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The program known as Energy Upgrade CA in 
Los Angeles County is a great way to get professional 
“whole house” solutions to make homes more 
comfortable, energy efficient, and cost effective 
places to live.  Homes are especially inefficient when 
they leak hot air in the winter and trap heat in the 
summer.

Rebates Available
The County and utilities have come together in an 
unprecedented way to bring very large rebates and 
incentives to homeowners to enable them to make 
these home improvements – up to $1,000 for basic 
sealing and insulating and up to $4,500 for more 
extensive upgrades.

Certified Contractors
Licensed, participating contractors are experts in 
energy efficiency.  A participating contractor can 
help homeowners ensure that they maximize energy 
efficiency upgrades and receive all the rebates and 
incentives for which they are eligible.  A list of Energy 
Upgrade participating contractors is at: www.sbesc.com.  

Innovative Financing Options
Energy Upgrade is a one-stop shop to help homeowners
take advantage of rebates, incentives and affordable 
financing options to offset the upfront cost of energy 
and water saving improvements.

For example, Energy Upgrade LA now offers 
homeowners a preferred interest rate on eligible 
energy efficiency and solar upgrade projects. Offered 
by a private lender, they leverage public funds to 
deliver an interest rate that is often lower than other 
loan options.  Both secured and unsecured loans are 
available.  Unsecured loans for up to $15,000 are 
offered with rates of 6.99% to 8.99%, with a 5-10 
year fixed payoff.  Secured loans for up to $50,000 
are available with rates of 4.00% to 6.99%, with a 
5-15 year fixed payoff.  There are no prepayment 
penalties or closing costs, and the amount of the loan 
does not need to be net the utility incentive amount.

This program allows homeowners to enjoy the 
combined benefits of incentives and competitive 
financing; however, the program only applies to  
properties with detached single family homes.  If solar
is to be financed, it must be installed concurrently 
or after the installation of energy efficiency measures 
and be enrolled in the Southern California Solar 
Initiative (CSI).  If an energy efficiency project is 
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Excerpt from:
http://www.emergencymgmt.com/disaster/Emergency-Managers-Climate-Change.html

Whatever its moniker — climate change, global warming, climate crisis or unsubstantiated hype 
— many scientists and emergency managers have recognized that storms are becoming more intense, 
and that adapting and planning for more and possibly new weather-related threats needs to be 
incorporated into preparedness procedures. States have been developing climate action plans and 
some, like California, are taking it a step further by including climate change in their emergency 
planning and hazard mitigation plans.

Climate change’s effects can include intensified wildfires, higher sea levels, extreme rainfall, 
windstorms, diseases spreading to new areas, heat waves and more. From the Australian bushfires in 
February 2009, when hundreds of fires broke out during record-breaking temperatures, to the May 
flooding in Tennessee, which was the highest since recordkeeping began there in the 1880s, climate 
change is appearing in news headlines as reason why the storms are stronger than in the past.

Although climate change may not specifically be identified in emergency preparedness plans, some 
say it’s an issue that’s being addressed simply because of its nature. The all-hazards emergency 
management community plans for just that — all types of emergencies, whether manmade or natural. 
Changing climate and weather patterns automatically lend themselves to increased planning and new 
mitigation actions. Although scientists and planners have advice for how the changing climate can be 
included in emergency preparedness, the field is continuing to evolve as more information becomes 
available and agencies begin developing best practices.

“Emergency managers are generally in the office of police and fire, and they work on the here-and-now
and from disaster to disaster, but they can translate these biological issues into their [planning],” said 
Bob Freitag, director of the Institute for Hazards Mitigation Planning and Research at the University 
of Washington.

Planning for climate change can mean looking at a state or jurisdiction’s current natural hazards and 
anticipating which of them will become more extreme in the future. One of the barriers to the new 
planning considerations is that the future being planned for isn’t likely to be next year, but many 
years from now. Emergency management also has traditionally been response-based, which can 
hinder how agencies include climate change in their planning.

Philip Mote, director of the Oregon Climate Change Research Institute and a professor at Oregon 
State University’s College of Oceanic and Atmospheric Sciences, explained three ways climate change 
is affecting or will affect the nation’s communities:

1. Extreme precipitation will lead to flooding, and “there’s a risk that the past will not be an 
  adequate guide to the future,” Mote said.

2. Extreme rainfall will increase in the middle and high latitudes. Although there is evidence this 
  will happen, Mote said what jurisdictions in particular will be affected by extreme precipitation 
  can’t be accurately predicted at this time.

3. Windstorms and hurricanes will be more intense. “I think there’s a general agreement that 
  storms will get somewhat more intense, but not necessarily more frequent nor have geographic 
  expansion,” he said. “So don’t, for instance, expect areas that have never experienced a 
  land-falling hurricane to experience one.”
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The Hawthorne Police Department’s newly established Community Affairs Unit was 
tasked with coming up with innovative and creative ideas on “how better to connect with 
the residents and business of Hawthorne”.  The Hawthorne Police Dept has a history of 
embracing new and emerging technology and applied for a grant to purchase 3 electric 
powered Segway Patrollers. The Segway Patroller is a 2-wheeled device that is powered by 
a rechargeable battery and goes up to 25 miles at a maximum speed of 12 mph.

What the Hawthorne Police likes about the Segway is that it removes the traditional 
barrier of the police car. The Segway allows for officers to “slow down” and gives them a 
chance to see things in more detail within the community. Officers can patrol the 
business districts and actually go inside stores while riding the Segways. This “high 
visibility” policing serves a dual purpose of deterring criminal activity through “point of 
presence patrolling” and enhancing police-community communications. The local 

businesses like the officers riding the Segways because it brings back the “beat cop” concept where the officers get to know the business 
owners and are able to address problems such as parking disputes and transient-panhandling problems.

The Hawthorne Police use the Segways a bit differently than most police agencies as HPD officers actually perform 
“targeted patrol” to individual neighborhoods. Officers will pick a residential area and in the course of 4-8 hrs, patrol 
every single street in that area, stopping to talk to residents about concerns in the community and offering residents 
a chance to talk about things that are important to them. The “friendliness” of the Segway’s “wow, what is that?” 
factor facilitates communication from people that may be too shy to approach officers in a marked patrol car.

HPD Officers have taken the Segways to the elementary schools to teach the kids about safety and “stranger danger” 
and even read Dr Seuss to the kids, all while riding a Segway. The kids love it and always ask a million questions and 
this helps establish a good relationship between police and children at an early age, letting kids know that the police 
are there to help them.

 The Hawthorne Police Segway program has been a huge success. Through the use of these special vehicles, the 
Hawthorne Police Department has not only been able to connect with the community in new ways, but has also 
reduced its carbon footprint because the officers are patrolling the city using electric power, not gasoline. The 
Hawthorne Police Department has ushered in a new era of community policing and now leads the way in its 
approachability and responsiveness to community issues.  For more information contact Sergeant Chris Cognac at (310) 349-2822.

HPD officers training on Segways
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financed, it must be enrolled in the Southern California Edison 
(SCE) & Southern California Gas (SoCalGas) Energy Upgrade 
Whole Home retrofit rebate program.  Before contacting a lender, 
homeowners should talk with a contractor to make sure they 
qualify for utility incentives.  Participating contractors and loan 
application forms can be found at www.energyupgradeca.org

New Innovative Community Fundraising Opportunity

Los Angeles County has created an innovative fundraising 
opportunity for non-profits, schools both public and private K-12,
homeowner associations and Chambers of Commerce.  By helping
to promote Energy Upgrade CA, these groups can earn up to 
$500 for each home they have contacted that successfully
completes an Energy Upgrade.  Visit www.EnergyUpgradeCA.org 
and learn how groups can become Energy Champions.

Green Rated Homes

Energy Upgrade California is the first step on the path to a Green 
Rated home, resulting in healthier living conditions, lower utility 
bills and a cleaner environment.

How To Get Started

Visit www.EnergyUpgradeCA.org.  Insert Los Angeles to obtain 
our local information and start with My Action Plan.  At any 
point along the way, SBESC staff can help.  They can be reached 
at 310-371-7222 and will guide callers to the information they 
need.  Walk-ins are welcome at the South Bay Environmental 
Services Center which is open Monday through Friday from 9 am
to 5 pm at 15901 Hawthorne Boulevard, Suite 400, Lawndale, 
California.  Staff at the Center can also walk those who are
interested through the process on a computer.

South Bay Environmental Services Center staff is also available 
to assist cities and community groups, including homeowners 
associations, in developing newsletter articles, conducting 
workshops and events, providing speakers, and generally helping 
residents learn about upgrading their homes to improve their 
energy efficiency and save money.
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CITY OF CARSON 
ORGANIC COMMUNITY GARDEN

With the rising costs of food and fuel, the Carson City 
Council wanted to provide help for the community to do 
all they can to preserve their resources – as we conserve our 
hard-earned dollars and our environment.  The introduction 
of a community garden is a unique and literally down-to-earth 
community investment – to help communities preserve and 
conserve their resources. The City of Carson’s Parks and 
Recreation Commission was given the task of establishing 
the Organic Community Garden.

The Parks and Recreation Commission forged ahead with 
the establishment of an Ad-Hoc Carson Organic Community 
Garden Committee comprised of three Parks and Recreation 
Commissioners, Community Gardeners, as well as, horticulture
experts from California State University Dominguez Hills.  
The intent of the Commission is to promote gardening at the 
community level and to allow a sharing of common interests, 
while providing an opportunity for enjoyable recreation and 
fellowship.

Other City of Carson Commissions and Committees were 
also involved in the planning and development of the Organic 
Garden.  Specifically, the Beautification Committee and the 
Environmental Commission have endorsed the Carson 
Organic Community Garden.  A major concern for the 
establishment of a Carson Organic Community Garden is 
location.  While not all urban soils are suitable for gardening, 
the Carson Organic Community Garden Committee is 
looking into raised beds to avoid this problem.

The cost to rent a plot in the Carson Organic Community 
Garden is affordable.  A plot rental, per individual or per 
organization, is $50 per growing season.  The rental period 
cannot be more than one year or four seasons.  The gardeners 

are responsible for the maintenance and upkeep of their garden
plot which is approximately 1,000 square feet.  Gardeners may 
harvest fruits, vegetables, and flowers from their garden.  The 
gardening experience can be a family affair as children are 
welcome in the Community Garden with adult supervision.  
As an organic garden, we can provide good healthy products 
with the use of non-chemical pesticides to keep the environment 
safe and to avoid contaminating the water table and soil.

On June 7, 2011, the Carson City Council unanimously 
approved the establishment of the City of Carson Community 
Garden.  The Committee is now in the process of searching 
for sites to break ground within the city of Carson.  According 
to Cedric L. Hicks, Sr, Recreation Superintendent, “We are 
keeping the inspiration of First Lady Michelle Obama’s initiative 
to fight obesity.  The Parks and Recreation Commission and 
the Community Gardeners are eager to establish a way to 
impact health and obesity with the transformation of urban 
yards into raised beds of lettuces, tomatoes, carrots, potatoes, 
and pumpkins.  The community garden is something that is 
welcomed in the City of Carson.”

For further information, contact Cedric L. Hicks, Sr. at 
CHicks@carson.ca.us   310-847-3570

Bonita Elementary School Community Garden, Carson, 
an example of what is envisioned.

Bonita Elementary School Community Garden, Carson, 
an example of what is envisioned.
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are available with rates of 4.00% to 6.99%, with a 
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