
SOUTH BAY CITIES COUNCIL OF 
GOVERNMENTS WELCOMES L.A. 

COUNTY AS A NEW MEMBER

The County is pleased to be able to announce the 
implementation of ALERT LA County. ALERT 
LA County is a web-based, community-alert 
notification system designed to make mass telephone 
calls to residents and businesses in a timely manner 
during emergencies or disasters.   It is intended for 
use as an alerting/warning tool where the public is 
being asked to take specific protective actions, such 
as evacuations, shelter in place, etc.

This system is not intended for routine notifications.  
Nor is it intended to replace Amber Alerts, notify 
of closed roadways or building closures, absent other 
threat circumstances.  In circumstances related to 
critical missing children, the system maybe used in 
specific targeted areas to assist with an immediate and 
timely notification for public assistance in the search.

When activated, the system uses the 911 data base 
and precise GIS mapping technology to quickly 
target and disseminate emergency information to 
the public.  The messages are text and recorded 
to notify populations on how to proceed during 
the ongoing emergency.  Individuals using non 
landline cellular and VoIP phones can register 
their numbers online at www.alert.lacounty.gov to 
receive the emergency notifications.

For persons using a TTY/TDD phone system, 
ALERT LA County will automatically recognize 
their communication device and text their 
message to them.

The ALERT LA system is activated by the Sheriff ’s 
Communications Personnel working with the 
Incident Commander. For further information go to 
www.alert.lacounty.gov/

“ALERT LA COUNTY”
MASS EMERGENCY

NOTIFICATION SYSTEM

Between 2004 and 2009 the SBCCOG used funding from SCAG and Metro to conduct an in-depth study of how land 
use and transportation can work together to reduce auto dependence and related outcomes including green house gas 
emissions, gasoline consumption, and congestion.  The report, Sustainable South Bay, is available at www.southbaycities.org.

One of the key elements of the Mobility Vision involves creating the conditions by which the 175,000 second and third 
vehicles in the homes of South Bay residents can be replaced by gasoline-free local use vehicles (LUV).  LUVs include 
everything from traditional bicycles and skateboards to Segways and neighborhood electric vehicles (NEV).

As the first implementation step for that Vision element, SBCCOG Board voted in March, 2008 to become an NEV 
Friendly sub-region; and the AQMD subsequently provided a grant to demonstrate the costs and benefits of using NEVs 
for local trips.  This is known as the LUV Project for Local Use Vehicle.

Over the next two years the SBCCOG will have 5 or 6 NEVs to loan to people and businesses who can test them in various 
uses – such as providing mobility for seniors, driving a short distance to work, delivering pizza, providing a shared vehicle 
for tenants of an apartment building or condominium project, and so forth   The plan is to loan the vehicles for 3 to 6 
months at a time and then rotate them to another group of participants to test other uses.

While the demonstration will focus on downtown El Segundo and Riviera Village in Redondo Beach, the SBCCOG is 
accepting applications from residents and businesses throughout the South Bay.  We intend to seek additional funds in 
order to expand the program, so having a ready list of potential participants will be useful.  The SBCCOG is also in the 
process of arranging discounts for those who want to take the plunge and purchase one of these all-electric, slow speed, 
short range vehicles.

The short range goal is to encourage residents and businesses to deploy vehicles appropriate to the characteristics of the 
trip.  Short trips do not require more than an LUV.

For more information on the LUV Project (including on online application to participate) and the Sustainable South Bay 
Report, go to www.southbaycities.org.
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NEW IDEAS FOR GETTING
AROUND THE SOUTH BAY -  LUV

C A L E N D A R

All meetings are open to the public

September

 23 Infrastructure Working Group 
 24 Board of Directors

October
 8 Technology Committee 
 12 Steering Committee 
  Legislative Committee 
 14 GIS Working Group 
 21 Livable Communities 
  Working Group 
 22 Board of Directors 
 28 Infrastructure Working Group 
 29 South Bay Cities Green 
  Task Force

November

 9 Steering Committee 
  Legislative Committee 
 11 GIS Working Group 
 18 Livable Communities 
  Working Group 
 19 Board of Directors 
 25 Infrastructure Working Group

December

 9 GIS Working Group 
 11 Technology Committee 
 14 Steering Committee 
 16 Livable Communities 
  Working Group

Contact jacki@southbaycities.org 
for further information.
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For the first time since the creation of the SBCCOG 
in 1994, a new member has been invited to join.  This 
spring, the Board of Directors invited LA County to 
join the SBCCOG and Supervisors Don Knabe and 
Mark Ridley-Thomas to become delegates of the Board 
of Directors.

Having the County of Los Angeles at the Board table will 
allow us to better represent the interests of all residents and 
businesses in the South Bay.  There are estimated to be 
approximately 125,000 residents in county unincorporated 
areas throughout the South Bay.County membership in the 
SBCCOG will also provide our cities with more direct 
interaction with our supervisors and county staff on 
programs and projects of the SBCCOG.

The city councils of the SBCCOG members needed to 
vote on an amendment to our Joint Powers Authority 
agreement and a 2/3 vote of approval which is 11 cities 
was required to make the change.  After member approval 
was achieved, the County Board of Supervisors voted to 
accept our invitation to join.

Welcome, LA County and Supervisors Don Knabe and 
Mark Ridley-Thomas!!!

S O U T H  B AY  
H O U S I N G  

S N A P S H O T

METRO OFFERS NEW VANPOOL BENEFIT TO BUILDING 
OWNERS AND EMPLOYERS IN LOS ANGELES

Metro and the South Bay Environmental Service Center (SBESC) are working together to promote 
vanpooling to cities, building owners and employers.  Metro offers an on-going monthly subsidy of up to $400 
for qualified vanpools for tenants and/or employees. In addition to promoting the subsidy, SBESC staff and 
Metro are providing technical assistance to help develop and start vanpools.
The program is designed to be easily implemented by cities, building owners and employers.  SBESC and Metro 
provides personal assistance, marketing materials including brochures, fliers, newsletter articles, posters and banners.  
Cities, building owners and employers who enroll in the program will receive assistance with setting up rideshare 
alternatives.  These services include:

• Surveying to identify potential for setting up vanpools and other rideshare arrangements.
• Rideguides to employees that include rideshare, transit and vanpool information.
• Providing assistance with vanpool formation including organizing meetings  with tenants and employees.
• Connecting vanpool groups with approved Metro vanpool leasing companies.

These services are part of a five year $19 million dollar program Metro’s Board of Directors approved in 2006.  
Metro currently provides subsidies to over 800 vanpools.  Companies such as City of Torrance, Honeywell, Kaiser 
Permanente, and Boeing participate in the program.  Metro has been working with SBESC for the past two 
months and has developed an in-depth assistance program for building owners and employers.
For more information or to set up an appointment contact Sahar Sedadi at the South Bay Environmental 
Services Center at 310-371-7222 or sahar@southbaycities.org.

By Sheri Fejeran, President, South Bay Association of REALTORS®

A glance at the South Bay housing market shows the diversity of growth, jobs, economic levels 
and demographics that defines our region. The South Bay has not escaped the struggles that 
other communities are experiencing in the current economy. However, we are fortunate that the 
impact of foreclosures, job layoffs and financial pressures is felt less here in the South Bay than it 
is in other areas.

Over the last twelve months (August 1, 2008 to July 31, 2009) the median single family home 
price has dropped 8% while the median condominium/townhome price has gone down 24%, as 
compared to the previous twelve months (August 1, 2007 to July 31, 2008). At the same time, the 
number of actual units sold in the South Bay increased by 17% for single family homes, while the 
number of  condominiums/townhome units sold showed little change, increasing 2.8%.

These figures are not evenly spread across all South Bay cities. Table 1 shows the different levels of 
median price changes, while Table 2 shows the change in single family units sold over the same time 
period. For example, Harbor City, Carson and Gardena have shown significant growth in dollar sales 
volume, while sales volume has dropped in El Segundo, Manhattan Beach, and Redondo Beach. 

Continued on Page 3

SBCCOG is pleased to sponsor “free brown-bag luncheon 
seminars” for city officials and staff on the Fundamentals 
of Municipal Government.  Seminars are lead by Mike 
Jenkins, SBCCOG legal counsel who donates his time and 
expertise to the SBCCOG.

SBCCOG MEMBERS 
LEARN TOGETHER 

OVER LUNCH



SBCCOG OFFICERS MEET WITH 
CPUC EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Every year, Americans use over 3 
million batteries. With the passage 
of recent California legislation 
outlawing the disposal of batteries 
in the regular trash, residents are 
wondering what to do with this type 
of household hazardous waste.

While most people know that 
batteries should not be thrown 

away, few know what to actually do with them. That is why 
the City of Rolling Hills Estates, in partnership with Waste 
Management, has started a one-year pilot program to make 
responsible disposal easier than ever. 

Under the new battery recycling program, residents can 
conveniently drop off an unlimited amount of batteries at 
locations throughout the City, and deposit them in one 
of Waste Management’s “BatteryTracker” buckets. These 
locations include City Hall, the George F. Canyon Nature 
Center, the Rolling Hills Estates Tennis Club, and Rite-Aid. 

The program includes unlimited recycling of AA, AAA, 
9 volt, C cell, D cell, Lantern, Nickel Cadmium, and Nickel 
Metal Hydride batteries. Other types of batteries, such as car 
batteries, cannot be accepted in the program

Improperly disposing of batteries is hazardous to the 
environment and human health because they contain 
mercury and other heavy metals. In landfills, heavy metals 
have the potential to leach slowly into soil, groundwater or 
surface water. Dry cell batteries contribute about 88 percent 
of the total mercury and 50 percent of the cadmium in the 
municipal solid waste stream. Recycling spent batteries is the 
best way to prevent further pollution.

“This program makes doing the right thing with your batteries 
easy and convenient,” says Vickie Wippel, Community 
Relations Manager at Waste Management, who administers 
the program. “Bringing your batteries in for recycling is one 
of the simplest things you can do to protect your local 
environment and preserve community health.”

Adds Greg Grammer, the City’s Assistant to the City 
Manager, “Providing safe and convenient universal waste  
disposal programs, such as this battery disposal program, is 
one more way the City of Rolling Hills Estates continues to 
meet the needs of residents and provide leadership in 
environmental protection.”

As part of the City’s public outreach efforts, the new program also 
stresses the advantages of using rechargeable batteries.

The pilot program is funded by a fee of $1.00 ($0.33 per month) 
added to each household’s quarterly billing statement for refuse service. 
For more information, call Greg Grammar at 310-377-1577 ext. 107

The South Bay Cities Council of Governments was 
delighted to host Paul Clanon, Executive Director of the 
California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) at the South 
Bay Environmental Services Center.  Mr. Clanon, based in 
San Francisco, came to our offices and met with our SBCCOG 
officers and South Bay Mayors - Kelly McDowell, El Segundo; 
Judy Mitchell, Rolling Hills Estates and Ellen Perkins, Palos 
Verdes Estates.  He learned about our programs and projects 
with residents, businesses and public agencies to save energy, 
water and the environment.  SBESC has operated under the 
auspices of the CPUC since 2002 in partnership with 
Southern California Edison and The Gas Company.

A first step in that direction was introducing Denise Tyrrell 
who is the new Southern California representative of the 
CPUC and works out of their downtown Los Angeles office.  
Ms. Tyrrell has already attended  several meetings to learn 
more about the energy partnerships in Southern California 
such as SBESC.

Our officers and Mr. Clanon had a good discussion on our 
mutual interests in energy savings.  They were able to explain 
the uniqueness of our program which combines energy and 
water savings and how we combine program incentives to 
provide more services and savings to those we work with.

Following the meeting, we 
learned that the CPUC is 
working to make full 
participation at CPUC 
hearings which are conduct-
ed in San Francisco available 
by video from their Los 
Angeles office.  They are 
hoping to have this operational 
in the fall.  This is great 
news for local governments 
in Southern California 
who don’t have the resources in funding or time to attend 
the meeting in San Francisco and it is also a credit to Mr. 
Clanon’s and Ms. Tyrrell’s swift follow through.

Since the meeting with our SBCCOG officers, we were 
delighted to once again host Denise Tyrrell and Paul Clanon 
at the SBESC’s August monthly partnership meeting at 
the Center. They attended the entire meeting, gave a CPUC 
update and some statewide perspective and learned more 
about all of our SBESC partners and how they work together 
on comprehensive programs and projects – SCE, The Gas 
Company, West Basin Municipal Water District, Torrance 
Water, Los Angeles County Sanitation District and Los Angeles 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority.

We applaud the CPUC outreach and look forward to working 
with Denise Tyrrell in Los Angeles and Paul Clanon and his 
staff in San Francisco.  This new open door can only help us 
make our partnership stronger.

The developers of the Palos Verdes Peninsula ringed the 
hill with four major roadways which provide access for area 
residents.  Those familiar with the Palos Verdes Peninsula 
know that the roadways along the west side of the Peninsula 
have been subject to erosion and land movement over the 
years, threatening not only the primary access for many 
drivers and pedestrians, but also the associated underground 
utilities.  Fortunately, after several years of study and 
evaluation, the City of Palos Verdes Estates is now poised 
to stabilize a bluff-top portion of Palos Verdes Drive West 
– a heavily used two lane segment of roadway in the heart 
of the City.

This area was the site 
of a landslide in the 
1980’s which destroyed 
two homes and led to 
ongoing maintenance 
activities where the City 
continually patches the 
street due to the slow 
movement of the slide 
area.  As the roadway is 
bordered by hillside 
residences to the east 
and sheer cliffs to the 
west, relocating the 
roadway is not an option.

In early 2000, the City 
began working with a 
team of consultants to 
develop a long-term 
solution to address 
the ongoing erosion 
of Palos Verdes Drive West.  The team surveyed the land 
movements for several years, drilled deep into the 
landslide, modeled the geology of the area, and identified 
alternative solutions to stabilize the roadway.  A variety of 
options were identified.  After reviewing the alternatives, 
in December of 2008, the Palos Verdes Estates City Council 
approved a design concept using vertical caissons and 
horizontal tiebacks to construct a wall at this location.

The recently completed engineering plans call for a wall 
of 300 feet in length built 50 feet deep into the cliff.  As a 
possible indicator of the state of the economy, 23 construction 
firms attended the mandatory pre-bid conference.  It is our 
hope that this high level of interest will result in reduced 
costs for the work, as our engineer’s cost estimate was 
approximately one million dollars for the project.

The City will complete this work through the use of 
$500,000 in Economic Stimulus infrastructure funding, 
$325,000 in Proposition 1B monies, and other funds as 
necessary as part of the award of the construction contract.

Serving as a vital link 
on the Palos Verdes 
Peninsula, Palos 
Verdes Drive West is 
used by approximately 
17,000 motorists 
per day – for work 
commutes, daily 
errands, and for 
parents and students 
to reach Palos 
Verdes High School 
and Palos Verdes 
Intermediate School.  
For many residents 
of the Peninsula, an 
interruption in the 
roadway would 
result in major 
inconvenience and 
longer emergency 
response times as 

well.  Additionally, because of the limited roadways 
accessing the Peninsula, perhaps the most important 
reason for stabilizing the roadway is to retain a vital 
transportation link should residents need to be 
evacuated due to an emergency.

With the contract award anticipated for September 2009, it is the City’s 
intent to complete the project with construction occurring over several 
months concluding by March 2010.  For more information, please 
contact PVE’s PublicWorks Director, Allan Rigg, at 310-378-0383.
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CITY OF PALOS VERDES ESTATES 

TO STABILIZE MAJOR ROADWAY 

ALONG THE BLUFFS

ROLLING HILLS ESTATES 
LAUNCHES NEW BATTERY 

RECYCLING PROGRAM

View: • Collection of our Mixed-used Studies
  • Transportation Project Activities &
   Transportation Project List 
  • Good Movements Study

Please send us any suggestions or comments regarding 
specific information you would like posted to  
Jacki@southbaycities.org

“Mr. Clanon expressed his commitment 
to work more closely with local 
governments and to give the CPUC a 
bigger presence in Southern California”

FOLLOW the ACTIVITIES of the SBCCOG at
SOUTHBAYCITIES.ORG

What do these numbers suggest about the direction of the housing 
market? Third-quarter performance (July 1, 2009 to August 10, 
2009) as compared to the same time frame twelve months earlier 
shows a housing sector that may be anticipating a rebound. While 
the overall sales volume (in dollars) for single family homes fell by 
9.9% in the last twelve months as compared to the previous 
twelve months, sales volume actually increased 6.7% in the third 
quarter-to-date in 2009, as compared to the third quarter-to-date 
in 2008. Still, the quarter-to-date median single home price is even 
lower, down 11.5%, while regional transaction volume (in units 
sold) is flat, showing a quarter-to-date growth of 3.6%.

The high sales volume, both in dollars and in number of units sold, 
in areas like Harbor City, Carson, and Gardena, suggests that prices 
in parts of the South Bay are reaching a level at which more buyers 
are comfortable bidding. In fact, many South Bay REALTORS® are 
seeing multiple bids on homes, which tend to drive the prices up.

While we are confident that the current economic environment 
represents the bottom of the economic cycle and not a longer-lasting 
malaise, we expect a few more quarters of economic belt- tightening. 
Still, we look forward to a smoother and quicker economic recovery in 
the South Bay than what may occur in other regions.

Our area benefits from strong and involved political leadership plus a 
diverse and family-friendly demographic base. Additionally, the South 
Bay benefits from its location: a coastal community, in and near 
major job centers in the Greater Los Angeles area, and nestled 
between the sixth busiest airport in the world and the fifth busiest 
port complex in the world. All of these factors together have combined 
to help strengthen the South Bay region over many years, and have 
helped buttress the region during the current economic climate.

The housing statistics were compiled by the South Bay Association of 
REALTORS® using data maintained by the Multi-Regional Multiple Listing 
Service, Inc. (MRMLS). MRLMS compiles data on listings and sales 
conducted by REALTORS® in the following cities in Southwest 
Los Angeles County: Carson, El Segundo, Gardena, Harbor City, Hawthorne, 
Hermosa Beach, Lawndale, Lomita, Manhattan Beach, Redondo Beach, 
San Pedro, Torrance, and Wilmington. The data published herein is 
deemed accurate but not guaranteed. Charts and data tables are 
rendered with BrokerMetrics® by Terradatum.

The South Bay Association of REALTORS® represents, educates and 
advocates for approximately 4,000 REALTORS® living and working in 
the South Bay between El Segundo and San Pedro, Calif.

Food for Thought – Continued from Page 6

Location of Roadway Stabilization Work in Palos Verdes Estates- 
 900 Block of Palos Verdes Drive West in PVE

Paul Clanon



SBCCOG OFFICERS MEET WITH 
CPUC EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Every year, Americans use over 3 
million batteries. With the passage 
of recent California legislation 
outlawing the disposal of batteries 
in the regular trash, residents are 
wondering what to do with this type 
of household hazardous waste.

While most people know that 
batteries should not be thrown 

away, few know what to actually do with them. That is why 
the City of Rolling Hills Estates, in partnership with Waste 
Management, has started a one-year pilot program to make 
responsible disposal easier than ever. 

Under the new battery recycling program, residents can 
conveniently drop off an unlimited amount of batteries at 
locations throughout the City, and deposit them in one 
of Waste Management’s “BatteryTracker” buckets. These 
locations include City Hall, the George F. Canyon Nature 
Center, the Rolling Hills Estates Tennis Club, and Rite-Aid. 

The program includes unlimited recycling of AA, AAA, 
9 volt, C cell, D cell, Lantern, Nickel Cadmium, and Nickel 
Metal Hydride batteries. Other types of batteries, such as car 
batteries, cannot be accepted in the program

Improperly disposing of batteries is hazardous to the 
environment and human health because they contain 
mercury and other heavy metals. In landfills, heavy metals 
have the potential to leach slowly into soil, groundwater or 
surface water. Dry cell batteries contribute about 88 percent 
of the total mercury and 50 percent of the cadmium in the 
municipal solid waste stream. Recycling spent batteries is the 
best way to prevent further pollution.

“This program makes doing the right thing with your batteries 
easy and convenient,” says Vickie Wippel, Community 
Relations Manager at Waste Management, who administers 
the program. “Bringing your batteries in for recycling is one 
of the simplest things you can do to protect your local 
environment and preserve community health.”

Adds Greg Grammer, the City’s Assistant to the City 
Manager, “Providing safe and convenient universal waste  
disposal programs, such as this battery disposal program, is 
one more way the City of Rolling Hills Estates continues to 
meet the needs of residents and provide leadership in 
environmental protection.”

As part of the City’s public outreach efforts, the new program also 
stresses the advantages of using rechargeable batteries.

The pilot program is funded by a fee of $1.00 ($0.33 per month) 
added to each household’s quarterly billing statement for refuse service. 
For more information, call Greg Grammar at 310-377-1577 ext. 107

The South Bay Cities Council of Governments was 
delighted to host Paul Clanon, Executive Director of the 
California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) at the South 
Bay Environmental Services Center.  Mr. Clanon, based in 
San Francisco, came to our offices and met with our SBCCOG 
officers and South Bay Mayors - Kelly McDowell, El Segundo; 
Judy Mitchell, Rolling Hills Estates and Ellen Perkins, Palos 
Verdes Estates.  He learned about our programs and projects 
with residents, businesses and public agencies to save energy, 
water and the environment.  SBESC has operated under the 
auspices of the CPUC since 2002 in partnership with 
Southern California Edison and The Gas Company.

A first step in that direction was introducing Denise Tyrrell 
who is the new Southern California representative of the 
CPUC and works out of their downtown Los Angeles office.  
Ms. Tyrrell has already attended  several meetings to learn 
more about the energy partnerships in Southern California 
such as SBESC.

Our officers and Mr. Clanon had a good discussion on our 
mutual interests in energy savings.  They were able to explain 
the uniqueness of our program which combines energy and 
water savings and how we combine program incentives to 
provide more services and savings to those we work with.

Following the meeting, we 
learned that the CPUC is 
working to make full 
participation at CPUC 
hearings which are conduct-
ed in San Francisco available 
by video from their Los 
Angeles office.  They are 
hoping to have this operational 
in the fall.  This is great 
news for local governments 
in Southern California 
who don’t have the resources in funding or time to attend 
the meeting in San Francisco and it is also a credit to Mr. 
Clanon’s and Ms. Tyrrell’s swift follow through.

Since the meeting with our SBCCOG officers, we were 
delighted to once again host Denise Tyrrell and Paul Clanon 
at the SBESC’s August monthly partnership meeting at 
the Center. They attended the entire meeting, gave a CPUC 
update and some statewide perspective and learned more 
about all of our SBESC partners and how they work together 
on comprehensive programs and projects – SCE, The Gas 
Company, West Basin Municipal Water District, Torrance 
Water, Los Angeles County Sanitation District and Los Angeles 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority.

We applaud the CPUC outreach and look forward to working 
with Denise Tyrrell in Los Angeles and Paul Clanon and his 
staff in San Francisco.  This new open door can only help us 
make our partnership stronger.

The developers of the Palos Verdes Peninsula ringed the 
hill with four major roadways which provide access for area 
residents.  Those familiar with the Palos Verdes Peninsula 
know that the roadways along the west side of the Peninsula 
have been subject to erosion and land movement over the 
years, threatening not only the primary access for many 
drivers and pedestrians, but also the associated underground 
utilities.  Fortunately, after several years of study and 
evaluation, the City of Palos Verdes Estates is now poised 
to stabilize a bluff-top portion of Palos Verdes Drive West 
– a heavily used two lane segment of roadway in the heart 
of the City.

This area was the site 
of a landslide in the 
1980’s which destroyed 
two homes and led to 
ongoing maintenance 
activities where the City 
continually patches the 
street due to the slow 
movement of the slide 
area.  As the roadway is 
bordered by hillside 
residences to the east 
and sheer cliffs to the 
west, relocating the 
roadway is not an option.

In early 2000, the City 
began working with a 
team of consultants to 
develop a long-term 
solution to address 
the ongoing erosion 
of Palos Verdes Drive West.  The team surveyed the land 
movements for several years, drilled deep into the 
landslide, modeled the geology of the area, and identified 
alternative solutions to stabilize the roadway.  A variety of 
options were identified.  After reviewing the alternatives, 
in December of 2008, the Palos Verdes Estates City Council 
approved a design concept using vertical caissons and 
horizontal tiebacks to construct a wall at this location.

The recently completed engineering plans call for a wall 
of 300 feet in length built 50 feet deep into the cliff.  As a 
possible indicator of the state of the economy, 23 construction 
firms attended the mandatory pre-bid conference.  It is our 
hope that this high level of interest will result in reduced 
costs for the work, as our engineer’s cost estimate was 
approximately one million dollars for the project.

The City will complete this work through the use of 
$500,000 in Economic Stimulus infrastructure funding, 
$325,000 in Proposition 1B monies, and other funds as 
necessary as part of the award of the construction contract.

Serving as a vital link 
on the Palos Verdes 
Peninsula, Palos 
Verdes Drive West is 
used by approximately 
17,000 motorists 
per day – for work 
commutes, daily 
errands, and for 
parents and students 
to reach Palos 
Verdes High School 
and Palos Verdes 
Intermediate School.  
For many residents 
of the Peninsula, an 
interruption in the 
roadway would 
result in major 
inconvenience and 
longer emergency 
response times as 

well.  Additionally, because of the limited roadways 
accessing the Peninsula, perhaps the most important 
reason for stabilizing the roadway is to retain a vital 
transportation link should residents need to be 
evacuated due to an emergency.

With the contract award anticipated for September 2009, it is the City’s 
intent to complete the project with construction occurring over several 
months concluding by March 2010.  For more information, please 
contact PVE’s PublicWorks Director, Allan Rigg, at 310-378-0383.

32 4

CITY OF PALOS VERDES ESTATES 

TO STABILIZE MAJOR ROADWAY 

ALONG THE BLUFFS

ROLLING HILLS ESTATES 
LAUNCHES NEW BATTERY 

RECYCLING PROGRAM

View: • Collection of our Mixed-used Studies
  • Transportation Project Activities &
   Transportation Project List 
  • Good Movements Study

Please send us any suggestions or comments regarding 
specific information you would like posted to  
Jacki@southbaycities.org

“Mr. Clanon expressed his commitment 
to work more closely with local 
governments and to give the CPUC a 
bigger presence in Southern California”

FOLLOW the ACTIVITIES of the SBCCOG at
SOUTHBAYCITIES.ORG

What do these numbers suggest about the direction of the housing 
market? Third-quarter performance (July 1, 2009 to August 10, 
2009) as compared to the same time frame twelve months earlier 
shows a housing sector that may be anticipating a rebound. While 
the overall sales volume (in dollars) for single family homes fell by 
9.9% in the last twelve months as compared to the previous 
twelve months, sales volume actually increased 6.7% in the third 
quarter-to-date in 2009, as compared to the third quarter-to-date 
in 2008. Still, the quarter-to-date median single home price is even 
lower, down 11.5%, while regional transaction volume (in units 
sold) is flat, showing a quarter-to-date growth of 3.6%.

The high sales volume, both in dollars and in number of units sold, 
in areas like Harbor City, Carson, and Gardena, suggests that prices 
in parts of the South Bay are reaching a level at which more buyers 
are comfortable bidding. In fact, many South Bay REALTORS® are 
seeing multiple bids on homes, which tend to drive the prices up.

While we are confident that the current economic environment 
represents the bottom of the economic cycle and not a longer-lasting 
malaise, we expect a few more quarters of economic belt- tightening. 
Still, we look forward to a smoother and quicker economic recovery in 
the South Bay than what may occur in other regions.

Our area benefits from strong and involved political leadership plus a 
diverse and family-friendly demographic base. Additionally, the South 
Bay benefits from its location: a coastal community, in and near 
major job centers in the Greater Los Angeles area, and nestled 
between the sixth busiest airport in the world and the fifth busiest 
port complex in the world. All of these factors together have combined 
to help strengthen the South Bay region over many years, and have 
helped buttress the region during the current economic climate.

The housing statistics were compiled by the South Bay Association of 
REALTORS® using data maintained by the Multi-Regional Multiple Listing 
Service, Inc. (MRMLS). MRLMS compiles data on listings and sales 
conducted by REALTORS® in the following cities in Southwest 
Los Angeles County: Carson, El Segundo, Gardena, Harbor City, Hawthorne, 
Hermosa Beach, Lawndale, Lomita, Manhattan Beach, Redondo Beach, 
San Pedro, Torrance, and Wilmington. The data published herein is 
deemed accurate but not guaranteed. Charts and data tables are 
rendered with BrokerMetrics® by Terradatum.

The South Bay Association of REALTORS® represents, educates and 
advocates for approximately 4,000 REALTORS® living and working in 
the South Bay between El Segundo and San Pedro, Calif.
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SBCCOG OFFICERS MEET WITH 
CPUC EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Every year, Americans use over 3 
million batteries. With the passage 
of recent California legislation 
outlawing the disposal of batteries 
in the regular trash, residents are 
wondering what to do with this type 
of household hazardous waste.

While most people know that 
batteries should not be thrown 

away, few know what to actually do with them. That is why 
the City of Rolling Hills Estates, in partnership with Waste 
Management, has started a one-year pilot program to make 
responsible disposal easier than ever. 

Under the new battery recycling program, residents can 
conveniently drop off an unlimited amount of batteries at 
locations throughout the City, and deposit them in one 
of Waste Management’s “BatteryTracker” buckets. These 
locations include City Hall, the George F. Canyon Nature 
Center, the Rolling Hills Estates Tennis Club, and Rite-Aid. 

The program includes unlimited recycling of AA, AAA, 
9 volt, C cell, D cell, Lantern, Nickel Cadmium, and Nickel 
Metal Hydride batteries. Other types of batteries, such as car 
batteries, cannot be accepted in the program

Improperly disposing of batteries is hazardous to the 
environment and human health because they contain 
mercury and other heavy metals. In landfills, heavy metals 
have the potential to leach slowly into soil, groundwater or 
surface water. Dry cell batteries contribute about 88 percent 
of the total mercury and 50 percent of the cadmium in the 
municipal solid waste stream. Recycling spent batteries is the 
best way to prevent further pollution.

“This program makes doing the right thing with your batteries 
easy and convenient,” says Vickie Wippel, Community 
Relations Manager at Waste Management, who administers 
the program. “Bringing your batteries in for recycling is one 
of the simplest things you can do to protect your local 
environment and preserve community health.”

Adds Greg Grammer, the City’s Assistant to the City 
Manager, “Providing safe and convenient universal waste  
disposal programs, such as this battery disposal program, is 
one more way the City of Rolling Hills Estates continues to 
meet the needs of residents and provide leadership in 
environmental protection.”

As part of the City’s public outreach efforts, the new program also 
stresses the advantages of using rechargeable batteries.

The pilot program is funded by a fee of $1.00 ($0.33 per month) 
added to each household’s quarterly billing statement for refuse service. 
For more information, call Greg Grammar at 310-377-1577 ext. 107

The South Bay Cities Council of Governments was 
delighted to host Paul Clanon, Executive Director of the 
California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) at the South 
Bay Environmental Services Center.  Mr. Clanon, based in 
San Francisco, came to our offices and met with our SBCCOG 
officers and South Bay Mayors - Kelly McDowell, El Segundo; 
Judy Mitchell, Rolling Hills Estates and Ellen Perkins, Palos 
Verdes Estates.  He learned about our programs and projects 
with residents, businesses and public agencies to save energy, 
water and the environment.  SBESC has operated under the 
auspices of the CPUC since 2002 in partnership with 
Southern California Edison and The Gas Company.

A first step in that direction was introducing Denise Tyrrell 
who is the new Southern California representative of the 
CPUC and works out of their downtown Los Angeles office.  
Ms. Tyrrell has already attended  several meetings to learn 
more about the energy partnerships in Southern California 
such as SBESC.

Our officers and Mr. Clanon had a good discussion on our 
mutual interests in energy savings.  They were able to explain 
the uniqueness of our program which combines energy and 
water savings and how we combine program incentives to 
provide more services and savings to those we work with.

Following the meeting, we 
learned that the CPUC is 
working to make full 
participation at CPUC 
hearings which are conduct-
ed in San Francisco available 
by video from their Los 
Angeles office.  They are 
hoping to have this operational 
in the fall.  This is great 
news for local governments 
in Southern California 
who don’t have the resources in funding or time to attend 
the meeting in San Francisco and it is also a credit to Mr. 
Clanon’s and Ms. Tyrrell’s swift follow through.

Since the meeting with our SBCCOG officers, we were 
delighted to once again host Denise Tyrrell and Paul Clanon 
at the SBESC’s August monthly partnership meeting at 
the Center. They attended the entire meeting, gave a CPUC 
update and some statewide perspective and learned more 
about all of our SBESC partners and how they work together 
on comprehensive programs and projects – SCE, The Gas 
Company, West Basin Municipal Water District, Torrance 
Water, Los Angeles County Sanitation District and Los Angeles 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority.

We applaud the CPUC outreach and look forward to working 
with Denise Tyrrell in Los Angeles and Paul Clanon and his 
staff in San Francisco.  This new open door can only help us 
make our partnership stronger.

The developers of the Palos Verdes Peninsula ringed the 
hill with four major roadways which provide access for area 
residents.  Those familiar with the Palos Verdes Peninsula 
know that the roadways along the west side of the Peninsula 
have been subject to erosion and land movement over the 
years, threatening not only the primary access for many 
drivers and pedestrians, but also the associated underground 
utilities.  Fortunately, after several years of study and 
evaluation, the City of Palos Verdes Estates is now poised 
to stabilize a bluff-top portion of Palos Verdes Drive West 
– a heavily used two lane segment of roadway in the heart 
of the City.

This area was the site 
of a landslide in the 
1980’s which destroyed 
two homes and led to 
ongoing maintenance 
activities where the City 
continually patches the 
street due to the slow 
movement of the slide 
area.  As the roadway is 
bordered by hillside 
residences to the east 
and sheer cliffs to the 
west, relocating the 
roadway is not an option.

In early 2000, the City 
began working with a 
team of consultants to 
develop a long-term 
solution to address 
the ongoing erosion 
of Palos Verdes Drive West.  The team surveyed the land 
movements for several years, drilled deep into the 
landslide, modeled the geology of the area, and identified 
alternative solutions to stabilize the roadway.  A variety of 
options were identified.  After reviewing the alternatives, 
in December of 2008, the Palos Verdes Estates City Council 
approved a design concept using vertical caissons and 
horizontal tiebacks to construct a wall at this location.
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of 300 feet in length built 50 feet deep into the cliff.  As a 
possible indicator of the state of the economy, 23 construction 
firms attended the mandatory pre-bid conference.  It is our 
hope that this high level of interest will result in reduced 
costs for the work, as our engineer’s cost estimate was 
approximately one million dollars for the project.

The City will complete this work through the use of 
$500,000 in Economic Stimulus infrastructure funding, 
$325,000 in Proposition 1B monies, and other funds as 
necessary as part of the award of the construction contract.

Serving as a vital link 
on the Palos Verdes 
Peninsula, Palos 
Verdes Drive West is 
used by approximately 
17,000 motorists 
per day – for work 
commutes, daily 
errands, and for 
parents and students 
to reach Palos 
Verdes High School 
and Palos Verdes 
Intermediate School.  
For many residents 
of the Peninsula, an 
interruption in the 
roadway would 
result in major 
inconvenience and 
longer emergency 
response times as 

well.  Additionally, because of the limited roadways 
accessing the Peninsula, perhaps the most important 
reason for stabilizing the roadway is to retain a vital 
transportation link should residents need to be 
evacuated due to an emergency.

With the contract award anticipated for September 2009, it is the City’s 
intent to complete the project with construction occurring over several 
months concluding by March 2010.  For more information, please 
contact PVE’s PublicWorks Director, Allan Rigg, at 310-378-0383.
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  • Transportation Project Activities &
   Transportation Project List 
  • Good Movements Study
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Jacki@southbaycities.org
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governments and to give the CPUC a 
bigger presence in Southern California”

FOLLOW the ACTIVITIES of the SBCCOG at
SOUTHBAYCITIES.ORG
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lower, down 11.5%, while regional transaction volume (in units 
sold) is flat, showing a quarter-to-date growth of 3.6%.

The high sales volume, both in dollars and in number of units sold, 
in areas like Harbor City, Carson, and Gardena, suggests that prices 
in parts of the South Bay are reaching a level at which more buyers 
are comfortable bidding. In fact, many South Bay REALTORS® are 
seeing multiple bids on homes, which tend to drive the prices up.

While we are confident that the current economic environment 
represents the bottom of the economic cycle and not a longer-lasting 
malaise, we expect a few more quarters of economic belt- tightening. 
Still, we look forward to a smoother and quicker economic recovery in 
the South Bay than what may occur in other regions.

Our area benefits from strong and involved political leadership plus a 
diverse and family-friendly demographic base. Additionally, the South 
Bay benefits from its location: a coastal community, in and near 
major job centers in the Greater Los Angeles area, and nestled 
between the sixth busiest airport in the world and the fifth busiest 
port complex in the world. All of these factors together have combined 
to help strengthen the South Bay region over many years, and have 
helped buttress the region during the current economic climate.

The housing statistics were compiled by the South Bay Association of 
REALTORS® using data maintained by the Multi-Regional Multiple Listing 
Service, Inc. (MRMLS). MRLMS compiles data on listings and sales 
conducted by REALTORS® in the following cities in Southwest 
Los Angeles County: Carson, El Segundo, Gardena, Harbor City, Hawthorne, 
Hermosa Beach, Lawndale, Lomita, Manhattan Beach, Redondo Beach, 
San Pedro, Torrance, and Wilmington. The data published herein is 
deemed accurate but not guaranteed. Charts and data tables are 
rendered with BrokerMetrics® by Terradatum.

The South Bay Association of REALTORS® represents, educates and 
advocates for approximately 4,000 REALTORS® living and working in 
the South Bay between El Segundo and San Pedro, Calif.
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SOUTH BAY CITIES COUNCIL OF 
GOVERNMENTS WELCOMES L.A. 

COUNTY AS A NEW MEMBER

The County is pleased to be able to announce the 
implementation of ALERT LA County. ALERT 
LA County is a web-based, community-alert 
notification system designed to make mass telephone 
calls to residents and businesses in a timely manner 
during emergencies or disasters.   It is intended for 
use as an alerting/warning tool where the public is 
being asked to take specific protective actions, such 
as evacuations, shelter in place, etc.

This system is not intended for routine notifications.  
Nor is it intended to replace Amber Alerts, notify 
of closed roadways or building closures, absent other 
threat circumstances.  In circumstances related to 
critical missing children, the system maybe used in 
specific targeted areas to assist with an immediate and 
timely notification for public assistance in the search.

When activated, the system uses the 911 data base 
and precise GIS mapping technology to quickly 
target and disseminate emergency information to 
the public.  The messages are text and recorded 
to notify populations on how to proceed during 
the ongoing emergency.  Individuals using non 
landline cellular and VoIP phones can register 
their numbers online at www.alert.lacounty.gov to 
receive the emergency notifications.

For persons using a TTY/TDD phone system, 
ALERT LA County will automatically recognize 
their communication device and text their 
message to them.

The ALERT LA system is activated by the Sheriff ’s 
Communications Personnel working with the 
Incident Commander. For further information go to 
www.alert.lacounty.gov/

“ALERT LA COUNTY”
MASS EMERGENCY

NOTIFICATION SYSTEM

Between 2004 and 2009 the SBCCOG used funding from SCAG and Metro to conduct an in-depth study of how land 
use and transportation can work together to reduce auto dependence and related outcomes including green house gas 
emissions, gasoline consumption, and congestion.  The report, Sustainable South Bay, is available at www.southbaycities.org.

One of the key elements of the Mobility Vision involves creating the conditions by which the 175,000 second and third 
vehicles in the homes of South Bay residents can be replaced by gasoline-free local use vehicles (LUV).  LUVs include 
everything from traditional bicycles and skateboards to Segways and neighborhood electric vehicles (NEV).

As the first implementation step for that Vision element, SBCCOG Board voted in March, 2008 to become an NEV 
Friendly sub-region; and the AQMD subsequently provided a grant to demonstrate the costs and benefits of using NEVs 
for local trips.  This is known as the LUV Project for Local Use Vehicle.

Over the next two years the SBCCOG will have 5 or 6 NEVs to loan to people and businesses who can test them in various 
uses – such as providing mobility for seniors, driving a short distance to work, delivering pizza, providing a shared vehicle 
for tenants of an apartment building or condominium project, and so forth   The plan is to loan the vehicles for 3 to 6 
months at a time and then rotate them to another group of participants to test other uses.

While the demonstration will focus on downtown El Segundo and Riviera Village in Redondo Beach, the SBCCOG is 
accepting applications from residents and businesses throughout the South Bay.  We intend to seek additional funds in 
order to expand the program, so having a ready list of potential participants will be useful.  The SBCCOG is also in the 
process of arranging discounts for those who want to take the plunge and purchase one of these all-electric, slow speed, 
short range vehicles.

The short range goal is to encourage residents and businesses to deploy vehicles appropriate to the characteristics of the 
trip.  Short trips do not require more than an LUV.

For more information on the LUV Project (including on online application to participate) and the Sustainable South Bay 
Report, go to www.southbaycities.org.
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For the first time since the creation of the SBCCOG 
in 1994, a new member has been invited to join.  This 
spring, the Board of Directors invited LA County to 
join the SBCCOG and Supervisors Don Knabe and 
Mark Ridley-Thomas to become delegates of the Board 
of Directors.

Having the County of Los Angeles at the Board table will 
allow us to better represent the interests of all residents and 
businesses in the South Bay.  There are estimated to be 
approximately 125,000 residents in county unincorporated 
areas throughout the South Bay.County membership in the 
SBCCOG will also provide our cities with more direct 
interaction with our supervisors and county staff on 
programs and projects of the SBCCOG.

The city councils of the SBCCOG members needed to 
vote on an amendment to our Joint Powers Authority 
agreement and a 2/3 vote of approval which is 11 cities 
was required to make the change.  After member approval 
was achieved, the County Board of Supervisors voted to 
accept our invitation to join.

Welcome, LA County and Supervisors Don Knabe and 
Mark Ridley-Thomas!!!

S O U T H  B AY  
H O U S I N G  

S N A P S H O T

METRO OFFERS NEW VANPOOL BENEFIT TO BUILDING 
OWNERS AND EMPLOYERS IN LOS ANGELES

Metro and the South Bay Environmental Service Center (SBESC) are working together to promote 
vanpooling to cities, building owners and employers.  Metro offers an on-going monthly subsidy of up to $400 
for qualified vanpools for tenants and/or employees. In addition to promoting the subsidy, SBESC staff and 
Metro are providing technical assistance to help develop and start vanpools.
The program is designed to be easily implemented by cities, building owners and employers.  SBESC and Metro 
provides personal assistance, marketing materials including brochures, fliers, newsletter articles, posters and banners.  
Cities, building owners and employers who enroll in the program will receive assistance with setting up rideshare 
alternatives.  These services include:

• Surveying to identify potential for setting up vanpools and other rideshare arrangements.
• Rideguides to employees that include rideshare, transit and vanpool information.
• Providing assistance with vanpool formation including organizing meetings  with tenants and employees.
• Connecting vanpool groups with approved Metro vanpool leasing companies.

These services are part of a five year $19 million dollar program Metro’s Board of Directors approved in 2006.  
Metro currently provides subsidies to over 800 vanpools.  Companies such as City of Torrance, Honeywell, Kaiser 
Permanente, and Boeing participate in the program.  Metro has been working with SBESC for the past two 
months and has developed an in-depth assistance program for building owners and employers.
For more information or to set up an appointment contact Sahar Sedadi at the South Bay Environmental 
Services Center at 310-371-7222 or sahar@southbaycities.org.

By Sheri Fejeran, President, South Bay Association of REALTORS®

A glance at the South Bay housing market shows the diversity of growth, jobs, economic levels 
and demographics that defines our region. The South Bay has not escaped the struggles that 
other communities are experiencing in the current economy. However, we are fortunate that the 
impact of foreclosures, job layoffs and financial pressures is felt less here in the South Bay than it 
is in other areas.

Over the last twelve months (August 1, 2008 to July 31, 2009) the median single family home 
price has dropped 8% while the median condominium/townhome price has gone down 24%, as 
compared to the previous twelve months (August 1, 2007 to July 31, 2008). At the same time, the 
number of actual units sold in the South Bay increased by 17% for single family homes, while the 
number of  condominiums/townhome units sold showed little change, increasing 2.8%.

These figures are not evenly spread across all South Bay cities. Table 1 shows the different levels of 
median price changes, while Table 2 shows the change in single family units sold over the same time 
period. For example, Harbor City, Carson and Gardena have shown significant growth in dollar sales 
volume, while sales volume has dropped in El Segundo, Manhattan Beach, and Redondo Beach. 

Continued on Page 3

SBCCOG is pleased to sponsor “free brown-bag luncheon 
seminars” for city officials and staff on the Fundamentals 
of Municipal Government.  Seminars are lead by Mike 
Jenkins, SBCCOG legal counsel who donates his time and 
expertise to the SBCCOG.

SBCCOG MEMBERS 
LEARN TOGETHER 

OVER LUNCH
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vehicles in the homes of South Bay residents can be replaced by gasoline-free local use vehicles (LUV).  LUVs include 
everything from traditional bicycles and skateboards to Segways and neighborhood electric vehicles (NEV).

As the first implementation step for that Vision element, SBCCOG Board voted in March, 2008 to become an NEV 
Friendly sub-region; and the AQMD subsequently provided a grant to demonstrate the costs and benefits of using NEVs 
for local trips.  This is known as the LUV Project for Local Use Vehicle.

Over the next two years the SBCCOG will have 5 or 6 NEVs to loan to people and businesses who can test them in various 
uses – such as providing mobility for seniors, driving a short distance to work, delivering pizza, providing a shared vehicle 
for tenants of an apartment building or condominium project, and so forth   The plan is to loan the vehicles for 3 to 6 
months at a time and then rotate them to another group of participants to test other uses.

While the demonstration will focus on downtown El Segundo and Riviera Village in Redondo Beach, the SBCCOG is 
accepting applications from residents and businesses throughout the South Bay.  We intend to seek additional funds in 
order to expand the program, so having a ready list of potential participants will be useful.  The SBCCOG is also in the 
process of arranging discounts for those who want to take the plunge and purchase one of these all-electric, slow speed, 
short range vehicles.

The short range goal is to encourage residents and businesses to deploy vehicles appropriate to the characteristics of the 
trip.  Short trips do not require more than an LUV.
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• Rideguides to employees that include rideshare, transit and vanpool information.
• Providing assistance with vanpool formation including organizing meetings  with tenants and employees.
• Connecting vanpool groups with approved Metro vanpool leasing companies.

These services are part of a five year $19 million dollar program Metro’s Board of Directors approved in 2006.  
Metro currently provides subsidies to over 800 vanpools.  Companies such as City of Torrance, Honeywell, Kaiser 
Permanente, and Boeing participate in the program.  Metro has been working with SBESC for the past two 
months and has developed an in-depth assistance program for building owners and employers.
For more information or to set up an appointment contact Sahar Sedadi at the South Bay Environmental 
Services Center at 310-371-7222 or sahar@southbaycities.org.

By Sheri Fejeran, President, South Bay Association of REALTORS®

A glance at the South Bay housing market shows the diversity of growth, jobs, economic levels 
and demographics that defines our region. The South Bay has not escaped the struggles that 
other communities are experiencing in the current economy. However, we are fortunate that the 
impact of foreclosures, job layoffs and financial pressures is felt less here in the South Bay than it 
is in other areas.

Over the last twelve months (August 1, 2008 to July 31, 2009) the median single family home 
price has dropped 8% while the median condominium/townhome price has gone down 24%, as 
compared to the previous twelve months (August 1, 2007 to July 31, 2008). At the same time, the 
number of actual units sold in the South Bay increased by 17% for single family homes, while the 
number of  condominiums/townhome units sold showed little change, increasing 2.8%.

These figures are not evenly spread across all South Bay cities. Table 1 shows the different levels of 
median price changes, while Table 2 shows the change in single family units sold over the same time 
period. For example, Harbor City, Carson and Gardena have shown significant growth in dollar sales 
volume, while sales volume has dropped in El Segundo, Manhattan Beach, and Redondo Beach. 

Continued on Page 3

SBCCOG is pleased to sponsor “free brown-bag luncheon 
seminars” for city officials and staff on the Fundamentals 
of Municipal Government.  Seminars are lead by Mike 
Jenkins, SBCCOG legal counsel who donates his time and 
expertise to the SBCCOG.

SBCCOG MEMBERS 
LEARN TOGETHER 

OVER LUNCH


