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CALIFORNIA’S DIGITAL DIVIDECALIFORNIA’S DIGITAL DIVIDE

Natural events or manmade disasters usually come 
with little or no warning.  Earthquakes, tsunamis,
levee breaks, water shortage, and no oil are all 
potential threats.  This year, we will be focusing on 
preparing for emergencies and managing recovery, as 
well as highlighting any special considerations due to 
the South Bay’s proximity to LAX and the Ports.

Dr. Lucy Jones from the U.S. Geological Survey will 
kick-off the event by setting the stage by reviewing the 
types of disasters that we need to be prepared for.
Dr. Jones is a seismologist and public voice for
earthquake science and earthquake safety in California.
She has been with the US Geological Survey and 
a Visiting Research Associate at the Seismological 
Laboratory of Caltech since 1983. She is currently 
serving as the Chief Scientist of the USGS
Multi-Hazards Demonstration Project for Southern
California, developing a new program to integrate 
hazards science in urban areas with economic analysis 
and emergency response to increase community
resiliency to natural disasters.

Ryan Rockabrand from the LA County Offi ce of 
Emergency Management will represent the LA
Operational Alliance.  He will provide a description
of what our current resources are and explain some 
of the cooperative efforts for preparedness and 
recovery.  Topics we will be asking our other speakers 
to cover include:  preparing for recovery in advance; 
how to assure government and business continuity
what will happen to natural resources such as our 
water supply; and what could be happening in the 
surrounding regions that could affect the South Bay.

As at each of our General Assemblies, we will be 
inviting our county, state and federal legislators to 
give us their perspectives as well.  Supervisor Mark 
Ridley-Thomas has already confi rmed that he will
be speaking.

The event is free because of the generous contributions 
by our sponsors.  If you or your company would like to 
sponsor this event, please contact
rosemary@southbaycities.org.

And you can register now @ www.southbaycities.org

Hope to see you there!
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C A L E N D A RC A L E N D A R
All meetings are open to the public

January
 9 Steering Committee
 11 GIS Working Group
 18 Livable Communities
  Working Group
 19 Green Cities Task Force
 25 Infrastructure Working Group
 26 Board of Directors

February
 8 GIS Working Group
 13 Steering Committee
 15 Livable Communities
  Working Group
 22 Infrastructure Working Group
 24 13th Annual General Assembly

March
 12 Steering Committee
 14 GIS Working Group
 21 Livable Communities
  Working Group
 22 Board of Directors
 28 Infrastructure Working Group

BE PREPARED: PREVENTING DISASTERS/PLANNING FOR RECOVERYBE PREPARED: PREVENTING DISASTERS/PLANNING FOR RECOVERY
Excerpt and data from: http://www.ppic.org “Just the facts”, June 2011
 

INTERNET USE AND BROADBAND ACCESSINTERNET USE AND BROADBAND ACCESS
ARE WIDESPREAD AMONG CALIFORNIANS…ARE WIDESPREAD AMONG CALIFORNIANS…

A large majority of Californians have a broadband Internet connection at home (72%, up from 
55% in 2008). Broadband use at home is 11 points higher in California than in the nation as a whole: 
In a recent Pew Internet & American Life Project survey, 61% of adults nationwide reported having
broadband. Currently, 84% of Californians use the Internet (up from 70% in 2008), compared to 
77% of adults nationwide. A large majority of Californians have a broadband Internet connection at 
home (72%, up from 55% in 2008). Broadband use at home is 11 points higher in California than
in the nation as a whole: In a recent Pew Internet & American Life Project survey, 61% of adults
nationwide reported having broadband. Currently, 84% of Californians use the Internet (up from 
70% in 2008), compared to 77% of adults nationwide.

But demographic differences are striking…
Despite a 21-point increase in broadband use among Latinos since 2008 (rising from 34% to 55%), 
other racial/ethnic groups are still much more likely to use broadband: whites (81%), Asians (76%), 
and blacks (74%). Still, the divide between Latinos and other racial/ethnic groups has narrowed 
somewhat since 2008 (minus 8 points compared to whites, minus 12 points compared to Asians, and 
minus 13 points compared to blacks). Similarly, despite a 27-point increase in broadband use among 
non-citizens since 2008 (rising from 23% to 50%), U.S.-born residents (80%) and naturalized citizens 
(64%) are still more likely to report broadband use. Still, although a gap remains, the divide between 
U.S-born residents and non-citizens has narrowed by 14 points since 2008. Broadband use is higher 
among college graduates (90%) and those with some college education (84%) than among less
educated Californians (53%). Similarly, broadband use is higher among adults with household 
incomes of $80,000 or more (93%) and among those who earn between $40,000 and $80,000 (82%) 
than among less affl uent Californians (58%). Higher br 08) and in the Orange/San Diego County area 
(76%, up 18 points) than by residents in the Central Valley (70%, up 17), Los Angeles (68%, up 20), 
and the Inland Empire (66%, up 10).

A survey recently published by PPIC (Public Policy in California) in collaboration with CETF
(California Emerging Technology Fund) provides the following data regarding information technology 
in California:

• 72% subscribe to broadband (55% in 2008)

• 84% use the internet (70% in 2008)

• 52% use social networking (26% in 2008)

• 53% access government services (43% in 2008)

• 66% access news (55% in 2008)

• 64% shop (52% in 2008)

• 61% access health information (50% in 2008)

• 59% access Community Information (47% in 2008)

• 45% access housing information (44% in 2008)

For a copy of the PPIC 2011 Statewide Survey, “Californians and Information Technology” go to:
http://www.ppic.org/content/pubs/survey/S_611MBS.pdf

THANKS TO SBESC VOLUNTEERS
The South Bay Cities Council of Governments (SBCCOG) held a reception on November 17, 2011 to honor our South Bay 
Environmental Services Center (SBESC) volunteers and specifi cally those who have provided more than 100 hours of service.
Volunteers were honored by the SBCCOG Boardmembers and legislative offi ces for contributing over 5,499 hours supporting 
staff in educating and reaching out to South Bay businesses, residents and public agencies about the importance of energy
effi ciency and water conservation. Volunteers staff exhibits at community outreach events and help with inventory maintenance, 
data input, labeling brochures, preparing materials for workshops and events as well as assisting staff with meetings and special 
events. They are also on hand for general offi ce support.  We could not deliver the very active outreach and education program to 
the community that we do without them.  They add value to the center’s efforts in improving the quality of life for those who live, 
play and work in the South Bay.

The SBESC welcomes those interested in joining our volunteer program.  Training is offered and we do our best to be fl exible with 
schedules.  For more information, please visit our website at www.sbesc.com or contact Volunteer Coordinator, Martha Segovia, at 
310-371-7222 x 209.  Volunteer applications can be found at www.sbesc.com/programs/volunteers.

VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION

Volunteer Coordinator Martha Segovia with honorees: Natalia Aguilar, Max Van Blaricom, Kiran Magiawala, Del Dorsey, John Manzano,
Sunny Moss, Rosemary Vullo, Molly Warren, Rachel Warren,  Denise Braun, Diane Berg, Kathy Young,  Loretta Harrison, Ingrid Nugent
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HERMOSA BEACH HOMEOWNERSHERMOSA BEACH HOMEOWNERS
BENEFITTING FROM ENERGYBENEFITTING FROM ENERGY

UPGRADE CALIFORNIAUPGRADE CALIFORNIA

Hermosa Beach homeowners gathered recently at an Energy
Upgrade California Block Party to learn more about the
program, witness participating contractor Fred Koch of Energy 
Upgrade Pros / KOCH Development demonstrate how an
Energy Assessment works, and discover the benefi ts of having
an expert examine whether your home is working as effi ciently 
as it should be.  Just for attending the block party, the owners 
of two more Hermosa Beach homes won vouchers for a $300 
discount for an Energy Assessment of their very own.

Hermosa Beach residents Steve 
Pater and Baiba Glassford were 
one of the lucky households that 
will be receiving a discounted 
professional Energy Assessment 
from an Energy Upgrade
California participating contractor.
The report they receive from the 
contractor will confi rm some 
things that they already know, 
such as the fact that they would 
benefi t from wall insulation in

the parts of their home that don’t
already have it.  It will also tell 
them things that they may not 
know - like whether attic air is 
leaking into the rest of the home 
through ceiling light fi xtures, 
whether they have adequate fl oor 
insulation, or whether their gas 
appliances are venting properly.

An Energy Assessment is a crucial fi rst step to determining a
home’s current energy effi ciency and identifying what energy
saving measures could make the home perform better and be 
more comfortable and healthy. After completing an Energy
Assessment, these Hermosa Beach homeowners are well on their 
way to receiving up to $8,000 in incentives as part of an Energy 
Upgrade California project.  In addition, the Hermosa Beach 
City Council is rebating 50% of the permit fees for any Hermosa 
Beach homeowner that completes an Energy Upgrade project.

For examples of real-life Energy Upgrade California projects 
and to see what an Energy Assessment looks like, go online to: 
http://www.lacountymakeovercontest.org/county/losangeles/
index.html.

Leading by example, the City of Hermosa Beach recently
promoted Energy Upgrade California with a great banner strung
across Pacifi c Coast Highway alerting the over 55,000 South
Bay residents who drive by each day about the $8,000 in
rebates and incentives.

For further information regarding Energy Upgrade programs,
contact Grace Farwell-Granger at the South Bay Environmental
Services Center, (310) 371-7222 or by email: grace@sbesc.com.

Energy Upgrade street banner
Energy Upgrade Block

Party participants

SOUTH BAY REGIONALSOUTH BAY REGIONAL
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS AUTHORITYPUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS AUTHORITY

IN MEMORIAMIN MEMORIAM

GINNY LAMBERTGINNY LAMBERT
July 21, 1932 – October 30, 2011

The SBCCOG regrets the loss of a dear friend and colleague.

 SBCCOG Delegate 2000-2011

Council member for the City of Hawthorne for 21 years

The City of Torrance is celebrating its 100th Anniversary on October 21, 2012.  We invite you to be part of this 
grand milestone in our history by participating in a variety of activities and events.  The Mayor and City Council
appointed a Centennial Committee to develop a yearlong celebration to commemorate the rich history of Torrance.  They have been
“Looking Back & Moving Forward” for many months to bring the community together to refl ect on what Torrance, California means.

Celebration Begins
The kick-off event, “Lights, Camera, Action” was held November 6, 2011 with over 2,500 people gathering to point their new Pelican 
Product Flashlights towards the sky to spell out “Torrance Centennial – 1912 – 2012”.  Thanks to the Goodyear Blimp and Robinson 
Helicopter, a commemorative photograph was taken from high above to document this historic gathering.  The success of this event
has the community excited about what’s coming up.

Mark Your Calendar
Along with many other planned activities, City Council approved the Committee’s plan to construct a new Centennial Plaza at El Prado 
Park.  For just $150, you can assist with the Plaza construction and engrave your very own brick.  The bricks will be an integral part 
of the Centennial Plaza where a 100-year time capsule will be housed.  A dedication ceremony and community parade is planned for 
September 16, 2012.  The “Torrance Birthday Bash”, our culminating event will take place on October 28, 2012, it’s something you can’t 
afford to miss.  It will be more fun than you can ever imagine!

Looking Back & Moving Forward
Torrance, founded by Jared Sydney Torrance in 1912 is now the eighth largest city in Los Angeles County.  It is nestled in the heart of 
the Los Angeles County’s South Bay community with more than 147, 000 residents in 21.2 square miles.  Torrance has a daytime
population that increases by more than 200,000 due to its strong business community, vibrant community life and proximity to
downtown Los Angeles, the ports of Los Angeles, Long Beach, other beach cities and destination spots. It is a city that competes globally 
through its myriad of assets: diverse residents, fl ourishing businesses and safe neighborhoods.

On-line Information
You can fi nd the Commemorative photo and everything else you want to know about upcoming events and celebrations by visiting our 
website at TorranceCentennial.org with links to Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube.

THE CITIES OF TORRANCE ANDTHE CITIES OF TORRANCE AND
MANHATTAN BEACH TURN 100 IN 2012MANHATTAN BEACH TURN 100 IN 2012

TORRANCE LOOKS BACK AND MOVES FORWARDTORRANCE LOOKS BACK AND MOVES FORWARD

The yearlong celebration of “100 Years of Sun, Sand, and Sea,” kicked off with the Holiday Fireworks 
extravaganza on December 11, 2011.  Numerous events will follow, culminating with a fantastic Fireworks 

Finale in December 2012.  January 29, 2012:  Manhattan Village Centennial Carnival,  February and March 2012:  Manhattan Beach 
School Art Contest,  March 25, 2012:  Taste of Manhattan Beach,  May 19, 2012:  Manhattan Beach Centennial Parade and Historic 
Picnic,  July 2012:  MB100 Festival, Downtown Open House, and Pier Event,  September 22, 2012:  Manhattan Beach Centennial Ball,  
December 2012:  Holiday Fireworks Finale

The Manhattan Beach City Council appointed a Centennial Committee to plan and spearhead the City’s 100th anniversary activities.  
A diverse group of 10 community members, the Committee has the event planning, fundraising, budgeting, volunteer coordination,
and marketing experience essential to the success of the celebration.  This group, along with Mayor Nicholas W. Tell, Jr., Councilmember
Richard M. Montgomery and staff liaisons, forms the core workgroup for the Centennial.  Ongoing ideas, enthusiasm, and input are 
sought and welcomed.
The Committee is a registered non-profi t organization (MB Centennial Foundation) formed to raise money for Centennial events 
through fundraising, sponsorships and donations. Donations are tax deductible (Tax-ID#27-3507649).

Manhattan Beach: The History
The City of Manhattan Beach was incorporated December 2, 1912.  Unable to agree on a city name, real estate developers George Peck 
and John Merrill fl ipped a coin, and “Manhattan Beach” won, refl ecting Merrill’s east coast hometown. The iconic Manhattan Beach 
Pier was dedicated on July 5, 1920. A state historic landmark, it is the oldest concrete pier on the West Coast.  Today the pier features 
the Roundhouse Aquarium, teaching the wonders of local marine life.

During the 1920s and ‘30s visitors to Manhattan Beach came for the sun, sand and sea – many arriving on the “red car” trolley.
Nicknamed the “Pearl of the South Bay,” Manhattan Beach emerged as a truly special place for residents and visitors alike. From unique

MANHATTAN BEACH CELEBRATESMANHATTAN BEACH CELEBRATES
100 YEARS OF SUN, SAND AND SEA!100 YEARS OF SUN, SAND AND SEA!

C o n t i n u e d  t o  P a g e  4  

Measure R, the half-percent sales tax approved by Los
Angeles County voters in November 2008, dedicates more 
than $900 million during the next 30 years for operational 
improvements to the freeway and state highway network in 
the South Bay.  Local jurisdictions across the South Bay are 
in the fi rst stages of implementing approximately twenty
“early action” projects that will be constructed within fi ve years.
For more information, including a full list of early action 
projects, go to:  http://www.southbaycities.org/node/1060

SOUTH BAY MEASURE “R”SOUTH BAY MEASURE “R”
HIGHWAY PROGRAM –HIGHWAY PROGRAM –

1 STST PROJECTS TO START SOONPROJECTS TO START SOON

residential neighborhoods that refl ect the charm of the 
city, to uninterrupted beachfront bike and walk streets, 
and thriving business districts, Manhattan Beach has
everything needed to enjoy the Southern California
lifestyle. Today, as the City approaches its 100th anniversary,
it is inviting residents, friends, and families to join in the 
yearlong, community-wide planned celebrations!

On-line Information
For information on Centennial events, activities,
volunteering, sponsoring, or hosting your own Centennial
event, please visit our website at www.mb100.org.  We 
look forward to celebrating the memories of yesterday as 
the City begins its journey toward tomorrow.

C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e 3

MANHATTAN BEACHMANHATTAN BEACH
CELEBRATES 100 YEARSCELEBRATES 100 YEARS
OF SUN,  SAND AND SEA!OF SUN,  SAND AND SEA!

The LUV Project – testing local use neighborhood electric 
vehicles – has been extended for another year through
additional funding from the Air Quality Management District.  
Results from the fi rst year of the project have confi rmed that 
as a secondary household vehicle, LUVs can serve many of a 
household’s trip needs.  With this extension, SBCCOG can 
respond to at least some of the over 200 people on our project 
waiting list.  For more information, go to:
http://www.southbaycities.org/node/1059

LUV DEMONSTRATIONLUV DEMONSTRATION

PROJECT EXTENDEDPROJECT EXTENDED

Find SBESC at www.sbesc.com

The South Bay Regional Public Communications Authority, also referred to as “RCC”
for “Radio Communications Center,” has provided police and fi re 911 dispatching since 
1977.  The RCC is a joint powers authority serving the Cities of Gardena, Hawthorne,
 Manhattan Beach, Hermosa Beach and El Segundo.  In 2002, the RCC moved into its new state-of-the-art 20,000 square-foot 
communications facility located in the City of Hawthorne.

Over the past six years, the Authority has rebuilt all of its seven transmission/ receiver sites in the region, thereby providing 
optimal radio coverage between its home site, main facility and all police and fi re mobile and portable radios.

The RCC plays a pivotal role in emergency disaster responses with the utilization of state-of-the-art technology which allows
for inter-agency communications with outside agencies.  The technology for interoperable communications, acquired through
grants, enabled the RCC to build out its two primary transmission/receiver sites, one located in the City of Palos Verdes
Estates and the other at the RCC’s main facility in the City of Hawthorne.  Additional interoperability communications
equipment was recently installed into the City of Manhattan Beach’s emergency command vehicle, which provides a mobile
solution as needed.  Also, the RCC’s interoperability communications systems were designed to integrate with the Los Angeles
County Sheriff’s Department’s area-wide interoperability system, providing a chain of communications and interoperability 
across the entire Los Angeles County region.

The only mission of the RCC’s 61 employees is to provide emergency communications.  Minimum staffi ng of nine
communications operators 24 hours a day provides great depth for call load during large-scale emergencies/natural disasters.  
The RCC’s many tactical radio frequencies, which can be utilized by emergency response units, are also advantageous to
disaster preparedness.  The RCC’s main facility and all of its transmission/receiver sites were designed and built to withstand
large-scale earthquakes and provide stand-alone emergency power and back-up systems, which will allow for continuous
operation without outside infl uences.  The RCC also works closely with other very capable communications centers, such 
as Torrance, Redondo Beach and Inglewood, and provides back-up emergency communications for the Los Angeles County 
Fire Command & Control Center if their system fails.

For further information please contact: Ralph Mailloux, Executive Director at (310) 973-1802 or visit the RCC website:
www.rcc911.org.
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Hermosa Beach homeowners gathered recently at an Energy
Upgrade California Block Party to learn more about the
program, witness participating contractor Fred Koch of Energy 
Upgrade Pros / KOCH Development demonstrate how an
Energy Assessment works, and discover the benefi ts of having
an expert examine whether your home is working as effi ciently 
as it should be.  Just for attending the block party, the owners 
of two more Hermosa Beach homes won vouchers for a $300 
discount for an Energy Assessment of their very own.

Hermosa Beach residents Steve 
Pater and Baiba Glassford were 
one of the lucky households that 
will be receiving a discounted 
professional Energy Assessment 
from an Energy Upgrade
California participating contractor.
The report they receive from the 
contractor will confi rm some 
things that they already know, 
such as the fact that they would 
benefi t from wall insulation in

the parts of their home that don’t
already have it.  It will also tell 
them things that they may not 
know - like whether attic air is 
leaking into the rest of the home 
through ceiling light fi xtures, 
whether they have adequate fl oor 
insulation, or whether their gas 
appliances are venting properly.

An Energy Assessment is a crucial fi rst step to determining a
home’s current energy effi ciency and identifying what energy
saving measures could make the home perform better and be 
more comfortable and healthy. After completing an Energy
Assessment, these Hermosa Beach homeowners are well on their 
way to receiving up to $8,000 in incentives as part of an Energy 
Upgrade California project.  In addition, the Hermosa Beach 
City Council is rebating 50% of the permit fees for any Hermosa 
Beach homeowner that completes an Energy Upgrade project.

For examples of real-life Energy Upgrade California projects 
and to see what an Energy Assessment looks like, go online to: 
http://www.lacountymakeovercontest.org/county/losangeles/
index.html.

Leading by example, the City of Hermosa Beach recently
promoted Energy Upgrade California with a great banner strung
across Pacifi c Coast Highway alerting the over 55,000 South
Bay residents who drive by each day about the $8,000 in
rebates and incentives.

For further information regarding Energy Upgrade programs,
contact Grace Farwell-Granger at the South Bay Environmental
Services Center, (310) 371-7222 or by email: grace@sbesc.com.
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grand milestone in our history by participating in a variety of activities and events.  The Mayor and City Council
appointed a Centennial Committee to develop a yearlong celebration to commemorate the rich history of Torrance.  They have been
“Looking Back & Moving Forward” for many months to bring the community together to refl ect on what Torrance, California means.
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The kick-off event, “Lights, Camera, Action” was held November 6, 2011 with over 2,500 people gathering to point their new Pelican 
Product Flashlights towards the sky to spell out “Torrance Centennial – 1912 – 2012”.  Thanks to the Goodyear Blimp and Robinson 
Helicopter, a commemorative photograph was taken from high above to document this historic gathering.  The success of this event
has the community excited about what’s coming up.

Mark Your Calendar
Along with many other planned activities, City Council approved the Committee’s plan to construct a new Centennial Plaza at El Prado 
Park.  For just $150, you can assist with the Plaza construction and engrave your very own brick.  The bricks will be an integral part 
of the Centennial Plaza where a 100-year time capsule will be housed.  A dedication ceremony and community parade is planned for 
September 16, 2012.  The “Torrance Birthday Bash”, our culminating event will take place on October 28, 2012, it’s something you can’t 
afford to miss.  It will be more fun than you can ever imagine!

Looking Back & Moving Forward
Torrance, founded by Jared Sydney Torrance in 1912 is now the eighth largest city in Los Angeles County.  It is nestled in the heart of 
the Los Angeles County’s South Bay community with more than 147, 000 residents in 21.2 square miles.  Torrance has a daytime
population that increases by more than 200,000 due to its strong business community, vibrant community life and proximity to
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You can fi nd the Commemorative photo and everything else you want to know about upcoming events and celebrations by visiting our 
website at TorranceCentennial.org with links to Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube.

THE CITIES OF TORRANCE ANDTHE CITIES OF TORRANCE AND
MANHATTAN BEACH TURN 100 IN 2012MANHATTAN BEACH TURN 100 IN 2012

TORRANCE LOOKS BACK AND MOVES FORWARDTORRANCE LOOKS BACK AND MOVES FORWARD

The yearlong celebration of “100 Years of Sun, Sand, and Sea,” kicked off with the Holiday Fireworks 
extravaganza on December 11, 2011.  Numerous events will follow, culminating with a fantastic Fireworks 

Finale in December 2012.  January 29, 2012:  Manhattan Village Centennial Carnival,  February and March 2012:  Manhattan Beach 
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The Manhattan Beach City Council appointed a Centennial Committee to plan and spearhead the City’s 100th anniversary activities.  
A diverse group of 10 community members, the Committee has the event planning, fundraising, budgeting, volunteer coordination,
and marketing experience essential to the success of the celebration.  This group, along with Mayor Nicholas W. Tell, Jr., Councilmember
Richard M. Montgomery and staff liaisons, forms the core workgroup for the Centennial.  Ongoing ideas, enthusiasm, and input are 
sought and welcomed.
The Committee is a registered non-profi t organization (MB Centennial Foundation) formed to raise money for Centennial events 
through fundraising, sponsorships and donations. Donations are tax deductible (Tax-ID#27-3507649).
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The City of Manhattan Beach was incorporated December 2, 1912.  Unable to agree on a city name, real estate developers George Peck 
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Pier was dedicated on July 5, 1920. A state historic landmark, it is the oldest concrete pier on the West Coast.  Today the pier features 
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Measure R, the half-percent sales tax approved by Los
Angeles County voters in November 2008, dedicates more 
than $900 million during the next 30 years for operational 
improvements to the freeway and state highway network in 
the South Bay.  Local jurisdictions across the South Bay are 
in the fi rst stages of implementing approximately twenty
“early action” projects that will be constructed within fi ve years.
For more information, including a full list of early action 
projects, go to:  http://www.southbaycities.org/node/1060
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residential neighborhoods that refl ect the charm of the 
city, to uninterrupted beachfront bike and walk streets, 
and thriving business districts, Manhattan Beach has
everything needed to enjoy the Southern California
lifestyle. Today, as the City approaches its 100th anniversary,
it is inviting residents, friends, and families to join in the 
yearlong, community-wide planned celebrations!

On-line Information
For information on Centennial events, activities,
volunteering, sponsoring, or hosting your own Centennial
event, please visit our website at www.mb100.org.  We 
look forward to celebrating the memories of yesterday as 
the City begins its journey toward tomorrow.
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Results from the fi rst year of the project have confi rmed that 
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PROJECT EXTENDEDPROJECT EXTENDED

Find SBESC at www.sbesc.com

The South Bay Regional Public Communications Authority, also referred to as “RCC”
for “Radio Communications Center,” has provided police and fi re 911 dispatching since 
1977.  The RCC is a joint powers authority serving the Cities of Gardena, Hawthorne,
 Manhattan Beach, Hermosa Beach and El Segundo.  In 2002, the RCC moved into its new state-of-the-art 20,000 square-foot 
communications facility located in the City of Hawthorne.

Over the past six years, the Authority has rebuilt all of its seven transmission/ receiver sites in the region, thereby providing 
optimal radio coverage between its home site, main facility and all police and fi re mobile and portable radios.

The RCC plays a pivotal role in emergency disaster responses with the utilization of state-of-the-art technology which allows
for inter-agency communications with outside agencies.  The technology for interoperable communications, acquired through
grants, enabled the RCC to build out its two primary transmission/receiver sites, one located in the City of Palos Verdes
Estates and the other at the RCC’s main facility in the City of Hawthorne.  Additional interoperability communications
equipment was recently installed into the City of Manhattan Beach’s emergency command vehicle, which provides a mobile
solution as needed.  Also, the RCC’s interoperability communications systems were designed to integrate with the Los Angeles
County Sheriff’s Department’s area-wide interoperability system, providing a chain of communications and interoperability 
across the entire Los Angeles County region.

The only mission of the RCC’s 61 employees is to provide emergency communications.  Minimum staffi ng of nine
communications operators 24 hours a day provides great depth for call load during large-scale emergencies/natural disasters.  
The RCC’s many tactical radio frequencies, which can be utilized by emergency response units, are also advantageous to
disaster preparedness.  The RCC’s main facility and all of its transmission/receiver sites were designed and built to withstand
large-scale earthquakes and provide stand-alone emergency power and back-up systems, which will allow for continuous
operation without outside infl uences.  The RCC also works closely with other very capable communications centers, such 
as Torrance, Redondo Beach and Inglewood, and provides back-up emergency communications for the Los Angeles County 
Fire Command & Control Center if their system fails.

For further information please contact: Ralph Mailloux, Executive Director at (310) 973-1802 or visit the RCC website:
www.rcc911.org.
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HERMOSA BEACH HOMEOWNERSHERMOSA BEACH HOMEOWNERS
BENEFITTING FROM ENERGYBENEFITTING FROM ENERGY

UPGRADE CALIFORNIAUPGRADE CALIFORNIA

Hermosa Beach homeowners gathered recently at an Energy
Upgrade California Block Party to learn more about the
program, witness participating contractor Fred Koch of Energy 
Upgrade Pros / KOCH Development demonstrate how an
Energy Assessment works, and discover the benefi ts of having
an expert examine whether your home is working as effi ciently 
as it should be.  Just for attending the block party, the owners 
of two more Hermosa Beach homes won vouchers for a $300 
discount for an Energy Assessment of their very own.

Hermosa Beach residents Steve 
Pater and Baiba Glassford were 
one of the lucky households that 
will be receiving a discounted 
professional Energy Assessment 
from an Energy Upgrade
California participating contractor.
The report they receive from the 
contractor will confi rm some 
things that they already know, 
such as the fact that they would 
benefi t from wall insulation in

the parts of their home that don’t
already have it.  It will also tell 
them things that they may not 
know - like whether attic air is 
leaking into the rest of the home 
through ceiling light fi xtures, 
whether they have adequate fl oor 
insulation, or whether their gas 
appliances are venting properly.

An Energy Assessment is a crucial fi rst step to determining a
home’s current energy effi ciency and identifying what energy
saving measures could make the home perform better and be 
more comfortable and healthy. After completing an Energy
Assessment, these Hermosa Beach homeowners are well on their 
way to receiving up to $8,000 in incentives as part of an Energy 
Upgrade California project.  In addition, the Hermosa Beach 
City Council is rebating 50% of the permit fees for any Hermosa 
Beach homeowner that completes an Energy Upgrade project.

For examples of real-life Energy Upgrade California projects 
and to see what an Energy Assessment looks like, go online to: 
http://www.lacountymakeovercontest.org/county/losangeles/
index.html.

Leading by example, the City of Hermosa Beach recently
promoted Energy Upgrade California with a great banner strung
across Pacifi c Coast Highway alerting the over 55,000 South
Bay residents who drive by each day about the $8,000 in
rebates and incentives.

For further information regarding Energy Upgrade programs,
contact Grace Farwell-Granger at the South Bay Environmental
Services Center, (310) 371-7222 or by email: grace@sbesc.com.

Energy Upgrade street banner
Energy Upgrade Block

Party participants

SOUTH BAY REGIONALSOUTH BAY REGIONAL
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS AUTHORITYPUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS AUTHORITY

IN MEMORIAMIN MEMORIAM

GINNY LAMBERTGINNY LAMBERT
July 21, 1932 – October 30, 2011

The SBCCOG regrets the loss of a dear friend and colleague.

 SBCCOG Delegate 2000-2011

Council member for the City of Hawthorne for 21 years

The City of Torrance is celebrating its 100th Anniversary on October 21, 2012.  We invite you to be part of this 
grand milestone in our history by participating in a variety of activities and events.  The Mayor and City Council
appointed a Centennial Committee to develop a yearlong celebration to commemorate the rich history of Torrance.  They have been
“Looking Back & Moving Forward” for many months to bring the community together to refl ect on what Torrance, California means.

Celebration Begins
The kick-off event, “Lights, Camera, Action” was held November 6, 2011 with over 2,500 people gathering to point their new Pelican 
Product Flashlights towards the sky to spell out “Torrance Centennial – 1912 – 2012”.  Thanks to the Goodyear Blimp and Robinson 
Helicopter, a commemorative photograph was taken from high above to document this historic gathering.  The success of this event
has the community excited about what’s coming up.

Mark Your Calendar
Along with many other planned activities, City Council approved the Committee’s plan to construct a new Centennial Plaza at El Prado 
Park.  For just $150, you can assist with the Plaza construction and engrave your very own brick.  The bricks will be an integral part 
of the Centennial Plaza where a 100-year time capsule will be housed.  A dedication ceremony and community parade is planned for 
September 16, 2012.  The “Torrance Birthday Bash”, our culminating event will take place on October 28, 2012, it’s something you can’t 
afford to miss.  It will be more fun than you can ever imagine!

Looking Back & Moving Forward
Torrance, founded by Jared Sydney Torrance in 1912 is now the eighth largest city in Los Angeles County.  It is nestled in the heart of 
the Los Angeles County’s South Bay community with more than 147, 000 residents in 21.2 square miles.  Torrance has a daytime
population that increases by more than 200,000 due to its strong business community, vibrant community life and proximity to
downtown Los Angeles, the ports of Los Angeles, Long Beach, other beach cities and destination spots. It is a city that competes globally 
through its myriad of assets: diverse residents, fl ourishing businesses and safe neighborhoods.

On-line Information
You can fi nd the Commemorative photo and everything else you want to know about upcoming events and celebrations by visiting our 
website at TorranceCentennial.org with links to Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube.

THE CITIES OF TORRANCE ANDTHE CITIES OF TORRANCE AND
MANHATTAN BEACH TURN 100 IN 2012MANHATTAN BEACH TURN 100 IN 2012

TORRANCE LOOKS BACK AND MOVES FORWARDTORRANCE LOOKS BACK AND MOVES FORWARD

The yearlong celebration of “100 Years of Sun, Sand, and Sea,” kicked off with the Holiday Fireworks 
extravaganza on December 11, 2011.  Numerous events will follow, culminating with a fantastic Fireworks 

Finale in December 2012.  January 29, 2012:  Manhattan Village Centennial Carnival,  February and March 2012:  Manhattan Beach 
School Art Contest,  March 25, 2012:  Taste of Manhattan Beach,  May 19, 2012:  Manhattan Beach Centennial Parade and Historic 
Picnic,  July 2012:  MB100 Festival, Downtown Open House, and Pier Event,  September 22, 2012:  Manhattan Beach Centennial Ball,  
December 2012:  Holiday Fireworks Finale

The Manhattan Beach City Council appointed a Centennial Committee to plan and spearhead the City’s 100th anniversary activities.  
A diverse group of 10 community members, the Committee has the event planning, fundraising, budgeting, volunteer coordination,
and marketing experience essential to the success of the celebration.  This group, along with Mayor Nicholas W. Tell, Jr., Councilmember
Richard M. Montgomery and staff liaisons, forms the core workgroup for the Centennial.  Ongoing ideas, enthusiasm, and input are 
sought and welcomed.
The Committee is a registered non-profi t organization (MB Centennial Foundation) formed to raise money for Centennial events 
through fundraising, sponsorships and donations. Donations are tax deductible (Tax-ID#27-3507649).

Manhattan Beach: The History
The City of Manhattan Beach was incorporated December 2, 1912.  Unable to agree on a city name, real estate developers George Peck 
and John Merrill fl ipped a coin, and “Manhattan Beach” won, refl ecting Merrill’s east coast hometown. The iconic Manhattan Beach 
Pier was dedicated on July 5, 1920. A state historic landmark, it is the oldest concrete pier on the West Coast.  Today the pier features 
the Roundhouse Aquarium, teaching the wonders of local marine life.

During the 1920s and ‘30s visitors to Manhattan Beach came for the sun, sand and sea – many arriving on the “red car” trolley.
Nicknamed the “Pearl of the South Bay,” Manhattan Beach emerged as a truly special place for residents and visitors alike. From unique

MANHATTAN BEACH CELEBRATESMANHATTAN BEACH CELEBRATES
100 YEARS OF SUN, SAND AND SEA!100 YEARS OF SUN, SAND AND SEA!

C o n t i n u e d  t o  P a g e  4  

Measure R, the half-percent sales tax approved by Los
Angeles County voters in November 2008, dedicates more 
than $900 million during the next 30 years for operational 
improvements to the freeway and state highway network in 
the South Bay.  Local jurisdictions across the South Bay are 
in the fi rst stages of implementing approximately twenty
“early action” projects that will be constructed within fi ve years.
For more information, including a full list of early action 
projects, go to:  http://www.southbaycities.org/node/1060

SOUTH BAY MEASURE “R”SOUTH BAY MEASURE “R”
HIGHWAY PROGRAM –HIGHWAY PROGRAM –

1 STST PROJECTS TO START SOONPROJECTS TO START SOON

residential neighborhoods that refl ect the charm of the 
city, to uninterrupted beachfront bike and walk streets, 
and thriving business districts, Manhattan Beach has
everything needed to enjoy the Southern California
lifestyle. Today, as the City approaches its 100th anniversary,
it is inviting residents, friends, and families to join in the 
yearlong, community-wide planned celebrations!

On-line Information
For information on Centennial events, activities,
volunteering, sponsoring, or hosting your own Centennial
event, please visit our website at www.mb100.org.  We 
look forward to celebrating the memories of yesterday as 
the City begins its journey toward tomorrow.

C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e 3

MANHATTAN BEACHMANHATTAN BEACH
CELEBRATES 100 YEARSCELEBRATES 100 YEARS
OF SUN,  SAND AND SEA!OF SUN,  SAND AND SEA!

The LUV Project – testing local use neighborhood electric 
vehicles – has been extended for another year through
additional funding from the Air Quality Management District.  
Results from the fi rst year of the project have confi rmed that 
as a secondary household vehicle, LUVs can serve many of a 
household’s trip needs.  With this extension, SBCCOG can 
respond to at least some of the over 200 people on our project 
waiting list.  For more information, go to:
http://www.southbaycities.org/node/1059

LUV DEMONSTRATIONLUV DEMONSTRATION

PROJECT EXTENDEDPROJECT EXTENDED

Find SBESC at www.sbesc.com

The South Bay Regional Public Communications Authority, also referred to as “RCC”
for “Radio Communications Center,” has provided police and fi re 911 dispatching since 
1977.  The RCC is a joint powers authority serving the Cities of Gardena, Hawthorne,
 Manhattan Beach, Hermosa Beach and El Segundo.  In 2002, the RCC moved into its new state-of-the-art 20,000 square-foot 
communications facility located in the City of Hawthorne.

Over the past six years, the Authority has rebuilt all of its seven transmission/ receiver sites in the region, thereby providing 
optimal radio coverage between its home site, main facility and all police and fi re mobile and portable radios.

The RCC plays a pivotal role in emergency disaster responses with the utilization of state-of-the-art technology which allows
for inter-agency communications with outside agencies.  The technology for interoperable communications, acquired through
grants, enabled the RCC to build out its two primary transmission/receiver sites, one located in the City of Palos Verdes
Estates and the other at the RCC’s main facility in the City of Hawthorne.  Additional interoperability communications
equipment was recently installed into the City of Manhattan Beach’s emergency command vehicle, which provides a mobile
solution as needed.  Also, the RCC’s interoperability communications systems were designed to integrate with the Los Angeles
County Sheriff’s Department’s area-wide interoperability system, providing a chain of communications and interoperability 
across the entire Los Angeles County region.

The only mission of the RCC’s 61 employees is to provide emergency communications.  Minimum staffi ng of nine
communications operators 24 hours a day provides great depth for call load during large-scale emergencies/natural disasters.  
The RCC’s many tactical radio frequencies, which can be utilized by emergency response units, are also advantageous to
disaster preparedness.  The RCC’s main facility and all of its transmission/receiver sites were designed and built to withstand
large-scale earthquakes and provide stand-alone emergency power and back-up systems, which will allow for continuous
operation without outside infl uences.  The RCC also works closely with other very capable communications centers, such 
as Torrance, Redondo Beach and Inglewood, and provides back-up emergency communications for the Los Angeles County 
Fire Command & Control Center if their system fails.

For further information please contact: Ralph Mailloux, Executive Director at (310) 973-1802 or visit the RCC website:
www.rcc911.org.
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CALIFORNIA’S DIGITAL DIVIDECALIFORNIA’S DIGITAL DIVIDE

Natural events or manmade disasters usually come 
with little or no warning.  Earthquakes, tsunamis,
levee breaks, water shortage, and no oil are all 
potential threats.  This year, we will be focusing on 
preparing for emergencies and managing recovery, as 
well as highlighting any special considerations due to 
the South Bay’s proximity to LAX and the Ports.

Dr. Lucy Jones from the U.S. Geological Survey will 
kick-off the event by setting the stage by reviewing the 
types of disasters that we need to be prepared for.
Dr. Jones is a seismologist and public voice for
earthquake science and earthquake safety in California.
She has been with the US Geological Survey and 
a Visiting Research Associate at the Seismological 
Laboratory of Caltech since 1983. She is currently 
serving as the Chief Scientist of the USGS
Multi-Hazards Demonstration Project for Southern
California, developing a new program to integrate 
hazards science in urban areas with economic analysis 
and emergency response to increase community
resiliency to natural disasters.

Ryan Rockabrand from the LA County Offi ce of 
Emergency Management will represent the LA
Operational Alliance.  He will provide a description
of what our current resources are and explain some 
of the cooperative efforts for preparedness and 
recovery.  Topics we will be asking our other speakers 
to cover include:  preparing for recovery in advance; 
how to assure government and business continuity
what will happen to natural resources such as our 
water supply; and what could be happening in the 
surrounding regions that could affect the South Bay.

As at each of our General Assemblies, we will be 
inviting our county, state and federal legislators to 
give us their perspectives as well.  Supervisor Mark 
Ridley-Thomas has already confi rmed that he will
be speaking.

The event is free because of the generous contributions 
by our sponsors.  If you or your company would like to 
sponsor this event, please contact
rosemary@southbaycities.org.

And you can register now @ www.southbaycities.org

Hope to see you there!

FEBRUARY 24,  2012 –  13TH ANNUAL GENERAL ASSEMBLYFEBRUARY 24,  2012 –  13TH ANNUAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY
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BE PREPARED: PREVENTING DISASTERS/PLANNING FOR RECOVERYBE PREPARED: PREVENTING DISASTERS/PLANNING FOR RECOVERY
Excerpt and data from: http://www.ppic.org “Just the facts”, June 2011
 

INTERNET USE AND BROADBAND ACCESSINTERNET USE AND BROADBAND ACCESS
ARE WIDESPREAD AMONG CALIFORNIANS…ARE WIDESPREAD AMONG CALIFORNIANS…

A large majority of Californians have a broadband Internet connection at home (72%, up from 
55% in 2008). Broadband use at home is 11 points higher in California than in the nation as a whole: 
In a recent Pew Internet & American Life Project survey, 61% of adults nationwide reported having
broadband. Currently, 84% of Californians use the Internet (up from 70% in 2008), compared to 
77% of adults nationwide. A large majority of Californians have a broadband Internet connection at 
home (72%, up from 55% in 2008). Broadband use at home is 11 points higher in California than
in the nation as a whole: In a recent Pew Internet & American Life Project survey, 61% of adults
nationwide reported having broadband. Currently, 84% of Californians use the Internet (up from 
70% in 2008), compared to 77% of adults nationwide.

But demographic differences are striking…
Despite a 21-point increase in broadband use among Latinos since 2008 (rising from 34% to 55%), 
other racial/ethnic groups are still much more likely to use broadband: whites (81%), Asians (76%), 
and blacks (74%). Still, the divide between Latinos and other racial/ethnic groups has narrowed 
somewhat since 2008 (minus 8 points compared to whites, minus 12 points compared to Asians, and 
minus 13 points compared to blacks). Similarly, despite a 27-point increase in broadband use among 
non-citizens since 2008 (rising from 23% to 50%), U.S.-born residents (80%) and naturalized citizens 
(64%) are still more likely to report broadband use. Still, although a gap remains, the divide between 
U.S-born residents and non-citizens has narrowed by 14 points since 2008. Broadband use is higher 
among college graduates (90%) and those with some college education (84%) than among less
educated Californians (53%). Similarly, broadband use is higher among adults with household 
incomes of $80,000 or more (93%) and among those who earn between $40,000 and $80,000 (82%) 
than among less affl uent Californians (58%). Higher br 08) and in the Orange/San Diego County area 
(76%, up 18 points) than by residents in the Central Valley (70%, up 17), Los Angeles (68%, up 20), 
and the Inland Empire (66%, up 10).

A survey recently published by PPIC (Public Policy in California) in collaboration with CETF
(California Emerging Technology Fund) provides the following data regarding information technology 
in California:

• 72% subscribe to broadband (55% in 2008)

• 84% use the internet (70% in 2008)

• 52% use social networking (26% in 2008)

• 53% access government services (43% in 2008)

• 66% access news (55% in 2008)

• 64% shop (52% in 2008)

• 61% access health information (50% in 2008)

• 59% access Community Information (47% in 2008)

• 45% access housing information (44% in 2008)

For a copy of the PPIC 2011 Statewide Survey, “Californians and Information Technology” go to:
http://www.ppic.org/content/pubs/survey/S_611MBS.pdf

THANKS TO SBESC VOLUNTEERS
The South Bay Cities Council of Governments (SBCCOG) held a reception on November 17, 2011 to honor our South Bay 
Environmental Services Center (SBESC) volunteers and specifi cally those who have provided more than 100 hours of service.
Volunteers were honored by the SBCCOG Boardmembers and legislative offi ces for contributing over 5,499 hours supporting 
staff in educating and reaching out to South Bay businesses, residents and public agencies about the importance of energy
effi ciency and water conservation. Volunteers staff exhibits at community outreach events and help with inventory maintenance, 
data input, labeling brochures, preparing materials for workshops and events as well as assisting staff with meetings and special 
events. They are also on hand for general offi ce support.  We could not deliver the very active outreach and education program to 
the community that we do without them.  They add value to the center’s efforts in improving the quality of life for those who live, 
play and work in the South Bay.

The SBESC welcomes those interested in joining our volunteer program.  Training is offered and we do our best to be fl exible with 
schedules.  For more information, please visit our website at www.sbesc.com or contact Volunteer Coordinator, Martha Segovia, at 
310-371-7222 x 209.  Volunteer applications can be found at www.sbesc.com/programs/volunteers.

VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION

Volunteer Coordinator Martha Segovia with honorees: Natalia Aguilar, Max Van Blaricom, Kiran Magiawala, Del Dorsey, John Manzano,
Sunny Moss, Rosemary Vullo, Molly Warren, Rachel Warren,  Denise Braun, Diane Berg, Kathy Young,  Loretta Harrison, Ingrid Nugent
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A large majority of Californians have a broadband Internet connection at home (72%, up from 
55% in 2008). Broadband use at home is 11 points higher in California than in the nation as a whole: 
In a recent Pew Internet & American Life Project survey, 61% of adults nationwide reported having
broadband. Currently, 84% of Californians use the Internet (up from 70% in 2008), compared to 
77% of adults nationwide. A large majority of Californians have a broadband Internet connection at 
home (72%, up from 55% in 2008). Broadband use at home is 11 points higher in California than
in the nation as a whole: In a recent Pew Internet & American Life Project survey, 61% of adults
nationwide reported having broadband. Currently, 84% of Californians use the Internet (up from 
70% in 2008), compared to 77% of adults nationwide.

But demographic differences are striking…
Despite a 21-point increase in broadband use among Latinos since 2008 (rising from 34% to 55%), 
other racial/ethnic groups are still much more likely to use broadband: whites (81%), Asians (76%), 
and blacks (74%). Still, the divide between Latinos and other racial/ethnic groups has narrowed 
somewhat since 2008 (minus 8 points compared to whites, minus 12 points compared to Asians, and 
minus 13 points compared to blacks). Similarly, despite a 27-point increase in broadband use among 
non-citizens since 2008 (rising from 23% to 50%), U.S.-born residents (80%) and naturalized citizens 
(64%) are still more likely to report broadband use. Still, although a gap remains, the divide between 
U.S-born residents and non-citizens has narrowed by 14 points since 2008. Broadband use is higher 
among college graduates (90%) and those with some college education (84%) than among less
educated Californians (53%). Similarly, broadband use is higher among adults with household 
incomes of $80,000 or more (93%) and among those who earn between $40,000 and $80,000 (82%) 
than among less affl uent Californians (58%). Higher br 08) and in the Orange/San Diego County area 
(76%, up 18 points) than by residents in the Central Valley (70%, up 17), Los Angeles (68%, up 20), 
and the Inland Empire (66%, up 10).

A survey recently published by PPIC (Public Policy in California) in collaboration with CETF
(California Emerging Technology Fund) provides the following data regarding information technology 
in California:

• 72% subscribe to broadband (55% in 2008)

• 84% use the internet (70% in 2008)

• 52% use social networking (26% in 2008)

• 53% access government services (43% in 2008)

• 66% access news (55% in 2008)

• 64% shop (52% in 2008)

• 61% access health information (50% in 2008)

• 59% access Community Information (47% in 2008)

• 45% access housing information (44% in 2008)

For a copy of the PPIC 2011 Statewide Survey, “Californians and Information Technology” go to:
http://www.ppic.org/content/pubs/survey/S_611MBS.pdf

THANKS TO SBESC VOLUNTEERS
The South Bay Cities Council of Governments (SBCCOG) held a reception on November 17, 2011 to honor our South Bay 
Environmental Services Center (SBESC) volunteers and specifi cally those who have provided more than 100 hours of service.
Volunteers were honored by the SBCCOG Boardmembers and legislative offi ces for contributing over 5,499 hours supporting 
staff in educating and reaching out to South Bay businesses, residents and public agencies about the importance of energy
effi ciency and water conservation. Volunteers staff exhibits at community outreach events and help with inventory maintenance, 
data input, labeling brochures, preparing materials for workshops and events as well as assisting staff with meetings and special 
events. They are also on hand for general offi ce support.  We could not deliver the very active outreach and education program to 
the community that we do without them.  They add value to the center’s efforts in improving the quality of life for those who live, 
play and work in the South Bay.

The SBESC welcomes those interested in joining our volunteer program.  Training is offered and we do our best to be fl exible with 
schedules.  For more information, please visit our website at www.sbesc.com or contact Volunteer Coordinator, Martha Segovia, at 
310-371-7222 x 209.  Volunteer applications can be found at www.sbesc.com/programs/volunteers.

VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION

Volunteer Coordinator Martha Segovia with honorees: Natalia Aguilar, Max Van Blaricom, Kiran Magiawala, Del Dorsey, John Manzano,
Sunny Moss, Rosemary Vullo, Molly Warren, Rachel Warren,  Denise Braun, Diane Berg, Kathy Young,  Loretta Harrison, Ingrid Nugent
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