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CALIFORNIA AT A GLANCECALIFORNIA AT A GLANCE

Who we are — People are drawn to California to pursue their dreams from all
  over the country and the world.

• California has almost 37 million people in it, with 5 million new people in the
  past ten years

• One in four Californians was born in another state.

• One in four Californians was born in another country.

What we do — Californians are creative inventors:

• Californians create 20,000 new inventions per year, more than the next four states combined

• California’s research universities are world famous. And, more Nobel prize winners live
  in California than any other state.

• Californians invented the movies, the fi rst blue jeans, the Frisbee, the beginning of the
  computer and many high tech products

• Californians also lead the way in designing motion pictures, video games, surf gear,
  apparel and cars.

Our state — California has one of the strongest economies in the world:

• California has the 6th largest economy in the world (over $1.5 trillion dollars).

• Famous companies started in California include Levi’s, Disney, Wells Fargo, MGM,
  Hughes Aircraft, Apple and Google.

• More than 1⁄5th of the nation’s trade passes through California where it is unloaded
  and distributed to the rest of the U.S. and abroad.

• Californians are farmers to the nation and the world with 350 crops; 1 out of every 5
  glasses of milk consumed in the U.S. is from California as are 8 out of 10 avocados, and
  2 out of 3 bottles of wine.

• Tourists are drawn to California to experience treasures like Yosemite, Lake Tahoe,
  Hollywood, the San Francisco cable cars, our beaches and of course, our weather.

Courtesy of  http://www.nextten.org

South Bay cities are committed to activities that 
reduce their carbon footprint, raise awareness of 
climate change, and create communities dedicated 
to sustainability. Cities have taken proactive steps to 
mitigate their impact on the environment and promote 
environmental stewardship through actions at the 
government operations and community levels through 
the development of municipal and community green 
house gas (GHG) emission inventories.

In 2008, cities joined the SBCCOG’s efforts maximizing
resources and working collectively to incorporate a
systems approach to reducing GHG emissions.  Starting
by establishing municipal inventories with the support 
of the SBCCOG, South Bay cities can now assess the 
emissions related to government-operated facilities, 
streetlights, vehicle fl eet and equipment, employee
commuting, and waste generated by city operated 
and owned facilities.  This assessment also creates a 
pathway for cities to identify and develop measures/
strategies to reduce GHG such as:

• increasing energy effi ciency in facilities
 and vehicle fl eets

• utilizing renewable energy sources

• enacting sustainable purchasing policies

• reducing waste

• creating programs that encourage alternative
 modes of transportation for employees

The co-benefi t of these measures/strategies for both 
cities and their communities may include lower
energy bills, improved air quality, and more effi cient 
government operations.

To further their efforts, many cities have formed
Environmental Advisory Committees or Green Task 
Force groups involving various departments within
city operations.  Working together, city personnel
collaborate on creating and implementing environ-
mental programs and policies that will help steer city 
activities towards energy effi ciency and conservation.

Funding for these initiatives has recently come from
the Federal Government under the Energy Effi ciency 
and Conservation Block Grant program (EECBG).  
Some of the improvements cities will implement
include: replacement of HVAC systems, upgrade
exterior and interior lighting, and conversion of
yellow traffi c signal lights to LED technology.

The next step currently underway is the development 
of city community inventories. Community inventories
provide a foundation for evaluating how best a city
can impact emissions within its jurisdictional boundary.
Over the past several months the SBCCOG has been 
working to supply its member cities with community-
wide information on primary GHG reporting sectors: 
residential, commercial, industrial, transportation,
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LUV OUR FUTURE!LUV OUR FUTURE!

In April 2010, the City of Hermosa Beach Community Resources Department
opened their new Senior Activity Center. The group at the Senior Activity 
Center is called “Hermosa Five-O,” a name which represents the vitality and 
energy of Hermosa while appealing to those who are 50 years young (Five-O) 
and above, which is the age requirement for the center. The Senior Activity
Center is located in two adjoining rooms of the Community Center @
710 Pier Ave in Hermosa Beach. A grant from the Los Angeles County
Regional Park and Open Space District, Fourth Supervisorial District,
Supervisor Don Knabe, funded the renovations.

Both rooms were designed to provide a unique experience for visitors. The 
beautifully decorated living area provides a place to relax, socialize, play games, 
read, join discussion groups and will soon have a large screen television for 
viewing movies and sports.  The kitchen area boasts a “warming kitchen” with a 

large serving counter and dining 
area. The room’s original wood fl ooring was restored, providing a perfect surface
for our popular fi tness classes and Bingo Blast game. This space also has a 40” 
fl at screen television, donated by Best Buy in El Segundo. The screen is used 
for “Wii Fit” where you can join in the fun playing tennis, golf, bowling, 
and other games using the Wii entertainment system! Watch for upcoming 
additions of computer classes, crafts, cooking classes, lectures and more fi tness 
programs. The current calendar of activities and newsletter can be found at 
www.hermosabch.org by clicking on ‘Seniors Corner.’ Copies are also available 
for pickup at the Community Center. Call Community Resources at (310) 
318-0280 for more information.

Call Lisa Nichols, Recreation Specialist at City of Hermosa Beach Community
Resources for more information. The number is (310)318-0280.
Become a fan of Community Resources on Facebook!

HERMOSA BEACHHERMOSA BEACH
SENIOR ACTIVITY CENTERSENIOR ACTIVITY CENTER

Friends of the South Bay
Environmental Services Center

– 2010 –
Chevron Products Company
Providence Little Co. of Mary

Medical Center Torrance
Time Warner Cable

Water Replenishment District
Special thanks to our Friends

for their continued support of energy
efficiency and water conservation

To Be a Friend or for more information,
contact marilyn@sbesc.com

A place to relax or socialize 

Attractive and comfortable areas

While traffi c continues to worsen, planners around the nation are attempting to address our transportation
issues in ways that help us get around while reducing Green House Gas emissions and other pollutants in the 
process. Most planners have focussed on solutions for urban areas like rail lines and bus rapid transit.  In the 
South Bay we face the challenge of fi nding solutions for suburban areas that may not be the same as for an
urban area.  For example, the South Bay is not crisscrossed by bus lines and rail just touches our area.  Because
of our suburban nature, the SBCCOG, in collaboration with the South Coast Air Quality Management District,
has developed a demonstration program for Local Use Vehicles (LUVs).
LUV vehicles are zero emission, low speed electric vehicles 
that are used for circulation within a neighborhood setting.  
Many of the trips taken by South Bay residents and businesses 
today are less than 3 miles and are typically driven in long 
range, full size, full speed vehicles powered by the internal 
combustion engine.  This project is testing the idea that
different types of vehicles should be used for different purposes.
In other words - full speed vehicles should be used for long
distance driving, while LUV vehicles can be used for local trips.
Other potential benefi ts include reductions of pollutants and 
carbon emissions per mile; emissions from cold starts; fuel 
costs per mile; total gasoline consumption per household; and 
overall congestion.

The term ‘local use’ vehicle is an umbrella term for many types of low speed vehicles.  The specifi c vehicles being deployed in the LUV
demonstration program are commonly known as neighborhood electric vehicles. They are typically half to two thirds the size of a standard 
car and are limited to 25 MPH.
Neighborhood electric vehicles have been around only since 1998 and are not familiar to most travelers.  Bicycles and motor scooters are
examples of Local Use Vehicles that are already popular.  Segways are another example which are gaining in popularity.
In the demonstration program, the SBCCOG will be loaning LUVs to community members and institutions in and around the Riviera
Village area which is particularly suitable to LUV driving.  So far the SBCCOG has placed fi ve of these vehicles with local community
members and institutions who are driving them for three to six months before they are rotated to new drivers.
Driving patterns will be recorded by GPS units in each of the vehicles and analyzed along with feedback from the drivers to determine how
Local Use Vehicles can be used effectively and to highlight the barriers to further use.  This type of study is the fi rst of its kind and will be used 
to inform land use and transportation planning as it relates to cost effectively reducing emissions for local travel 

within South Bay neighborhoods.
Currently the fi ve Local Use Vehicles that SBCCOG is deploying include two 
Wheego Whips - a stylish two seat hatchback; a Columbia Summit - an industrial 
four seater; a GEM e4 - a light weight four seater; and, a Vantage CrewCab - a 
four seater pickup truck.  This number is likely to expand in the future, so keep 
your eyes out for our LUV logo on vehicles driving around the Riviera Village 
area. For further information, contact dmagarian@southbaycities.org.
 Local Use - Local Vehicles  •  LUV your neighborhood!

LUV VehicleC o n t i n u e d  t o  P a g e  5

LUV OUR FUTURE!LUV OUR FUTURE!
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  1

CONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONS
ARE IN ORDER TO THEARE IN ORDER TO THE

PORT OF LOS ANGELES GIS TEAMPORT OF LOS ANGELES GIS TEAM

Members of our SBCCOG GIS Working Group have won the 
Special Achievements in GIS (SAG) award for their achievements in 
Enterprise GIS.

Recipients of the Special Achievement in GIS award are submitted
by ESRI staff from thousands of organizations worldwide, then
personally reviewed and selected by Jack Dangermond, president
and founder of ESRI.

For more information on the SBCCOG GIS Working Group
contact Josi Jenneskens at  jjennesk@carson.ca.us

C o n t i n u e d  t o  P a g e  4

Wheego WhipColumbia Summit
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Recently all South Bay residents and small Mom and Pop 
sized businesses received a notice from Southern California
Edison (SCE) that they soon will be receiving new  SmartConnect
meters.  Why is this happening and what is the benefi t?

The California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC)
authorized the state’s investor owned utilities, such as SCE,
to replace conventional customer meters with smart meters in 
order to give consumers greater control over their energy use.  
Smart meters enable SCE to provide customers with detailed 
information about their energy usage at different times of the 
day, which in turn enables customers to manage their energy 
use more proactively.  This gives residents more control in 
managing monthly costs.

Other benefi ts include faster outage detection and restoration 
of service.  If you elect to participate in time-based rates
offered by your utility, you have the opportunity to lower your 
electricity use during “peak” periods (the peak period for most 
utilities is summer afternoons) and potentially save money on 
your monthly electric bill.

In conjunction with the installation of the new smart meters, 
during the fall of 2010, new Edison SmartConnect incentive 
programs will be offered and you can begin viewing your
personal electric usage information online at www.sce.com.

Future benefi ts of SmartMeters may include an in-home
display device that communicates wirelessly with a smart meter 
to monitor usage and costs in real-time.  This could allow for 
the opportunity to choose when to use a high energy usage 
appliance or when to turn it off.

The more control we have over the time we use energy, and 
how we use it, the less need there is to build power plants.  Until
we reduce the demand, the utilities must plan for occasional 
peak demand, which is very expensive and ends up being 
refl ected in higher energy costs for the ratepayer.

The choice is being put in your hands. The South Bay Cities 
Environmental Services Center is here to help provide you 
with the most up-to-date information to allow you to make the 
most informed decisions about Saving Water, Energy, Money 
and the Environment.

Call us today if you would like to become a volunteer, need a 
speaker for your organization, business or home owner
association or just have a question.  Our offi ce is open
Monday through Friday from 9 a.m to 5 p.m. and is located 
at 15901 Hawthorne Boulevard, Suite 400, Lawndale, CA 
(Hawthorne Blvd @ 405 freeway) or contact us at 310-371-7222 
or www.sbesc.com.

A SYSTEMATIC APPROACH TOA SYSTEMATIC APPROACH TO
FREEWAY AND ARTERIAL MANAGEMENTFREEWAY AND ARTERIAL MANAGEMENT

by Bill Workman, Redondo Beach City Manager

I was in China less than 48 hours when the new world economy became
abundantly clear to me.  My education in geography, public administration and 
business did not prepare me for what I saw and learned about the awaking giant 
that China is today.  It was because of Redondo Beach’s participation in the Sister 
City International program that I had the opportunity to visit China this year and 
gain new insights about the state of our world.

The Sister Cities International program permits communities to establish
meaningful and lasting global connections.  It is called a “Global Citizen Diplomacy”
program.  The active engagement of citizen volunteers in organizing Sister City 
programs, fund raising and exchanges is critical to maintaining successful Sister 
City relationships.  Citizens enjoy developing personal long term cross-border 
friendships, creating economic ties and breaking down cultural stereotypes.

The City of Redondo Beach has Sister City relationships with- Zhangjagang, China; Ensenada, Mexico; and, La Paz, Mexico.  Redondo 
Beach has also had a rich, long term informal relationship with Beijing, China and a new emerging relationship with Chendgu, China.  
Chendgu is the capital of the Sichuan Province.  A “Friendship Agreement” was signed with the Wenjiang District of Chengdu during 
Redondo Beach’s March trip to China.

During the March trip, Redondo Beach citizens, business owners and city offi cials spent twelve days exploring the culture, governmental 
services, business practices and educational methods of the Chinese.  A high school student exchange program was negotiated.  In July, 
twenty top notch Zhangjagang students will arrive in Redondo Beach to learn about America. The “Friendship Agreement” negotiated with 
Wenjiang calls for mutual development of business, arts, cultural and educational activities.

Author Thomas Friedman is right - - - The World is Flat.  Redondo Beach has recognized this fact of global living and is committed to 
positive international relationships through the Sister City International program. Information about launching a Sister City relationship 
can be found at  http://www.sister-cities.org/ 

The Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) is developing Corridor System Management Plans
for the I-405 and I-210 freeways. By looking at the traffi c fl ow as well as using detection devices, improvements can 
be considered to address identifi ed problems and bottlenecks.  The SBCCOG through funding from SCAG has 
sponsored a similar study for  local arterials which would be effected by the freeways. The study focused on a 1.8 mile 
segment of Carson Street located between the I-110 and I-405 freeways. In addition to its proximity to the managed 
freeway corridor, Carson Street was an ideal candidate for corridor management because: (1) it was to undergo signal 
coordination during the study period; (2) both the City of Carson and Los Angeles County have responsibilities for its 
signal timing; and (3) it is located just to the west of a Carson Street designated truck route.

The project team, led by Berkeley Transportation Systems, developed an approach that included installing in-road
detection at key corridor locations, developing a custom web-based monitoring system to compute and report arterial 
performance measures in real-time, and writing a Model Arterial Corridor Management Plan to guide future efforts on 
other networks.

In June 2009, 125 Sensys wireless detectors were installed in every approach lane of the eight signalized corridor 
intersections. Detectors were also installed at four midblock locations (two in each direction of travel) to reporting travel
speeds, and in some intersection departure lanes. From this detailed detector data, the performance measurement
software uses methods specifi ed in the Highway Capacity Manual to calculate common benchmarks of arterial 
performance, such as control delay, queue lengths, and travel times. These measures can then be reported to those 
responsible for operational fl ow through a web-based system, providing real-time access to multiple jurisdictions across 
institutional boundaries.

Since the performance monitoring detection and software has been in place for almost a year, huge amounts of data 
are available to provide information on corridor travel patterns, trends, and performance defi ciencies. Agencies can 
investigate calculated performance measures for any 5-minute, hourly, or daily time period at any intersection approach 
lane over the study period. For example, average hourly and daily traffi c volumes can be viewed in July and compared 
to those measured in October and February to gauge differences in seasonal traffi c patterns. Time periods can be
identifi ed that experience unusually high traffi c volumes, due to special events or other circumstances, and signal
timing plans can be evaluated for their performance under these instances of heavy demand. Maximum queue lengths 
can be observed at locations where storage lengths are of concern. The purpose of these types of analyses is to help 
agencies identify corridor defi ciencies and evaluate which operational and infrastructure improvements will provide 
the highest return on investments.

Some of the fi ndings presented in the project team’s Arterial Corridor Performance Assessment Report are described 
below: 

Travel Patterns: The peak hour of weekday corridor travel is at 5:00 PM with about 1,000 vehicles per hour.
 Smaller demand peaks are seen at 7:00 AM and 12:00 PM. Volumes are slightly higher in the westbound direction
 in the morning and in the eastbound direction in the evening. There is little variability in day-to-day corridor
 demand, indicating that special event traffi c has minimal impact on corridor operations.

Traffi c Signal Coordination: The intersections on the study corridor were retimed for coordination in the middle
 of the study period, allowing for an analysis of improvements in control delay, travel times, and progression
 quality (the percentage of vehicles that arrive at a green light). The fi ndings showed that the coordination project
 had a positive impact on Carson Street travel, with the percentage of vehicles arriving at a green light improving
 by up to 20% at the major intersection of Carson Street and Avalon. As a result of this progression improvement,
 corridor travel times also decreased by up to 10% in the midday period in the eastbound direction. The coordination
 diagram below illustrates the typical progression on Eastbound Carson Street during weekdays from 3:00 PM-6:00 PM.
 Vehicles that depart Figueroa Street near the beginning or end of the green light will only encounter one red light
 at Main Street. Some of the vehicles that depart Figueroa Street near the middle of the green light will have to stop
 at Dolores Street, but others will experience only green lights along the corridor.

Truck Traffi c: Given the industrial land uses in the City of Carson, truck traffi c was investigated using the vehicle
 length data reported by mid-block detectors. Results showed that, while truck traffi c composes up to 8% of
 corridor traffi c in the early AM hour, it does not seem to negatively impact performance.

The results of this study showed that corridor management practices can help agencies clearly quantify the impacts of 
operational improvements and thus optimize their investment portfolios. The approaches can be applied to other areas 
to monitor and improve performance.

For further information on this study, contact kim@southbaycities.org
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After the April city elections this year, the SBC-
COG lost our chair as Kelly McDowell, Mayor of El 
Segundo, decided not to run for re-election.  The 
Board has elected new offi cers who started their 
service in April 2010 and will be in offi ce until June 
2011.  They are:

 Judy Mitchell, SBCCOG Chair
  Councilmember, Rolling Hills Estates

 Ellen Perkins, SBCCOG 1st Vice Chair
  Councilmember, Palos Verdes Estates

 Susan Rhilinger, SBCCOG 2nd Vice Chair
  Councilmember, Torrance

 Steve Diels, SBCCOG Immediate Past Chair
  Councilmember, Redondo Beach

SBCCOG PICKSSBCCOG PICKS
NEW OFFICERSNEW OFFICERS

Wonder who is responsible for the SBCCOG’s great General Assemblies? 
It’s our very own secret weapon, Kim Fuentes, Executive Deputy Director 
She’s already getting ready for February25, 2011 so Save the Date!

THE SBCCOG’S SECRET WEAPONTHE SBCCOG’S SECRET WEAPON

Chinese Zhangjiagang High School students, speaking in 
English, urging our Redondo Beach Sister City delegation’s 
adoption of a student exchange program. Photo taken by

Bill Workman during the March 2010 China visit.

South Bay Environmental Services CenterSouth Bay Environmental Services Center
15901 Hawthorne Blvd, Suite 400 Lawndale, CA 9026015901 Hawthorne Blvd, Suite 400 Lawndale, CA 90260

info@sbesc.cominfo@sbesc.com
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and waste.  By quantifying emissions in these sectors, policy makers and stakeholders will be able to set targets to reduce
community emissions by a designated year.  And by implementing reduction strategies such as water conservation guidelines, 
waste prevention and recycling programs, adopting building codes over and above Title 24 energy requirements, and participating
in the Energy Upgrade Los Angeles County program (which will provide residents with fi nancing for solar or other renewable 
energy home improvements) cities will be able to meet their desired goals.  In the process of implementing these actions, cities can 
continue to encourage their residents and businesses to conserve and develop sustainable practices.

Climate change is a global issue that cannot be abated by local governments alone, though cities have a key role to play because 
their policies can signifi cantly reduce GHG emissions from a range of sources. Cities have an opportunity to lead by example and 
address the threat of climate change because they have a broad infl uence over activities in their communities that generate GHG 
emissions.

For further information contact Heidi Aten at heidi@sbesc.com 310-371-7222 x202.

C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  1
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Recently all South Bay residents and small Mom and Pop 
sized businesses received a notice from Southern California
Edison (SCE) that they soon will be receiving new  SmartConnect
meters.  Why is this happening and what is the benefi t?

The California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC)
authorized the state’s investor owned utilities, such as SCE,
to replace conventional customer meters with smart meters in 
order to give consumers greater control over their energy use.  
Smart meters enable SCE to provide customers with detailed 
information about their energy usage at different times of the 
day, which in turn enables customers to manage their energy 
use more proactively.  This gives residents more control in 
managing monthly costs.

Other benefi ts include faster outage detection and restoration 
of service.  If you elect to participate in time-based rates
offered by your utility, you have the opportunity to lower your 
electricity use during “peak” periods (the peak period for most 
utilities is summer afternoons) and potentially save money on 
your monthly electric bill.

In conjunction with the installation of the new smart meters, 
during the fall of 2010, new Edison SmartConnect incentive 
programs will be offered and you can begin viewing your
personal electric usage information online at www.sce.com.

Future benefi ts of SmartMeters may include an in-home
display device that communicates wirelessly with a smart meter 
to monitor usage and costs in real-time.  This could allow for 
the opportunity to choose when to use a high energy usage 
appliance or when to turn it off.

The more control we have over the time we use energy, and 
how we use it, the less need there is to build power plants.  Until
we reduce the demand, the utilities must plan for occasional 
peak demand, which is very expensive and ends up being 
refl ected in higher energy costs for the ratepayer.

The choice is being put in your hands. The South Bay Cities 
Environmental Services Center is here to help provide you 
with the most up-to-date information to allow you to make the 
most informed decisions about Saving Water, Energy, Money 
and the Environment.

Call us today if you would like to become a volunteer, need a 
speaker for your organization, business or home owner
association or just have a question.  Our offi ce is open
Monday through Friday from 9 a.m to 5 p.m. and is located 
at 15901 Hawthorne Boulevard, Suite 400, Lawndale, CA 
(Hawthorne Blvd @ 405 freeway) or contact us at 310-371-7222 
or www.sbesc.com.
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programs, fund raising and exchanges is critical to maintaining successful Sister 
City relationships.  Citizens enjoy developing personal long term cross-border 
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The Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) is developing Corridor System Management Plans
for the I-405 and I-210 freeways. By looking at the traffi c fl ow as well as using detection devices, improvements can 
be considered to address identifi ed problems and bottlenecks.  The SBCCOG through funding from SCAG has 
sponsored a similar study for  local arterials which would be effected by the freeways. The study focused on a 1.8 mile 
segment of Carson Street located between the I-110 and I-405 freeways. In addition to its proximity to the managed 
freeway corridor, Carson Street was an ideal candidate for corridor management because: (1) it was to undergo signal 
coordination during the study period; (2) both the City of Carson and Los Angeles County have responsibilities for its 
signal timing; and (3) it is located just to the west of a Carson Street designated truck route.

The project team, led by Berkeley Transportation Systems, developed an approach that included installing in-road
detection at key corridor locations, developing a custom web-based monitoring system to compute and report arterial 
performance measures in real-time, and writing a Model Arterial Corridor Management Plan to guide future efforts on 
other networks.

In June 2009, 125 Sensys wireless detectors were installed in every approach lane of the eight signalized corridor 
intersections. Detectors were also installed at four midblock locations (two in each direction of travel) to reporting travel
speeds, and in some intersection departure lanes. From this detailed detector data, the performance measurement
software uses methods specifi ed in the Highway Capacity Manual to calculate common benchmarks of arterial 
performance, such as control delay, queue lengths, and travel times. These measures can then be reported to those 
responsible for operational fl ow through a web-based system, providing real-time access to multiple jurisdictions across 
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Since the performance monitoring detection and software has been in place for almost a year, huge amounts of data 
are available to provide information on corridor travel patterns, trends, and performance defi ciencies. Agencies can 
investigate calculated performance measures for any 5-minute, hourly, or daily time period at any intersection approach 
lane over the study period. For example, average hourly and daily traffi c volumes can be viewed in July and compared 
to those measured in October and February to gauge differences in seasonal traffi c patterns. Time periods can be
identifi ed that experience unusually high traffi c volumes, due to special events or other circumstances, and signal
timing plans can be evaluated for their performance under these instances of heavy demand. Maximum queue lengths 
can be observed at locations where storage lengths are of concern. The purpose of these types of analyses is to help 
agencies identify corridor defi ciencies and evaluate which operational and infrastructure improvements will provide 
the highest return on investments.

Some of the fi ndings presented in the project team’s Arterial Corridor Performance Assessment Report are described 
below: 

Travel Patterns: The peak hour of weekday corridor travel is at 5:00 PM with about 1,000 vehicles per hour.
 Smaller demand peaks are seen at 7:00 AM and 12:00 PM. Volumes are slightly higher in the westbound direction
 in the morning and in the eastbound direction in the evening. There is little variability in day-to-day corridor
 demand, indicating that special event traffi c has minimal impact on corridor operations.

Traffi c Signal Coordination: The intersections on the study corridor were retimed for coordination in the middle
 of the study period, allowing for an analysis of improvements in control delay, travel times, and progression
 quality (the percentage of vehicles that arrive at a green light). The fi ndings showed that the coordination project
 had a positive impact on Carson Street travel, with the percentage of vehicles arriving at a green light improving
 by up to 20% at the major intersection of Carson Street and Avalon. As a result of this progression improvement,
 corridor travel times also decreased by up to 10% in the midday period in the eastbound direction. The coordination
 diagram below illustrates the typical progression on Eastbound Carson Street during weekdays from 3:00 PM-6:00 PM.
 Vehicles that depart Figueroa Street near the beginning or end of the green light will only encounter one red light
 at Main Street. Some of the vehicles that depart Figueroa Street near the middle of the green light will have to stop
 at Dolores Street, but others will experience only green lights along the corridor.

Truck Traffi c: Given the industrial land uses in the City of Carson, truck traffi c was investigated using the vehicle
 length data reported by mid-block detectors. Results showed that, while truck traffi c composes up to 8% of
 corridor traffi c in the early AM hour, it does not seem to negatively impact performance.

The results of this study showed that corridor management practices can help agencies clearly quantify the impacts of 
operational improvements and thus optimize their investment portfolios. The approaches can be applied to other areas 
to monitor and improve performance.

For further information on this study, contact kim@southbaycities.org
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After the April city elections this year, the SBC-
COG lost our chair as Kelly McDowell, Mayor of El 
Segundo, decided not to run for re-election.  The 
Board has elected new offi cers who started their 
service in April 2010 and will be in offi ce until June 
2011.  They are:

 Judy Mitchell, SBCCOG Chair
  Councilmember, Rolling Hills Estates

 Ellen Perkins, SBCCOG 1st Vice Chair
  Councilmember, Palos Verdes Estates

 Susan Rhilinger, SBCCOG 2nd Vice Chair
  Councilmember, Torrance

 Steve Diels, SBCCOG Immediate Past Chair
  Councilmember, Redondo Beach
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Wonder who is responsible for the SBCCOG’s great General Assemblies? 
It’s our very own secret weapon, Kim Fuentes, Executive Deputy Director 
She’s already getting ready for February25, 2011 so Save the Date!
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Chinese Zhangjiagang High School students, speaking in 
English, urging our Redondo Beach Sister City delegation’s 
adoption of a student exchange program. Photo taken by

Bill Workman during the March 2010 China visit.
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and waste.  By quantifying emissions in these sectors, policy makers and stakeholders will be able to set targets to reduce
community emissions by a designated year.  And by implementing reduction strategies such as water conservation guidelines, 
waste prevention and recycling programs, adopting building codes over and above Title 24 energy requirements, and participating
in the Energy Upgrade Los Angeles County program (which will provide residents with fi nancing for solar or other renewable 
energy home improvements) cities will be able to meet their desired goals.  In the process of implementing these actions, cities can 
continue to encourage their residents and businesses to conserve and develop sustainable practices.

Climate change is a global issue that cannot be abated by local governments alone, though cities have a key role to play because 
their policies can signifi cantly reduce GHG emissions from a range of sources. Cities have an opportunity to lead by example and 
address the threat of climate change because they have a broad infl uence over activities in their communities that generate GHG 
emissions.

For further information contact Heidi Aten at heidi@sbesc.com 310-371-7222 x202.

C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  1
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Recently all South Bay residents and small Mom and Pop 
sized businesses received a notice from Southern California
Edison (SCE) that they soon will be receiving new  SmartConnect
meters.  Why is this happening and what is the benefi t?

The California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC)
authorized the state’s investor owned utilities, such as SCE,
to replace conventional customer meters with smart meters in 
order to give consumers greater control over their energy use.  
Smart meters enable SCE to provide customers with detailed 
information about their energy usage at different times of the 
day, which in turn enables customers to manage their energy 
use more proactively.  This gives residents more control in 
managing monthly costs.

Other benefi ts include faster outage detection and restoration 
of service.  If you elect to participate in time-based rates
offered by your utility, you have the opportunity to lower your 
electricity use during “peak” periods (the peak period for most 
utilities is summer afternoons) and potentially save money on 
your monthly electric bill.

In conjunction with the installation of the new smart meters, 
during the fall of 2010, new Edison SmartConnect incentive 
programs will be offered and you can begin viewing your
personal electric usage information online at www.sce.com.

Future benefi ts of SmartMeters may include an in-home
display device that communicates wirelessly with a smart meter 
to monitor usage and costs in real-time.  This could allow for 
the opportunity to choose when to use a high energy usage 
appliance or when to turn it off.

The more control we have over the time we use energy, and 
how we use it, the less need there is to build power plants.  Until
we reduce the demand, the utilities must plan for occasional 
peak demand, which is very expensive and ends up being 
refl ected in higher energy costs for the ratepayer.

The choice is being put in your hands. The South Bay Cities 
Environmental Services Center is here to help provide you 
with the most up-to-date information to allow you to make the 
most informed decisions about Saving Water, Energy, Money 
and the Environment.

Call us today if you would like to become a volunteer, need a 
speaker for your organization, business or home owner
association or just have a question.  Our offi ce is open
Monday through Friday from 9 a.m to 5 p.m. and is located 
at 15901 Hawthorne Boulevard, Suite 400, Lawndale, CA 
(Hawthorne Blvd @ 405 freeway) or contact us at 310-371-7222 
or www.sbesc.com.

A SYSTEMATIC APPROACH TOA SYSTEMATIC APPROACH TO
FREEWAY AND ARTERIAL MANAGEMENTFREEWAY AND ARTERIAL MANAGEMENT

by Bill Workman, Redondo Beach City Manager

I was in China less than 48 hours when the new world economy became
abundantly clear to me.  My education in geography, public administration and 
business did not prepare me for what I saw and learned about the awaking giant 
that China is today.  It was because of Redondo Beach’s participation in the Sister 
City International program that I had the opportunity to visit China this year and 
gain new insights about the state of our world.

The Sister Cities International program permits communities to establish
meaningful and lasting global connections.  It is called a “Global Citizen Diplomacy”
program.  The active engagement of citizen volunteers in organizing Sister City 
programs, fund raising and exchanges is critical to maintaining successful Sister 
City relationships.  Citizens enjoy developing personal long term cross-border 
friendships, creating economic ties and breaking down cultural stereotypes.

The City of Redondo Beach has Sister City relationships with- Zhangjagang, China; Ensenada, Mexico; and, La Paz, Mexico.  Redondo 
Beach has also had a rich, long term informal relationship with Beijing, China and a new emerging relationship with Chendgu, China.  
Chendgu is the capital of the Sichuan Province.  A “Friendship Agreement” was signed with the Wenjiang District of Chengdu during 
Redondo Beach’s March trip to China.

During the March trip, Redondo Beach citizens, business owners and city offi cials spent twelve days exploring the culture, governmental 
services, business practices and educational methods of the Chinese.  A high school student exchange program was negotiated.  In July, 
twenty top notch Zhangjagang students will arrive in Redondo Beach to learn about America. The “Friendship Agreement” negotiated with 
Wenjiang calls for mutual development of business, arts, cultural and educational activities.

Author Thomas Friedman is right - - - The World is Flat.  Redondo Beach has recognized this fact of global living and is committed to 
positive international relationships through the Sister City International program. Information about launching a Sister City relationship 
can be found at  http://www.sister-cities.org/ 

The Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) is developing Corridor System Management Plans
for the I-405 and I-210 freeways. By looking at the traffi c fl ow as well as using detection devices, improvements can 
be considered to address identifi ed problems and bottlenecks.  The SBCCOG through funding from SCAG has 
sponsored a similar study for  local arterials which would be effected by the freeways. The study focused on a 1.8 mile 
segment of Carson Street located between the I-110 and I-405 freeways. In addition to its proximity to the managed 
freeway corridor, Carson Street was an ideal candidate for corridor management because: (1) it was to undergo signal 
coordination during the study period; (2) both the City of Carson and Los Angeles County have responsibilities for its 
signal timing; and (3) it is located just to the west of a Carson Street designated truck route.

The project team, led by Berkeley Transportation Systems, developed an approach that included installing in-road
detection at key corridor locations, developing a custom web-based monitoring system to compute and report arterial 
performance measures in real-time, and writing a Model Arterial Corridor Management Plan to guide future efforts on 
other networks.

In June 2009, 125 Sensys wireless detectors were installed in every approach lane of the eight signalized corridor 
intersections. Detectors were also installed at four midblock locations (two in each direction of travel) to reporting travel
speeds, and in some intersection departure lanes. From this detailed detector data, the performance measurement
software uses methods specifi ed in the Highway Capacity Manual to calculate common benchmarks of arterial 
performance, such as control delay, queue lengths, and travel times. These measures can then be reported to those 
responsible for operational fl ow through a web-based system, providing real-time access to multiple jurisdictions across 
institutional boundaries.

Since the performance monitoring detection and software has been in place for almost a year, huge amounts of data 
are available to provide information on corridor travel patterns, trends, and performance defi ciencies. Agencies can 
investigate calculated performance measures for any 5-minute, hourly, or daily time period at any intersection approach 
lane over the study period. For example, average hourly and daily traffi c volumes can be viewed in July and compared 
to those measured in October and February to gauge differences in seasonal traffi c patterns. Time periods can be
identifi ed that experience unusually high traffi c volumes, due to special events or other circumstances, and signal
timing plans can be evaluated for their performance under these instances of heavy demand. Maximum queue lengths 
can be observed at locations where storage lengths are of concern. The purpose of these types of analyses is to help 
agencies identify corridor defi ciencies and evaluate which operational and infrastructure improvements will provide 
the highest return on investments.

Some of the fi ndings presented in the project team’s Arterial Corridor Performance Assessment Report are described 
below: 

Travel Patterns: The peak hour of weekday corridor travel is at 5:00 PM with about 1,000 vehicles per hour.
 Smaller demand peaks are seen at 7:00 AM and 12:00 PM. Volumes are slightly higher in the westbound direction
 in the morning and in the eastbound direction in the evening. There is little variability in day-to-day corridor
 demand, indicating that special event traffi c has minimal impact on corridor operations.

Traffi c Signal Coordination: The intersections on the study corridor were retimed for coordination in the middle
 of the study period, allowing for an analysis of improvements in control delay, travel times, and progression
 quality (the percentage of vehicles that arrive at a green light). The fi ndings showed that the coordination project
 had a positive impact on Carson Street travel, with the percentage of vehicles arriving at a green light improving
 by up to 20% at the major intersection of Carson Street and Avalon. As a result of this progression improvement,
 corridor travel times also decreased by up to 10% in the midday period in the eastbound direction. The coordination
 diagram below illustrates the typical progression on Eastbound Carson Street during weekdays from 3:00 PM-6:00 PM.
 Vehicles that depart Figueroa Street near the beginning or end of the green light will only encounter one red light
 at Main Street. Some of the vehicles that depart Figueroa Street near the middle of the green light will have to stop
 at Dolores Street, but others will experience only green lights along the corridor.

Truck Traffi c: Given the industrial land uses in the City of Carson, truck traffi c was investigated using the vehicle
 length data reported by mid-block detectors. Results showed that, while truck traffi c composes up to 8% of
 corridor traffi c in the early AM hour, it does not seem to negatively impact performance.

The results of this study showed that corridor management practices can help agencies clearly quantify the impacts of 
operational improvements and thus optimize their investment portfolios. The approaches can be applied to other areas 
to monitor and improve performance.

For further information on this study, contact kim@southbaycities.org
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COG lost our chair as Kelly McDowell, Mayor of El 
Segundo, decided not to run for re-election.  The 
Board has elected new offi cers who started their 
service in April 2010 and will be in offi ce until June 
2011.  They are:

 Judy Mitchell, SBCCOG Chair
  Councilmember, Rolling Hills Estates

 Ellen Perkins, SBCCOG 1st Vice Chair
  Councilmember, Palos Verdes Estates

 Susan Rhilinger, SBCCOG 2nd Vice Chair
  Councilmember, Torrance

 Steve Diels, SBCCOG Immediate Past Chair
  Councilmember, Redondo Beach
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Wonder who is responsible for the SBCCOG’s great General Assemblies? 
It’s our very own secret weapon, Kim Fuentes, Executive Deputy Director 
She’s already getting ready for February25, 2011 so Save the Date!
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Chinese Zhangjiagang High School students, speaking in 
English, urging our Redondo Beach Sister City delegation’s 
adoption of a student exchange program. Photo taken by

Bill Workman during the March 2010 China visit.
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and waste.  By quantifying emissions in these sectors, policy makers and stakeholders will be able to set targets to reduce
community emissions by a designated year.  And by implementing reduction strategies such as water conservation guidelines, 
waste prevention and recycling programs, adopting building codes over and above Title 24 energy requirements, and participating
in the Energy Upgrade Los Angeles County program (which will provide residents with fi nancing for solar or other renewable 
energy home improvements) cities will be able to meet their desired goals.  In the process of implementing these actions, cities can 
continue to encourage their residents and businesses to conserve and develop sustainable practices.

Climate change is a global issue that cannot be abated by local governments alone, though cities have a key role to play because 
their policies can signifi cantly reduce GHG emissions from a range of sources. Cities have an opportunity to lead by example and 
address the threat of climate change because they have a broad infl uence over activities in their communities that generate GHG 
emissions.

For further information contact Heidi Aten at heidi@sbesc.com 310-371-7222 x202.
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CALIFORNIA AT A GLANCECALIFORNIA AT A GLANCE

Who we are — People are drawn to California to pursue their dreams from all
  over the country and the world.

• California has almost 37 million people in it, with 5 million new people in the
  past ten years

• One in four Californians was born in another state.

• One in four Californians was born in another country.

What we do — Californians are creative inventors:

• Californians create 20,000 new inventions per year, more than the next four states combined

• California’s research universities are world famous. And, more Nobel prize winners live
  in California than any other state.

• Californians invented the movies, the fi rst blue jeans, the Frisbee, the beginning of the
  computer and many high tech products

• Californians also lead the way in designing motion pictures, video games, surf gear,
  apparel and cars.

Our state — California has one of the strongest economies in the world:

• California has the 6th largest economy in the world (over $1.5 trillion dollars).

• Famous companies started in California include Levi’s, Disney, Wells Fargo, MGM,
  Hughes Aircraft, Apple and Google.

• More than 1⁄5th of the nation’s trade passes through California where it is unloaded
  and distributed to the rest of the U.S. and abroad.

• Californians are farmers to the nation and the world with 350 crops; 1 out of every 5
  glasses of milk consumed in the U.S. is from California as are 8 out of 10 avocados, and
  2 out of 3 bottles of wine.

• Tourists are drawn to California to experience treasures like Yosemite, Lake Tahoe,
  Hollywood, the San Francisco cable cars, our beaches and of course, our weather.

Courtesy of  http://www.nextten.org

South Bay cities are committed to activities that 
reduce their carbon footprint, raise awareness of 
climate change, and create communities dedicated 
to sustainability. Cities have taken proactive steps to 
mitigate their impact on the environment and promote 
environmental stewardship through actions at the 
government operations and community levels through 
the development of municipal and community green 
house gas (GHG) emission inventories.

In 2008, cities joined the SBCCOG’s efforts maximizing
resources and working collectively to incorporate a
systems approach to reducing GHG emissions.  Starting
by establishing municipal inventories with the support 
of the SBCCOG, South Bay cities can now assess the 
emissions related to government-operated facilities, 
streetlights, vehicle fl eet and equipment, employee
commuting, and waste generated by city operated 
and owned facilities.  This assessment also creates a 
pathway for cities to identify and develop measures/
strategies to reduce GHG such as:

• increasing energy effi ciency in facilities
 and vehicle fl eets

• utilizing renewable energy sources

• enacting sustainable purchasing policies

• reducing waste

• creating programs that encourage alternative
 modes of transportation for employees

The co-benefi t of these measures/strategies for both 
cities and their communities may include lower
energy bills, improved air quality, and more effi cient 
government operations.

To further their efforts, many cities have formed
Environmental Advisory Committees or Green Task 
Force groups involving various departments within
city operations.  Working together, city personnel
collaborate on creating and implementing environ-
mental programs and policies that will help steer city 
activities towards energy effi ciency and conservation.

Funding for these initiatives has recently come from
the Federal Government under the Energy Effi ciency 
and Conservation Block Grant program (EECBG).  
Some of the improvements cities will implement
include: replacement of HVAC systems, upgrade
exterior and interior lighting, and conversion of
yellow traffi c signal lights to LED technology.

The next step currently underway is the development 
of city community inventories. Community inventories
provide a foundation for evaluating how best a city
can impact emissions within its jurisdictional boundary.
Over the past several months the SBCCOG has been 
working to supply its member cities with community-
wide information on primary GHG reporting sectors: 
residential, commercial, industrial, transportation,
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LUV OUR FUTURE!LUV OUR FUTURE!

In April 2010, the City of Hermosa Beach Community Resources Department
opened their new Senior Activity Center. The group at the Senior Activity 
Center is called “Hermosa Five-O,” a name which represents the vitality and 
energy of Hermosa while appealing to those who are 50 years young (Five-O) 
and above, which is the age requirement for the center. The Senior Activity
Center is located in two adjoining rooms of the Community Center @
710 Pier Ave in Hermosa Beach. A grant from the Los Angeles County
Regional Park and Open Space District, Fourth Supervisorial District,
Supervisor Don Knabe, funded the renovations.

Both rooms were designed to provide a unique experience for visitors. The 
beautifully decorated living area provides a place to relax, socialize, play games, 
read, join discussion groups and will soon have a large screen television for 
viewing movies and sports.  The kitchen area boasts a “warming kitchen” with a 

large serving counter and dining 
area. The room’s original wood fl ooring was restored, providing a perfect surface
for our popular fi tness classes and Bingo Blast game. This space also has a 40” 
fl at screen television, donated by Best Buy in El Segundo. The screen is used 
for “Wii Fit” where you can join in the fun playing tennis, golf, bowling, 
and other games using the Wii entertainment system! Watch for upcoming 
additions of computer classes, crafts, cooking classes, lectures and more fi tness 
programs. The current calendar of activities and newsletter can be found at 
www.hermosabch.org by clicking on ‘Seniors Corner.’ Copies are also available 
for pickup at the Community Center. Call Community Resources at (310) 
318-0280 for more information.

Call Lisa Nichols, Recreation Specialist at City of Hermosa Beach Community
Resources for more information. The number is (310)318-0280.
Become a fan of Community Resources on Facebook!

HERMOSA BEACHHERMOSA BEACH
SENIOR ACTIVITY CENTERSENIOR ACTIVITY CENTER

Friends of the South Bay
Environmental Services Center

– 2010 –
Chevron Products Company
Providence Little Co. of Mary

Medical Center Torrance
Time Warner Cable

Water Replenishment District
Special thanks to our Friends

for their continued support of energy
efficiency and water conservation

To Be a Friend or for more information,
contact marilyn@sbesc.com

A place to relax or socialize 

Attractive and comfortable areas

While traffi c continues to worsen, planners around the nation are attempting to address our transportation
issues in ways that help us get around while reducing Green House Gas emissions and other pollutants in the 
process. Most planners have focussed on solutions for urban areas like rail lines and bus rapid transit.  In the 
South Bay we face the challenge of fi nding solutions for suburban areas that may not be the same as for an
urban area.  For example, the South Bay is not crisscrossed by bus lines and rail just touches our area.  Because
of our suburban nature, the SBCCOG, in collaboration with the South Coast Air Quality Management District,
has developed a demonstration program for Local Use Vehicles (LUVs).
LUV vehicles are zero emission, low speed electric vehicles 
that are used for circulation within a neighborhood setting.  
Many of the trips taken by South Bay residents and businesses 
today are less than 3 miles and are typically driven in long 
range, full size, full speed vehicles powered by the internal 
combustion engine.  This project is testing the idea that
different types of vehicles should be used for different purposes.
In other words - full speed vehicles should be used for long
distance driving, while LUV vehicles can be used for local trips.
Other potential benefi ts include reductions of pollutants and 
carbon emissions per mile; emissions from cold starts; fuel 
costs per mile; total gasoline consumption per household; and 
overall congestion.

The term ‘local use’ vehicle is an umbrella term for many types of low speed vehicles.  The specifi c vehicles being deployed in the LUV
demonstration program are commonly known as neighborhood electric vehicles. They are typically half to two thirds the size of a standard 
car and are limited to 25 MPH.
Neighborhood electric vehicles have been around only since 1998 and are not familiar to most travelers.  Bicycles and motor scooters are
examples of Local Use Vehicles that are already popular.  Segways are another example which are gaining in popularity.
In the demonstration program, the SBCCOG will be loaning LUVs to community members and institutions in and around the Riviera
Village area which is particularly suitable to LUV driving.  So far the SBCCOG has placed fi ve of these vehicles with local community
members and institutions who are driving them for three to six months before they are rotated to new drivers.
Driving patterns will be recorded by GPS units in each of the vehicles and analyzed along with feedback from the drivers to determine how
Local Use Vehicles can be used effectively and to highlight the barriers to further use.  This type of study is the fi rst of its kind and will be used 
to inform land use and transportation planning as it relates to cost effectively reducing emissions for local travel 

within South Bay neighborhoods.
Currently the fi ve Local Use Vehicles that SBCCOG is deploying include two 
Wheego Whips - a stylish two seat hatchback; a Columbia Summit - an industrial 
four seater; a GEM e4 - a light weight four seater; and, a Vantage CrewCab - a 
four seater pickup truck.  This number is likely to expand in the future, so keep 
your eyes out for our LUV logo on vehicles driving around the Riviera Village 
area. For further information, contact dmagarian@southbaycities.org.
 Local Use - Local Vehicles  •  LUV your neighborhood!

LUV VehicleC o n t i n u e d  t o  P a g e  5

LUV OUR FUTURE!LUV OUR FUTURE!
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  1

CONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONS
ARE IN ORDER TO THEARE IN ORDER TO THE

PORT OF LOS ANGELES GIS TEAMPORT OF LOS ANGELES GIS TEAM

Members of our SBCCOG GIS Working Group have won the 
Special Achievements in GIS (SAG) award for their achievements in 
Enterprise GIS.

Recipients of the Special Achievement in GIS award are submitted
by ESRI staff from thousands of organizations worldwide, then
personally reviewed and selected by Jack Dangermond, president
and founder of ESRI.

For more information on the SBCCOG GIS Working Group
contact Josi Jenneskens at  jjennesk@carson.ca.us

C o n t i n u e d  t o  P a g e  4

Wheego WhipColumbia Summit



65

C A L E N D A RC A L E N D A R
All meetings are open to the public

July
 12 Steering Committee
  Legislative Committee
 21 Livable Communities
  Working Group
 22 Board of Directors
 28 Infrastructure Working Group
 29 South Bay Cities Green
  Task Force

August
 9 Steering Committee
  Legislative Committee
 11 GIS Working Group
 18 Livable Communities
  Working Group
 25 Infrastructure Working Group
 26 Board of Directors

September
 8 GIS Working Group
 9 Technology Group
 13 Steering Committee
  Legislative Committee
 15 Livable Communities
  Working Group
 22 Infrastructure Working Group
 23 Board of Directors

Contact jacki@southbaycities.org
for further information.

Summer 2010 

A quarterly bulletin
to inform local leaders
of subregional progress
and alert them to
emerging issues

Published by the
South Bay Cities Council
of Governments

Governing Board:

Chair
Judy Mitchell
Rolling Hills Estates

1st Vice Chair
Ellen Perkins
Palos Verdes Estates

2nd Vice Chair
Susan Rhilinger
Torrance

Immediate Past Chair
Steve Diels
Redondo Beach

Members:
Carson
County of LA
El Segundo
Gardena
Hawthorne
Hermosa Beach
Inglewood
Lawndale
Lomita
Los Angeles
Manhattan Beach
Palos Verdes Estates
Rancho Palos Verdes
Redondo Beach
Rolling Hills
Rolling Hills Estates
Torrance

SBCCOG Executive Director
Jacki Bacharach

Legal Counsel
Michael Jenkins

Website:
www.southbaycities.org
South Bay Environmental
Services Center:
www.sbesc.com

CALIFORNIA AT A GLANCECALIFORNIA AT A GLANCE

Who we are — People are drawn to California to pursue their dreams from all
  over the country and the world.

• California has almost 37 million people in it, with 5 million new people in the
  past ten years

• One in four Californians was born in another state.

• One in four Californians was born in another country.

What we do — Californians are creative inventors:

• Californians create 20,000 new inventions per year, more than the next four states combined

• California’s research universities are world famous. And, more Nobel prize winners live
  in California than any other state.

• Californians invented the movies, the fi rst blue jeans, the Frisbee, the beginning of the
  computer and many high tech products

• Californians also lead the way in designing motion pictures, video games, surf gear,
  apparel and cars.

Our state — California has one of the strongest economies in the world:

• California has the 6th largest economy in the world (over $1.5 trillion dollars).

• Famous companies started in California include Levi’s, Disney, Wells Fargo, MGM,
  Hughes Aircraft, Apple and Google.

• More than 1⁄5th of the nation’s trade passes through California where it is unloaded
  and distributed to the rest of the U.S. and abroad.

• Californians are farmers to the nation and the world with 350 crops; 1 out of every 5
  glasses of milk consumed in the U.S. is from California as are 8 out of 10 avocados, and
  2 out of 3 bottles of wine.

• Tourists are drawn to California to experience treasures like Yosemite, Lake Tahoe,
  Hollywood, the San Francisco cable cars, our beaches and of course, our weather.

Courtesy of  http://www.nextten.org

South Bay cities are committed to activities that 
reduce their carbon footprint, raise awareness of 
climate change, and create communities dedicated 
to sustainability. Cities have taken proactive steps to 
mitigate their impact on the environment and promote 
environmental stewardship through actions at the 
government operations and community levels through 
the development of municipal and community green 
house gas (GHG) emission inventories.

In 2008, cities joined the SBCCOG’s efforts maximizing
resources and working collectively to incorporate a
systems approach to reducing GHG emissions.  Starting
by establishing municipal inventories with the support 
of the SBCCOG, South Bay cities can now assess the 
emissions related to government-operated facilities, 
streetlights, vehicle fl eet and equipment, employee
commuting, and waste generated by city operated 
and owned facilities.  This assessment also creates a 
pathway for cities to identify and develop measures/
strategies to reduce GHG such as:

• increasing energy effi ciency in facilities
 and vehicle fl eets

• utilizing renewable energy sources

• enacting sustainable purchasing policies

• reducing waste

• creating programs that encourage alternative
 modes of transportation for employees

The co-benefi t of these measures/strategies for both 
cities and their communities may include lower
energy bills, improved air quality, and more effi cient 
government operations.

To further their efforts, many cities have formed
Environmental Advisory Committees or Green Task 
Force groups involving various departments within
city operations.  Working together, city personnel
collaborate on creating and implementing environ-
mental programs and policies that will help steer city 
activities towards energy effi ciency and conservation.

Funding for these initiatives has recently come from
the Federal Government under the Energy Effi ciency 
and Conservation Block Grant program (EECBG).  
Some of the improvements cities will implement
include: replacement of HVAC systems, upgrade
exterior and interior lighting, and conversion of
yellow traffi c signal lights to LED technology.

The next step currently underway is the development 
of city community inventories. Community inventories
provide a foundation for evaluating how best a city
can impact emissions within its jurisdictional boundary.
Over the past several months the SBCCOG has been 
working to supply its member cities with community-
wide information on primary GHG reporting sectors: 
residential, commercial, industrial, transportation,

SUSTAINABLESUSTAINABLE
SOUTH BAY COMMUNITIESSOUTH BAY COMMUNITIES

LUV OUR FUTURE!LUV OUR FUTURE!

In April 2010, the City of Hermosa Beach Community Resources Department
opened their new Senior Activity Center. The group at the Senior Activity 
Center is called “Hermosa Five-O,” a name which represents the vitality and 
energy of Hermosa while appealing to those who are 50 years young (Five-O) 
and above, which is the age requirement for the center. The Senior Activity
Center is located in two adjoining rooms of the Community Center @
710 Pier Ave in Hermosa Beach. A grant from the Los Angeles County
Regional Park and Open Space District, Fourth Supervisorial District,
Supervisor Don Knabe, funded the renovations.

Both rooms were designed to provide a unique experience for visitors. The 
beautifully decorated living area provides a place to relax, socialize, play games, 
read, join discussion groups and will soon have a large screen television for 
viewing movies and sports.  The kitchen area boasts a “warming kitchen” with a 

large serving counter and dining 
area. The room’s original wood fl ooring was restored, providing a perfect surface
for our popular fi tness classes and Bingo Blast game. This space also has a 40” 
fl at screen television, donated by Best Buy in El Segundo. The screen is used 
for “Wii Fit” where you can join in the fun playing tennis, golf, bowling, 
and other games using the Wii entertainment system! Watch for upcoming 
additions of computer classes, crafts, cooking classes, lectures and more fi tness 
programs. The current calendar of activities and newsletter can be found at 
www.hermosabch.org by clicking on ‘Seniors Corner.’ Copies are also available 
for pickup at the Community Center. Call Community Resources at (310) 
318-0280 for more information.

Call Lisa Nichols, Recreation Specialist at City of Hermosa Beach Community
Resources for more information. The number is (310)318-0280.
Become a fan of Community Resources on Facebook!

HERMOSA BEACHHERMOSA BEACH
SENIOR ACTIVITY CENTERSENIOR ACTIVITY CENTER

Friends of the South Bay
Environmental Services Center

– 2010 –
Chevron Products Company
Providence Little Co. of Mary

Medical Center Torrance
Time Warner Cable

Water Replenishment District
Special thanks to our Friends

for their continued support of energy
efficiency and water conservation

To Be a Friend or for more information,
contact marilyn@sbesc.com

A place to relax or socialize 

Attractive and comfortable areas

While traffi c continues to worsen, planners around the nation are attempting to address our transportation
issues in ways that help us get around while reducing Green House Gas emissions and other pollutants in the 
process. Most planners have focussed on solutions for urban areas like rail lines and bus rapid transit.  In the 
South Bay we face the challenge of fi nding solutions for suburban areas that may not be the same as for an
urban area.  For example, the South Bay is not crisscrossed by bus lines and rail just touches our area.  Because
of our suburban nature, the SBCCOG, in collaboration with the South Coast Air Quality Management District,
has developed a demonstration program for Local Use Vehicles (LUVs).
LUV vehicles are zero emission, low speed electric vehicles 
that are used for circulation within a neighborhood setting.  
Many of the trips taken by South Bay residents and businesses 
today are less than 3 miles and are typically driven in long 
range, full size, full speed vehicles powered by the internal 
combustion engine.  This project is testing the idea that
different types of vehicles should be used for different purposes.
In other words - full speed vehicles should be used for long
distance driving, while LUV vehicles can be used for local trips.
Other potential benefi ts include reductions of pollutants and 
carbon emissions per mile; emissions from cold starts; fuel 
costs per mile; total gasoline consumption per household; and 
overall congestion.

The term ‘local use’ vehicle is an umbrella term for many types of low speed vehicles.  The specifi c vehicles being deployed in the LUV
demonstration program are commonly known as neighborhood electric vehicles. They are typically half to two thirds the size of a standard 
car and are limited to 25 MPH.
Neighborhood electric vehicles have been around only since 1998 and are not familiar to most travelers.  Bicycles and motor scooters are
examples of Local Use Vehicles that are already popular.  Segways are another example which are gaining in popularity.
In the demonstration program, the SBCCOG will be loaning LUVs to community members and institutions in and around the Riviera
Village area which is particularly suitable to LUV driving.  So far the SBCCOG has placed fi ve of these vehicles with local community
members and institutions who are driving them for three to six months before they are rotated to new drivers.
Driving patterns will be recorded by GPS units in each of the vehicles and analyzed along with feedback from the drivers to determine how
Local Use Vehicles can be used effectively and to highlight the barriers to further use.  This type of study is the fi rst of its kind and will be used 
to inform land use and transportation planning as it relates to cost effectively reducing emissions for local travel 

within South Bay neighborhoods.
Currently the fi ve Local Use Vehicles that SBCCOG is deploying include two 
Wheego Whips - a stylish two seat hatchback; a Columbia Summit - an industrial 
four seater; a GEM e4 - a light weight four seater; and, a Vantage CrewCab - a 
four seater pickup truck.  This number is likely to expand in the future, so keep 
your eyes out for our LUV logo on vehicles driving around the Riviera Village 
area. For further information, contact dmagarian@southbaycities.org.
 Local Use - Local Vehicles  •  LUV your neighborhood!

LUV VehicleC o n t i n u e d  t o  P a g e  5

LUV OUR FUTURE!LUV OUR FUTURE!
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CONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONS
ARE IN ORDER TO THEARE IN ORDER TO THE

PORT OF LOS ANGELES GIS TEAMPORT OF LOS ANGELES GIS TEAM

Members of our SBCCOG GIS Working Group have won the 
Special Achievements in GIS (SAG) award for their achievements in 
Enterprise GIS.

Recipients of the Special Achievement in GIS award are submitted
by ESRI staff from thousands of organizations worldwide, then
personally reviewed and selected by Jack Dangermond, president
and founder of ESRI.

For more information on the SBCCOG GIS Working Group
contact Josi Jenneskens at  jjennesk@carson.ca.us

C o n t i n u e d  t o  P a g e  4

Wheego WhipColumbia Summit



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


