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THE CARRIAGE CREST STORMWATER PROJECT:THE CARRIAGE CREST STORMWATER PROJECT:
A REGIONAL APPROACH TO STORMWATER MANAGEMENTA REGIONAL APPROACH TO STORMWATER MANAGEMENT

By Basil Hewitt, Senior Engineer, LA County Sanitation Districts. February 10, 2020

Water that fl ows in storm drains, especially during dry 
weather, can pollute rivers and coastal waters. Cities and
unincorporated areas of Los Angeles County are responsible
for managing stormwater under a MS4 (Municipal Separate 
Storm Sewer System) permit issued by the Regional Water 
Quality Control Board (Regional Board). The MS4 permit
sets requirements to reduce pollutants in stormwater and
improve water quality. The Regional Board also encourages
cities and the County to collaboratively develop watershed
management plans that include fl exible and adaptive approaches.

For years the Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County
(Sanitation Districts) have helped cities manage dirty water 
from storm drains by diverting that water into sewers during dry weather for treatment along with 
wastewater (sewage). In 2016, Senate Bill 485 by State Senator Ed Hernandez went into effect and 
provided the Sanitation Districts with broader authority to help cities manage their stormwater.

“Our Directors asked us to pursue this important legislation because we want to do even more 
to help the cities we serve meet their regulatory requirements for stormwater and dry weather 
urban runoff,” said Robert C. Ferrante, Chief Engineer and General Manager of the Sanitation 
Districts. “We can now provide engineering expertise and use our treatment plants to help cities 
improve their water quality,” he added.

The agency’s fi rst project under this new authority is the Carriage Crest Stormwater Project for 
the City of Carson. This collaborative project is being funded through an agreement between 
the City of Carson and CalTrans (California Department of Transportation).  Carson hired the 
Sanitation Districts to manage the design and construction of the project.

The project will divert water from a storm drain 
that collects water from a 1,100-acre watershed that 
includes portions of Torrance, Los Angeles, Carson, 
and unincorporated County.  Stormwater will be 
diverted to a new storage facility located under
Carriage Crest Park and then to the Sanitation
Districts’ largest wastewater treatment plant, the 
Joint Water Pollution Control Plant (JWPCP).
By diverting and treating these fl ows, the project 
will reduce discharge of bacteria, nutrients, and 
other pollutants to Machado Lake and the Los
Angeles Harbor.  The project, which is currently
under construction, will be completed this year.

Ready to Collaborate

With the Carriage Crest Stormwater Project, the Sanitation Districts is leading the
development of a cost-effective stormwater management project that will help improve water
quality, increase water recycling, and maintain recreational space.

The agency stands ready to help other cities develop projects that will improve water quality.

On August 6, 2019 the Rancho Palos Verdes City 
Council approved the adoption of Ordinance No. 623.
The primary purpose of this ordinance is to eliminate 
the annual Business License Tax for Home Occupancy 
Businesses.  Secondarily, the ordinance clarifi es that the 
code requirement to obtain a business license is limited 
only to businesses that are physically located within the 
City of Rancho Palos Verdes and/or that conduct
business in such a manner that requires a physical
presence within the city.

The process of modifying the city’s Business License
Tax (BLT) Ordinance began on January 15, 2018 at
the request of then Mayor Pro Tem John Cruikshank.
Staff prepared a report regarding the tax requirement 
for businesses located outside the city with a focus on 
those that provide services that do not require a
physical presence.  The concern was that requiring a 
license and fee may be an undue burden for companies 
that are not located in the city, and whose business 
activity is largely non-physical (e.g. limited to over the 
phone or via email).

Staff also analyzed the city’s BLT revenue and number 
of business licenses issued not only for businesses
working from outside the city, but also for Home

Occupations (businesses operated as a home offi ce 
within a residence).  In May, 2019, the City Council 
directed staff to bring back a proposal that would reduce 
the BLT for Home Occupancy businesses to zero ($0.00)
and clarify the language in the Municipal Code
regarding when a business license is required.

Ordinance No. 623 was introduced on June 4, adopted
on August 6 and became effective on September 6, 2019.

The City Council strongly believes in and supports
business owners who choose to work from home.  The
annual BLT was eliminated to promote the continued 
growth of these individuals and their businesses.  In 
addition to supporting its home-based businesses, the 
City Council believes that the city will experience an 
overall decrease in traffic by removing the need for these 
individuals to visit City Hall to submit payment for a 
business license.

For more information on the City of Rancho Palos 
Verdes’ business license tax, please visit

https://ca-ranchopalosverdes2.civicplus.com/288/
Business-License-Information

CITY OF RANCHO PALOS VERDESCITY OF RANCHO PALOS VERDES
ELIMINATES BUSINESS LICENSE TAXELIMINATES BUSINESS LICENSE TAX

FOR HOME BASED BUSINESSESFOR HOME BASED BUSINESSES

CONGRATULATIONS TOCONGRATULATIONS TO
SOUTH BAY SOLSMART CITIESSOUTH BAY SOLSMART CITIES

At the October, 2019 SBCCOG Board of Directors meeting, nine South Bay cities and the
SBCCOG were recognized by the Solar Foundation for being Solsmart certifi ed. Recognized at
the Gold level were: Carson, El Segundo, Gardena, Manhattan Beach, Rancho Palos Verdes,
Torrance and the SBCCOG.  At the Silver level were Hawthorne and Palos Verdes Estates; and,
recognized previously, at the Bronze level, Redondo Beach.  All of the cities earned certifi cation 
upon meeting national criteria in streamlining local procedures, making it easier for homes and 
businesses to install solar systems. The SBCCOG was the fi rst regional organization in California
to earn this designation.  For more information regarding the SolSmart program visit:
www.solsmart.org.

On Thursday, March 19, 2020, the South Bay Cities
Council of Governments is hosting its 21st Annual
General Assembly at the Juanita Millender-McDonald
Carson Community Center from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm 
(registration opens at 8:30 am).  This event is FREE 
but because lunch is provided, an RSVP is requested 
by March 12.

Join South Bay elected offi cials, staff, commissioners, 
volunteers, business leaders, and fellow residents as we
explore the topic INTERSECTIONS: Finding Tomorrow’s
Solutions for Today’s Issues.

After morning check-in, attendees
are invited to visit a bustling exhibit
hall where they can explore city, 
SBCCOG partner and sponsor 
exhibits which will complement this year’s theme.

The Morning Session will feature TED-like Talks 
on Transportation/Mobility, Housing/Affordability, 
Public Safety/Homelessness, Climate/Environment, 
& Economic Development/Technology with speakers 
also addressing the natural intersections and
commonality between their various sectors. Speakers 
and panelists include: David Daigle, American Dark
Fiber; Ahmed Darrat, Cityfi ; Liam Dillon, journalist,
LA Times; Kevin Hirai, FlyawayHomes; Keith Kauffman,
Police Chief, City of Redondo Beach; Lila Omura,

Harbor Interfaith; Kristen Pawling, LA County Chief 
Sustainability Offi ce; Selwyn Hollins and Sumaijah 
Umarji, LA County Internal Services Department; 
John Keisler, Economic Development Director,
City of Long Beach; and Tom O’Brien, Center for 
International Trade and Transportation (CSULB).

After lunch, the Afternoon Session will feature 3
panels exploring Intersections between: the morning
presentations; between state & local government; and
between the private & public sectors. Speakers and 

panelists include: Kate Gordon, 
Executive Director, Governor’s
Offi ce of Planning & Research;
Lynn von Koch-Liebert,
California Business, Consumer

Services and Housing Agency; Senator Steven Bradford;
Allen Sanford, Entrepreneur, BeachLife Festival; 
Megan Prichard, Uber Air; Drew Boyles, Entrepreneur 
and Mayor, City of El Segundo; James T. Butts, Mayor, 
City of Inglewood; Tom Heinsheimer, Aerospace
Corporation; Alan Pullman, Founding Principal, 
Studio One Eleven; and Jason Gannon, Managing 
Director, SoFi Stadium.

The day will be jam-packed with exciting talks and 
discussions. We hope you will consider joining us 
or participating as a sponsor.

INTERSECTIONS: FINDING TOMORROW’SINTERSECTIONS: FINDING TOMORROW’S
SOLUTIONS FOR TODAY’S ISSUESSOLUTIONS FOR TODAY’S ISSUES

Carriage Crest Park, Carson

Underground water storage structure
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THE CENSUS IS FAST APPROACHING!THE CENSUS IS FAST APPROACHING!

As mandated by the U.S. Constitution, Article I, 
Section 2, America gets just one chance each decade to 
count its population. The U.S. Census Bureau counts 
every resident in the United States and records where 
they live – providing accurate population numbers for 
states, counties, cities, etc.

Why Does the Census Matter?

The numbers in the decennial count have great impact.
They are used to draw school and voting district 
boundaries and they determine your representation in 
Congress (a process called apportionment).  The Census 
numbers also impact how hundreds of billions of federal 
dollars are spent in communities on things like roads, 
schools, and hospitals.  Businesses use census data to
decide where to put a store, office, or plant, and this
creates jobs which, in turn, support the local economy.

What’s New in the 2020 Census?

The 2020 Census will use a new design that incorporates
online and phone response options in addition to the 
traditional paper option. The online “self-response”
option allows people to respond on their desktop
computers, laptops, smartphones, or tablets.

Census Questionnaire Outreach

The 2020 census will require counting an increasingly 
diverse and growing population of around 330 million 
people in more than 140 million housing units.

Between mid-March and mid-April, all households 
should receive an invitation in the mail to respond
online.  Reminders and, if needed, a paper questionnaire
will also be sent out, and ultimately if there is no
response, a census taker will follow up in person.  
Special procedures have been developed to count 
people who do not receive mail at their home’s physical 
location, the homeless and students living in university 
housing.

 Responses Are Confi dential and Secure

The answers to the census questionnaire are confi dential 
and protected by law (Title 13, U.S. Code. The Census 
Bureau will also never ask for a social security number, 
bank or credit card number, money or donations or
anything on behalf of a political party.  The Census 
Bureau has a robust cybersecurity program that
incorporates industry best practices and federal security 
standards for encrypting data.  Respondents personal 
information is not shared with any other government
agencies, including law enforcement. All census employees
swear to a lifelong oath of confi dentiality to protect 
respondent information and the penalty for wrongful 
disclosure is a fine of up to $250,000 and/or up to fi ve
years imprisonment.

Learn more about the 2020 Census by visiting:
www.census.gov.

SEARCHING FOR SOLUTIONS FOR HOMELESSNESSSEARCHING FOR SOLUTIONS FOR HOMELESSNESS
– UNDERSTANDING THE JARGON– UNDERSTANDING THE JARGON

Administrative Assistant Natalie Champion has, since 2013, provided key staff support to the 
SBCCOG.  Natalie is primarily responsible for assembling and distributing agenda packets for many 
important meetings, including the monthly Board of Directors and Steering Committee meetings and 
quarterly Legislative Briefi ngs with the local staff of South Bay state and federal representatives. Natalie 
also assists Board members in submitting their “Form 700” statements and provides support for other 
SBCCOG events such as the annual Volunteer Recognition ceremony and General Assembly.

Natalie was born in Torrance and raised in Compton, and early on was instilled with a passion for
her community through her family, church and social justice work.  She earned a B.A. in Urban

and Environmental Policy and Politics from Occidental College and after graduating, worked in the City Manager’s offi ce in 
Compton.   Outside her work for the SBCCOG, Natalie also serves as Project Manager for the California Black Women’s 
Health Project, providing community outreach and forging partnerships with community-based organizations.  Natalie loves 
spending time with her husband and twin daughters at the beach, the park and Grandma’s house.

Thank you, Natalie for your passionate engagement with your South Bay community and support of the SBCCOG. 

Find SBCCOG at
www.southbaycities.org

Find SBESC at
www.sbesc.com

FACES OF THE SBCCOG – NATALIE CHAMPIONFACES OF THE SBCCOG – NATALIE CHAMPION

6THTH ANNUAL SOUTH BAY LEGISLATIVE MEET & GREET ANNUAL SOUTH BAY LEGISLATIVE MEET & GREET

On January 31, 2020, the Los Angeles County
Division, League of California Cities (LCC), along with 
the South Bay Association of Chambers of Commerce 
(SBACC), and South Bay Cities Council of Governments 
(SBCCOG) hosted a legislative “Meet & Greet” at the 
George Nakano Theater and Cultural Arts Center in
Torrance.  The event provided an opportunity for
local community leaders and elected officials to meet and 
discuss important issues with County, State, and Federal 
elected offi cials.

We all hear the jargon associated with programs for people
experiencing homelessness. But what does it all mean? This 
article highlights some of the more common defi nitions to 
provide a better understanding of the “how” and “why” in 
terms of the philosophy in providing services to our
unsheltered neighbors.

Let’s start with Housing First - a research-based solution
to ending homelessness.  It is an approach that offers
permanent, affordable housing as quickly as possible for 
people experiencing homelessness, particularly for people 
with long histories of homelessness and co-occurring health 
challenges.  It provides supportive services and connections
to community-based programs people need to keep their 
housing and avoid returning to homelessness.  Income,
sobriety and/or participation in treatment or other services 
are voluntary and are not required as a condition for housing.

Emergency Shelter – temporary shelter and services designed 
to facilitate homeless individuals and families’ transition from 
the streets to appropriate housing.

Bridge, Interim, or Transitional Housing – provides
interim residency to participants, along with services to
become document ready, to prepare for the transition
to permanent housing.

Permanent Supportive Housing (PSH) – combines
affordable housing assistance with support services to address 
the needs of chronically homeless people. The services are 
designed to build independent living and tenancy skills and 
connect people with community-based health care, treatment, 
and employment services.

Home-Sharing – a way to match home seekers in need of
affordable housing with home providers willing to provide
a private bedroom or portion of their home in exchange
for rent and/or assistance. Home sharing reduces housing 
expenses, offers companionship, promotes independence, 
and increases security for both the home seeker and home 
provider. It also makes effi cient use of existing housing

availability, helps preserve the neighborhood, and can
potentially lessen the need for costly in-home care services.

Harm Reduction – an approach or strategy aimed at reducing 
the risks and harmful effects of drug use and mental illness. 
Harm reduction strategies embrace all recovery intervention 
modes from safer use, to managed use, to abstinence.

Trauma Informed Care – emphasizes understanding,
compassion, and responding to the effects of all types of 
trauma - physical, psychological, and emotional – and
recognizes that people have many different traumatic
experiences which often impact their lives.

LA-HOP (Los Angeles County Homeless Outreach
Portal) – an online tool accessed at www.la-hop.org whereby 
services can be requested for persons observed experiencing 
homelessness and needing help.  Once an outreach request is 
submitted via smartphone, tablet, or computer, an outreach 
team is dispatched to the area.

For more information and resources, please visit the
SBCCOG’s webpage on Homeless Services in the South Bay:
http://southbaycities.org/programs/homeless-services-south-bay.

In attendance were (left to right): John Heffernan, Chair, SBACC; CA State Senator Holly Mitchell (30th District);
US Congressmember Maxine Waters (43rd District);  Christian Horvath, Chair, SBCCOG and Council Member, Redondo 
Beach; CA State Senator Steven Bradford (35th District); Janice Hahn, LA County Supervisor (4th District); CA Assembly
Member Mike Gipson (64thDistrict); Jeff Kiernan, Regional Affairs Manager, LCC, LA County Division;  and State Senator 
Ben Allen (26th District).

 THANK YOU TO SBCCOG VOLUNTEERS THANK YOU TO SBCCOG VOLUNTEERS

From left: Martha Segovia, SBCCOG Volunteer Coordinator; El Segundo Mayor Drew Boyles; Maria Del Carmen Viteri, Banos, 
Ecuador; Jennifer LaMarque, Field Deputy, LA Co. Supervisor Janice Hahn; RPV Mayor Pro Tem Eric Alegria; Gus Meza, Sr. Water 
Policy & Resources Analyst, West Basin Municipal Water District (WBMWD); Jenyffer Vasquez, Water Policy & Resources Analyst, 
WBMWD; Aurelia Friedman, Field Rep., Representative Ted Lieu; Joey Garcia, Sr. Administrative Analyst, Torrance Public Works, 
SBCCOG Volunteers Jon Rodman, Kathy Young, Warren Gee (for Maya & Michael Gee), Vibha Joshi; Andrew DeBlock, Sr. Field Rep., 
Assemblymember Al Muratsuchi; Volunteer Colette Portela; Hawthorne Mayor Pro Tem Alexandre Monteiro; Volunteer Christine 
Portela; Director Harold Williams, WBMWD; Lawndale Councilmember James Osborne; Hina Ahmad, Field Rep., Assemblymember 
Patrick O‘Donnell; Torrance Councilmember Geoff Rizzo; Gardena Councilmember Dan Medina; Christian Horvath, Chair, SBCCOG 
and Redondo Beach Councilmember.

On November 21, 2019, Christian Horvath, Chair 
of the South Bay Cities Council of Governments 
(SBCCOG) and Redondo Beach City Councilmember, 
led the annual recognition event for the SBCCOG’s 
dedicated volunteers.  Other local, state and federal 
representatives, as well as our utility and agency 
partners were on hand to join in the festivities. 

The SBCCOG has come to be known throughout
the state for our forward thinking, action-oriented
programs including the South Bay Environmental
Services Center (SBESC).  We could not achieve or
maintain our extensive programs without the help
of our volunteers.

Over the last year, our volunteers have helped with 
developing pages for our website and improving its 
appearance.  They have assisted the organization in the 
development of grant opportunities, Climate Action 
Plan Implementation, as well as providing information 
on transportation options and other environmental 
programs.

Since 2008, a total of 255 volunteers have given over 
20,000 hours of service! We currently have 20 active 
volunteers.

The SBCCOG recognizes the contributions of our 
volunteers on both an annual and cumulative basis.  
Annual recognition is based on an 11-month calendar 
year from January to November and includes the total 
number of hours worked in the current year.  This year, 
nine volunteers were recognized as follows:

 Annual Award – 50 Hours Minimum: Six volunteers 
have worked 50 plus hours at the Environmental

Services Center this year and received special
recognition as a “Value Volunteer”.  Congratulations 
to Kayla Asemanfar, Maya Gee, Michael Gee, Daniel 
Bianca, Vibha Joshi, and Christine Portela! 

Annual Award – 100 Hours Minimum:  One volunteer, 
Kathy Young, worked 100 hours plus and received
special recognition with the “Green Ambassador 
Award”.  Congratulations, Kathy Young! 

Annual Award – 250 Hours Cumulative Minimum:
Two volunteers, Karen Kanda and Jon Rodman,
have consistently provided outstanding work at the 
Environmental Services Center, each working over
250 hours since they began the program in March 2018
and received the “Bronze Sustainability Award”.
Congratulations, Karen Kanda and Jon Rodman!

Our volunteers are very important to us and we try to 
recognize them each and every day.  Thanks for the 
difference you’ve made!

We welcome all and are
happy to accommodate
regular hours or fl exible 
schedules. If you are ready
to join the SBCCOG’s
volunteer program, please 
give us a call at
(310) 371-7222 x 209 or
contact Volunteer
Coordinator Martha Segovia,
martha@southbaycities.org
for more information.

2020 Homeless Count Volunteers:  SBCCOG 
Staff member Grace Farwell (3rd from left) and 
Gardena residents.
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Dan Medina; Christian Horvath, Chair, SBCCOG and Redondo Beach Councilmember. 

On November 21, 2019, Christian Horwath, Chair 
of the South Bay Cities Council of Governments 
(SBCCOG) and Redondo Beach City Councilmember, 
led the annual recognition event for the SBCCOG’s 
dedicated volunteers.  Other local, state and federal 
representatives, as well as our utility and agency
partners were on hand to join in the festivities. 

The SBCCOG has come to be known throughout
the state for our forward thinking, action-oriented
programs including the South Bay Environmental
Services Center (SBESC).  We could not achieve or
maintain our extensive programs without the help
of our volunteers.

Over the last year, our volunteers have helped with 
developing pages for our website and improving its 
appearance.  They have assisted the organization in the 
development of grant opportunities, Climate Action 
Plan Implementation, as well as providing information 
on transportation options and other environmental 
programs.

Since 2008, a total of 255 volunteers have given over 
20,000 hours of service! We currently have 20 active 
volunteers.

The SBCCOG recognizes the contributions of our 
volunteers on both an annual and cumulative basis.  
Annual recognition is based on an 11-month calendar 
year from January to November and includes the total 
number of hours worked in the current year.  This year, 
nine volunteers were recognized as follows:

 Annual Award – 50 Hours Minimum: Six volunteers 
have worked 50 plus hours at the Environmental

Services Center this year and received special
recognition as a “Value Volunteer”.  Congratulations 
to Kayla Asemanfar, Maya Gee, Michael Gee, Daniel 
Bianca, Vibha Joshi, and Christine Portela! 

Annual Award – 100 Hours Minimum:  One volunteer, 
Kathy Young, worked 100 hours plus and received
special recognition with the “Green Ambassador 
Award”.  Congratulations, Kathy Young! 

Annual Award – 250 Hours Cumulative Minimum:
Two volunteers, Karen Kanda and Jon Rodman,
have consistently provided outstanding work at the 
Environmental Services Center, each working over
250 hours since they began the program in March 2018
and received the “Bronze Sustainability Award”.
Congratulations, Karen Kanda and Jon Rodman!

Our volunteers are very important to us and we try to 
recognize them each and every day.  Thanks for the 
difference you’ve made!

We welcome all and are
happy to accommodate
regular hours or fl exible 
schedules. If you are ready
to join the SBCCOG’s
volunteer program, please 
give us a call at
(310) 371-7222 x 209 or
contact Volunteer
Coordinator Martha Segovia, 
martha@southbaycities.org 
for more information.

2020 Homeless Count Volunteers:  SBCCOG 
Staff member Grace Farwell (3rd from left) and 
Gardena residents.
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THE CENSUS IS FAST APPROACHING!THE CENSUS IS FAST APPROACHING!

As mandated by the U.S. Constitution, Article I, 
Section 2, America gets just one chance each decade to 
count its population. The U.S. Census Bureau counts 
every resident in the United States and records where 
they live – providing accurate population numbers for 
states, counties, cities, etc.

Why Does the Census Matter?

The numbers in the decennial count have great impact.
They are used to draw school and voting district 
boundaries and they determine your representation in 
Congress (a process called apportionment).  The Census 
numbers also impact how hundreds of billions of federal 
dollars are spent in communities on things like roads, 
schools, and hospitals.  Businesses use census data to 
decide where to put a store, offi ce, or plant, and this
creates jobs which, in turn, support the local economy.

What’s New in the 2020 Census?

The 2020 Census will use a new design that incorporates
online and phone response options in addition to the 
traditional paper option. The online “self-response”
option allows people to respond on their desktop
computers, laptops, smartphones, or tablets.

Census Questionnaire Outreach

The 2020 census will require counting an increasingly 
diverse and growing population of around 330 million 
people in more than 140 million housing units.

Between mid-March and mid-April, all households 
should receive an invitation in the mail to respond
online.  Reminders and, if needed, a paper questionnaire
will also be sent out, and ultimately if there is no
response, a census taker will follow up in person.  
Special procedures have been developed to count 
people who do not receive mail at their home’s physical 
location, the homeless and students living in university 
housing.

 Responses Are Confi dential and Secure

The answers to the census questionnaire are confi dential 
and protected by law (Title 13, U.S. Code. The Census 
Bureau will also never ask for a social security number, 
bank or credit card number, money or donations or
anything on behalf of a political party.  The Census 
Bureau has a robust cybersecurity program that
incorporates industry best practices and federal security 
standards for encrypting data.  Respondents personal 
information is not shared with any other government
agencies, including law enforcement. All census employees
swear to a lifelong oath of confi dentiality to protect 
respondent information and the penalty for wrongful 
disclosure is a fi ne of up to $250,000 and/or up to fi ve 
years imprisonment.

Learn more about the 2020 Census by visiting:
www.census.gov.

SEARCHING FOR SOLUTIONS FOR HOMELESSNESSSEARCHING FOR SOLUTIONS FOR HOMELESSNESS
– UNDERSTANDING THE JARGON– UNDERSTANDING THE JARGON

Administrative Assistant Natalie Champion has, since 2013, provided key staff support to the 
SBCCOG.  Natalie is primarily responsible for assembling and distributing agenda packets for many 
important meetings, including the monthly Board of Directors and Steering Committee meetings and 
quarterly Legislative Briefi ngs with the local staff of South Bay state and federal representatives. Natalie 
also assists Board members in submitting their “Form 700” statements and provides support for other 
SBCCOG events such as the annual Volunteer Recognition ceremony and General Assembly.

Natalie was born in Torrance and raised in Compton, and early on was instilled with a passion for
her community through her family, church and social justice work.  She earned a B.A. in Urban

and Environmental Policy and Politics from Occidental College and after graduating, worked in the City Manager’s offi ce in 
Compton.   Outside her work for the SBCCOG, Natalie also serves as Project Manager for the California Black Women’s 
Health Project, providing community outreach and forging partnerships with community-based organizations.  Natalie loves 
spending time with her husband and twin daughters at the beach, the park and Grandma’s house.

Thank you, Natalie for your passionate engagement with your South Bay community and support of the SBCCOG. 

Find SBCCOG at
www.southbaycities.org

Find SBESC at
www.sbesc.com

FACES OF THE SBCCOG – NATALIE CHAMPIONFACES OF THE SBCCOG – NATALIE CHAMPION

6THTH ANNUAL SOUTH BAY LEGISLATIVE MEET & GREET ANNUAL SOUTH BAY LEGISLATIVE MEET & GREET

On January 31, 2020, the Los Angeles County
Division, League of California Cities (LCC), along with 
the South Bay Association of Chambers of Commerce 
(SBACC), and South Bay Cities Council of Governments 
(SBCCOG) hosted a legislative “Meet & Greet” at the 
George Nakano Theater and Cultural Arts Center in
Torrance.  The event provided an opportunity for
local community leaders and elected offi cials to meet and 
discuss important issues with County, State, and Federal 
elected offi cials.

We all hear the jargon associated with programs for people
experiencing homelessness. But what does it all mean? This 
article highlights some of the more common defi nitions to 
provide a better understanding of the “how” and “why” in 
terms of the philosophy in providing services to our
unsheltered neighbors.

Let’s start with Housing First - a research-based solution
to ending homelessness.  It is an approach that offers
permanent, affordable housing as quickly as possible for 
people experiencing homelessness, particularly for people 
with long histories of homelessness and co-occurring health 
challenges.  It provides supportive services and connections
to community-based programs people need to keep their 
housing and avoid returning to homelessness.  Income,
sobriety and/or participation in treatment or other services 
are voluntary and are not required as a condition for housing.

Emergency Shelter – temporary shelter and services designed 
to facilitate homeless individuals and families’ transition from 
the streets to appropriate housing.

Bridge, Interim, or Transitional Housing – provides
interim residency to participants, along with services to
become document ready, to prepare for the transition
to permanent housing.

Permanent Supportive Housing (PSH) – combines
affordable housing assistance with support services to address 
the needs of chronically homeless people. The services are 
designed to build independent living and tenancy skills and 
connect people with community-based health care, treatment, 
and employment services.

Home-Sharing – a way to match home seekers in need of
affordable housing with home providers willing to provide
a private bedroom or portion of their home in exchange
for rent and/or assistance. Home sharing reduces housing 
expenses, offers companionship, promotes independence, 
and increases security for both the home seeker and home 
provider. It also makes effi cient use of existing housing

availability, helps preserve the neighborhood, and can
potentially lessen the need for costly in-home care services.

Harm Reduction – an approach or strategy aimed at reducing 
the risks and harmful effects of drug use and mental illness. 
Harm reduction strategies embrace all recovery intervention 
modes from safer use, to managed use, to abstinence.

Trauma Informed Care – emphasizes understanding,
compassion, and responding to the effects of all types of 
trauma - physical, psychological, and emotional – and
recognizes that people have many different traumatic
experiences which often impact their lives.

LA-HOP (Los Angeles County Homeless Outreach
Portal) – an online tool accessed at www.la-hop.org whereby 
services can be requested for persons observed experiencing 
homelessness and needing help.  Once an outreach request is 
submitted via smartphone, tablet, or computer, an outreach 
team is dispatched to the area.

For more information and resources, please visit the
SBCCOG’s webpage on Homeless Services in the South Bay:
http://southbaycities.org/programs/homeless-services-south-bay.

In attendance were (left to right): John Heffernan, Chair, SBACC; CA State Senator Holly Mitchell (30th District);
US Congressmember Maxine Waters (43rd District);  Christian Horvath, Chair, SBCCOG and Council Member, Redondo 
Beach; CA State Senator Steven Bradford (35th District); Janice Hahn, LA County Supervisor (4th District); CA Assembly
Member Mike Gipson (64thDistrict); Jeff Kiernan, Regional Affairs Manager, LCC, LA County Division;  and State Senator 
Ben Allen (26th District).

 THANK YOU TO SBCCOG VOLUNTEERS THANK YOU TO SBCCOG VOLUNTEERS

Left to right: Martha Segovia, SBCCOG Volunteer Coordinator; El Segundo Mayor Drew Boyles; Maria Del Carmen 
Viteri, Engineer, Banos, Ecuador; Jennifer LaMarque, Field Deputy, LA County Supervisor Janice Hahn; RPV Mayor 
Pro Tem Eric Alegria; Gus Meza, Sr. Water Policy & Resources Analyst, West Basin Municipal Water District; Jenyffer
Vasquez, Water Policy & Resources Analyst, West Basin Municipal Water District; Aurelia Friedman, Field Representative,
Representative Ted Lieu; Joey Garcia, Sr. Administrative Analyst, Torrance Public Works;  SBCCOG Volunteers Jon
Rodman, Kathy Young, Warren Gee (for Maya and Michael Gee), and Vibha Joshi; Andrew DeBlock, Sr. Field
Representative, Assemblymember Patrick O’Donnell; Torrance Councilmember Geoff Rizzo; Gardena Councilmember 
Dan Medina; Christian Horvath, Chair, SBCCOG and Redondo Beach Councilmember. 

On November 21, 2019, Christian Horwath, Chair 
of the South Bay Cities Council of Governments 
(SBCCOG) and Redondo Beach City Councilmember, 
led the annual recognition event for the SBCCOG’s 
dedicated volunteers.  Other local, state and federal 
representatives, as well as our utility and agency
partners were on hand to join in the festivities. 

The SBCCOG has come to be known throughout
the state for our forward thinking, action-oriented
programs including the South Bay Environmental
Services Center (SBESC).  We could not achieve or
maintain our extensive programs without the help
of our volunteers.

Over the last year, our volunteers have helped with 
developing pages for our website and improving its 
appearance.  They have assisted the organization in the 
development of grant opportunities, Climate Action 
Plan Implementation, as well as providing information 
on transportation options and other environmental 
programs.

Since 2008, a total of 255 volunteers have given over 
20,000 hours of service! We currently have 20 active 
volunteers.

The SBCCOG recognizes the contributions of our 
volunteers on both an annual and cumulative basis.  
Annual recognition is based on an 11-month calendar 
year from January to November and includes the total 
number of hours worked in the current year.  This year, 
nine volunteers were recognized as follows:

 Annual Award – 50 Hours Minimum: Six volunteers 
have worked 50 plus hours at the Environmental

Services Center this year and received special
recognition as a “Value Volunteer”.  Congratulations 
to Kayla Asemanfar, Maya Gee, Michael Gee, Daniel 
Bianca, Vibha Joshi, and Christine Portela! 

Annual Award – 100 Hours Minimum:  One volunteer, 
Kathy Young, worked 100 hours plus and received
special recognition with the “Green Ambassador 
Award”.  Congratulations, Kathy Young! 

Annual Award – 250 Hours Cumulative Minimum:
Two volunteers, Karen Kanda and Jon Rodman,
have consistently provided outstanding work at the 
Environmental Services Center, each working over
250 hours since they began the program in March 2018
and received the “Bronze Sustainability Award”.
Congratulations, Karen Kanda and Jon Rodman!

Our volunteers are very important to us and we try to 
recognize them each and every day.  Thanks for the 
difference you’ve made!

We welcome all and are
happy to accommodate
regular hours or fl exible 
schedules. If you are ready
to join the SBCCOG’s
volunteer program, please 
give us a call at
(310) 371-7222 x 209 or
contact Volunteer
Coordinator Martha Segovia, 
martha@southbaycities.org 
for more information.

2020 Homeless Count Volunteers:  SBCCOG 
Staff member Grace Farwell (3rd from left) and 
Gardena residents.
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THE CARRIAGE CREST STORMWATER PROJECT:THE CARRIAGE CREST STORMWATER PROJECT:
A REGIONAL APPROACH TO STORMWATER MANAGEMENTA REGIONAL APPROACH TO STORMWATER MANAGEMENT

By Basil Hewitt, Senior Engineer, LA County Sanitation Districts. February 10, 2020

Water that fl ows in storm drains, especially during dry 
weather, can pollute rivers and coastal waters. Cities and
unincorporated areas of Los Angeles County are responsible
for managing stormwater under a MS4 (Municipal Separate 
Storm Sewer System) permit issued by the Regional Water 
Quality Control Board (Regional Board). The MS4 permit
sets requirements to reduce pollutants in stormwater and
improve water quality. The Regional Board also encourages
cities and the County to collaboratively develop watershed
management plans that include fl exible and adaptive approaches.

For years the Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County
(Sanitation Districts) have helped cities manage dirty water 
from storm drains by diverting that water into sewers during dry weather for treatment along with 
wastewater (sewage). In 2016, Senate Bill 485 by State Senator Ed Hernandez went into effect and 
provided the Sanitation Districts with broader authority to help cities manage their stormwater.

“Our Directors asked us to pursue this important legislation because we want to do even more 
to help the cities we serve meet their regulatory requirements for stormwater and dry weather 
urban runoff,” said Robert C. Ferrante, Chief Engineer and General Manager of the Sanitation 
Districts. “We can now provide engineering expertise and use our treatment plants to help cities 
improve their water quality,” he added.

The agency’s fi rst project under this new authority is the Carriage Crest Stormwater Project for 
the City of Carson. This collaborative project is being funded through an agreement between 
the City of Carson and CalTrans (California Department of Transportation).  Carson hired the 
Sanitation Districts to manage the design and construction of the project.

The project will divert water from a storm drain 
that collects water from a 1,100-acre watershed that 
includes portions of Torrance, Los Angeles, Carson, 
and unincorporated County.  Stormwater will be 
diverted to a new storage facility located under
Carriage Crest Park and then to the Sanitation
Districts’ largest wastewater treatment plant, the 
Joint Water Pollution Control Plant (JWPCP).
By diverting and treating these fl ows, the project 
will reduce discharge of bacteria, nutrients, and 
other pollutants to Machado Lake and the Los
Angeles Harbor.  The project, which is currently
under construction, will be completed this year.

Ready to Collaborate

With the Carriage Crest Stormwater Project, the Sanitation Districts is leading the
development of a cost-effective stormwater management project that will help improve water
quality, increase water recycling, and maintain recreational space.

The agency stands ready to help other cities develop projects that will improve water quality.

On August 6, 2019 the Rancho Palos Verdes City 
Council approved the adoption of Ordinance No. 623.
The primary purpose of this ordinance is to eliminate 
the annual Business License Tax for Home Occupancy 
Businesses.  Secondarily, the ordinance clarifi es that the 
code requirement to obtain a business license is limited 
only to businesses that are physically located within the 
City of Rancho Palos Verdes and/or that conduct
business in such a manner that requires a physical
presence within the city.

The process of modifying the city’s Business License
Tax (BLT) Ordinance began on January 15, 2018 at
the request of then Mayor Pro Tem John Cruikshank.
Staff prepared a report regarding the tax requirement 
for businesses located outside the city with a focus on 
those that provide services that do not require a
physical presence.  The concern was that requiring a 
license and fee may be an undue burden for companies 
that are not located in the city, and whose business 
activity is largely non-physical (e.g. limited to over the 
phone or via email).

Staff also analyzed the city’s BLT revenue and number 
of business licenses issued not only for businesses
working from outside the city, but also for Home

Occupations (businesses operated as a home offi ce 
within a residence).  In May, 2019, the City Council 
directed staff to bring back a proposal that would reduce 
the BLT for Home Occupancy businesses to zero ($0.00)
and clarify the language in the Municipal Code
regarding when a business license is required.

Ordinance No. 623 was introduced on June 4, adopted
on August 6 and became effective on September 6, 2019.

The City Council strongly believes in and supports
business owners who choose to work from home.  The
annual BLT was eliminated to promote the continued 
growth of these individuals and their businesses.  In 
addition to supporting its home-based businesses, the 
City Council believes that the city will experience an 
overall decrease in traffi c by removing the need for these 
individuals to visit City Hall to submit payment for a 
business license.

For more information on the City of Rancho Palos 
Verdes’ business license tax, please visit

https://ca-ranchopalosverdes2.civicplus.com/288/
Business-License-Information

CITY OF RANCHO PALOS VERDESCITY OF RANCHO PALOS VERDES
ELIMINATES BUSINESS LICENSE TAXELIMINATES BUSINESS LICENSE TAX

FOR HOME BASED BUSINESSESFOR HOME BASED BUSINESSES

CONGRATULATIONS TOCONGRATULATIONS TO
SOUTH BAY SOLSMART CITIESSOUTH BAY SOLSMART CITIES

At the October, 2019 SBCCOG Board of Directors meeting, nine South Bay cities and the
SBCCOG were recognized by the Solar Foundation for being Solsmart certifi ed. Recognized at
the Gold level were: Carson, El Segundo, Gardena, Manhattan Beach, Rancho Palos Verdes,
Torrance and the SBCCOG.  At the Silver level were Hawthorne and Palos Verdes Estates; and,
recognized previously, at the Bronze level, Redondo Beach.  All of the cities earned certifi cation 
upon meeting national criteria in streamlining local procedures, making it easier for homes and 
businesses to install solar systems. The SBCCOG was the fi rst regional organization in California
to earn this designation.  For more information regarding the SolSmart program visit:
www.solsmart.org.

On Thursday, March 19, 2020, the South Bay Cities
Council of Governments is hosting its 21st Annual
General Assembly at the Juanita Millender-McDonald
Carson Community Center from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm 
(registration opens at 8:30 am).  This event is FREE 
but because lunch is provided, an RSVP is requested 
by March 12.

Join South Bay elected offi cials, staff, commissioners, 
volunteers, business leaders, and fellow residents as we
explore the topic INTERSECTIONS: Finding Tomorrow’s
Solutions for Today’s Issues.

After morning check-in, attendees
are invited to visit a bustling exhibit
hall where they can explore city, 
SBCCOG partner and sponsor 
exhibits which will complement this year’s theme.

The Morning Session will feature TED-like Talks 
on Transportation/Mobility, Housing/Affordability, 
Public Safety/Homelessness, Climate/Environment, 
& Economic Development/Technology with speakers 
also addressing the natural intersections and
commonality between their various sectors. Speakers 
and panelists include: David Daigle, American Dark
Fiber; Ahmed Darrat, Cityfi ; Liam Dillon, journalist,
LA Times; Kevin Hirai, FlyawayHomes; Keith Kauffman,
Police Chief, City of Redondo Beach; Lila Omura,

Harbor Interfaith; Kristen Pawling, LA County Chief 
Sustainability Offi ce; Selwyn Hollins and Sumaijah 
Umarji, LA County Internal Services Department; 
John Keisler, Economic Development Director,
City of Long Beach; and Tom O’Brien, Center for 
International Trade and Transportation (CSULB).

After lunch, the Afternoon Session will feature 3
panels exploring Intersections between: the morning
presentations; between state & local government; and
between the private & public sectors. Speakers and 

panelists include: Kate Gordon, 
Executive Director, Governor’s
Offi ce of Planning & Research;
Lynn von Koch-Liebert,
California Business, Consumer

Services and Housing Agency; Senator Steven Bradford;
Allen Sanford, Entrepreneur, BeachLife Festival; 
Megan Prichard, Uber Air; Drew Boyles, Entrepreneur 
and Mayor, City of El Segundo; James T. Butts, Mayor, 
City of Inglewood; Tom Heinsheimer, Aerospace
Corporation; Alan Pullman, Founding Principal, 
Studio One Eleven; and Jason Gannon, Managing 
Director, SoFi Stadium.

The day will be jam-packed with exciting talks and 
discussions. We hope you will consider joining us 
or participating as a sponsor.

INTERSECTIONS: FINDING TOMORROW’SINTERSECTIONS: FINDING TOMORROW’S
SOLUTIONS FOR TODAY’S ISSUESSOLUTIONS FOR TODAY’S ISSUES

Carriage Crest Park, Carson

Underground water storage structure
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THE CARRIAGE CREST STORMWATER PROJECT:THE CARRIAGE CREST STORMWATER PROJECT:
A REGIONAL APPROACH TO STORMWATER MANAGEMENTA REGIONAL APPROACH TO STORMWATER MANAGEMENT

By Basil Hewitt, Senior Engineer, LA County Sanitation Districts. February 10, 2020

Water that fl ows in storm drains, especially during dry 
weather, can pollute rivers and coastal waters. Cities and
unincorporated areas of Los Angeles County are responsible
for managing stormwater under a MS4 (Municipal Separate 
Storm Sewer System) permit issued by the Regional Water 
Quality Control Board (Regional Board). The MS4 permit
sets requirements to reduce pollutants in stormwater and
improve water quality. The Regional Board also encourages
cities and the County to collaboratively develop watershed
management plans that include fl exible and adaptive approaches.

For years the Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County
(Sanitation Districts) have helped cities manage dirty water 
from storm drains by diverting that water into sewers during dry weather for treatment along with 
wastewater (sewage). In 2016, Senate Bill 485 by State Senator Ed Hernandez went into effect and 
provided the Sanitation Districts with broader authority to help cities manage their stormwater.

“Our Directors asked us to pursue this important legislation because we want to do even more 
to help the cities we serve meet their regulatory requirements for stormwater and dry weather 
urban runoff,” said Robert C. Ferrante, Chief Engineer and General Manager of the Sanitation 
Districts. “We can now provide engineering expertise and use our treatment plants to help cities 
improve their water quality,” he added.

The agency’s fi rst project under this new authority is the Carriage Crest Stormwater Project for 
the City of Carson. This collaborative project is being funded through an agreement between 
the City of Carson and CalTrans (California Department of Transportation).  Carson hired the 
Sanitation Districts to manage the design and construction of the project.

The project will divert water from a storm drain 
that collects water from a 1,100-acre watershed that 
includes portions of Torrance, Los Angeles, Carson, 
and unincorporated County.  Stormwater will be 
diverted to a new storage facility located under
Carriage Crest Park and then to the Sanitation
Districts’ largest wastewater treatment plant, the 
Joint Water Pollution Control Plant (JWPCP).
By diverting and treating these fl ows, the project 
will reduce discharge of bacteria, nutrients, and 
other pollutants to Machado Lake and the Los
Angeles Harbor.  The project, which is currently
under construction, will be completed this year.

Ready to Collaborate

With the Carriage Crest Stormwater Project, the Sanitation Districts is leading the
development of a cost-effective stormwater management project that will help improve water
quality, increase water recycling, and maintain recreational space.

The agency stands ready to help other cities develop projects that will improve water quality.

On August 6, 2019 the Rancho Palos Verdes City 
Council approved the adoption of Ordinance No. 623.
The primary purpose of this ordinance is to eliminate 
the annual Business License Tax for Home Occupancy 
Businesses.  Secondarily, the ordinance clarifi es that the 
code requirement to obtain a business license is limited 
only to businesses that are physically located within the 
City of Rancho Palos Verdes and/or that conduct
business in such a manner that requires a physical
presence within the city.

The process of modifying the city’s Business License
Tax (BLT) Ordinance began on January 15, 2018 at
the request of then Mayor Pro Tem John Cruikshank.
Staff prepared a report regarding the tax requirement 
for businesses located outside the city with a focus on 
those that provide services that do not require a
physical presence.  The concern was that requiring a 
license and fee may be an undue burden for companies 
that are not located in the city, and whose business 
activity is largely non-physical (e.g. limited to over the 
phone or via email).

Staff also analyzed the city’s BLT revenue and number 
of business licenses issued not only for businesses
working from outside the city, but also for Home

Occupations (businesses operated as a home offi ce 
within a residence).  In May, 2019, the City Council 
directed staff to bring back a proposal that would reduce 
the BLT for Home Occupancy businesses to zero ($0.00)
and clarify the language in the Municipal Code
regarding when a business license is required.

Ordinance No. 623 was introduced on June 4, adopted
on August 6 and became effective on September 6, 2019.

The City Council strongly believes in and supports
business owners who choose to work from home.  The
annual BLT was eliminated to promote the continued 
growth of these individuals and their businesses.  In 
addition to supporting its home-based businesses, the 
City Council believes that the city will experience an 
overall decrease in traffi c by removing the need for these 
individuals to visit City Hall to submit payment for a 
business license.

For more information on the City of Rancho Palos 
Verdes’ business license tax, please visit

https://ca-ranchopalosverdes2.civicplus.com/288/
Business-License-Information

CITY OF RANCHO PALOS VERDESCITY OF RANCHO PALOS VERDES
ELIMINATES BUSINESS LICENSE TAXELIMINATES BUSINESS LICENSE TAX

FOR HOME BASED BUSINESSESFOR HOME BASED BUSINESSES

CONGRATULATIONS TOCONGRATULATIONS TO
SOUTH BAY SOLSMART CITIESSOUTH BAY SOLSMART CITIES

At the October, 2019 SBCCOG Board of Directors meeting, nine South Bay cities and the
SBCCOG were recognized by the Solar Foundation for being Solsmart certifi ed. Recognized at
the Gold level were: Carson, El Segundo, Gardena, Manhattan Beach, Rancho Palos Verdes,
Torrance and the SBCCOG.  At the Silver level were Hawthorne and Palos Verdes Estates; and,
recognized previously, at the Bronze level, Redondo Beach.  All of the cities earned certifi cation 
upon meeting national criteria in streamlining local procedures, making it easier for homes and 
businesses to install solar systems. The SBCCOG was the fi rst regional organization in California
to earn this designation.  For more information regarding the SolSmart program visit:
www.solsmart.org.

On Thursday, March 19, 2020, the South Bay Cities
Council of Governments is hosting its 21st Annual
General Assembly at the Juanita Millender-McDonald
Carson Community Center from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm 
(registration opens at 8:30 am).  This event is FREE 
but because lunch is provided, an RSVP is requested 
by March 12.

Join South Bay elected offi cials, staff, commissioners, 
volunteers, business leaders, and fellow residents as we
explore the topic INTERSECTIONS: Finding Tomorrow’s
Solutions for Today’s Issues.

After morning check-in, attendees
are invited to visit a bustling exhibit
hall where they can explore city, 
SBCCOG partner and sponsor 
exhibits which will complement this year’s theme.

The Morning Session will feature TED-like Talks 
on Transportation/Mobility, Housing/Affordability, 
Public Safety/Homelessness, Climate/Environment, 
& Economic Development/Technology with speakers 
also addressing the natural intersections and
commonality between their various sectors. Speakers 
and panelists include: David Daigle, American Dark
Fiber; Ahmed Darrat, Cityfi ; Liam Dillon, journalist,
LA Times; Kevin Hirai, FlyawayHomes; Keith Kauffman,
Police Chief, City of Redondo Beach; Lila Omura,

Harbor Interfaith; Kristen Pawling, LA County Chief 
Sustainability Offi ce; Selwyn Hollins and Sumaijah 
Umarji, LA County Internal Services Department; 
John Keisler, Economic Development Director,
City of Long Beach; and Tom O’Brien, Center for 
International Trade and Transportation (CSULB).

After lunch, the Afternoon Session will feature 3
panels exploring Intersections between: the morning
presentations; between state & local government; and
between the private & public sectors. Speakers and 

panelists include: Kate Gordon, 
Executive Director, Governor’s
Offi ce of Planning & Research;
Lynn von Koch-Liebert,
California Business, Consumer

Services and Housing Agency; Senator Steven Bradford;
Allen Sanford, Entrepreneur, BeachLife Festival; 
Megan Prichard, Uber Air; Drew Boyles, Entrepreneur 
and Mayor, City of El Segundo; James T. Butts, Mayor, 
City of Inglewood; Tom Heinsheimer, Aerospace
Corporation; Alan Pullman, Founding Principal, 
Studio One Eleven; and Jason Gannon, Managing 
Director, SoFi Stadium.

The day will be jam-packed with exciting talks and 
discussions. We hope you will consider joining us 
or participating as a sponsor.

INTERSECTIONS: FINDING TOMORROW’SINTERSECTIONS: FINDING TOMORROW’S
SOLUTIONS FOR TODAY’S ISSUESSOLUTIONS FOR TODAY’S ISSUES

Carriage Crest Park, Carson

Underground water storage structure




