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C A L E N D A RC A L E N D A R
All meetings are open to the public

October
 11 Steering Committee
  Legislative Committee
 13 GIS Working Group
 20 Livable Communities
  Working Group
 27 Infrastructure Working Group
 28 Board of Directors
  South Bay Cities Green
  Task Force
  Workshop re: “Getting to Know
  the Public Utilities Commission”

November
 8 Steering Committee
  Legislative Committee
 10 GIS Working Group
 17 Livable Communities
  Working Group
 18 Board of Directors
  Reception for SBESC Volunteers
 24 Infrastructure Working Group

December
 8 GIS Working Group
 13 Steering Committee
  Legislative Committee
 15 Livable Communities
  Working Group
Contact jacki@southbaycities.org
for further information.
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FOOD WASTEFOOD WASTE
Article from Green Living Tips:

F O O D  WA S T E  S TAT I S T I C SF O O D  WA S T E  S TAT I S T I C S
by Michael Bloch

Growing up, we were often encouraged to eat all our food as there were thousands 
of starving children elsewhere who would appreciate what was put in front of us. 
For most children, probably the bigger threat was the lack of dessert if we didn’t eat 
our vegetables.

It seems these well intentioned exhortations have had little effect. Food waste is now 
on a scale that is absolutely mind-boggling.

It’s often argued that we don’t face a food production crisis - we just have food 
distribution and waste issues. With those resolved, the world could easily be fed at 
current production rates. According to an article on Next Generation Food, food 
wasted in the US and Europe could easily bring the remainder of the world where 
food is scarce up to basic nutritional requirements!

The Next Generation Food article has other interesting if not shameful statistics on 
food waste, including:

• In the US, food waste has increased by 50 percent since 1974 

• 40 percent of all the food produced in the US is thrown out 

• Food waste accounts for more than a quarter of freshwater consumption
 and 300 million barrels of annually. 

• Food is the third largest waste stream after paper and yard waste 

• 8.3 million tonnes of food is thrown away by households in the UK annually 

• In the UK, city dwellers generally waste the most food, with the worst culprits
 being single men, aged between 25 and 35

The positive side to all these frightening statistics is that we can make an individual
effort to help rectify the issue - pick up some tips and ways to reduce food waste. 

http://www.greenlivingtips.com/blogs/491/Food-waste-statistics.html

The South Bay Cities Council of Governments 
(SBCCOG) is strategically positioned to receive a 
signifi cant amount of locally generated Measure R
tax funds to improve freeway and arterial street
traffi c operations in the South Bay.  In June 2010,
the SBCCOG selected a multi-disciplinary team of
consultants headed by Iteris, Inc. to develop and 
manage this transportation improvement program.  
The team will develop an Implementation Plan for 
Highway Transportation Improvements along South 
Bay’s freeway and major arterial streets and will 
subsequently help manage the implementation and 
completion of those projects.  Work on this three 
year project began in early July 2010.  Funding is 
provided from the South Bay Measure R Highway 
Funds through the Los Angeles County Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority (Metro).

Measure R is a one-half cent sales tax approved by 
Los Angeles County voters in November, 2008 to 
meet the transportation needs of Los Angeles County.  
Metro oversees the distribution of these funds.
The South Bay sub region is expected to receive
approximately $906 million (in 2008 dollars) over
the 30- year life of Measure R.  Although Measure R 
is expected to provide a signifi cant amount of
funding to the South Bay, the intent of this program 
is also to leverage the Measure R funds with other
available and possible new revenue sources for
enhanced funding.

The Measure R Ordinance specifi es that South Bay 
Highway funds are to be used to complete freeway 
mainline, ramp and interchange operational
improvements and transportation projects on
State Highways and adjacent arterials.

The project includes four main components:

The fi rst six months of the project is dedicated to the 
development of an Implementation Plan, including 
project prioritization.  The Implementation Plan will 
be developed through a broadly collaborative process 
under the policy guidance of the SBCCOG Board of 
Directors and the technical auspices of the SBCCOG
Infrastructure Working Group (IWG).  All of the 
South Bay cities are represented on the IWG as well 
as Metro and Caltrans.

1. The Plan will be prepared so that it can be
 updated periodically as needed.  The
 Implementation Plan will include:
 • Identifi cation of eligible freeway and arterial
  projects – including evaluation of criteria that
  makes projects eligible for Measure R Funds

 • Development of project evaluation system and
  criteria to prioritize and group projects to receive
  funding and their implementation within the
  next 30 years

 • Establishment of a realistic and achievable
  project implementation schedule for each
  project, and recommendation of a lead agency

 • Development of an “Early Successes
  Implementation” package of projects that can
  be constructed in the near-term (within 2-5 years)

 • Development of a funding plan and strategy
  that leverages Measure R funds to the extent
  possible so as to secure additional Federal,
  State, regional, and private sector funding in
  cooperation with Metro, Caltrans, SCAG, the
  SBCCOG, and cities

YOUR “MEASURE R” TAX DOLLARS AT WORKYOUR “MEASURE R” TAX DOLLARS AT WORK
2010 will prove to be a very important year for the City of Lomita and 
its water production system.  In July, the State of California Department 
of Health Resources approved Lomita’s newly constructed 5 million gallon 
reservoir and reconditioned groundwater well for full production.  Why is 
this a big deal for the City?  Because using its own ground water increases 
reliability and could result in cost savings in the future.  Here’s why.
For more than a decade the City has been relying on imported sources of 
water for domestic water use within the City.  The City buys water from 
the giant Metropolitan Water District through a sub-agency known as 
the West Basin Municipal Water District located in Carson.  The City 
of Lomita actually owns water pumping rights, but because the old City 
reservoir was too small and the old water well needed to be re-equipped, 
the well had not been used for many years.  However, in 2006, the City 
Council decided to sell bonds to raise approximately $7 million to build a new 5 million gallon storage reservoir and recondition 
the water well located near the reservoir at the north end of Cypress Street.  Although purchasing water from MWD has been a 
reliable source of water, the cost of this water continues to rise each year.  Also, as has been in the news so much lately, there is 
less imported water available these days for Southern California. That is why there has been so much promotion regarding water 
conservation and even mandated reductions in some communities.

The City of Lomita owns the rights to pump ground water to meet nearly one half 
of the annual demand for water in the City.  That is approximately 440 million 
gallons of water. By pumping its own groundwater, Lomita has more independence 
and reliability than relying solely on external supply sources.  Although there has 
not been an interruption of imported water supply, if that were to occur in the 
future, the City’s well and reservoir could keep the City in potable water for several
days or even longer with some water use reductions.  Also, should drought
conditions continue, and if imported water supplies are restricted, Lomita will be 
in a better position to meet its demand with its ground water, than communities 
that do not have ground water to use.

The City began full production of groundwater in mid-August. and the reconditioned well and new reservoir are in full production.
The City is currently using a private fi rm to operate the new water plant.  However, analysis is currently being done to evaluate the 
staffi ng and licensing requirements to operate the facility in-house.
If you have any questions about the City’s water supply or operations contact the Lomita Public Works Department at
(310) 325-7110 Ext. 124 or n.miller@lomitacity.com

LOMITA’S NEW WATER WELL LOMITA’S NEW WATER WELL 
AND RESERVOIR INCREASEAND RESERVOIR INCREASE

WATER RELIABILITYWATER RELIABILITY

Friends of the South Bay
Environmental Services Center

– 2010 –
Chevron Products Company
Providence Little Co. of Mary

Medical Center Torrance
Time Warner Cable

Water Replenishment District
Special thanks to our Friends

for their continued support of energy
efficiency and water conservation

To Be a Friend or for more information, 
contact marilyn@sbesc.com

City of Lomita’s new 5 million gallon reservoir

Reconditioned reservoir

CONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONS
TO SBCCOG CHAIRTO SBCCOG CHAIR

JUDY MITCHELLJUDY MITCHELL

THE NEWEST MEMBER OF THETHE NEWEST MEMBER OF THE
SOUTH COAST AIR QUALIT YSOUTH COAST AIR QUALIT Y

MANAGEMENT DISTRICT’SMANAGEMENT DISTRICT’S
GOVERNING BOARDGOVERNING BOARD

SBCCOG Chair and Rolling Hills Estates
Councilwoman Judy Mitchell was welcomed 
onto the Governing Board of the South Coast 
Air Quality Management District this past March 
2010.  Mitchell will represent the 51 western
cities of Los Angeles County.  She was selected by 
mayors and council members of the cities that she 
will be representing.

February 25, 2011February 25, 2011
SAVE THE DATESAVE THE DATE

February 25, 2011
South Bay Cities Council of Governments

12th Annual General Assembly
“The South Bay in 2040“The South Bay in 2040

Out of the Box & Into the Future”Out of the Box & Into the Future”
Focusing on what the future may look like and what we can do now.Focusing on what the future may look like and what we can do now.

An event for elected offi cials, commissioners, department heads, and city staff.

Continuing to build momentum, the pilot project between the 
South Bay Cities Council of Governments (SBCCOG) and Metro 
has hit its one-year mark.  The program, operated by the SBCCOG 
South Bay Environmental Services Center (SBESC), reachs out  to 
cities, multi-tenant buildings, business parks, 
and major employers to explain not only the 
transportation benefi ts but also the fi nancial 
benefi ts to vanpooling.
As a result  numerous Vanpool formation and 
information meetings have been held in busi-
ness parks and for local employers throughout 
the South Bay, with the most recent vanpool
forming at Northrop Grumman in Carson.
Metro’s on-going monthly subsidy of up to $400 is the key selling 
point, providing a fi nancial incentive in this current economic reces-
sion.  By vanpooling to work, not only can commuters reduce the 
stress of fi ghting traffi c every day, but they can save thousands

of dollars a year on car maintenance, wear and tear, and gasoline. 
Vanpoolers not only bypass the gas pump—they can also cruise
past traffi c in time-saving carpool lanes where, on average,

commuters save 36 minutes a day.
SBESC and Metro staff are ready and available to 
hold information meetings at cities, employers,
and business parks in the South Bay.  They will help 
coordinate the meetings and will work directly with 
employees that are interested in vanpooling.
If you or a company, multi-tenant building, business 
park, or city that you know of is interested in learning
more about this program, please have them contact 
Sahar Sedadi at 310-800-8833 (direct) or via e-mail at

Sahar@southbaycities.org.  For more information about Metro’s 
Vanpool Program, please visit http://www.metro.net/around/
vanpool/

VANPOOL PROGRAM GROWING IN THE SOUTH BAYVANPOOL PROGRAM GROWING IN THE SOUTH BAY
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CITY OF CARSON OPENSCITY OF CARSON OPENS
CYBER CAFÉ FORCYBER CAFÉ FOR

SENIOR NETSURFERSSENIOR NETSURFERS

SBCCOG WORKS WITH CITIES TO PREPARESBCCOG WORKS WITH CITIES TO PREPARE
FOR SUSTAINABLE GROWTHFOR SUSTAINABLE GROWTH

The City of Carson has recently expanded its Senior
Computer Technology Lab to add a Cyber Café
component where Carson residents age 50-and-above 
can surf the internet and network with fellow seniors.
The Cyber Café opened on July 19, following a ribbon-
cutting ceremony led by the Carson City Council.  The
new cyber café is located adjacent to the senior computer
lab at the Congresswoman Juanita Millender-McDonald 
Community Center at 801 East Carson Street in Carson.
The newly-opened cyber café has three desktop comput-
ers, but seniors are welcome to bring their own laptop 
computers and enjoy free-fl owing coffee all day while 
surfi ng the net or working on computer projects.  The 
use of the desktop computers is on a fi rst-come-fi rst-
serve basis.  The café is open from Mondays through 
Fridays from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
The Senior Technology Lab was dedicated in 2003 to provide Carson’s senior population the opportunity
to learn how to use the computer for creating basic documents, designing simple  greeting cards and 
communicating with loved ones through e-mail.  It now offers 12-week computer classes year round for 
beginners to advanced users.
Classes offered include Introduction to PC, the basics of word processing, beginning or intermediate 
internet, digital photography, blogging, mini-website design and Microsoft offi ce applications such as 
Word, Excel and Powerpoint.  All classes are offered free on a fi rst-come-fi rst-serve basis.
For more information, please contact the Senior Technology Computer Lab at
(310) 835-0212, ext. 1475

In 2009, California passed the nation’s fi rst law to control 
greenhouse gas emissions by linking transportation and land 
use planning.  SB 375 provides emissions-reducing goals for 
which regions can plan, integrates disjointed planning activities,
and provides incentives for local governments and developers 
to follow new conscientiously-planned growth patterns.

Each region is required to produce a Sustainable Communities
Strategy (SCS) as a new chapter in its Regional Transportation 
Plan (RTP).  This means that the RTP, a federally mandated 
long range transportation plan which is updated every four 
years, now must closely coordinate expected development,
especially housing, with expected transportation investments in 
the form of an SCS.  The goal is to reduce carbon emissions
per capita from a 2005 baseline by 8% by 2020 and 13% by 2035 
the goal expected to be set by the California Air Resources Board.

SBCCOG is a part of the Southern California Association of 
Governments (SCAG).  SCAG is responsible for producing the 
RTP and its SCS chapter, although the region’s sub-regional
councils of government (such as the SBCCOG) have the 
opportunity to work with SCAG in order to ensure that the 
SCS for their sub-region is based on a strategy that refl ects the 
conditions of that sub-region.

The SBCCOG is prepared for that challenge because it began 
conducting research into how land use affects transportation 
demand back in 2004.  Using funds provided annually by 
SCAG and supplemented by Metro in 2008-09, the SBCCOG 
retained some of the leading planning and research contractors 
available.  The result was the Sustainable South Bay Strategy 
(SSBS) which consists of both land use and mobility elements.  
The SBCCOG Board of Directors will consider adopting the SSBS 
this fall to serve as a guidance document for South Bay cities.

While the regional SCS will focus on transit oriented strategies,
the SSBS specifi cally addresses the challenge of reducing 
gasoline consumption and the resulting carbon emissions in 
the South Bay which is essentially a transit-poor sub-region.  
The key to accomplishing this without huge and currently 
unfunded investments  in more buses, light rail or subways is to 
accelerate the transition of the private vehicle fl eet to zero

emission electric vehicles (EVs) and highly effi cient hybrids
To advance this concept the SBCCOG currently has underway
a demonstration project of one particular type of EV, the 
neighborhood electric vehicle.  The project, funded by the 
South Coast Air Quality Management District, is named the 
Local Use Vehicle Demonstration Project because the mobility 
strategy embraces cycling, personal transporters (like Segways), 
electric scooters, and any other vehicles present or future with 
zero emissions, slow speeds and short ranges.

Slow speeds and short ranges are also related to the land use
element of the SSBS.  Gradually over decades the SSBS calls for
commercial concentrations to become more clustered essentially
providing destinations at major intersections adjacent to each 
residential neighborhood.  The current aging commercial strips 
which cater to automobile traffi c can then gradually be
transformed into housing at densities no greater than those that
already exist adjacent to each arterial corridor.  The resulting 
development pattern will support many more walking opportunities
and local use vehicles when travel is necessary.  One goal of the 
LUV Demonstration Project is to replace a substantial number 
of the 175,000 second and third vehicles per household in the 
South Bay.

Because the integration of land use and transportation is 
reasonably complex, the SBCCOG has created a presentation 
to support a public education initiative for the strategy and its 
policies.  When the SBCCOG Board adopts the SSBS as the 
basis for its sub-regional SCS , the presentation will be offered 
to planning commissions, planning departments, city councils,
community organizations and other interested groups through-
out the South Bay during the rest of 2010 and through the 
summer of 2011.  At that time, a draft SCS will be
incorporated into SCAG’s regional SCS.

If you are interested in learning about the Sustainable South 
Bay Strategy, the report is available  at www.southbaycities.org.  
The presentation will also be available online after
SBCCOG Board adoption.   Contact  Executive Director Jacki 
Bacharach at jacki@southbaycities.org if you want to schedule a 
presentation for your group.

Councilmember Julie Ruiz-Raber, Mayor Jim Dear, Mayor
ProTempore Elito Santarina, Councilmember Lula Davis-Holmes,

Maria Pilapil and Kit Poblee

“DOLLAR$ TO BE AVAILABLE“DOLLAR$ TO BE AVAILABLE
FOR THE SOUTH BAY RESIDENTSFOR THE SOUTH BAY RESIDENTS

TO RETROFIT THEIR HOMESTO RETROFIT THEIR HOMES
FOR ENERGY & WATER EFFICIENCY”FOR ENERGY & WATER EFFICIENCY”

Members of the City of Carson Senior
Citizens Advisory Commission and Mayor Jim Dear

The SBCCOG is working with Los Angeles County to 
bring the benefi ts of an important new program to South 
Bay homeowners. Energy Upgrade CaliforniaTM in
Los Angeles County has 3 main goals – To:

• Promote energy-effi ciency retrofi ts of the existing
 building stock in Los Angeles County

• Put construction professionals back to work

• Reduce greenhouse gas emissions

How does the Program work?
The South Bay Environmental Services Center (SBESC) 
will have all of the information on how to participate.  
The aim is for participating property owners to achieve an 
average of 20% reduction in energy consumption in their
homes.  Homeowners will have a choice of upgrade packages
and options that qualify for rebates and incentives, from 
basic weatherization, insulation and sealing of their house 
to installing energy effi cient windows, tankless water 
heaters, air conditioners, and even installing solar panels. 
Through the use of a dedicated website the Program will 
provide a one-stop location where homeowners can fi nd 
information about all the Federal, State, County, and 
utility rebates and incentives available.  SBESC staff will 
be available to take participants through the website and 
answer questions about the program.

What types of energy-effi ciency projects can be 
included?
The Program includes an extensive list of eligible energy 
effi ciency, water effi ciency, and renewable energy
measures and technologies. Property owners will be 
helped to identify the right mix of upgrade options for 
their particular property and situation to achieve
maximum energy savings and optimum benefi ts.

Why participate?
An investment of $5,000 to $15,000 to implement a 
home energy retrofi t can achieve an average of 20%
energy savings, reduce utility bills, improve building
comfort, enhance indoor air quality, and increase home 
value. In addition, customers of Southern California
Edison and Southern California Gas Company may be
eligible for up to $5,000 in rebates and tax credits to offset
project costs. Water effi ciency measures and renewable
energy installations to achieve even greater utility bill 
reductions may also be eligible. With the Program,
homeowners benefi t, the economy benefi ts, and the
environment benefi ts!  Funding has been provided
through the Federal American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act grants received by the County.

As a Homeowner or Contractor how can I get
more information?
Updates will be @ www.LACountyEnergyProgram.org or 
contact SBESC @ 310-371-7222.  You can also sign up to 
receive email notifi cations.
Workshops for Contractors interested in participating 
are expected to start mid to late Fall.  At these workshops 
they will learn specifi cs of the program and what
requirements will be necessary to participate.  Full program 
roll out is expected soon after.

YOUR “MEASURE R” TAX DOLLARS AT WORKYOUR “MEASURE R” TAX DOLLARS AT WORK
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  1

Councilmember Julie Ruiz-Raber, Councilmember Elito Santarito, 
Mayor Jim Dear, Councilmember Lula Davis-Holmes

VOLUNTEER RECEPTIONVOLUNTEER RECEPTIONVOLUNTEER RECEPTIONVOLUNTEER RECEPTION

The South Bay Cities Council of Governments
and the South Bay Energy Savings Center

Request your presence at the

3rd Annual
SBESC Volunteer Recognition Reception
Please plan to join us as we recognize volunteers who
have provided more than 100 hours of service!!!

Date: Nov 18, 2010
Time: 5:30–6:45pm              

2. Development and management of a web-based
 Program/Project Monitoring System to track the
 development, documentation and implementation
 of each of the projects through the years

3. Working with the implementing agencies to complete
 all pre-fi nal design work and environmental documents

4. Providing technical/process assistance to the
 implementing agencies on selected improvement
 projects

During the months of July and August, the consultant team 
has met with all South Bay local jurisdictions’ staffs at
individual meetings and has collected initial information on 

over 100 freeway and arterial projects. The team has organized
and mapped these projects and compiled various items of
information about each project and is collecting available 
plans, documents and technical backup data.  The list of 
projects has been presented to the IWG and is expected to be 
fi nalized within the next several months.  A list of “Early
Success Projects” will be developed by the end of September 
for recommendation to the COG Board.  For further
information on this project, please contact Kim Fuentes,
SBCCOG Deputy Executive Director @ kim@southbaycities.org

Find us at www.sbesc.com
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homes.  Homeowners will have a choice of upgrade packages
and options that qualify for rebates and incentives, from 
basic weatherization, insulation and sealing of their house 
to installing energy effi cient windows, tankless water 
heaters, air conditioners, and even installing solar panels. 
Through the use of a dedicated website the Program will 
provide a one-stop location where homeowners can fi nd 
information about all the Federal, State, County, and 
utility rebates and incentives available.  SBESC staff will 
be available to take participants through the website and 
answer questions about the program.

What types of energy-effi ciency projects can be 
included?
The Program includes an extensive list of eligible energy 
effi ciency, water effi ciency, and renewable energy
measures and technologies. Property owners will be 
helped to identify the right mix of upgrade options for 
their particular property and situation to achieve
maximum energy savings and optimum benefi ts.

Why participate?
An investment of $5,000 to $15,000 to implement a 
home energy retrofi t can achieve an average of 20%
energy savings, reduce utility bills, improve building
comfort, enhance indoor air quality, and increase home 
value. In addition, customers of Southern California
Edison and Southern California Gas Company may be
eligible for up to $5,000 in rebates and tax credits to offset
project costs. Water effi ciency measures and renewable
energy installations to achieve even greater utility bill 
reductions may also be eligible. With the Program,
homeowners benefi t, the economy benefi ts, and the
environment benefi ts!  Funding has been provided
through the Federal American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act grants received by the County.

As a Homeowner or Contractor how can I get
more information?
Updates will be @ www.LACountyEnergyProgram.org or 
contact SBESC @ 310-371-7222.  You can also sign up to 
receive email notifi cations.
Workshops for Contractors interested in participating 
are expected to start mid to late Fall.  At these workshops 
they will learn specifi cs of the program and what
requirements will be necessary to participate.  Full program 
roll out is expected soon after.

YOUR “MEASURE R” TAX DOLLARS AT WORKYOUR “MEASURE R” TAX DOLLARS AT WORK
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The South Bay Cities Council of Governments
and the South Bay Energy Savings Center

Request your presence at the

3rd Annual
SBESC Volunteer Recognition Reception
Please plan to join us as we recognize volunteers who
have provided more than 100 hours of service!!!

Date: Nov 18, 2010
Time: 5:30–6:45pm              

2. Development and management of a web-based
 Program/Project Monitoring System to track the
 development, documentation and implementation
 of each of the projects through the years

3. Working with the implementing agencies to complete
 all pre-fi nal design work and environmental documents

4. Providing technical/process assistance to the
 implementing agencies on selected improvement
 projects

During the months of July and August, the consultant team 
has met with all South Bay local jurisdictions’ staffs at
individual meetings and has collected initial information on 

over 100 freeway and arterial projects. The team has organized
and mapped these projects and compiled various items of
information about each project and is collecting available 
plans, documents and technical backup data.  The list of 
projects has been presented to the IWG and is expected to be 
fi nalized within the next several months.  A list of “Early
Success Projects” will be developed by the end of September 
for recommendation to the COG Board.  For further
information on this project, please contact Kim Fuentes,
SBCCOG Deputy Executive Director @ kim@southbaycities.org

Find us at www.sbesc.com
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CITY OF CARSON OPENSCITY OF CARSON OPENS
CYBER CAFÉ FORCYBER CAFÉ FOR

SENIOR NETSURFERSSENIOR NETSURFERS

SBCCOG WORKS WITH CITIES TO PREPARESBCCOG WORKS WITH CITIES TO PREPARE
FOR SUSTAINABLE GROWTHFOR SUSTAINABLE GROWTH

The City of Carson has recently expanded its Senior
Computer Technology Lab to add a Cyber Café
component where Carson residents age 50-and-above 
can surf the internet and network with fellow seniors.
The Cyber Café opened on July 19, following a ribbon-
cutting ceremony led by the Carson City Council.  The
new cyber café is located adjacent to the senior computer
lab at the Congresswoman Juanita Millender-McDonald 
Community Center at 801 East Carson Street in Carson.
The newly-opened cyber café has three desktop comput-
ers, but seniors are welcome to bring their own laptop 
computers and enjoy free-fl owing coffee all day while 
surfi ng the net or working on computer projects.  The 
use of the desktop computers is on a fi rst-come-fi rst-
serve basis.  The café is open from Mondays through 
Fridays from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
The Senior Technology Lab was dedicated in 2003 to provide Carson’s senior population the opportunity
to learn how to use the computer for creating basic documents, designing simple  greeting cards and 
communicating with loved ones through e-mail.  It now offers 12-week computer classes year round for 
beginners to advanced users.
Classes offered include Introduction to PC, the basics of word processing, beginning or intermediate 
internet, digital photography, blogging, mini-website design and Microsoft offi ce applications such as 
Word, Excel and Powerpoint.  All classes are offered free on a fi rst-come-fi rst-serve basis.
For more information, please contact the Senior Technology Computer Lab at
(310) 835-0212, ext. 1475

In 2009, California passed the nation’s fi rst law to control 
greenhouse gas emissions by linking transportation and land 
use planning.  SB 375 provides emissions-reducing goals for 
which regions can plan, integrates disjointed planning activities,
and provides incentives for local governments and developers 
to follow new conscientiously-planned growth patterns.

Each region is required to produce a Sustainable Communities
Strategy (SCS) as a new chapter in its Regional Transportation 
Plan (RTP).  This means that the RTP, a federally mandated 
long range transportation plan which is updated every four 
years, now must closely coordinate expected development,
especially housing, with expected transportation investments in 
the form of an SCS.  The goal is to reduce carbon emissions
per capita from a 2005 baseline by 8% by 2020 and 13% by 2035 
the goal expected to be set by the California Air Resources Board.

SBCCOG is a part of the Southern California Association of 
Governments (SCAG).  SCAG is responsible for producing the 
RTP and its SCS chapter, although the region’s sub-regional
councils of government (such as the SBCCOG) have the 
opportunity to work with SCAG in order to ensure that the 
SCS for their sub-region is based on a strategy that refl ects the 
conditions of that sub-region.

The SBCCOG is prepared for that challenge because it began 
conducting research into how land use affects transportation 
demand back in 2004.  Using funds provided annually by 
SCAG and supplemented by Metro in 2008-09, the SBCCOG 
retained some of the leading planning and research contractors 
available.  The result was the Sustainable South Bay Strategy 
(SSBS) which consists of both land use and mobility elements.  
The SBCCOG Board of Directors will consider adopting the SSBS 
this fall to serve as a guidance document for South Bay cities.

While the regional SCS will focus on transit oriented strategies,
the SSBS specifi cally addresses the challenge of reducing 
gasoline consumption and the resulting carbon emissions in 
the South Bay which is essentially a transit-poor sub-region.  
The key to accomplishing this without huge and currently 
unfunded investments  in more buses, light rail or subways is to 
accelerate the transition of the private vehicle fl eet to zero

emission electric vehicles (EVs) and highly effi cient hybrids
To advance this concept the SBCCOG currently has underway
a demonstration project of one particular type of EV, the 
neighborhood electric vehicle.  The project, funded by the 
South Coast Air Quality Management District, is named the 
Local Use Vehicle Demonstration Project because the mobility 
strategy embraces cycling, personal transporters (like Segways), 
electric scooters, and any other vehicles present or future with 
zero emissions, slow speeds and short ranges.

Slow speeds and short ranges are also related to the land use
element of the SSBS.  Gradually over decades the SSBS calls for
commercial concentrations to become more clustered essentially
providing destinations at major intersections adjacent to each 
residential neighborhood.  The current aging commercial strips 
which cater to automobile traffi c can then gradually be
transformed into housing at densities no greater than those that
already exist adjacent to each arterial corridor.  The resulting 
development pattern will support many more walking opportunities
and local use vehicles when travel is necessary.  One goal of the 
LUV Demonstration Project is to replace a substantial number 
of the 175,000 second and third vehicles per household in the 
South Bay.

Because the integration of land use and transportation is 
reasonably complex, the SBCCOG has created a presentation 
to support a public education initiative for the strategy and its 
policies.  When the SBCCOG Board adopts the SSBS as the 
basis for its sub-regional SCS , the presentation will be offered 
to planning commissions, planning departments, city councils,
community organizations and other interested groups through-
out the South Bay during the rest of 2010 and through the 
summer of 2011.  At that time, a draft SCS will be
incorporated into SCAG’s regional SCS.

If you are interested in learning about the Sustainable South 
Bay Strategy, the report is available  at www.southbaycities.org.  
The presentation will also be available online after
SBCCOG Board adoption.   Contact  Executive Director Jacki 
Bacharach at jacki@southbaycities.org if you want to schedule a 
presentation for your group.

Councilmember Julie Ruiz-Raber, Mayor Jim Dear, Mayor
ProTempore Elito Santarina, Councilmember Lula Davis-Holmes,

Maria Pilapil and Kit Poblee

“DOLLAR$ TO BE AVAILABLE“DOLLAR$ TO BE AVAILABLE
FOR THE SOUTH BAY RESIDENTSFOR THE SOUTH BAY RESIDENTS

TO RETROFIT THEIR HOMESTO RETROFIT THEIR HOMES
FOR ENERGY & WATER EFFICIENCY”FOR ENERGY & WATER EFFICIENCY”

Members of the City of Carson Senior
Citizens Advisory Commission and Mayor Jim Dear

The SBCCOG is working with Los Angeles County to 
bring the benefi ts of an important new program to South 
Bay homeowners. Energy Upgrade CaliforniaTM in
Los Angeles County has 3 main goals – To:

• Promote energy-effi ciency retrofi ts of the existing
 building stock in Los Angeles County

• Put construction professionals back to work

• Reduce greenhouse gas emissions

How does the Program work?
The South Bay Environmental Services Center (SBESC) 
will have all of the information on how to participate.  
The aim is for participating property owners to achieve an 
average of 20% reduction in energy consumption in their
homes.  Homeowners will have a choice of upgrade packages
and options that qualify for rebates and incentives, from 
basic weatherization, insulation and sealing of their house 
to installing energy effi cient windows, tankless water 
heaters, air conditioners, and even installing solar panels. 
Through the use of a dedicated website the Program will 
provide a one-stop location where homeowners can fi nd 
information about all the Federal, State, County, and 
utility rebates and incentives available.  SBESC staff will 
be available to take participants through the website and 
answer questions about the program.

What types of energy-effi ciency projects can be 
included?
The Program includes an extensive list of eligible energy 
effi ciency, water effi ciency, and renewable energy
measures and technologies. Property owners will be 
helped to identify the right mix of upgrade options for 
their particular property and situation to achieve
maximum energy savings and optimum benefi ts.

Why participate?
An investment of $5,000 to $15,000 to implement a 
home energy retrofi t can achieve an average of 20%
energy savings, reduce utility bills, improve building
comfort, enhance indoor air quality, and increase home 
value. In addition, customers of Southern California
Edison and Southern California Gas Company may be
eligible for up to $5,000 in rebates and tax credits to offset
project costs. Water effi ciency measures and renewable
energy installations to achieve even greater utility bill 
reductions may also be eligible. With the Program,
homeowners benefi t, the economy benefi ts, and the
environment benefi ts!  Funding has been provided
through the Federal American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act grants received by the County.

As a Homeowner or Contractor how can I get
more information?
Updates will be @ www.LACountyEnergyProgram.org or 
contact SBESC @ 310-371-7222.  You can also sign up to 
receive email notifi cations.
Workshops for Contractors interested in participating 
are expected to start mid to late Fall.  At these workshops 
they will learn specifi cs of the program and what
requirements will be necessary to participate.  Full program 
roll out is expected soon after.

YOUR “MEASURE R” TAX DOLLARS AT WORKYOUR “MEASURE R” TAX DOLLARS AT WORK
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  1

Councilmember Julie Ruiz-Raber, Councilmember Elito Santarito, 
Mayor Jim Dear, Councilmember Lula Davis-Holmes

VOLUNTEER RECEPTIONVOLUNTEER RECEPTIONVOLUNTEER RECEPTIONVOLUNTEER RECEPTION

The South Bay Cities Council of Governments
and the South Bay Energy Savings Center

Request your presence at the

3rd Annual
SBESC Volunteer Recognition Reception
Please plan to join us as we recognize volunteers who
have provided more than 100 hours of service!!!

Date: Nov 18, 2010
Time: 5:30–6:45pm              

2. Development and management of a web-based
 Program/Project Monitoring System to track the
 development, documentation and implementation
 of each of the projects through the years

3. Working with the implementing agencies to complete
 all pre-fi nal design work and environmental documents

4. Providing technical/process assistance to the
 implementing agencies on selected improvement
 projects

During the months of July and August, the consultant team 
has met with all South Bay local jurisdictions’ staffs at
individual meetings and has collected initial information on 

over 100 freeway and arterial projects. The team has organized
and mapped these projects and compiled various items of
information about each project and is collecting available 
plans, documents and technical backup data.  The list of 
projects has been presented to the IWG and is expected to be 
fi nalized within the next several months.  A list of “Early
Success Projects” will be developed by the end of September 
for recommendation to the COG Board.  For further
information on this project, please contact Kim Fuentes,
SBCCOG Deputy Executive Director @ kim@southbaycities.org

Find us at www.sbesc.com
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October
 11 Steering Committee
  Legislative Committee
 13 GIS Working Group
 20 Livable Communities
  Working Group
 27 Infrastructure Working Group
 28 Board of Directors
  South Bay Cities Green
  Task Force
  Workshop re: “Getting to Know
  the Public Utilities Commission”

November
 8 Steering Committee
  Legislative Committee
 10 GIS Working Group
 17 Livable Communities
  Working Group
 18 Board of Directors
  Reception for SBESC Volunteers
 24 Infrastructure Working Group

December
 8 GIS Working Group
 13 Steering Committee
  Legislative Committee
 15 Livable Communities
  Working Group
Contact jacki@southbaycities.org
for further information.
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FOOD WASTEFOOD WASTE
Article from Green Living Tips:

F O O D  WA S T E  S TAT I S T I C SF O O D  WA S T E  S TAT I S T I C S
by Michael Bloch

Growing up, we were often encouraged to eat all our food as there were thousands 
of starving children elsewhere who would appreciate what was put in front of us. 
For most children, probably the bigger threat was the lack of dessert if we didn’t eat 
our vegetables.

It seems these well intentioned exhortations have had little effect. Food waste is now 
on a scale that is absolutely mind-boggling.

It’s often argued that we don’t face a food production crisis - we just have food 
distribution and waste issues. With those resolved, the world could easily be fed at 
current production rates. According to an article on Next Generation Food, food 
wasted in the US and Europe could easily bring the remainder of the world where 
food is scarce up to basic nutritional requirements!

The Next Generation Food article has other interesting if not shameful statistics on 
food waste, including:

• In the US, food waste has increased by 50 percent since 1974 

• 40 percent of all the food produced in the US is thrown out 

• Food waste accounts for more than a quarter of freshwater consumption
 and 300 million barrels of annually. 

• Food is the third largest waste stream after paper and yard waste 

• 8.3 million tonnes of food is thrown away by households in the UK annually 

• In the UK, city dwellers generally waste the most food, with the worst culprits
 being single men, aged between 25 and 35

The positive side to all these frightening statistics is that we can make an individual
effort to help rectify the issue - pick up some tips and ways to reduce food waste. 

http://www.greenlivingtips.com/blogs/491/Food-waste-statistics.html

The South Bay Cities Council of Governments 
(SBCCOG) is strategically positioned to receive a 
signifi cant amount of locally generated Measure R
tax funds to improve freeway and arterial street
traffi c operations in the South Bay.  In June 2010,
the SBCCOG selected a multi-disciplinary team of
consultants headed by Iteris, Inc. to develop and 
manage this transportation improvement program.  
The team will develop an Implementation Plan for 
Highway Transportation Improvements along South 
Bay’s freeway and major arterial streets and will 
subsequently help manage the implementation and 
completion of those projects.  Work on this three 
year project began in early July 2010.  Funding is 
provided from the South Bay Measure R Highway 
Funds through the Los Angeles County Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority (Metro).

Measure R is a one-half cent sales tax approved by 
Los Angeles County voters in November, 2008 to 
meet the transportation needs of Los Angeles County.  
Metro oversees the distribution of these funds.
The South Bay sub region is expected to receive
approximately $906 million (in 2008 dollars) over
the 30- year life of Measure R.  Although Measure R 
is expected to provide a signifi cant amount of
funding to the South Bay, the intent of this program 
is also to leverage the Measure R funds with other
available and possible new revenue sources for
enhanced funding.

The Measure R Ordinance specifi es that South Bay 
Highway funds are to be used to complete freeway 
mainline, ramp and interchange operational
improvements and transportation projects on
State Highways and adjacent arterials.

The project includes four main components:

The fi rst six months of the project is dedicated to the 
development of an Implementation Plan, including 
project prioritization.  The Implementation Plan will 
be developed through a broadly collaborative process 
under the policy guidance of the SBCCOG Board of 
Directors and the technical auspices of the SBCCOG
Infrastructure Working Group (IWG).  All of the 
South Bay cities are represented on the IWG as well 
as Metro and Caltrans.

1. The Plan will be prepared so that it can be
 updated periodically as needed.  The
 Implementation Plan will include:
 • Identifi cation of eligible freeway and arterial
  projects – including evaluation of criteria that
  makes projects eligible for Measure R Funds

 • Development of project evaluation system and
  criteria to prioritize and group projects to receive
  funding and their implementation within the
  next 30 years

 • Establishment of a realistic and achievable
  project implementation schedule for each
  project, and recommendation of a lead agency

 • Development of an “Early Successes
  Implementation” package of projects that can
  be constructed in the near-term (within 2-5 years)

 • Development of a funding plan and strategy
  that leverages Measure R funds to the extent
  possible so as to secure additional Federal,
  State, regional, and private sector funding in
  cooperation with Metro, Caltrans, SCAG, the
  SBCCOG, and cities

YOUR “MEASURE R” TAX DOLLARS AT WORKYOUR “MEASURE R” TAX DOLLARS AT WORK
2010 will prove to be a very important year for the City of Lomita and 
its water production system.  In July, the State of California Department 
of Health Resources approved Lomita’s newly constructed 5 million gallon 
reservoir and reconditioned groundwater well for full production.  Why is 
this a big deal for the City?  Because using its own ground water increases 
reliability and could result in cost savings in the future.  Here’s why.
For more than a decade the City has been relying on imported sources of 
water for domestic water use within the City.  The City buys water from 
the giant Metropolitan Water District through a sub-agency known as 
the West Basin Municipal Water District located in Carson.  The City 
of Lomita actually owns water pumping rights, but because the old City 
reservoir was too small and the old water well needed to be re-equipped, 
the well had not been used for many years.  However, in 2006, the City 
Council decided to sell bonds to raise approximately $7 million to build a new 5 million gallon storage reservoir and recondition 
the water well located near the reservoir at the north end of Cypress Street.  Although purchasing water from MWD has been a 
reliable source of water, the cost of this water continues to rise each year.  Also, as has been in the news so much lately, there is 
less imported water available these days for Southern California. That is why there has been so much promotion regarding water 
conservation and even mandated reductions in some communities.

The City of Lomita owns the rights to pump ground water to meet nearly one half 
of the annual demand for water in the City.  That is approximately 440 million 
gallons of water. By pumping its own groundwater, Lomita has more independence 
and reliability than relying solely on external supply sources.  Although there has 
not been an interruption of imported water supply, if that were to occur in the 
future, the City’s well and reservoir could keep the City in potable water for several
days or even longer with some water use reductions.  Also, should drought
conditions continue, and if imported water supplies are restricted, Lomita will be 
in a better position to meet its demand with its ground water, than communities 
that do not have ground water to use.

The City began full production of groundwater in mid-August. and the reconditioned well and new reservoir are in full production.
The City is currently using a private fi rm to operate the new water plant.  However, analysis is currently being done to evaluate the 
staffi ng and licensing requirements to operate the facility in-house.
If you have any questions about the City’s water supply or operations contact the Lomita Public Works Department at
(310) 325-7110 Ext. 124 or n.miller@lomitacity.com

LOMITA’S NEW WATER WELL LOMITA’S NEW WATER WELL 
AND RESERVOIR INCREASEAND RESERVOIR INCREASE

WATER RELIABILITYWATER RELIABILITY

Friends of the South Bay
Environmental Services Center

– 2010 –
Chevron Products Company
Providence Little Co. of Mary

Medical Center Torrance
Time Warner Cable

Water Replenishment District
Special thanks to our Friends

for their continued support of energy
efficiency and water conservation

To Be a Friend or for more information, 
contact marilyn@sbesc.com

City of Lomita’s new 5 million gallon reservoir

Reconditioned reservoir

CONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONS
TO SBCCOG CHAIRTO SBCCOG CHAIR

JUDY MITCHELLJUDY MITCHELL

THE NEWEST MEMBER OF THETHE NEWEST MEMBER OF THE
SOUTH COAST AIR QUALIT YSOUTH COAST AIR QUALIT Y

MANAGEMENT DISTRICT’SMANAGEMENT DISTRICT’S
GOVERNING BOARDGOVERNING BOARD

SBCCOG Chair and Rolling Hills Estates
Councilwoman Judy Mitchell was welcomed 
onto the Governing Board of the South Coast 
Air Quality Management District this past March 
2010.  Mitchell will represent the 51 western
cities of Los Angeles County.  She was selected by 
mayors and council members of the cities that she 
will be representing.

February 25, 2011February 25, 2011
SAVE THE DATESAVE THE DATE

February 25, 2011
South Bay Cities Council of Governments

12th Annual General Assembly
“The South Bay in 2040“The South Bay in 2040

Out of the Box & Into the Future”Out of the Box & Into the Future”
Focusing on what the future may look like and what we can do now.Focusing on what the future may look like and what we can do now.

An event for elected offi cials, commissioners, department heads, and city staff.

Continuing to build momentum, the pilot project between the 
South Bay Cities Council of Governments (SBCCOG) and Metro 
has hit its one-year mark.  The program, operated by the SBCCOG 
South Bay Environmental Services Center (SBESC), reachs out  to 
cities, multi-tenant buildings, business parks, 
and major employers to explain not only the 
transportation benefi ts but also the fi nancial 
benefi ts to vanpooling.
As a result  numerous Vanpool formation and 
information meetings have been held in busi-
ness parks and for local employers throughout 
the South Bay, with the most recent vanpool
forming at Northrop Grumman in Carson.
Metro’s on-going monthly subsidy of up to $400 is the key selling 
point, providing a fi nancial incentive in this current economic reces-
sion.  By vanpooling to work, not only can commuters reduce the 
stress of fi ghting traffi c every day, but they can save thousands

of dollars a year on car maintenance, wear and tear, and gasoline. 
Vanpoolers not only bypass the gas pump—they can also cruise
past traffi c in time-saving carpool lanes where, on average,

commuters save 36 minutes a day.
SBESC and Metro staff are ready and available to 
hold information meetings at cities, employers,
and business parks in the South Bay.  They will help 
coordinate the meetings and will work directly with 
employees that are interested in vanpooling.
If you or a company, multi-tenant building, business 
park, or city that you know of is interested in learning
more about this program, please have them contact 
Sahar Sedadi at 310-800-8833 (direct) or via e-mail at

Sahar@southbaycities.org.  For more information about Metro’s 
Vanpool Program, please visit http://www.metro.net/around/
vanpool/

VANPOOL PROGRAM GROWING IN THE SOUTH BAYVANPOOL PROGRAM GROWING IN THE SOUTH BAY
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FOOD WASTEFOOD WASTE
Article from Green Living Tips:

F O O D  WA S T E  S TAT I S T I C SF O O D  WA S T E  S TAT I S T I C S
by Michael Bloch

Growing up, we were often encouraged to eat all our food as there were thousands 
of starving children elsewhere who would appreciate what was put in front of us. 
For most children, probably the bigger threat was the lack of dessert if we didn’t eat 
our vegetables.

It seems these well intentioned exhortations have had little effect. Food waste is now 
on a scale that is absolutely mind-boggling.

It’s often argued that we don’t face a food production crisis - we just have food 
distribution and waste issues. With those resolved, the world could easily be fed at 
current production rates. According to an article on Next Generation Food, food 
wasted in the US and Europe could easily bring the remainder of the world where 
food is scarce up to basic nutritional requirements!

The Next Generation Food article has other interesting if not shameful statistics on 
food waste, including:

• In the US, food waste has increased by 50 percent since 1974 

• 40 percent of all the food produced in the US is thrown out 

• Food waste accounts for more than a quarter of freshwater consumption
 and 300 million barrels of annually. 

• Food is the third largest waste stream after paper and yard waste 

• 8.3 million tonnes of food is thrown away by households in the UK annually 

• In the UK, city dwellers generally waste the most food, with the worst culprits
 being single men, aged between 25 and 35

The positive side to all these frightening statistics is that we can make an individual
effort to help rectify the issue - pick up some tips and ways to reduce food waste. 

http://www.greenlivingtips.com/blogs/491/Food-waste-statistics.html

The South Bay Cities Council of Governments 
(SBCCOG) is strategically positioned to receive a 
signifi cant amount of locally generated Measure R
tax funds to improve freeway and arterial street
traffi c operations in the South Bay.  In June 2010,
the SBCCOG selected a multi-disciplinary team of
consultants headed by Iteris, Inc. to develop and 
manage this transportation improvement program.  
The team will develop an Implementation Plan for 
Highway Transportation Improvements along South 
Bay’s freeway and major arterial streets and will 
subsequently help manage the implementation and 
completion of those projects.  Work on this three 
year project began in early July 2010.  Funding is 
provided from the South Bay Measure R Highway 
Funds through the Los Angeles County Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority (Metro).

Measure R is a one-half cent sales tax approved by 
Los Angeles County voters in November, 2008 to 
meet the transportation needs of Los Angeles County.  
Metro oversees the distribution of these funds.
The South Bay sub region is expected to receive
approximately $906 million (in 2008 dollars) over
the 30- year life of Measure R.  Although Measure R 
is expected to provide a signifi cant amount of
funding to the South Bay, the intent of this program 
is also to leverage the Measure R funds with other
available and possible new revenue sources for
enhanced funding.

The Measure R Ordinance specifi es that South Bay 
Highway funds are to be used to complete freeway 
mainline, ramp and interchange operational
improvements and transportation projects on
State Highways and adjacent arterials.

The project includes four main components:

The fi rst six months of the project is dedicated to the 
development of an Implementation Plan, including 
project prioritization.  The Implementation Plan will 
be developed through a broadly collaborative process 
under the policy guidance of the SBCCOG Board of 
Directors and the technical auspices of the SBCCOG
Infrastructure Working Group (IWG).  All of the 
South Bay cities are represented on the IWG as well 
as Metro and Caltrans.

1. The Plan will be prepared so that it can be
 updated periodically as needed.  The
 Implementation Plan will include:
 • Identifi cation of eligible freeway and arterial
  projects – including evaluation of criteria that
  makes projects eligible for Measure R Funds

 • Development of project evaluation system and
  criteria to prioritize and group projects to receive
  funding and their implementation within the
  next 30 years

 • Establishment of a realistic and achievable
  project implementation schedule for each
  project, and recommendation of a lead agency

 • Development of an “Early Successes
  Implementation” package of projects that can
  be constructed in the near-term (within 2-5 years)

 • Development of a funding plan and strategy
  that leverages Measure R funds to the extent
  possible so as to secure additional Federal,
  State, regional, and private sector funding in
  cooperation with Metro, Caltrans, SCAG, the
  SBCCOG, and cities

YOUR “MEASURE R” TAX DOLLARS AT WORKYOUR “MEASURE R” TAX DOLLARS AT WORK
2010 will prove to be a very important year for the City of Lomita and 
its water production system.  In July, the State of California Department 
of Health Resources approved Lomita’s newly constructed 5 million gallon 
reservoir and reconditioned groundwater well for full production.  Why is 
this a big deal for the City?  Because using its own ground water increases 
reliability and could result in cost savings in the future.  Here’s why.
For more than a decade the City has been relying on imported sources of 
water for domestic water use within the City.  The City buys water from 
the giant Metropolitan Water District through a sub-agency known as 
the West Basin Municipal Water District located in Carson.  The City 
of Lomita actually owns water pumping rights, but because the old City 
reservoir was too small and the old water well needed to be re-equipped, 
the well had not been used for many years.  However, in 2006, the City 
Council decided to sell bonds to raise approximately $7 million to build a new 5 million gallon storage reservoir and recondition 
the water well located near the reservoir at the north end of Cypress Street.  Although purchasing water from MWD has been a 
reliable source of water, the cost of this water continues to rise each year.  Also, as has been in the news so much lately, there is 
less imported water available these days for Southern California. That is why there has been so much promotion regarding water 
conservation and even mandated reductions in some communities.

The City of Lomita owns the rights to pump ground water to meet nearly one half 
of the annual demand for water in the City.  That is approximately 440 million 
gallons of water. By pumping its own groundwater, Lomita has more independence 
and reliability than relying solely on external supply sources.  Although there has 
not been an interruption of imported water supply, if that were to occur in the 
future, the City’s well and reservoir could keep the City in potable water for several
days or even longer with some water use reductions.  Also, should drought
conditions continue, and if imported water supplies are restricted, Lomita will be 
in a better position to meet its demand with its ground water, than communities 
that do not have ground water to use.

The City began full production of groundwater in mid-August. and the reconditioned well and new reservoir are in full production.
The City is currently using a private fi rm to operate the new water plant.  However, analysis is currently being done to evaluate the 
staffi ng and licensing requirements to operate the facility in-house.
If you have any questions about the City’s water supply or operations contact the Lomita Public Works Department at
(310) 325-7110 Ext. 124 or n.miller@lomitacity.com

LOMITA’S NEW WATER WELL LOMITA’S NEW WATER WELL 
AND RESERVOIR INCREASEAND RESERVOIR INCREASE

WATER RELIABILITYWATER RELIABILITY

Friends of the South Bay
Environmental Services Center

– 2010 –
Chevron Products Company
Providence Little Co. of Mary

Medical Center Torrance
Time Warner Cable

Water Replenishment District
Special thanks to our Friends

for their continued support of energy
efficiency and water conservation

To Be a Friend or for more information, 
contact marilyn@sbesc.com

City of Lomita’s new 5 million gallon reservoir

Reconditioned reservoir

CONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONS
TO SBCCOG CHAIRTO SBCCOG CHAIR

JUDY MITCHELLJUDY MITCHELL

THE NEWEST MEMBER OF THETHE NEWEST MEMBER OF THE
SOUTH COAST AIR QUALIT YSOUTH COAST AIR QUALIT Y

MANAGEMENT DISTRICT’SMANAGEMENT DISTRICT’S
GOVERNING BOARDGOVERNING BOARD

SBCCOG Chair and Rolling Hills Estates
Councilwoman Judy Mitchell was welcomed 
onto the Governing Board of the South Coast 
Air Quality Management District this past March 
2010.  Mitchell will represent the 51 western
cities of Los Angeles County.  She was selected by 
mayors and council members of the cities that she 
will be representing.

February 25, 2011February 25, 2011
SAVE THE DATESAVE THE DATE

February 25, 2011
South Bay Cities Council of Governments

12th Annual General Assembly
“The South Bay in 2040“The South Bay in 2040

Out of the Box & Into the Future”Out of the Box & Into the Future”
Focusing on what the future may look like and what we can do now.Focusing on what the future may look like and what we can do now.

An event for elected offi cials, commissioners, department heads, and city staff.

Continuing to build momentum, the pilot project between the 
South Bay Cities Council of Governments (SBCCOG) and Metro 
has hit its one-year mark.  The program, operated by the SBCCOG 
South Bay Environmental Services Center (SBESC), reachs out  to 
cities, multi-tenant buildings, business parks, 
and major employers to explain not only the 
transportation benefi ts but also the fi nancial 
benefi ts to vanpooling.
As a result  numerous Vanpool formation and 
information meetings have been held in busi-
ness parks and for local employers throughout 
the South Bay, with the most recent vanpool
forming at Northrop Grumman in Carson.
Metro’s on-going monthly subsidy of up to $400 is the key selling 
point, providing a fi nancial incentive in this current economic reces-
sion.  By vanpooling to work, not only can commuters reduce the 
stress of fi ghting traffi c every day, but they can save thousands

of dollars a year on car maintenance, wear and tear, and gasoline. 
Vanpoolers not only bypass the gas pump—they can also cruise
past traffi c in time-saving carpool lanes where, on average,

commuters save 36 minutes a day.
SBESC and Metro staff are ready and available to 
hold information meetings at cities, employers,
and business parks in the South Bay.  They will help 
coordinate the meetings and will work directly with 
employees that are interested in vanpooling.
If you or a company, multi-tenant building, business 
park, or city that you know of is interested in learning
more about this program, please have them contact 
Sahar Sedadi at 310-800-8833 (direct) or via e-mail at

Sahar@southbaycities.org.  For more information about Metro’s 
Vanpool Program, please visit http://www.metro.net/around/
vanpool/

VANPOOL PROGRAM GROWING IN THE SOUTH BAYVANPOOL PROGRAM GROWING IN THE SOUTH BAY
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