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The SBCCOG has a grant from the AQMD to
pilot slow speed Neighborhood Electric Vehicles
and has applied for consulting assistance from
SCAG to explore the Complete Streets concept.
The following article is from the American
Planning Association website:

www.planning.org/research/streets/index.htm 

The American Planning Association and the
National Complete Streets Coalition have
launched a research project on complete
streets. The effort is intended to transform
community planning, urban design, and
engineering street design practices to better
meet the needs of all forms of vehicular and
non-vehicular transportation — cars, transit,
pedestrians, (including pedestrians with
disabilities), and bicyclists.

For too long, our states, cities, counties, and
towns have built miles of streets and roads that
are safe and comfortable only for motor vehicle
travel. Sprawling communities have become
dangerous and inconvenient places to walk,
bicycle, or take transit, leaving little choice for
getting around. A recent federal survey found
that about one-quarter of walking trips take

COMPLETE STREETS

place on roads without sidewalks or shoulders,
and bike lanes are available for only about five
percent of bicycle trips. While nine percent of
all trips are made by foot or bicycle, more than
13 percent of all traffic fatalities are bicyclists
or pedestrians.

Close to 5,000 pedestrians and bicyclists die
each year on U.S. roads. Unfortunately, these
roads have characteristics with which we are all
too familiar — a lack of sidewalks or crosswalks,
lanes too narrow to share with bicyclists, little
or no room for transit riders, and no
accommodation for people with disabilities —
essentially leaving us with incomplete streets.  

Complete Streets represents a paradigm shift in
traditional road construction philosophy.
Instead of a project-by-project struggle to
accommodate bicycle- and pedestrian-friendly
practices, complete streets policies require all
road construction and improvement projects to
begin by evaluating how the right-of-way serves
all who use it. The Federal Highway
Administration endorsed this approach in 2000
but it has yet to be widely implemented.
Therefore, this project presents an opportunity
to help bring more complete streets to

communities nationwide by providing information
on best practices.

Note:  Governor Schwarzenegger signed into law the
Complete Streets Act of 2008 (AB 1358) which
requires that local jurisdictions include complete streets
policies as part of substantive changes to their general
plans beginning in January. 2011.

C A L E N D A R
All meetings are open to the public

June
8 Steering Committee
8 Legislative Committee

10 GIS Working Group
17 Livable Communities
24 Infrastructure Working Group
25 Board of Directors

July
13 Steering Committee
13 Legislative Committee
8 GIS Working Group

15 Livable Communities
22 Infrastructure Working Group
23 Board of Directors
30 Green Task Force

August
10 Steering Committee
10 Legislative Committee
12 GIS Working Group
19 Livable Communities
26 Infrastructure Working Group
26 Transportation Committee
27 Board of Directors

Contact jacki@southbaycities.org for further
information.

F E D E R A L  S T I M U L U S  F U N D I N G  
P R E S E N T S  O P P O RT U N I T I E S  F O R  C I T I E S

South Bay Cities Council of Governments
(SBCCOG) has taken the initiative to help South Bay
cities use their federal energy stimulus funding to
implement actual energy saving projects.  SBCCOG
has contracted with Energy Innovation Group (EIG)
to work with the South Bay Environmental Services
Center (SBESC) to review city facilities and identify
energy saving projects.  The goal is to achieve the
highest possible level of energy savings and to qualify
for the maximum possible funding available through
the stimulus and SCE/ GAS rebates.  “The response to
these initiatives demonstrates the added value of the
SBCCOG and its technical services and
implementation arm which helps cities by serving as
an extension of our staff – especially in these lean
times,” stated Steve Diels, SBCCOG Chair and
Redondo Beach City Councilman

“This comes just as the SBESC is kicking off its 2009-
2011 SCE Energy Leader Program which includes
special rebate and cash incentives over and above
regular SCE rebates for SBCCOG cities and provides
an opportunity to leverage funding that otherwise
would not exist,” Diels added.

Both EIG and SBESC staffs have been busy visiting
cities and explaining to city staff available energy-
saving opportunities.  An audit will be prepared and
the appropriate applications will be submitted by cities
to receive their Federal Stimulus funding for energy
projects.  Cities will be able to benefit from economic
opportunities by leveraging funding from various
sources such as: Federal Stimulus Funding, rebates and
Energy Leader Cash Incentives, as well as low interest
loans through the California Energy Commission.

The first deadline is for cities with populations over

WHAT DO CELL PHONES AND INKJET
TONER CARTRIDGES HAVE IN COMMON?
SBESC is collecting your used cell phones and empty inkjet cartridges for recycling.
We have partnered with Planet Green in a fundraising effort to collect empty
cartridges and used cell phones. It's a great way to raise money while helping our
environment, too! Just bring your empty inkjet cartridges and used cell phones to
our office at 15901 Hawthorne Blvd., Suite 400, Lawndale, CA 90260.  It's that
easy. Start collecting today! See page 2 for more earth-friendly tips!

35,000 and applications will go through the
Department of Energy.  For cities under 35,000 in
population, their applications go through the
California Energy Commission which is still setting its
deadlines as of this publication date.  EIG will be
assisting cities both large and small to identify projects
and hopefully take them through implementation.

The availability of stimulus dollars and the special
benefit of SBCCOG/SBESC Energy Leader Program
with SCE present the perfect time to take advantage
of all the worthwhile energy-saving opportunities.
The SBCCOG has developed an extraordinary
program to guide cities to achieve the maximum
possible benefit - without any cost to the cities.
Through contracted services with EIG, cities have a
one-stop, single source partner to develop strategies to
effectively use the latest energy efficiency
technological advances, as well as the complete
installation of all opportunities.

SBCCOG cities are eligible for the new Energy
Leader Program offered through SCE.  Not only does
the program allow SBESC to continue educating
cities, businesses and residents regarding energy
efficiency via the many workshops offered, but the
new program also offers cash incentives over and
above regular SCE rebates.   

All of the above mentioned efforts deliver a very
powerful message: It’s time to implement these long-
awaited energy saving projects around city hall to
truly “green” your city by Saving Water, Energy,
Money and the Environment.  

Contact Marilyn Lyon at marilyn@sbesc.com for
further questions regarding this initiative.
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I N T E L L I G E N T  T R A N S P O RTAT I O N
S Y S T E M  ( I T S )  T O  P R O V I D E

B E T T E R  C I R C U L AT I O N

In 1992, the Los Angeles Metropolitan Transportation Authority
(MTA), now known as Metro, adopted a 30-Year Integrated
Transportation Plan.  The Plan stressed the goal for an increase in
mobility across jurisdictional boundaries, a reduction in congestion
delays and improvement in air quality. 

In 1993, Metro funded a Conceptual Design Study for the South
Bay region to comply with the MTA 30-Year Plan.  The Conceptual
Design was regionally approved through the South Bay Cities
Council of Government (SBCCOG).

Since 1995, the Los Angeles County Department of Public Works
(LACDPW) has taken the lead on behalf of the South Bay cities in
filing applications and providing the local match funding for the
South Bay Signal Synchronization Projects.  The South Bay Projects
consist of two components: Traffic Signal Synchronization Project
(Tier I) and Intelligent Transportation System (Tier II).

TSSP or Tier I projects consist of the design and construction of
operational improvements; upgrade traffic signal equipment and
time-base signal timing coordination, on identified arterial roadways.

ITS consists of Tier II & Tier III Improvements):  Tier II consists of
the design and implementation of a field communication system to
collect and transmit real time traffic information through Closed
Circuit Television (CCTV) cameras and system detectors.  Tier III
consists of the design and implementation of non-field (Office)
components such as the Traffic Management Center (TMC) and
Traffic Control System (TCS) that will communicate with field
elements. 

The City of Torrance has been working with the LACDPW to
implement the ITS system in Torrance.  The cooperative agreements
between the City of Torrance and the LACDPW and their
respective contractor have been approved by the Torrance City
Council.  The ITS system is valued at approximately $2.5 million
dollars and includes installation of: 

1. Communication hardwire interconnect, and radio at missing
areas; 

2. Field communication system to collect and transmit real time
traffic information through Closed Circuit Television (CCTV)
cameras at seven locations; 

3. Traffic Management Center (TMC) located in the Public Works
Department at the City Yard, which consists of a work station,
and video wall to monitor, view and operate the traffic signals in
Torrance ; 

4. Traffic Control System (TCS) that will communicate with field
elements; and 

5. Information Network Exchange (IEN), allowing the City of
Torrance to exchange information with other agencies. 

Construction is scheduled to begin in the middle of June 2009.
The contractor will start with the installation of hardwire
interconnects and radios. The contractor will subsequently install
the Traffic Control System called “Centracs”.  LACDPW will
install the CCTV cameras at the identified locations. Meanwhile,
the design of the TMC will be finalize; its construction will take
place in the summer.  The City of Torrance anticipates to
complete the ITS installation by the end of 2009.

The implementation of the ITS system will enhance the City’s
capability of monitoring and controlling its own traffic signals by
upgrading the current system and by adding additional signals on
line.  It will also allow staff to remotely view congestion, provide
incident verification and response at intersections, as well as to
remotely identify and address traffic signal malfunctions.
Implementation of ITS system will help reduce the idling of cars
and delays at intersections, thereby  reducing the emissions of
greenhouse gases.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please
call Sepideh Sedadi at Community Development Department
310-618-5990

Follow the activities of the SBCCOG at SOUTHBAYCITIES.ORG
• View meeting information

• View studies the COG is working on or has completed

Please send us any suggestions or comments regarding specific information 
you would like posted to Jacki@southbaycities.org

SBCCOG IN EV FIELD TEST

BMW Group is
launching a Field
Trial of the first,
100% electric,
zero-emissions
MINI. 500
vehicles have
been produced
and 250 will be
placed in the
Southern

California area for one year.  The SBCCOG will be
participating by driving 2 of the MINI Es starting at the end of
June for the next year..

The field test vehicles can go up to 95 mph and have a range of
approximately 100 miles on a charge.   

On May 11, the SBCCOG/SBESC staff as well as Steve Diels
drove the vehicle at South Bay BMW.
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S B C C O G  C O N D U C T S  P H A S E  2  O F
T H E  S O U T H  B AY  G O O D S  M O V E M E N T  S T U D Y

In February 2008, South Bay Cities
Council of Governments (SBCCOG)
contracted the services of KOA
Corporation to conduct Phase 2 of the
South Bay Goods Movement Study.  The
purpose of the study was to identify and
prioritize projects within the region for
implementation.   Phase 2 further analyzed
key issues and impacts that were identified
in the Phase 1 Goods Movement Study.
The Phase 2 analysis included development
of conceptual design plans and
funding strategies for each of
the top priority projects.

The Phase 1 study, which was
conducted in 2007, provided
an overview of goods
movement in the South Bay
Sub-Region and identified key
issues and impacted corridors
related to truck and rail.  This
work led to a series of
recommendations for
improving mobility for all
modes - including truck, rail,
and autos - where they
intersect with goods movement
operations.  The study
identified a total of 50 Early
Action Projects which were
categorized into six major
categories: (1) arterial lane
drop improvements, (2)
intersection improvements, (3)
truck related collision
locations, (4) pavement
rehabilitation and
reconstruction, (5) bridge and
grade separations, and (6) interchange
improvement from the “I-405 Arterial
Improvement Planning Studies” report.  

Based upon the findings in Phase  I, KOA
Corporation, under Phase 2, provided
additional analysis to prioritize the Early
Action Projects that were identified in the
previous study, assessed and included other
goods movement related projects within the
sub-region, assessed current and future
operating conditions, identified and
recommended improvement concepts, and

developed concept design plans, detailed
cost estimates, and an investment strategy
plan.

In addition to the 50 projects detailed in
the Phase I study, a secondary list of 119
projects, based on the South Bay
Transportation Projects list (SBTP), was
included to create a total of 169 projects.
When the status of the 169 projects and
understanding of their relevance to goods
movement was determined, meetings were

conducted to eliminate projects which were
not viable or relevant to goods movement.
For projects in which the status was
unknown after the meetings, field checks
were utilized to determine relevance.  After
several iterations of review and refinement,
a total of 32 projects were short-listed for
priority ranking.

Throughout the course of the Phase 2
study, KOA Corporation worked closely
with SBCCOG staff and the Project
Oversight Committee (primarily members

of the SBCCOG Infrastructure Working
Group) to identify a complete list of projects
and to finalize the high priority project list.
Once the complete list was created, it was
determined that 15 of the highest priority
projects would be selected.  

The final 15 high priority projects were
selected based on an extensive project
ranking system developed to objectively score
the 32 projects.  The ranking system
established the following elements (each

element included four specific
criteria): goods movement relevance,
implementation, financial,
operational, and policy issues.
Projects with a low score were
expected to have low benefits, while
a higher score indicated high benefit.

Of the 15 high priority projects
selected, 3 projects are in Inglewood
and Torrance each; Carson, County
of Los Angeles, and El Segundo each
have two projects; City of Los
Angeles, Hawthorne, and Redondo
Beach have one project each.  

KOA Corporation developed detailed
design plans for each of the 15 high
priority projects.  The design plans
provided the basis to estimate project
costs including construction, design,
utilities and right-of-way.  The total
cost estimated (in 2008/2009 dollars)
for all 15 priority projects equals
$126.4 million.  For each of the 15
high priority projects, a funding
strategy plan was developed outlining
available funding sources including:

CMAQ Program, FHWA Discretionary
Programs, Federal Appropriations, Highway
Bridge Program (HBP), High Priority Projects
(HPP), Highway Safety Improvement
Program, Proposition Bond Programs,
Proposition C, Regional Surface
Transportation Program (RSTP), Federal Safe
Routes to School Programs and Measure R
Local Return.

For further information, contact Kim Fuentes,
SBCCOG Deputy Executive Director @
kim@southbaycities.org 
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City R A N C H O  PA L O S  V E R D E S :

G O I N G  G R E E N  

Do you want to put the “green” back in your wallet? “Green
Building” is a term given to buildings that are sited, designed,
constructed and operated to enhance the well-being of occupants,
and to minimize negative impacts on the community and natural
environment. Typically, “green buildings” are higher quality, provide
a healthier environment to live in, are less costly to maintain,
consume fewer natural resources, generate less waste and are more
marketable.

The City of Rancho Palos Verdes has implemented a
Green Building Program that allows RPV residents who
wish to construct residential “green buildings” to work
with a recognized organization in order to receive
certification, credit and marketability of green building
construction. In addition, the City has adopted incentives
such as “front-of-the-line” permit processing and
significant permit fee rebates to encourage all residents
throughout the City to pursue “green” construction. 

The City has adopted the Build
It Green suite of products and
services for single-family
residential and multi-family
residential projects, and LEED
suite of products for commercial,
institutional and/or mixed-use
projects. These sets of guidelines

provide City residents and property owners with recognized,
certified, and consistent guidelines and a rating system which
property owners can utilize for achieving green construction on
their properties.

Contact the City of Rancho Palos Verdes Planning Department at
(310) 544-5228 for helpful information on how RPV is
implementing the program and how it is working.
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W A T E R  C O N S E RV A T I O N :  H O W  Y O U  C A N  H E L P

The South Bay Environmental Services
Center (SBESC) would like to remind you
about ways we can become more water
conscious and wise about how we use this
precious commodity.  The SBESC is the
South Bay’s local clearinghouse for energy
and water efficiency information and training.
California’s main water sources have been
severely impacted by record dry conditions.
And we’re already using our reserves to supply
our everyday water.  Our water situation is
serious.  But here’s how you can help.

CONSERVATION TIPS

Conserving water doesn't have to mean a major lifestyle change. It
can be as simple as taking a shorter shower or turning off the water
while you brush your teeth.  Water conservation goes hand in hand
with saving energy and saving money!

Need some ideas? Here are some simple tips that can help you save
water around your home.

Around the Yard

• Use only as much water as your yard needs.  If your grass springs
back when you step on it, it doesn’t need to be watered.  Check out
www.bewaterwise.com for a watering calculator that can help you
use only as much as you need.

• Check your sprinkler system for leaks, overspray and broken
sprinkler heads.  Don't water the sidewalks or the gutter. Make sure
your sprinklers are aimed on the grass.  

• Replace a portion of your lawn with California Friendly, drought-
tolerant plants. This can save you up to 1,800 gallons per month. 

• Install a "smart" sprinkler controller that determines the correct
amount of water based on your plants and the weather conditions. 

• Instead of using a hose to wash your car, use a bucket and low-flow
spray nozzle. 

• You can save up to 150 gallons of water by using a broom to clean
sidewalks and driveways instead of a hose.

• Water your yard only before 8 a.m. to reduce evaporation and
interference from wind.

• Use mulch.  Save hundreds of gallons of water a year by using
organic mulch around plants to reduce evaporation.

Around the House

• A leaky faucet can waste up to 20 gallons per day. Check your
faucets, plumbing joints and sprinkler systems to make sure you
aren't wasting water. 

• Shorten your showers. Even a two-minute reduction can save you
up to 700 gallons of water per month. 

• Turn off the water when you're not using it while brushing your

teeth, washing your face or taking a shower. 

• Don't use the toilet as a waste basket. 

• Running only full loads in the dishwasher and washing machine
can save you up to 800 gallons per month. 

• The most water-consuming machine in the house is the washing
machine. By replacing it with a high-efficiency model, you can
conserve water and energy. 

• Upgrade to an Ultra-Low-Flush or High-Efficiency Toilet, which
use 1.2-1.6 gallons per flush as compared to older models that use
7 gallons per flush.

Talk to your family and friends about saving water.  If everyone does
a little, we all benefit a lot. 

Indoor

Single-Family Residents have access to FREE high-efficiency toilets
through West Basin's high-efficiency toilet (HET) give-away
program event. 

Regional Residential Rebate Program provides rebates for high-
efficiency toilets, high-efficiency clothes washers, synthetic turf,
'smart' sprinkler controllers, and rotating sprinkler nozzles, all on a
reservation basis. This program is coordinated by So Cal
WaterSmart in partnership with Metropolitan Water District.

Green Living for Apartments and Condos offers cash rebates, free
devices, and free installation for water-saving devices for
apartments, condominiums, townhomes, duplexes, triplexes, and
mobile homes.  Devices offered include water-efficient showerheads,
kitchen faucet aerators, compact fluorescent light bulbs and high-
efficiency toilets.

Outdoor

Green Garden Program provides a professional outdoor water
survey for residents to assess where you can conserve in your
outdoor water use. If you qualify, you can then attend a 'smart'
irrigation controller workshop, receive a FREE controller, and
reduce runoff outside your home. To participate, call 866-861-0784.

Ocean Friendly Program provides FREE native, ocean-friendly
landscaping workshops and available rebates for the 'smart' sprinkler
controller.

There are a number of programs available through West Basin
Municipal Water District and So Cal WaterSmart, for both indoors
and outdoors.  Be sure to take advantage of these programs! 

SBESC is operated by the South Bay Cities Council of
Governments whose members are the sixteen cities of the South
Bay.  SBESC is located at 15901 Hawthorne Blvd., Suite 400,
Lawndale, CA  90260.  The telephone number is 310-371-7222.
Visit our website for more information about ways to save water
www.sbesc.com.  Call and find out about our volunteer program!!

On April 30, 2009, over 40 South Bay city council members, school
board members, city managers, school superintendents and department
heads from 21 different agencies spent a day discussing common issues
and ways that they can work together.

Participants left the workshop with assignments for continuing their
dialogue to explore better coordination, cooperation, and efficiencies!
Now that’s teamwork!

S B C C O G ’ S  1 S T  E V E R  W O R K S H O P  B E T W E E N
C I T I E S  A N D  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T S
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use 1.2-1.6 gallons per flush as compared to older models that use
7 gallons per flush.

Talk to your family and friends about saving water.  If everyone does
a little, we all benefit a lot. 

Indoor

Single-Family Residents have access to FREE high-efficiency toilets
through West Basin's high-efficiency toilet (HET) give-away
program event. 

Regional Residential Rebate Program provides rebates for high-
efficiency toilets, high-efficiency clothes washers, synthetic turf,
'smart' sprinkler controllers, and rotating sprinkler nozzles, all on a
reservation basis. This program is coordinated by So Cal
WaterSmart in partnership with Metropolitan Water District.

Green Living for Apartments and Condos offers cash rebates, free
devices, and free installation for water-saving devices for
apartments, condominiums, townhomes, duplexes, triplexes, and
mobile homes.  Devices offered include water-efficient showerheads,
kitchen faucet aerators, compact fluorescent light bulbs and high-
efficiency toilets.

Outdoor

Green Garden Program provides a professional outdoor water
survey for residents to assess where you can conserve in your
outdoor water use. If you qualify, you can then attend a 'smart'
irrigation controller workshop, receive a FREE controller, and
reduce runoff outside your home. To participate, call 866-861-0784.

Ocean Friendly Program provides FREE native, ocean-friendly
landscaping workshops and available rebates for the 'smart' sprinkler
controller.

There are a number of programs available through West Basin
Municipal Water District and So Cal WaterSmart, for both indoors
and outdoors.  Be sure to take advantage of these programs! 

SBESC is operated by the South Bay Cities Council of
Governments whose members are the sixteen cities of the South
Bay.  SBESC is located at 15901 Hawthorne Blvd., Suite 400,
Lawndale, CA  90260.  The telephone number is 310-371-7222.
Visit our website for more information about ways to save water
www.sbesc.com.  Call and find out about our volunteer program!!

On April 30, 2009, over 40 South Bay city council members, school
board members, city managers, school superintendents and department
heads from 21 different agencies spent a day discussing common issues
and ways that they can work together.

Participants left the workshop with assignments for continuing their
dialogue to explore better coordination, cooperation, and efficiencies!
Now that’s teamwork!

S B C C O G ’ S  1 S T  E V E R  W O R K S H O P  B E T W E E N
C I T I E S  A N D  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T S
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S B C C O G  C O N D U C T S  P H A S E  2  O F
T H E  S O U T H  B AY  G O O D S  M O V E M E N T  S T U D Y

In February 2008, South Bay Cities
Council of Governments (SBCCOG)
contracted the services of KOA
Corporation to conduct Phase 2 of the
South Bay Goods Movement Study.  The
purpose of the study was to identify and
prioritize projects within the region for
implementation.   Phase 2 further analyzed
key issues and impacts that were identified
in the Phase 1 Goods Movement Study.
The Phase 2 analysis included development
of conceptual design plans and
funding strategies for each of
the top priority projects.

The Phase 1 study, which was
conducted in 2007, provided
an overview of goods
movement in the South Bay
Sub-Region and identified key
issues and impacted corridors
related to truck and rail.  This
work led to a series of
recommendations for
improving mobility for all
modes - including truck, rail,
and autos - where they
intersect with goods movement
operations.  The study
identified a total of 50 Early
Action Projects which were
categorized into six major
categories: (1) arterial lane
drop improvements, (2)
intersection improvements, (3)
truck related collision
locations, (4) pavement
rehabilitation and
reconstruction, (5) bridge and
grade separations, and (6) interchange
improvement from the “I-405 Arterial
Improvement Planning Studies” report.  

Based upon the findings in Phase  I, KOA
Corporation, under Phase 2, provided
additional analysis to prioritize the Early
Action Projects that were identified in the
previous study, assessed and included other
goods movement related projects within the
sub-region, assessed current and future
operating conditions, identified and
recommended improvement concepts, and

developed concept design plans, detailed
cost estimates, and an investment strategy
plan.

In addition to the 50 projects detailed in
the Phase I study, a secondary list of 119
projects, based on the South Bay
Transportation Projects list (SBTP), was
included to create a total of 169 projects.
When the status of the 169 projects and
understanding of their relevance to goods
movement was determined, meetings were

conducted to eliminate projects which were
not viable or relevant to goods movement.
For projects in which the status was
unknown after the meetings, field checks
were utilized to determine relevance.  After
several iterations of review and refinement,
a total of 32 projects were short-listed for
priority ranking.

Throughout the course of the Phase 2
study, KOA Corporation worked closely
with SBCCOG staff and the Project
Oversight Committee (primarily members

of the SBCCOG Infrastructure Working
Group) to identify a complete list of projects
and to finalize the high priority project list.
Once the complete list was created, it was
determined that 15 of the highest priority
projects would be selected.  

The final 15 high priority projects were
selected based on an extensive project
ranking system developed to objectively score
the 32 projects.  The ranking system
established the following elements (each

element included four specific
criteria): goods movement relevance,
implementation, financial,
operational, and policy issues.
Projects with a low score were
expected to have low benefits, while
a higher score indicated high benefit.

Of the 15 high priority projects
selected, 3 projects are in Inglewood
and Torrance each; Carson, County
of Los Angeles, and El Segundo each
have two projects; City of Los
Angeles, Hawthorne, and Redondo
Beach have one project each.  

KOA Corporation developed detailed
design plans for each of the 15 high
priority projects.  The design plans
provided the basis to estimate project
costs including construction, design,
utilities and right-of-way.  The total
cost estimated (in 2008/2009 dollars)
for all 15 priority projects equals
$126.4 million.  For each of the 15
high priority projects, a funding
strategy plan was developed outlining
available funding sources including:

CMAQ Program, FHWA Discretionary
Programs, Federal Appropriations, Highway
Bridge Program (HBP), High Priority Projects
(HPP), Highway Safety Improvement
Program, Proposition Bond Programs,
Proposition C, Regional Surface
Transportation Program (RSTP), Federal Safe
Routes to School Programs and Measure R
Local Return.

For further information, contact Kim Fuentes,
SBCCOG Deputy Executive Director @
kim@southbaycities.org 
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Showcase
City R A N C H O  PA L O S  V E R D E S :

G O I N G  G R E E N  

Do you want to put the “green” back in your wallet? “Green
Building” is a term given to buildings that are sited, designed,
constructed and operated to enhance the well-being of occupants,
and to minimize negative impacts on the community and natural
environment. Typically, “green buildings” are higher quality, provide
a healthier environment to live in, are less costly to maintain,
consume fewer natural resources, generate less waste and are more
marketable.

The City of Rancho Palos Verdes has implemented a
Green Building Program that allows RPV residents who
wish to construct residential “green buildings” to work
with a recognized organization in order to receive
certification, credit and marketability of green building
construction. In addition, the City has adopted incentives
such as “front-of-the-line” permit processing and
significant permit fee rebates to encourage all residents
throughout the City to pursue “green” construction. 

The City has adopted the Build
It Green suite of products and
services for single-family
residential and multi-family
residential projects, and LEED
suite of products for commercial,
institutional and/or mixed-use
projects. These sets of guidelines

provide City residents and property owners with recognized,
certified, and consistent guidelines and a rating system which
property owners can utilize for achieving green construction on
their properties.

Contact the City of Rancho Palos Verdes Planning Department at
(310) 544-5228 for helpful information on how RPV is
implementing the program and how it is working.

2

W A T E R  C O N S E RV A T I O N :  H O W  Y O U  C A N  H E L P

The South Bay Environmental Services
Center (SBESC) would like to remind you
about ways we can become more water
conscious and wise about how we use this
precious commodity.  The SBESC is the
South Bay’s local clearinghouse for energy
and water efficiency information and training.
California’s main water sources have been
severely impacted by record dry conditions.
And we’re already using our reserves to supply
our everyday water.  Our water situation is
serious.  But here’s how you can help.

CONSERVATION TIPS

Conserving water doesn't have to mean a major lifestyle change. It
can be as simple as taking a shorter shower or turning off the water
while you brush your teeth.  Water conservation goes hand in hand
with saving energy and saving money!

Need some ideas? Here are some simple tips that can help you save
water around your home.

Around the Yard

• Use only as much water as your yard needs.  If your grass springs
back when you step on it, it doesn’t need to be watered.  Check out
www.bewaterwise.com for a watering calculator that can help you
use only as much as you need.

• Check your sprinkler system for leaks, overspray and broken
sprinkler heads.  Don't water the sidewalks or the gutter. Make sure
your sprinklers are aimed on the grass.  

• Replace a portion of your lawn with California Friendly, drought-
tolerant plants. This can save you up to 1,800 gallons per month. 

• Install a "smart" sprinkler controller that determines the correct
amount of water based on your plants and the weather conditions. 

• Instead of using a hose to wash your car, use a bucket and low-flow
spray nozzle. 

• You can save up to 150 gallons of water by using a broom to clean
sidewalks and driveways instead of a hose.

• Water your yard only before 8 a.m. to reduce evaporation and
interference from wind.

• Use mulch.  Save hundreds of gallons of water a year by using
organic mulch around plants to reduce evaporation.

Around the House

• A leaky faucet can waste up to 20 gallons per day. Check your
faucets, plumbing joints and sprinkler systems to make sure you
aren't wasting water. 

• Shorten your showers. Even a two-minute reduction can save you
up to 700 gallons of water per month. 

• Turn off the water when you're not using it while brushing your

teeth, washing your face or taking a shower. 

• Don't use the toilet as a waste basket. 

• Running only full loads in the dishwasher and washing machine
can save you up to 800 gallons per month. 

• The most water-consuming machine in the house is the washing
machine. By replacing it with a high-efficiency model, you can
conserve water and energy. 

• Upgrade to an Ultra-Low-Flush or High-Efficiency Toilet, which
use 1.2-1.6 gallons per flush as compared to older models that use
7 gallons per flush.

Talk to your family and friends about saving water.  If everyone does
a little, we all benefit a lot. 

Indoor

Single-Family Residents have access to FREE high-efficiency toilets
through West Basin's high-efficiency toilet (HET) give-away
program event. 

Regional Residential Rebate Program provides rebates for high-
efficiency toilets, high-efficiency clothes washers, synthetic turf,
'smart' sprinkler controllers, and rotating sprinkler nozzles, all on a
reservation basis. This program is coordinated by So Cal
WaterSmart in partnership with Metropolitan Water District.

Green Living for Apartments and Condos offers cash rebates, free
devices, and free installation for water-saving devices for
apartments, condominiums, townhomes, duplexes, triplexes, and
mobile homes.  Devices offered include water-efficient showerheads,
kitchen faucet aerators, compact fluorescent light bulbs and high-
efficiency toilets.

Outdoor

Green Garden Program provides a professional outdoor water
survey for residents to assess where you can conserve in your
outdoor water use. If you qualify, you can then attend a 'smart'
irrigation controller workshop, receive a FREE controller, and
reduce runoff outside your home. To participate, call 866-861-0784.

Ocean Friendly Program provides FREE native, ocean-friendly
landscaping workshops and available rebates for the 'smart' sprinkler
controller.

There are a number of programs available through West Basin
Municipal Water District and So Cal WaterSmart, for both indoors
and outdoors.  Be sure to take advantage of these programs! 

SBESC is operated by the South Bay Cities Council of
Governments whose members are the sixteen cities of the South
Bay.  SBESC is located at 15901 Hawthorne Blvd., Suite 400,
Lawndale, CA  90260.  The telephone number is 310-371-7222.
Visit our website for more information about ways to save water
www.sbesc.com.  Call and find out about our volunteer program!!

On April 30, 2009, over 40 South Bay city council members, school
board members, city managers, school superintendents and department
heads from 21 different agencies spent a day discussing common issues
and ways that they can work together.

Participants left the workshop with assignments for continuing their
dialogue to explore better coordination, cooperation, and efficiencies!
Now that’s teamwork!

S B C C O G ’ S  1 S T  E V E R  W O R K S H O P  B E T W E E N
C I T I E S  A N D  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T S
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The SBCCOG has a grant from the AQMD to
pilot slow speed Neighborhood Electric Vehicles
and has applied for consulting assistance from
SCAG to explore the Complete Streets concept.
The following article is from the American
Planning Association website:

www.planning.org/research/streets/index.htm 

The American Planning Association and the
National Complete Streets Coalition have
launched a research project on complete
streets. The effort is intended to transform
community planning, urban design, and
engineering street design practices to better
meet the needs of all forms of vehicular and
non-vehicular transportation — cars, transit,
pedestrians, (including pedestrians with
disabilities), and bicyclists.

For too long, our states, cities, counties, and
towns have built miles of streets and roads that
are safe and comfortable only for motor vehicle
travel. Sprawling communities have become
dangerous and inconvenient places to walk,
bicycle, or take transit, leaving little choice for
getting around. A recent federal survey found
that about one-quarter of walking trips take

COMPLETE STREETS

place on roads without sidewalks or shoulders,
and bike lanes are available for only about five
percent of bicycle trips. While nine percent of
all trips are made by foot or bicycle, more than
13 percent of all traffic fatalities are bicyclists
or pedestrians.

Close to 5,000 pedestrians and bicyclists die
each year on U.S. roads. Unfortunately, these
roads have characteristics with which we are all
too familiar — a lack of sidewalks or crosswalks,
lanes too narrow to share with bicyclists, little
or no room for transit riders, and no
accommodation for people with disabilities —
essentially leaving us with incomplete streets.  

Complete Streets represents a paradigm shift in
traditional road construction philosophy.
Instead of a project-by-project struggle to
accommodate bicycle- and pedestrian-friendly
practices, complete streets policies require all
road construction and improvement projects to
begin by evaluating how the right-of-way serves
all who use it. The Federal Highway
Administration endorsed this approach in 2000
but it has yet to be widely implemented.
Therefore, this project presents an opportunity
to help bring more complete streets to

communities nationwide by providing information
on best practices.

Note:  Governor Schwarzenegger signed into law the
Complete Streets Act of 2008 (AB 1358) which
requires that local jurisdictions include complete streets
policies as part of substantive changes to their general
plans beginning in January. 2011.

C A L E N D A R
All meetings are open to the public

June
8 Steering Committee
8 Legislative Committee

10 GIS Working Group
17 Livable Communities
24 Infrastructure Working Group
25 Board of Directors

July
13 Steering Committee
13 Legislative Committee
8 GIS Working Group

15 Livable Communities
22 Infrastructure Working Group
23 Board of Directors
30 Green Task Force

August
10 Steering Committee
10 Legislative Committee
12 GIS Working Group
19 Livable Communities
26 Infrastructure Working Group
26 Transportation Committee
27 Board of Directors

Contact jacki@southbaycities.org for further
information.

F E D E R A L  S T I M U L U S  F U N D I N G  
P R E S E N T S  O P P O RT U N I T I E S  F O R  C I T I E S

South Bay Cities Council of Governments
(SBCCOG) has taken the initiative to help South Bay
cities use their federal energy stimulus funding to
implement actual energy saving projects.  SBCCOG
has contracted with Energy Innovation Group (EIG)
to work with the South Bay Environmental Services
Center (SBESC) to review city facilities and identify
energy saving projects.  The goal is to achieve the
highest possible level of energy savings and to qualify
for the maximum possible funding available through
the stimulus and SCE/ GAS rebates.  “The response to
these initiatives demonstrates the added value of the
SBCCOG and its technical services and
implementation arm which helps cities by serving as
an extension of our staff – especially in these lean
times,” stated Steve Diels, SBCCOG Chair and
Redondo Beach City Councilman

“This comes just as the SBESC is kicking off its 2009-
2011 SCE Energy Leader Program which includes
special rebate and cash incentives over and above
regular SCE rebates for SBCCOG cities and provides
an opportunity to leverage funding that otherwise
would not exist,” Diels added.

Both EIG and SBESC staffs have been busy visiting
cities and explaining to city staff available energy-
saving opportunities.  An audit will be prepared and
the appropriate applications will be submitted by cities
to receive their Federal Stimulus funding for energy
projects.  Cities will be able to benefit from economic
opportunities by leveraging funding from various
sources such as: Federal Stimulus Funding, rebates and
Energy Leader Cash Incentives, as well as low interest
loans through the California Energy Commission.

The first deadline is for cities with populations over

WHAT DO CELL PHONES AND INKJET
TONER CARTRIDGES HAVE IN COMMON?
SBESC is collecting your used cell phones and empty inkjet cartridges for recycling.
We have partnered with Planet Green in a fundraising effort to collect empty
cartridges and used cell phones. It's a great way to raise money while helping our
environment, too! Just bring your empty inkjet cartridges and used cell phones to
our office at 15901 Hawthorne Blvd., Suite 400, Lawndale, CA 90260.  It's that
easy. Start collecting today! See page 2 for more earth-friendly tips!

35,000 and applications will go through the
Department of Energy.  For cities under 35,000 in
population, their applications go through the
California Energy Commission which is still setting its
deadlines as of this publication date.  EIG will be
assisting cities both large and small to identify projects
and hopefully take them through implementation.

The availability of stimulus dollars and the special
benefit of SBCCOG/SBESC Energy Leader Program
with SCE present the perfect time to take advantage
of all the worthwhile energy-saving opportunities.
The SBCCOG has developed an extraordinary
program to guide cities to achieve the maximum
possible benefit - without any cost to the cities.
Through contracted services with EIG, cities have a
one-stop, single source partner to develop strategies to
effectively use the latest energy efficiency
technological advances, as well as the complete
installation of all opportunities.

SBCCOG cities are eligible for the new Energy
Leader Program offered through SCE.  Not only does
the program allow SBESC to continue educating
cities, businesses and residents regarding energy
efficiency via the many workshops offered, but the
new program also offers cash incentives over and
above regular SCE rebates.   

All of the above mentioned efforts deliver a very
powerful message: It’s time to implement these long-
awaited energy saving projects around city hall to
truly “green” your city by Saving Water, Energy,
Money and the Environment.  

Contact Marilyn Lyon at marilyn@sbesc.com for
further questions regarding this initiative.

Showcase
City T O R R A N C E :  

I N T E L L I G E N T  T R A N S P O RTAT I O N
S Y S T E M  ( I T S )  T O  P R O V I D E

B E T T E R  C I R C U L AT I O N

In 1992, the Los Angeles Metropolitan Transportation Authority
(MTA), now known as Metro, adopted a 30-Year Integrated
Transportation Plan.  The Plan stressed the goal for an increase in
mobility across jurisdictional boundaries, a reduction in congestion
delays and improvement in air quality. 

In 1993, Metro funded a Conceptual Design Study for the South
Bay region to comply with the MTA 30-Year Plan.  The Conceptual
Design was regionally approved through the South Bay Cities
Council of Government (SBCCOG).

Since 1995, the Los Angeles County Department of Public Works
(LACDPW) has taken the lead on behalf of the South Bay cities in
filing applications and providing the local match funding for the
South Bay Signal Synchronization Projects.  The South Bay Projects
consist of two components: Traffic Signal Synchronization Project
(Tier I) and Intelligent Transportation System (Tier II).

TSSP or Tier I projects consist of the design and construction of
operational improvements; upgrade traffic signal equipment and
time-base signal timing coordination, on identified arterial roadways.

ITS consists of Tier II & Tier III Improvements):  Tier II consists of
the design and implementation of a field communication system to
collect and transmit real time traffic information through Closed
Circuit Television (CCTV) cameras and system detectors.  Tier III
consists of the design and implementation of non-field (Office)
components such as the Traffic Management Center (TMC) and
Traffic Control System (TCS) that will communicate with field
elements. 

The City of Torrance has been working with the LACDPW to
implement the ITS system in Torrance.  The cooperative agreements
between the City of Torrance and the LACDPW and their
respective contractor have been approved by the Torrance City
Council.  The ITS system is valued at approximately $2.5 million
dollars and includes installation of: 

1. Communication hardwire interconnect, and radio at missing
areas; 

2. Field communication system to collect and transmit real time
traffic information through Closed Circuit Television (CCTV)
cameras at seven locations; 

3. Traffic Management Center (TMC) located in the Public Works
Department at the City Yard, which consists of a work station,
and video wall to monitor, view and operate the traffic signals in
Torrance ; 

4. Traffic Control System (TCS) that will communicate with field
elements; and 

5. Information Network Exchange (IEN), allowing the City of
Torrance to exchange information with other agencies. 

Construction is scheduled to begin in the middle of June 2009.
The contractor will start with the installation of hardwire
interconnects and radios. The contractor will subsequently install
the Traffic Control System called “Centracs”.  LACDPW will
install the CCTV cameras at the identified locations. Meanwhile,
the design of the TMC will be finalize; its construction will take
place in the summer.  The City of Torrance anticipates to
complete the ITS installation by the end of 2009.

The implementation of the ITS system will enhance the City’s
capability of monitoring and controlling its own traffic signals by
upgrading the current system and by adding additional signals on
line.  It will also allow staff to remotely view congestion, provide
incident verification and response at intersections, as well as to
remotely identify and address traffic signal malfunctions.
Implementation of ITS system will help reduce the idling of cars
and delays at intersections, thereby  reducing the emissions of
greenhouse gases.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please
call Sepideh Sedadi at Community Development Department
310-618-5990

Follow the activities of the SBCCOG at SOUTHBAYCITIES.ORG
• View meeting information

• View studies the COG is working on or has completed

Please send us any suggestions or comments regarding specific information 
you would like posted to Jacki@southbaycities.org

SBCCOG IN EV FIELD TEST

BMW Group is
launching a Field
Trial of the first,
100% electric,
zero-emissions
MINI. 500
vehicles have
been produced
and 250 will be
placed in the
Southern

California area for one year.  The SBCCOG will be
participating by driving 2 of the MINI Es starting at the end of
June for the next year..

The field test vehicles can go up to 95 mph and have a range of
approximately 100 miles on a charge.   

On May 11, the SBCCOG/SBESC staff as well as Steve Diels
drove the vehicle at South Bay BMW.
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The SBCCOG has a grant from the AQMD to
pilot slow speed Neighborhood Electric Vehicles
and has applied for consulting assistance from
SCAG to explore the Complete Streets concept.
The following article is from the American
Planning Association website:

www.planning.org/research/streets/index.htm 

The American Planning Association and the
National Complete Streets Coalition have
launched a research project on complete
streets. The effort is intended to transform
community planning, urban design, and
engineering street design practices to better
meet the needs of all forms of vehicular and
non-vehicular transportation — cars, transit,
pedestrians, (including pedestrians with
disabilities), and bicyclists.

For too long, our states, cities, counties, and
towns have built miles of streets and roads that
are safe and comfortable only for motor vehicle
travel. Sprawling communities have become
dangerous and inconvenient places to walk,
bicycle, or take transit, leaving little choice for
getting around. A recent federal survey found
that about one-quarter of walking trips take

COMPLETE STREETS

place on roads without sidewalks or shoulders,
and bike lanes are available for only about five
percent of bicycle trips. While nine percent of
all trips are made by foot or bicycle, more than
13 percent of all traffic fatalities are bicyclists
or pedestrians.

Close to 5,000 pedestrians and bicyclists die
each year on U.S. roads. Unfortunately, these
roads have characteristics with which we are all
too familiar — a lack of sidewalks or crosswalks,
lanes too narrow to share with bicyclists, little
or no room for transit riders, and no
accommodation for people with disabilities —
essentially leaving us with incomplete streets.  

Complete Streets represents a paradigm shift in
traditional road construction philosophy.
Instead of a project-by-project struggle to
accommodate bicycle- and pedestrian-friendly
practices, complete streets policies require all
road construction and improvement projects to
begin by evaluating how the right-of-way serves
all who use it. The Federal Highway
Administration endorsed this approach in 2000
but it has yet to be widely implemented.
Therefore, this project presents an opportunity
to help bring more complete streets to

communities nationwide by providing information
on best practices.

Note:  Governor Schwarzenegger signed into law the
Complete Streets Act of 2008 (AB 1358) which
requires that local jurisdictions include complete streets
policies as part of substantive changes to their general
plans beginning in January. 2011.

C A L E N D A R
All meetings are open to the public

June
8 Steering Committee
8 Legislative Committee

10 GIS Working Group
17 Livable Communities
24 Infrastructure Working Group
25 Board of Directors

July
13 Steering Committee
13 Legislative Committee
8 GIS Working Group

15 Livable Communities
22 Infrastructure Working Group
23 Board of Directors
30 Green Task Force

August
10 Steering Committee
10 Legislative Committee
12 GIS Working Group
19 Livable Communities
26 Infrastructure Working Group
26 Transportation Committee
27 Board of Directors

Contact jacki@southbaycities.org for further
information.

F E D E R A L  S T I M U L U S  F U N D I N G  
P R E S E N T S  O P P O RT U N I T I E S  F O R  C I T I E S

South Bay Cities Council of Governments
(SBCCOG) has taken the initiative to help South Bay
cities use their federal energy stimulus funding to
implement actual energy saving projects.  SBCCOG
has contracted with Energy Innovation Group (EIG)
to work with the South Bay Environmental Services
Center (SBESC) to review city facilities and identify
energy saving projects.  The goal is to achieve the
highest possible level of energy savings and to qualify
for the maximum possible funding available through
the stimulus and SCE/ GAS rebates.  “The response to
these initiatives demonstrates the added value of the
SBCCOG and its technical services and
implementation arm which helps cities by serving as
an extension of our staff – especially in these lean
times,” stated Steve Diels, SBCCOG Chair and
Redondo Beach City Councilman

“This comes just as the SBESC is kicking off its 2009-
2011 SCE Energy Leader Program which includes
special rebate and cash incentives over and above
regular SCE rebates for SBCCOG cities and provides
an opportunity to leverage funding that otherwise
would not exist,” Diels added.

Both EIG and SBESC staffs have been busy visiting
cities and explaining to city staff available energy-
saving opportunities.  An audit will be prepared and
the appropriate applications will be submitted by cities
to receive their Federal Stimulus funding for energy
projects.  Cities will be able to benefit from economic
opportunities by leveraging funding from various
sources such as: Federal Stimulus Funding, rebates and
Energy Leader Cash Incentives, as well as low interest
loans through the California Energy Commission.

The first deadline is for cities with populations over

WHAT DO CELL PHONES AND INKJET
TONER CARTRIDGES HAVE IN COMMON?
SBESC is collecting your used cell phones and empty inkjet cartridges for recycling.
We have partnered with Planet Green in a fundraising effort to collect empty
cartridges and used cell phones. It's a great way to raise money while helping our
environment, too! Just bring your empty inkjet cartridges and used cell phones to
our office at 15901 Hawthorne Blvd., Suite 400, Lawndale, CA 90260.  It's that
easy. Start collecting today! See page 2 for more earth-friendly tips!

35,000 and applications will go through the
Department of Energy.  For cities under 35,000 in
population, their applications go through the
California Energy Commission which is still setting its
deadlines as of this publication date.  EIG will be
assisting cities both large and small to identify projects
and hopefully take them through implementation.

The availability of stimulus dollars and the special
benefit of SBCCOG/SBESC Energy Leader Program
with SCE present the perfect time to take advantage
of all the worthwhile energy-saving opportunities.
The SBCCOG has developed an extraordinary
program to guide cities to achieve the maximum
possible benefit - without any cost to the cities.
Through contracted services with EIG, cities have a
one-stop, single source partner to develop strategies to
effectively use the latest energy efficiency
technological advances, as well as the complete
installation of all opportunities.

SBCCOG cities are eligible for the new Energy
Leader Program offered through SCE.  Not only does
the program allow SBESC to continue educating
cities, businesses and residents regarding energy
efficiency via the many workshops offered, but the
new program also offers cash incentives over and
above regular SCE rebates.   

All of the above mentioned efforts deliver a very
powerful message: It’s time to implement these long-
awaited energy saving projects around city hall to
truly “green” your city by Saving Water, Energy,
Money and the Environment.  

Contact Marilyn Lyon at marilyn@sbesc.com for
further questions regarding this initiative.

Showcase
City T O R R A N C E :  

I N T E L L I G E N T  T R A N S P O RTAT I O N
S Y S T E M  ( I T S )  T O  P R O V I D E

B E T T E R  C I R C U L AT I O N

In 1992, the Los Angeles Metropolitan Transportation Authority
(MTA), now known as Metro, adopted a 30-Year Integrated
Transportation Plan.  The Plan stressed the goal for an increase in
mobility across jurisdictional boundaries, a reduction in congestion
delays and improvement in air quality. 

In 1993, Metro funded a Conceptual Design Study for the South
Bay region to comply with the MTA 30-Year Plan.  The Conceptual
Design was regionally approved through the South Bay Cities
Council of Government (SBCCOG).

Since 1995, the Los Angeles County Department of Public Works
(LACDPW) has taken the lead on behalf of the South Bay cities in
filing applications and providing the local match funding for the
South Bay Signal Synchronization Projects.  The South Bay Projects
consist of two components: Traffic Signal Synchronization Project
(Tier I) and Intelligent Transportation System (Tier II).

TSSP or Tier I projects consist of the design and construction of
operational improvements; upgrade traffic signal equipment and
time-base signal timing coordination, on identified arterial roadways.

ITS consists of Tier II & Tier III Improvements):  Tier II consists of
the design and implementation of a field communication system to
collect and transmit real time traffic information through Closed
Circuit Television (CCTV) cameras and system detectors.  Tier III
consists of the design and implementation of non-field (Office)
components such as the Traffic Management Center (TMC) and
Traffic Control System (TCS) that will communicate with field
elements. 

The City of Torrance has been working with the LACDPW to
implement the ITS system in Torrance.  The cooperative agreements
between the City of Torrance and the LACDPW and their
respective contractor have been approved by the Torrance City
Council.  The ITS system is valued at approximately $2.5 million
dollars and includes installation of: 

1. Communication hardwire interconnect, and radio at missing
areas; 

2. Field communication system to collect and transmit real time
traffic information through Closed Circuit Television (CCTV)
cameras at seven locations; 

3. Traffic Management Center (TMC) located in the Public Works
Department at the City Yard, which consists of a work station,
and video wall to monitor, view and operate the traffic signals in
Torrance ; 

4. Traffic Control System (TCS) that will communicate with field
elements; and 

5. Information Network Exchange (IEN), allowing the City of
Torrance to exchange information with other agencies. 

Construction is scheduled to begin in the middle of June 2009.
The contractor will start with the installation of hardwire
interconnects and radios. The contractor will subsequently install
the Traffic Control System called “Centracs”.  LACDPW will
install the CCTV cameras at the identified locations. Meanwhile,
the design of the TMC will be finalize; its construction will take
place in the summer.  The City of Torrance anticipates to
complete the ITS installation by the end of 2009.

The implementation of the ITS system will enhance the City’s
capability of monitoring and controlling its own traffic signals by
upgrading the current system and by adding additional signals on
line.  It will also allow staff to remotely view congestion, provide
incident verification and response at intersections, as well as to
remotely identify and address traffic signal malfunctions.
Implementation of ITS system will help reduce the idling of cars
and delays at intersections, thereby  reducing the emissions of
greenhouse gases.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please
call Sepideh Sedadi at Community Development Department
310-618-5990

Follow the activities of the SBCCOG at SOUTHBAYCITIES.ORG
• View meeting information

• View studies the COG is working on or has completed

Please send us any suggestions or comments regarding specific information 
you would like posted to Jacki@southbaycities.org

SBCCOG IN EV FIELD TEST

BMW Group is
launching a Field
Trial of the first,
100% electric,
zero-emissions
MINI. 500
vehicles have
been produced
and 250 will be
placed in the
Southern

California area for one year.  The SBCCOG will be
participating by driving 2 of the MINI Es starting at the end of
June for the next year..

The field test vehicles can go up to 95 mph and have a range of
approximately 100 miles on a charge.   

On May 11, the SBCCOG/SBESC staff as well as Steve Diels
drove the vehicle at South Bay BMW.


