. 
Conducted biennially, the needs assessment provides another look at this vital component of the 
state’s transportation system and once again fi nds a signifi cant funding shortfall.

The 2014 study sought answers to important questions: What are the current pavement conditions of
local streets and roads? What will it cost to repair all streets and roads? What are the needs for the
essential components to a functioning system? How large is the funding shortfall? What are the solutions?

Responsible for almost 81 percent of the state’s roads, 
cities and counties fi nd this study of critical
importance for several reasons. While federal and 
state governments’ regularly assess their system needs, 
no such data existed for the local component of the 
state’s transportation network prior to the initial 
study conducted in 2008. Historically, statewide
transportation funding investment decisions have 
been made without local pavement condition data. 
This biennial assessment provides a critical piece in 
providing policy makers with a more complete picture 
of California’s transportation system funding needs.

The goal is to use the results to educate policymakers at all levels of government about the infrastructure
investments needed to provide California with a seamless, multi-modal transportation system. The fi ndings
provide a credible and defensible analysis to support a dedicated, stable funding source for maintaining 
the local system at an optimum level. The study also provides the rationale for the most effective and
effi cient investment of public funds, potentially saving taxpayers from paying signifi cantly more to
fi x local streets and roads into the future.

This update surveyed all of California’s 58 counties and 482 cities in 2014. The information captured 
data from more than 99 percent of the state’s local streets and roads – a level of participation that 
makes clear the local interest in addressing the growing problems of crumbling streets and roads.

To read the full report of the roads and streets assessment update go to:
http://www.savecaliforniastreets.org/read-the-report/
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“Neighborhoods are the real heart of the South 
Bay,” began Jim Goodhart, SBCCOG Chair and 
Palos Verdes Estates Councilman, kicking off the
16th Annual South Bay General Assembly in the
City of Carson on Friday, February 27.  The program
for this year was titled “A View from the Front Porch:
Neighborhoods in the South Bay”.  Speakers
discussed how neighborhoods look today, what they 
will look like in the future and what cities need to do 
to prepare.

To stimulate conversation about a unique vision for 
the South Bay, a special white paper was written for 
the Assembly by Wally Siembab, Research Director
for the SBCCOG.  It centers on Neighborhood
Strategies developed from over 10 years of
transportation research and demonstration projects 
by the SBCCOG.

The paper states “Neighborhood development is the 
key to long run transportation sustainability, relief 
from street congestion and parking shortages, access 
to services, and potentially other priority concerns 
such as quality job growth, and work force housing”. 
The South Bay Neighborhood Strategies focus on

utilizing innovative mobility options including
ride-sharing, slow speed vehicles, shuttle services and
a host of electric options. The strategies also consider
access to necessary goods and services within short 
distances of all households while adding new,
low-density housing to under-performing commercial 
strips.  The white paper also considered the role of 
disruptive technologies such as 3-D printing,
autonomous vehicles, robots, drones, virtual reality 
and others. For a copy of the white paper visit the 
General Assembly page @ www.southbaycities.org

The Kickoff Speaker, Dowell Myers, Professor at the 
USC Sol Price School of Public Policy, set the context 
of future South Bay neighborhoods by explaining 
what their demographics may look like. He presented 
some startling statistics from the 2010 Census.
Most of the trends people predicted have not been
occurring in California, particularly Southern
California. Past predictions were that LA County 
would see 12 million people by 2030 yet new
projections reveal that LA County will not see this 
amount until 2060. Immigration has also slowed and 
Latinos will not make up the majority population

A VIEW FROM THE FRONT PORCH:A VIEW FROM THE FRONT PORCH:
NEIGHBORHOODS IN THE SOUTH BAYNEIGHBORHOODS IN THE SOUTH BAY

The quarterlyThe quarterly
South Bay WatchSouth Bay Watch

is available electronicallyis available electronically
by email or atby email or at

www.southbaycities.org.www.southbaycities.org.
To receive by email,To receive by email,

please send yourplease send your
email address toemail address to

sbccog@southbaycities.orgsbccog@southbaycities.org

C A L E N D A RC A L E N D A R
All meetings are open to the public

May

 11 Steering Committee
 12 GIS Working Group
 20 Infrastructure Working Group
  Livable Communities
  Working Group
 21 Economic Development
  Directors’ Roundtable
 26 Senior Services Working Group
 28 Board of Directors

June

 8 Steering Committee
 9 GIS Working Group 
 11 Social Media Working Group
 17 CAP/EECAP Working Group
  Infrastructure Working Group
 25 Board of Directors

July

 9 Legislative Briefi ng & Breakfast
 13 Steering Committee
 15 Infrastructure Working Group
  Livable Communities
  Working Group
 16 Economic Development
  Directors’ Roundtable
 23 Board of Directors
  Social Media Working Group

Contact jacki@southbaycities.org
for further information.

The following is the Executive Summary of the “California Local Streets and Roads Needs Assessment 2014 
Update”, published by Save California Streets, October, 2014.

California’s local street and road system continues to be in crisis.

Every trip begins on a city street or county road. Whether 
traveling by bicycle, bus, rail, truck or family automobile,
Californians need a reliable and well-maintained local street
and road system. Unfortunately, these continue to be 
challenging times for our street and road system due to 
increased demand and unreliable funding. There is a
signifi cant focus on climate change and building
sustainable communities, yet sustainable communities
cannot function without a well-maintained local street
and road system.  The need for multi-modal opportuni-
ties on the local system has never been more essential. Every component of California’s transportation 
system is critical to providing a seamless, interconnected system that supports the traveling public and 
economic vitality throughout the state.

The fi rst comprehensive statewide study of California’s local street and road system in 2008 provided 
critical analysis and information on the local transportation network’s condition and funding needs. 
Conducted biennially, the needs assessment provides another look at this vital component of the 
state’s transportation system and once again fi nds a signifi cant funding shortfall.

The 2014 study sought answers to important questions: What are the current pavement conditions of
local streets and roads? What will it cost to repair all streets and roads? What are the needs for the
essential components to a functioning system? How large is the funding shortfall? What are the solutions?

Responsible for almost 81 percent of the state’s roads, 
cities and counties fi nd this study of critical
importance for several reasons. While federal and 
state governments’ regularly assess their system needs, 
no such data existed for the local component of the 
state’s transportation network prior to the initial 
study conducted in 2008. Historically, statewide
transportation funding investment decisions have 
been made without local pavement condition data. 
This biennial assessment provides a critical piece in 
providing policy makers with a more complete picture 
of California’s transportation system funding needs.

The goal is to use the results to educate policymakers at all levels of government about the infrastructure
investments needed to provide California with a seamless, multi-modal transportation system. The fi ndings
provide a credible and defensible analysis to support a dedicated, stable funding source for maintaining 
the local system at an optimum level. The study also provides the rationale for the most effective and
effi cient investment of public funds, potentially saving taxpayers from paying signifi cantly more to
fi x local streets and roads into the future.

This update surveyed all of California’s 58 counties and 482 cities in 2014. The information captured 
data from more than 99 percent of the state’s local streets and roads – a level of participation that 
makes clear the local interest in addressing the growing problems of crumbling streets and roads.

To read the full report of the roads and streets assessment update go to:
http://www.savecaliforniastreets.org/read-the-report/

The South Bay Cities Council of Governments
thanks our generous General Assembly supporters

B E N E F A C T O R S   $ 5 , 0 0 0B E N E F A C T O R S   $ 5 , 0 0 0
Chevron Products Company • The HERO Program

S P O N S O R S   $ 2 , 5 0 0S P O N S O R S   $ 2 , 5 0 0
AES Redondo Beach • California State University, Dominguez Hills • car2go

Continental Development Corporation • DART • El Camino College • Enterprise Rent-a-Car
Iteris, Inc. • JMD Inc. • LA County Supervisor Don Knabe

LA County Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas • Mar Ventures Inc.
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California • Northrop Grumman Corporation

 OpTerra Energy Services • Parsons Brinckerhoff • Port of Los Angeles
South Bay Association of REALTORS® • South Coast Air Quality Management District

Southern California Edison • The Daily Breeze • Water Replenishment District • Watson Land Company

F R I E N D S  O F  T H E  C O GF R I E N D S  O F  T H E  C O G
City of Hawthorne • Cox Communications • ESRI • Kosmont Companies • RBF Consulting

South Bay Workforce Investment Board • Starbucks • Terranea Resort
The Beach Reporter and PV Peninsula News • West Basin Municipal Water District

Western States Petroleum Association

S P E C I A L  T H A N K S . . .S P E C I A L  T H A N K S . . .
To the City of Carson for hosting our 16th Annual General Assembly and for the generous

assistance of their staff and to the staff and volunteers of the South Bay Environmental Services Center
(a program of the SBCCOG)

C o n t i n u e d  t o  P a g e  2

5

16TH ANNUAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY16TH ANNUAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Palos Verdes Peninsula Village Exhibit Palos Verdes Peninsula Village Exhibit 

Emcee Jim Goodhart, SBCCOG ChairEmcee Jim Goodhart, SBCCOG Chair
and PVE Councilmemberand PVE Councilmember

South Bay EnvironmentalSouth Bay Environmental
Services Center ExhibitServices Center Exhibit

Welcome and registration by (L to R): SBCCOGWelcome and registration by (L to R): SBCCOG
Volunteers Kathy Haynes, Nirja Patwa, LindaVolunteers Kathy Haynes, Nirja Patwa, Linda
Thompson, and staff member Jenny RiveraThompson, and staff member Jenny Rivera

Hasan IkhrataHasan Ikhrata D.J. Waldie D.J. Waldie 

The Hero Program ExhibitThe Hero Program Exhibit

Car2go ExhibitCar2go ExhibitDowell Myers Dowell Myers 
Lawndale MayorLawndale Mayor
Pro-Tem Jim OsbornePro-Tem Jim Osborne

Panelists, left to right: Hillary Theyer, Sheri Repp-Loadsman, Sharon Papa, John Jones, Susan Burden and Helen DennisPanelists, left to right: Hillary Theyer, Sheri Repp-Loadsman, Sharon Papa, John Jones, Susan Burden and Helen Dennis




